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NBC OPENS RACE FOR THEATRE TV 








Ed Wynn's CBS-TV Will Be the First | \\(}f 
Hwood Kinescoping Heading East Fy} ||61) 


Hollywood, April 26. +¢ 


Television network chiefs, con- 
vinced that kinescope recordings 
will be developed to the near-per- 
fect mark by fall, are stepping up 
plans for top-name stars to do 
shows from the Coast. Latest to 
be pacted is Ed Wynn, who was 
set by the William Morris agency 
with CBS-TV this week for a video 
show to be televised live on the 
Coast and kinescoped for subse- 
quent transmission over the full 
network. 

Both Eddie Cantor and Jack 
Benny have already indicated their 
intention of following a similar 
course on TV next fall. Prepara- 
tion on Wynn’s show is expected 
to get under way during the sum- 
mer, however, so he may cop hon- 
ors as the first to be kinescoped 
from the Coast. No sponsor has 
been set yet. | 

CBS’ V/illiam S. Paley § and/! 
NBC’s Niles Trammell have green- | 
lighted their engineering staffs to | 
push development of kinescoping | 
to the limit until the coast-to-coast | 
cable starts functioning. 
- Part of the reasoning, of course, | 
lies in the determination of the! 
name comedians not to leave the | 
Coast to come to New York on a} 
permanent basis. With most of TV) 
currently centered in the east, that | 
has been the chief factor in their | 
slowness in getting started in the 
new medium until now. Cantor, for 
one, is willing to come east to get 
his projected video show under 
way but wants to return to Holly- 


(Continued on page 63) 


Truly Atomic Picture; 


Radio-Activated Rays 
Damage Korda Footage 


London, April 26. 
Stray radio - active isotopes, | 
shipped on British railroads for | 
Britain’s atomic research program, | 
have blitzed exposed negative film | 
On several major productions | 
which happened to be riding along. 
Worst damage was done to Sir 
Alexander Korda’s “The Elusive | 
Pimpernel,” of which 20,000 Tech- | 
nicolor feet shot on location in/| 
France were ruined. Footage was 
material shot around the pic’s star, | 
David Niven, but included work 
by other cast members. 
Incident occurred last Novem-| 
ber but leaked through the secur- 
ity censorship this week. Since | 
that time, the footage has been 
corrected. Korda’s insurance cov-| 
ered the damage. Meantime, Niven, | 
who was scheduled to leave New 
York for London last Wednesday 
to do retakes on several scenes, 
‘will stay in the U. S. because of 
British tax problems. Pic’s pro- 
ducers, Michael Powell and Emeric 
Pressburger, decided the retakes 
weren’t necessary anyway. Niven 
was loaned to Korda by Samuel 
Goldwyn who’s also pr‘t'n¢ up 
ome frozen dollars to finance 
‘Pimpernel.” 











TV Influence on Beauts 


Pointing up the big hypo televi- 
sion has given the beauty market, 
Harry Conover has changed the 
name of his outfit to Conover TV 
and Cover Girl Agency. 

Majority of his lookers are now 
concentrating on video, which uses 
the mannikins to model clothes, ex- 
hibit prizes, do thesping bits and 
other window-dressing chores. 
Agency even got one job of sup- 
plying lookers to make a TV studio 
audience look more videogenic. 


Video, Radio, HCL 
Held Tough Snags 
For 49 Haylofts 


Newport, R. I., April 26. 

Strawhats are headed for an in- 
teresting, if slightly unpredictable 
season, according to Sara Stamm, 
operator of the Casino theatre 
here. She thinks video, radio and 
the high cost of living will hurt 
biz. and that high-grade attractions 
will be*heeded to offset. In certain 





| 


areas that have had local depres- | 


sions, like postwar Newport, the 
| challenge is that much tougher. It’s 
too early to figure about costs of 
operation, she says, although tal- 
ent is already asking for more 
money than last year. 

Miss Stamm, who switched last 
season from stock to a name policy, 
claims the star system has had one 
secondary effect on strawhat man- 
agers. Where managers used to 


| have their plays and actors lined 


up for the season by April 1, they 
now have to wait for the stars to 
make up their minds about sum- 
mer commitments. And as a re- 
sult, few managers know now how 
their season will look. 

“The Heiress,” “The Medium” 
and “O Mistress Mine” have been 
released for the first time for sum- 
mer stock, as have “Bravo,” “Jenny 
Kissed Me” and others. But every- 

(Continued on page 63) 





MBS’ ‘Detective’ Airer 
Helps Nab Its 3d Criminal 


Miami, April “26. 


Mutual's “True Detective Mys- | 
was responsible for catch- | 


teries”’ 
ing a criminal. Recently Jefferson 
County’s Sheriff J. R. Cooksey, Jr., 
arrested a man and recognized him 
as a criminal he had heard de- 
scribed on the MBS wodunit. 


The sheriff informed Williamson 
Candy Co., the show’s spencor, and 
is now eligible for a $1,000 award 
from True Dxtective ~~ zine. 
This is the third tim> t* ogram 
has helped nab a criminal. 


potentially 


¢ EX 











an 


In a bid to grab the lead in the 
lucrative field of the- 
atre television, NBC is prepared to 
supply Broadway firstrun houses 
with exclusive programs for large- 
screen showings. The NBC pro- 
posal is aimed at breaking the 
snarl which has completely halted 
theatre tele for the time being. 
The roadblock on exhib progress 
has been the lack of assurance of a 
steady supply of exclusive video 
programs which would warrant the 
big investment in electronic equip- 
ment. 

| NBC’s readiness to take on the 
program chores has been voiced 
by Charles R. Denny, exec veepee 
of the radio-video network, to ex- 
hibitor groups checking into the 
possibilities of an early getaway 
on theatre tele. Reportedly, a 
private survey of the Times Sq. 
situation by the Theatre Owners 
of America indicates that as many 
as 25 deluxe Broadway theatres 
want to swing into theatre tele if 
equipment were available and pro- 
grams could be booked. 

' Heretofore, video networks have 
consistently blocked the pickup of 
their programs by theatres. Re- 
versal of its stand by NBC will 
| undoubtedly be followed by other 
nets willing to dish out tele pro- 
grams available for theatres.  Il- 
'lustrating that stand was the NBC 


court action against a number of | 


(Continued on page 63) 





Palace Resumes 


bigtime vaudeville, resumes with 
'vaudfilm May 18 after shuttering 
|last night (Tues.) for a facelifting, 
|operation. The one-time world 
'vaude mecca is not, however, be- 
ing groomed to resume its old top- 
_name tradition. Instead it will be 
| bills in the medium-priced bracket. 
' Sol A. Schwartz, RKO Thea- 
tres vice-prexy, hasn’t fixed a 
definite talent budget for 
| but it’s expected that about $4,- 
| 000-$4.200 will carry each layout 
| over a“Seven-day run with weekly 


| 


| changes. It'll be a four-a-day setup 


Vaudhlm May 18 


The Palace, long the flagship of | 


+ padunitimeney + 
| 
| 
! 


H/A5 VIN There’s No Such Thing as a ‘Safe’ 


Picture: Wyler on Hyper-Caution 





‘age producers 


B’way ‘Carnies’ Off 

The pokerino palaces and other 
catch-penny gimmicks, which prac- 
tically converted Broadway and 
environs into a miniature Coney 
Island or carnival midway, have 
seemingly run their cycle. 

Play is a way under par with 
local trade, and even the out-ot- 
town visiters are not going for 
them as formerly. 





Nobody Looks, But 


There's Life in The 
Old (AM) Girl Yet 


Program toppers at the nets are 
reporting that independent pack- 
are flooding the 
market with tele ideas and over- 
looking the great need for new 
AM stanzas. Survey of web pro- 
gram departments reveals that 


| dozens of suggestions for new TV 


shows are received every week, 
while ideas for standard radio 


| packages have been cut to a mere 





' fessional radioite. 
‘angled towards standard eight-act | 


trickle. ; 

As one program director put it, 
“the boys’ infatuation with TV is 
understandable, but not realistic. 
Tele is already crowded for time, 
while AM has lots of room and fa- 
cilities tu try something new. In 
addition, \M is really hungry for 
new ideas—to help find @ formula 
in the period of TV’s boom.” 


AM stations without video out- 


lets are saying, “we're still in busi- 
ness, but the river of ideas that 
used to flow past our door seems 
to have dried up.” 

Interesting point, the_program- 
mers note, is that the overempha- 
sis on TV is an error of the pro- 
The amateurs, 
who sends in ideas by the dozens, 


‘are still going strong for AM. But, 
| it’s felt, the amateurs’ suggestions 


house | 


' weekdays, with a five-a-day on Sat- | 


urday. Scale will be $1.20 top; 50c 
all weekday matinees. Pix will be 
first run product. Dan Friendly 
will book. 

Friendly is blueprinting the bills 
as a blend of old and new talent 
with an avoidance of any pro- 


nounced old-fashioned aroma and | 
“amateur | - 
The RKO house | 


a strict by-passing of 
| contest” winners. 
is counting on “the plenitude or 
the good acts who don’t get to play 
the Paramount, Roxy or Strand.” 
The trouble with booking such 


hig’ ~owered new talent, such as a | television is d 


(Continued on page 61) 


are generally worthless. 

TV is also attracting a new kind 
of amateur, according to chiefs of 
new program departments. Celebs 
from every field—doctors, lawyers, 
ballplayers, actors, cafe-owners, 
brokers and. so. on—have been 
stricken with TV-itis, and are 
sending in ideas for teleshows by 
the mailbagful. 


Philly Eagles Nix TV; 
Last Year’s B.O. Nicked 


Philadelphia, April 26. 

The Philadelphia Eagles, profes- 
sional football champions, are 
readying an announcement that 
the grid games in Shibe Park next 
fall will not be televised. Radio 
is likely to get the greenlight, but 
nitely out. Its in- 
on page 61) 





(Continue 


* William Wyler, one of the top 


| producer-directors in the business, 
| is convinced that a period of hyper- 
caution at the studios is inhibiting 
the production of good pix. In 
New York to work with Paramount 
on the launching of his first Par 
opus, “The Heiress,’ Wyler de- 
clared apropos of Hollywood's 
search for surefire boxoffice prod- 
uct that “the most dangerous word 
in the film production lexicon is 
‘safe’; there is no such thing ex- 
cept for routine films.” 

Wyler said he had no bones to 
pick with Paramount because the 
studio was making efforts to find a 
middle ground with him on the 
choice of story material. “All you 
can do is try to find stories that 
we both like.” he explained. “It 
is not a question of restricting me 
but, basically, a matter of opinion.” 
Wyler ruefully added that he had 
lest considerable time seeking 
“mutually satisfactory” properties. 
Half-dozen of his suggestions, 
some of which are now being pro- 


duced by other companies, have 
been turned down, he said. 
“The safest yardstick for any 


company,” Wyler went on, “is to 
trust someone to make the right 
choice or else kick him out. If 
you don’t trust him, the best thing 
to do is to get rid of him and hire 
people you can trust. The best 
yardstick is the record of the peo- 
vle involved.” To this thought, 
Wyler added another: “Whenever 


(Continued on page 63) 


Sinatra Turns Disk Jock: 
MBS Paying 236 Weekly 
For Five Taped 15’s 


Hollywood, April 26. 


Frank Sinatra has been set as a 
platter pusher, starting next Sep- 
- tember, over the Mutual web. The 
swooner will tape five 15-minute 
wax-whirls weekly here, and MBS 
will air the strip on a cooperative 
sponsor basis. Show will be open- 
end, so whatever local sponsors 
buy in can attach their purely col- 
loquial commercials. 


Mutual is guaranteeing Sinatra 
$2,500 weekly. Singer can, of 
course, build up that figure if he 
waxes fat on flock of local co-op 
buys. Coin is a comedown from 
the $7,500 Sinatra earns for each 
Lucky Strike “Hit Parade’ chore, 
off which he is cancelled for keeps 
in June. 


Dinah Shore was offered precise- 
ly the same deal by Mutual, but 
decisively spurned it. She gave 
as her reason a determination not 
to compete against regular disk 
| jocks, because she feels indebted 
to them for helping ballyhoo her 
Columbia platters. The backbone 
of Miss Shore’s income emanates 
from her etchings and she believes 
she would alienate an important 
element of her buildup if she mus- 
cled into the standard shellac-spin- 
i ners’ province. 
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Expected Pic-Name Flood on Coast TV 


Only Trickle Thus 


Hollywood, April 26. + 

Coast’s highly touted wartime 
“parade” of stars to get in on the 
ground floor of television in the 
postwar period has found the drum | 
major without a_brass_ section. ' 
This is despite the fact that six 
video stations are now operating 
here and a seventh, ABC, is slated 
to start beaming in June. 

Sole Hollywood name pitching 
on a regular weekly live show is 
Buddy Rogers. His “Punch” lay- 
out on KLAC-TV moves into its 
ninth week next Monday (2). He’s 
not under studio contract, and 
neither are any of the guests who 
have appeared with him, including 
Gloria Swanson, Constance Ben- 
nett, John Calvert, Lina Romay, 
Billie Burke, Mary Brian and Mae 
Murray. Studio pacts forbidding 
TV appearances are the barriers 
to star stints. Show still doesn’t 
have a bankroller, but packager 
May Boyd is in N.Y. romancing 
sponsors and agencies interested 
in kinescoping it back there. 

Other shows utilizing non-studio 
players are ‘“Pantomine Quiz,” 
winner of the Tele Academy’s 1948 
Emmy, and Rita LaRoy’s “You're 


the Star,’ on KTLA. “Quiz” 
pioneered in the use of filmite 
guests with a lineup including 


Bill Bendix, Jane Wyatt, Vincent 
Price, Barry Sullivan and Jeanne 
Cagney. “Star” likewise featured 
a score of good names. More than | 
a dozen new TV shows have copied | 
the format since, with varying | 
success. 
Tryout Interviews 
Several interview shows have 
cropped up, each dependent upon | 
gratis appearances by players in 
return for picture plugs. Shows in 
this category have provided thesps 
chances to try out video on a mod- 
est scale. These include “Holly- 
(Continued on page 61) 


WELLES INN. AFRICA 
ON DOUBLE PIX STINT 


Rome, April 19. 

Orson Welles left Rome last 
week for Meknes, in North Africa, 
to start work on “The Black Rose” 
for 20th, with Tyrone Power star- 
ring, and Henry Hathaway direct- 
ing. 

When Welles isn’t needed in 
“Rose,” he will rehearse and film 
scenes for his own production of 
“Othello.” Betsey Blair, Gene 
Kelly’s wife, is reported selected 
for the role of Desdemona, and 
Lian MacLiammoir, of the Gate 
repertory company in Dublin, will 
play Iago. Film editor Louis 
Lindsay of Hollywood and dialogue 
director Lee Kresel will also work 
with Welles on the Shakespeare 
story. Other locations will be in 
Italy. 


Joan Blendell’s Pic 


Joan Blondell, who planed to 
the Coast last week to see her sis- 
ter, actress Gloria Blondell, who 
had an operation, has received a 
picture offer while there. She may 
return late this week if her sister 
is discharged from the hospital, as 
expected 

It’s a one-picture offer. Miss 
Blondell would return east until 
actual shooting starts. Her hus- 
band, producer Michael Todd, is 
mulling a Broadway show for her 
in the fall. 








Far: Studios a Bar 


Huston’s Documentary 
Via ‘World’ Award, 


John Huston will receive the | 
1949 One World Flight Award and 
will make a globe-circling junket, 
doing with his camera what Nor- 
man Corwin. 1946 prize winner, | 
did with wire-recorder. He will} 
produce a documentary feature} 
film on conditions abroad. 

Other One World Awards will be 
presented to Bartley Crum, pub- 
lisher of the defunct New York 
Star, and Ira A. Hirschmann, pres- | 
ident of WABF, New York FM! 








indie. 

the Hotel Plaza (N. Y.) ballroom, 

May 11. 
Citation to Huston kudoses his 

“Battle of San Pietro” and “We| 

Were Strangers.” Hirschmann’s | 


award notes his service to music 
and radio as founder of the New 
Friends of Music and prexy of 


WABF. and his work aiding DP’s’ Play. Still Lukewarm On 
‘Desire, ‘Army’ Comed 


as an UNRRA investigator general. | 
Crum was honored for his con- 
tributions to liberalism as author, | 
publisher and political leader. 


Mors. Plagued 
By Problem Of 


‘House Seats 


Sale of “house seats” to friends 
(and an ever-widening circle of 
people with “connections”) is be- 
coming virtually a business in it- 
self on Broadway. Handling the 
requests for a major hit now re- 
quires practically the full time of 
at least one employee and, in ex- 
treme cases, several different per- 
sons. It’s become an even worse 
headache than the traditional pass 
problem. 

Difficulty appears to stem from 
the growing knowledge of the ex- 

(Continued on page 50) 








Mulvey Takes Margaret 
Out to the Ballgame 


Margaret Truman was guest last 
week of James A. Mulvey, prez of 
Samuel Goldwyn Productions, at 
the opening of the Dodgers’ season 
in Brooklyn. In the box with them 
were Ned E. Depinet, prez of RKO, 
and Charles M. Reagan, former v.p. 
in charge of distribution for Para- 


, mount. 


Mulvey was formerly a member 
of the Dodgers’ board and con- 


tinues an important factotum via a’ 


25° interest inherited by his wife. 
She’s the daughter of the late Sam 
McKeever, one of the founders of 
the club. 


Video For Vatican 


Rome, April 19. 
The Vatican is modernizing, with 
Pope Pius definitely preparing to 
install a video transmitter within 
the area. French Catholics have 
already begun to subscribe funds 
for the project. A 
The Pope, incidentally, made his 
first telvision appearance Easter 
Sunday over an experimental sta- 
tion. 
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359th WEEK ! 


3,670 Performances 


All-time long run record in the 


iegitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 


Ceremony will be held in El Capitan Theatre, bemaent, Sek. windup of each of his numbers re- 


And now in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 








H’wood Hot for Kingsley 


Hollywood interest in securing 
screen rights to Sidney Kingsley’s 
hit Broadway legiter, ‘‘Detective 
Story,” is hot, which appears logi- 
cal in the light of the large num- 
ber of film people in the play’s 
cast of angels. List includes 10 
New York and Hollywood pictur- 
ites, most of them in for small per- 
centages of the capitalization of 
$75,000, plus a 3314°% overcall. 


Roster includes 
Wilder, $1,500; Joe 


250; producer-director-writer John 
(Continued on page 63) 





Big Show Contingent 
Sails on Dutch Liner 


With “South Pacific” an assured 
fixture on Broadway for months to 
come, a possible London produc- 
tion of the hit musical play will be 
discussed by its associate producer 


Joshus Logan when he _ touches 
Britain in the course of a Eu- 
ropean junket. Logan and his 


wife, accompanied by the Jo Miel- 
ziners (‘‘Pacific’s’’ scenery and 
lighting deviser), sailed from Ho- 
boken Monday (25) on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam for a tour that will 
take them to France, Spain and 
England. 

Also on Logan’s agenda will be 
to hold similar huddles with undis- 
closed British impresarios in re- 
gard to a London counterpart of 
“Mister Roberts.” Long running 
Broadway smash comedy-drama 
was adapted by Logan in associ- 
ation with Thomas Heggen from 
the latter’s novel and he has a fair 
slice of the play’s rights. While 
in Paris he’ll confer with Joseph 
' Kassel, a French author, who is 


adapting “Roberts” for a Parisian | 


unveiling. 

Logans and Mielziners will ex- 
pedite their Continental travels 
by means of a station wagon which 
they’re bringing along with them. 
Prior to returning in midsummer, 
Logan expects to make an extend- 
ed trip*through Spain in search of 
material on a new play he’s writ- 
ing. 

Still another Broadway success 
heading for London is ‘Streetear 
Named Desire.” Play’s producer, 
Irene M. Selznick, also a Nieuw 
Amsterdam passenger, is en route 
to Britain to talk over the project 
with “Desire” author, Tennessee 
Williams; Sir Laurence Olivier and 
Hugh Beaumont. 1 


MERLE’S BROKEN NOSE 

} Paris, April 26. 

Merle Oberon is nursing a brok- 
en nose which she sustained in a 
bathtub fall at her hotel. 

Actress is due to leave for the 
U. S. soon. She had been in Lon- 
don scanning story material for 
her next film. 


15-Year-Old’s Rewards 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Charles Nelson, 15-year-old bari- 
tone from Salinas, Kans., won the 
National Theatres talent quest con- 
test in windup at the Grauman’s 
Chinese. 
He gets a screen test at 20th- 
Fox, $1,000 in cash, a $1,000 dia- 
mond. ring and a $100 wateh. 








* London Again Gives 


The OK to Danny Kaye 


London, April 26. 

Danny Kaye echoed his last 
year’s triumph at the Palladium 
(Mon.) when the American star re- 
turned to give the theatre its big- 
gest night since the comic’s 1948 
appearance. The London press re- 
peated last year’s acclaim by 
greeting the comedian with unani- 
mous raves, Long before the open- 
ing crowds queued up and special 





police were summoned to control 
the eager payees. Those who made 
all-night vigils were accorded 
standing room. Among the audi- 
ence were the Dutchess of Kent 
and her two oldest children, Prin- 
cess Alexandria and Duke Edward. 
They visited Kaye backstage after 
the show. 

In a socko hour’s entertainment, 
Kaye entranced the house and the 


sulted in extraordinary applause. 
Particularly effective were his in- 
terpretations of ‘Ballin’ the Jack 


‘and “Minnie the Moocher.” Handed 
/an unprecedented ovation, come- 
'dian made the teeoff a memorable 


/evening which promises to be re- | 


e e | to be singled out as the star of the 
Film Unions Aver [Clark “whose romps in’ sever 
we 
| | 
Wave of Reissues |’: 


peated nightly throughout his six- 
week stint. 

After his Palladium engagement, 
Kaye will undertake a provincial 
tour for the first time in Britain. 





director Ana-| 
tole Litvak, $1,500; producer Billy | 
Moskowitz, | 
20th-Fox’s eastern studio rep, $5,-| 


| liner whose latter-day professional | 
career has been that of training | 


Hurts Entire Biz 


Hollywood, April 26. 
| Hollywood AFL film council has 


'asked the motion picture industry | 


| council to take up the problem of 
overuse of reissues, charging they 


are unfair to the filmgoing public | 


and alienate regular theatre pa- 
trons. Council, which represents 
more than 20,000 union and Guild 
employees in the studios, asked 
that steps be taken to halt abuse 
of the reissue practice and pre- 
vent misleading advertisements for 
oldies. 

Group went on record that it’s 
not opposed to occasional reissue 
of outstanding films, but claims re- 
lease of “scores of mediocre pic- 
tures is a major cause of present 
unemployment in Hollywood 
studios and is also creating bad 
public relations for the entire in- 
dustry.” 





Marion Harris, Jr., In 


First N.Y. Cafe Date 


May 5, the billing will be Marion 
Harris, Jr., despite her protests. 
Her mother was Marion Harris, 


_ late musicomedy and vaude head-, 


liner. 


| 
to pursue her professional career 


as Miss Williams. 
be free to do so, but the S-P prexy, 


Benno Bechold, who did the’ un- | 
usual of booking an act without an | 


audition—strictly on the say-so of 
Anna Sosenko, Hildegarde’s man- 
_ager—insisted on the Marion, Jr, 
| billing. 


Miss Williams is English, hav-, 


ing been born of an English father 
when Miss Harris played London. 
He was the late star’s second hus- 
band. The girl, now in her 20s, 
studied at the Royal Academy in 
London and, apart 
with Phil Baker at fhe Roxy, N. Y., 
recently, as well as with one of 
the Paul Small vaude units (which 
recently starred Ed Wynn, Allan 
Jones and Baker), she has yet to 
make her Broadway impact. In- 
cidentally, Miss Sosenko’s interest 


is strictly personal and not profes- | 


sional, as Jack Bertell is handling 
Miss Varris, Jr. 

One other femme who is using 
a former vaudeville great’s name is 
_ Aileen Stanley, Jr., who is being 
mentored by the yesteryear head- 


new talent. But here the two 
Stanleys are unrelated. 

Miss Harris, Jr. will re-create 
some of her mother’s crack Victor 
recording arrangements (“Time on 
My Hands,” “Running Wild,” ete.). 
She’s in for four weeks at the S-P 
with Irving Conn’s orchestra. 


| When Marilyn Williams opens, 
at the Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y.,' 


Marion Harris, Jr., would prefer | 


In time she may | 


from a= stint) 


ANNUALGAMBOL 
BY LAMBS 
GETS 51446 


By NAT KAHN 


Sparked by tradition and sentj- 
ment, the Lambs held one of their 
more successful Gambols last Sat. 
urday night (23) at New York’s Ho. 
tel Astor. It marked the organi. 
zation’s Diamond Jubilee Public 
| Gambol. 


| The Gambol journal alone ac- 
counted for almost $30.000 in paid 
ads, signatures and testimonials. 
Prominent among the paid en. 
dorsements were those from na- 
tional personalities. Add to this 
another $5,000 worth of merchan- 
dise contributed to the game room. 
|The ticket sale, all by invitation 
amounted to about $16,500 The 
attendance was around 1.100 The 
| Lambs’ welfare fund was the 
| beneficiary. 

The show was divided into two 
parts—the~ first a floorshow. the 
second the actual membership per- 
formance on the rostrum. The lat- 
ter portion was in the tradition of 
all Lambs Gambols in being writ- 
ten, performed and produced by 
members. 

If there could be one performer 





several 

sketches wrapped up this audience. 

Also prominently sharing the ros- 

was Bob Hawk in several 

Both Clark and Hawk 
were the Collies for the night. 

Clark, in “I’ve Got the Presi- 
dent's Ear,” was hilarious, assisted 
by beef trust male members as 
“showgirls.” This is a number he 
does in his current Broadway hit, 
Mike Todd’s “As the Girls Go.” 
“The Birth of the Lambs,” featur- 
'ing Otto Kruger, was a scene show- 
ing how the Lambs Club was born. 

“Between You and Me and the 
Lamp Post,” with Otto Kruger as 
a lamp post who reveals what he 
knows in looking down on the 
passing public, was amusing, being 
written by Harry S. Miller and 
also featuring Jack Kilty, Alexis 
Rotov and Jules Scheer. 

“Daughters of Joy,” by Joseph 
Santley and staged by Arthur Hop- 
kins, was a confusing drama of 
sticky sentimentality in a house of 
prostitution. “Valley Forge,” by 
Chick Cohen, featured Fred Hille- 
brand, George Shelton and Smith 
and Dale. It got some _ laughs, 
though it apparently needed more 
| rehearsal. 

“A Sawbuck, a Fin or a Dime,” 
the lament of three dames of the 
street, was a laugh-getter, especial- 
ly the laughs induced by Don Gau- 
tier as the old crone. ‘The Bal- 
kan Gesture,” by Jay Blaufox, sa- 
tired the Balkan situation, with 
Clark again whamming with a bal- 
let sequence, aided by Mercer 
Templeton. 

This was no spot for Burl Ives, 
but he got over regardless with a 
couple of folksongs. Fred Waring 

(Continued on page 61) 





Jean Hagen (‘Traitor’) 
Gets Metro Film Break 


Jean Hagen, of the cast of “The 
Traitor,” current Broadway legiter, 
/has been inked by Metro for a top 
‘role in “Sidestreet” and _ placed 
under future option. She’s one of 
a flock of Broadway legit players 
employed by M-G for “Sidestreet,” 
which is being partly filmed in 
New York, but is the only one to 
have received a term pact. "os 

Miss Hagen will not appear in 
any of the scenes being shot in the 
east by producer Sam Zimbalist 
and director Anthony Mann. She's 
slated to leave for the studio May 
10, as a result of a test shot of her 
in New York by Al Altman, Metros 
eastern talent topper. : 

Femme subbed for Judy Holli- 
day in “Born Yesterday” for four 
weeks last summer and has been 
in “Another Part of the Forest 
and other plays. Also inked for a 
‘part in “Sidestreet” that will take 
him to the Coast is Harry Bellaver, 
character comedian. ; 

Legiters who will work only in 
New York sequences are Jack 
Diamond, of the “Kiss Me Kate 
cast, James Westerfield, of ““Detec- 
tive Story;” Mildred Wahl, Ben 
Cooper. and Tom McElhany. Shoot- 
ing is expected to continue on varl- 
ous New York locations for about 
‘two more weeks. 
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‘PRIVATE DEALS’ ON BRITAIN 


Fizzle of Nassers’ UA Bid a Big NDI F¢ VFHEMIENT Heineman’s 33% Cut in EL Pruning 
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iti- 
Disappoi Indie Prod Operation; Youngstein May Exit C 
at- © 
f isappointment to Indie Froducers peration; Youngstemn May txt Uo. 
ni- P 
| 
lie Fizzle of the yen _ ~ ila ' —* Eagle Lion’s drive to lop oper~ 
chase of Unite rtists last week | ° Indie producers’ and distribs are | ° ‘ating expenses temporarily has 
ac- came as a severe blow to net | Rank, Davis Back Home resentful and disturbed over the | M-G’s ‘Made In U.S.A.’ | brought about the slashing of dis- 
aid producers. The lone wolf filmmak- | ing ’ meeting of the joint Anglo-Ameri- | : | tribution veepee William J. Heine- 
als, 7 ers had been counting on the antici-| _ J. Arthur Rank, Britain’s chief|.., Film Council in Washington.| ,. Hollywood, April 26. | man’s salary for the next 12 weeks. 
en f pated tranquillity within UA that | filmite, ends his one-month U. S. 'They fear that the extreme secrecy To let the world know about it, | Jt is also persistently reported that 
na- would follow new ownership to-re- | Visit today (Wed.) when he em-| surrounding the sessions of top| 2!! Metro pictures from now on Max Youngstein, EL’s ad-pub vee- 
his open to them the bank financing barks for England with his wife! 4 nerican and British film reps will be stamped with “Made in pee, is preparing to tender his res- 
an- that it is now all but impossible | aboard the Queen Elizabeth. Fol-| very likely indicates that an ar- Hollywood, U. S. A. First two ignation. No confirmation to the 
ym, to obtain. | lowing close of the Anglo-Ameri- rangement was privately arrived films to be treated thus are The report could be obtained from EL 
on. With other companies that had roan ny oe Ratan rg ways oa a which will give the American Goce OM Summer Time” and management. 
‘he been encouraging true independ- | /nston last week, Kank went into a) najors advantages in Britain at roe. It is understood that the Heine- 
‘he | ents now fading from the field, UA last flurry of huddles in New York the expense oF is smaller com- | Metro's idea is likely to be man calaue cut is on an if basis. 
the : holds a key position in the indus- | Prior to his return to London. .. | panies and independent producers. adopted by other Hollywood His weekly paycheck has been 
| try as an outlet for indie product. | His chief aide, John Davis, Leaders of the Society of In- studios as a public relations ges- sliced from a previous $1,500 to a 
Ups-and-downs to which the dis- | planed for England yesterday de d Moti ‘hse s+, | ture, not only in this country but ‘ ‘tae EI , 
wo ps-al 0 ‘ c (Tues.). Sir Henry French is also | “°?*" ent otion Picture Pro abroad. to offset the threat of for- current $1,000. However, EL sales 
the tributing organization is subjected hoard the Eliz: ath ducers are doubly riled because of | gign fiims to.American product, | Chief has an agreement with man- 
a are immediately reflected therefore aD0al e 2 ° the timing. They feel that now, : ’ agement that if the company’s to- 
at- aah nr ca ge Reals tet - ; when the industry has finally suc- e tal ee agg the — 
a e SS 0 OS ceeded in getting Congress and the stretch go above a certain figure, 
= and the expected stgbility ensued. Freeman S Added State Department really interested Spingold as Col. | he is entitled to participate by an 
by the singleton filmmakers would in the international problems of | agreed percentage to make up the 


have been in a greatly improved 
situation. Bank coin would un- 
doubtedly have been easier to sup- 
plement the second-money which 
is now beginning to appear in 
greater volume. 
the second-money field are N. Peter 
Rathvon, who reportedly has a 


pool of $7,000,000 available; Heller | 
& Co., of Chicago, which is setting | 


up a $6,000,000 fund; A. Pam Blu- 
menthal, who may have up to $5,- 


Recently come to | 


Activities With 
Paramount East 


Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount | 
studio exec, who arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tues.) with his | 





the business, is no time for making 
“private deals.” 

SIMPP members feel that it was 
largely through the work of their 


prexy, Ellis Arnall, former gov-| 
ernor oi: Georgia, that Administra- | 
tion aid was. enlisted. Arnall } 


talked to President Truman on the 
British 


the phone and made a date for him 
with Dean Acheson, Secretary of 


situation a couple weeks | 
ago and the Chief Exec picked up | 


‘Consultant; New 


Schneider Ticket 


Nate B. Spingold’s job as Co- 
lumbia’s veepee heading up the 
ad-pub dept. may be changed after 


loss. 

Heineman is actually on loanout 
to EL from Universal which still 
10lds a contract on his services. 
He came to EL after several years 
as top Universal supervisor for 
British product of J. Arthur Rank. 
As for Youngstein’s impending 
resignation, it is reported that 
other companies have been seek- 
(Continued on page 54) 




































































000,000; and Joseph Justman, pres- Wife, may remain east on a perma- | St: ‘ ae ‘ two years to that of company con- 
he ident of the Motion Picture Centre nent basis, according to reports | anal Grete "te the beitice sultant under the terms of the new > ¢ ; 
sit studios, who is forming a syndicate | ¢Manating from both here and the few days prem : | five-year employment contract re- SP 5 Brave Probably 
” t rovide $1,000,000 t d rs,| Coast. Reportedly, Freeman is ir Aad iat J | cently inked by the parties. Right 
0. 0 provide 91,UUU, o producers. | : f Bar Malan! | In addition, members of the t ake that ewitch lely t | 
ur While these sources may help | Serving as one of Barney Balaban’s| catiornia delegation in Congress 0 Make that switch goes solely to} ‘The Record Long-Runner 
vol the indies by being forced into | Chief advisers in the complicated | ) ove heen raising a barrage ae Col. The company would then pay 
é ; : a “ 4 sing ‘ - | Spi “ ahve 4 2 a 
rn. primary financing and guarantees, | Eacltoedschsnatine aeten pel tc \cently against the British quota —— uci mach it pee On Proj. Room Circuit 
ye (Continued on page 20) | Par’s prez is currently engaged. jo exchange restrictions and this | Both Spingold’s new ticket and | With some 40 screenings held to 
he | Tied up a belief that (Continued on page 18) | Seven-year one handed Abraham | qate since April 5, Screen Plays’ 
. Freeman is likely to remain in| | Schneider, veepee and treasurer, | «p ave” 
_ Ocean Voyaging Good N. Y. is a recurrence of the re-| 5 200 000 y | Pl d provide for substantial raises in’ = ~ oe weve tal a tot 7 
ng ae . port that Adolph Zukor, Par’s| ’ ’ alle race . |pay. Spingold, so long as he stays i eileis hates bakers the film 
= For del Giudice Health; ‘board chairman, is preparing to | 0 L D | ° M ¢ on in an active capacity, will be! plan oh the, Vien N. Y., May 
_ . ¢ resign before the reorganization is | n oanout Cals; WWi- paid $104,000 yearly and $200/19 From a numerical standpoint 
oh Shipboard Deal as Tonic complete. Complete severance ot P Bo . 5 |weekly expenses running from /the picture’s screenings far ex- 
Op- Filippi del Giudice managing eS a ee | aces rrowing pree Sept. 15, 1949. In the interim, ad- ceed the previewing of any other 
of director of Pilgrim Pictures Ltd.,' 7 1. 1950 a a . ioe ; Hollywood, April 26, | Pub chief Bets $1,500 .weekly | pic handled by its distributors, 
f , ing li ae Se + ukor steps out, | ren < ‘ng | ($78,000 per annum). His pay-' United Artists, and is believed to 
0 evidently feels there’s nothing like Freeman will probably take over | Major film companies are doing hecks totalled $83,200 duri fis , , 
by an ocean liner on which to nego-' either as board chairman or fill the | the heaviest loan business in Hol- | cal '48 otalle uring fis-, set an industry record. 
lle- tiate a business deal. Arriving in pole caused by promotion of some lywood history—not lending money a Satie “tile ived $93.600 “Brave” has been run off for all 
ith , New York yesterday (Tues.) on other top Paramount exec | but stars. | Senet, WHO Iecmves Yee | kinds of organizations that might 
h ; . ‘19 in '48, will take a scaled compen- : ‘ : h 
hs, the Queen Elizabeth, he said that In the past year, Freeman has | In the current year, counting | (Conti d 18 | be interested in it. At times the 
re he had closed a shipboard agree- peen active in handling all econ-|4eals for films to come, films in | SEES On HERP FE? iscreening schedule has been so 
- ment with Robert Clark, executive omy measures put through not | Production and films completed but | . - loaded that UA, in addition to its 
“ director of production of Associ- oniy at the studio but also in the |not released, the exchange of coin U Prez May Join Foreign (Continued on page 20) , 
= -, agree poe Meg and ogast. It is believed he will con-| amounts to approximately $5,200,- 7 / 
‘ illiam Moffat, managing director tinue studying company operations | 900. , — 
au of Associated British Pathe. with an poe » Bence PB nen Among the star borrowers Metro | Chief on European 0.0. I 
ale Subject to approvals by the leads with 13. RKO is runner-up; Joseph H. Seidelman, Univer- 
sa- boards of the companies involved, ° ° with 10. Warners has borrowed | sal’s foreign dept. head, is tenta- R IETY 
ith del Giudice stated that his Pilgrim | See Borkin Handling seven, 20th-Fox six, Paramount tively siated to tour U’s Con- 
val firm would make two pictures in " °9 " five, Columbia three, Hunt Strom-|tinental offices. Seidelman is Seeds Mare Gidea 
on association with ABPC during the Pix Biz S Video Survey berg three and Samuel Goldwyn | booked to embark on the Grips- ||| rPouNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
year starting May 1, 1949. Balance ‘ : | Roy Del Ruth and Universal-In- | holm for the Scandinavian coun- ||| Published Weekly py YARLERY, tne. 
es, of his 1949-50 program, he de-| Joseph Borkin, Washington econ-| ternational one apiece. itries, May 11. After hitting the ||| isa wescaeth St New Vork 19. N.Y 
la clared, would be distributed omist and lawyer, who was in the, Metro’s borrowing includes Jen- | Norse sectors, he would then take | Hollywood 28 
ing throughout the British Empire by Dept. of Justice until about a year | nifer Jones, Christopher Kent, Er- | in the rest of Europe. | “iene 
Associated British Pathe. This ago, may be hired by the Motion | rol Flynn, Alexis Smith, Wendell) Nate Blumberg, prez of U, is | 1282 National Press Building 
product comprises 10 pix. Picture Assn. of America to do the Corey, Rossano Brazzi, Sidney considering joining Seidelman on. _ Chicago 1 
On his last visit to the U. S. survey it is mulling on the rela-| Greenstreet and Valentina Cortese. the Continent. Blumberg is now on oF ae 
several months ago, del Giudice | tionship of agate and os film RKO’s borrowing includes Victor the Coast but may return in time ||| & 8t. Martin's Pl. ‘Yrafaigar 8a. 
(Continued on page 63) industry. An expenditure of up to | | for : E ; ts 
ak ae pas oa | about $50,000 is being considered | ___ (Continued was page 6) for 8 trip to om — 1] annual “aS deca 9 
for the study. ; Cop: 6 
? Pas 7 ; , Single Copies................25 Cents 
Injection of Borkin’s name into | bd bd S — ————$__— 
he Korda’s Coast Detour nection of ons mam” National Boxoffice Survey | yain «ees x07 
op Before London Return ments during the past week in the | ! ea n= an sentinel 
ed increasing interest being shown by Post-Easter Biz Off—‘Bing,’ ‘Women,’ ‘Belvedere, 
of . , Sir Alexander Korda plarnes' MPAA members collectively in | P : a ay ‘ ‘ f INDEX 
ers ae New York for the Coast Fri- video. Another was the _ initial | Undercover, Game, Baltimore’ Best Bets Bills aa os ee | 
ay (29) for three days of huddles. meeting in New York last Friday | . 8 7 - , pupae * 
He'll be beck in =. York next | (Continued on page 18) | Key city grosses are tapering off | by “Joan of Are [RKO El | Chatter ftir dene wf soon oe 
Tuesday (3) and leaves for London | Se we ." Ly 4 Racy | — *. ye and Portrait of 1 Film Reviews ..... ‘ Sage 
three d : : ° | week upbeat, the decline being the | Jennie” (S ae ; | Hou: : ae 56 
rep, Masts ‘Helvetia, will ooo Goldwyn’s Recuperation ‘normal reaction accentuated by the| “City Across River” (U). which et _. aes : " 58 
pany him on the Coast trip Cancels European Trig | Sets holdover dates. How- teed off sock in N. Y., is not too Inside Music .....«sece.. 47 
In Hollywood Korda is slated to | ever, big moneymakers continue big in Boston but holding well in Inside Pictures .......... 18 
confab with players who may star | ,,54@™uel Goldwyn has called off strong with the leaders bunched ‘third N. Y. session. “Mother Is |} Inside Radio —.....-- 40 
in films he’ll make in England dur- his European plans this summer about the same as last week. Freshman” is _ finishing fine in inside Television ........ 39 
ing the next year and with pro- 48 result of the operation he un-' Bing Crosby's “Connecticut Denver while “Family Honeymoon International .. ......... 15 
ducers with whom he may make ‘¢erwent in New York early last Yankee” (Par) again is national ‘U) will do nicely in Toronto. f et = EES ele Be: 57 
deals for co-production in London. | Wek. Producer, who will probably champ, with “Little Women” , “South of St. Louis” (WB). solid |) 7 iterati 61 | 
Deals would be similar to those b@ discharged from the Medical (\-G) still a sturdy second. “Bel- in Louisville, shapes strong in Music 43 |) 
with Samuel Goldwyn and David Centre at the beginning of next yedere” (20th) continues in third Providence. Command Decision (gy TE Ta iain oF 56 || 
O. Selznick by which the latter ' Week. will require a recuperative place, with indications of bigger {M-G) looks sturdy in Denver. || Night Club Reviews ..... 55. || 
provided players and frozen funds Period during which medicoes nix money as soon as additional dates “Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) |) Opituaries ...........+-. 63 || 
i : traveling abroad. He will remain in is trim in Washington. : : 
n return for western hemisphere are set. era po ‘ Cee $s... van accite 46 43 |} 
rights. New York for about a week follow- Fourth money goes to “Under-' _ “Red Canyon” (U) is top new || pictures. ...... eee. 3 || 
Goldwyn arrangement, which ing his release from Harkness cover Man” (Col) while “Ball film in St. Louis. “Bad Boy Radio , shane weds 23 |] 
was for one picture, will not be re- Pavilion. He'll then head for the Game” M-G) is finishing fifth, an (Mono), doing better this round, Radio Reviews .......... 34 || 
newed. The film, “The Elusive Coast, accompanied by his wife, improvement over last week. shapes solid in Buffalo. —, -  °£4zx< San se BE 
Pimpernel,” is now finished shoot- Frances, and his aide, George, “Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO), Dear to Heart” (RKO) is doing || Frank Scully savas ChE 
ing. Goldwyn contract player | Schlaff. |just being launched a week ago, Okay in Montreal despite ban on Television es 
David Niven is starred. | Producer had hoped to be on has pushed up into sixth position. juvenile attendance. “Force of || Television Reviews ...... 30 |! 
Korda has had several confabs hand. in London to see final cuts | “Knock On Door” (Col) will wind Evil” (M-G) looks okay in Seattle. Wat. Deewiew .....s «cess. 54 |i 
in New York with Selznick on the on “The Elusive Pimpernel,” in up in seventh slot while “Dream Is Hamlet” (U), fine in 7. a, Wee cost - enwonee 2 |i 
third and fourth films under their which he was associated with pro-- Yours” (WB) is eighth from top. re solid - L. + ne ij . cesium atinamitaniatricemataasliiemadimale 
four-picture deal. First, “Third ducer Sir Alexander Korda. Korda “Tulsa” (EL) in ninth place and Set-Up” (RKO) is doing okay in |! DAILY VARIETY 
Man,” is now finished, while the is now in New York and it is ex- “Red Shoes” (EL) round out the Toronto. : (re 
second. “Gone to Earth,” will start pected that he'll huddle with Gold-, Big 10. (Complete Boxoffice Reports on $16 a Year—$20 Foreign 
June 1, j wyn here during the next week. | Ace runner-up films are headed Pages 12-13) SS — 
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Harmon as Exhib Liaison For | 
MPAA; McCarthy Over Foreign 


Realignment of 
execs of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, including assignment 
of v.p. Francis Harmon to head a 
new program of exhibitor and pub-| 
lic relations, was discussed at a 
session of the Association’s New 
York and Washington staff toppers 
in New York yesterday (Tues.). 
It is understood that prexy Eric 
Johnston is aiming to streamline 
the MPAA’s administrative lines to 
get more efficient organization. 

With shift of control to Harmon 
of the pitch for exhib cooperation, 
the vet exec will relinquish some 
of his other responsibilities. Pri- 
mary among these has been his 
constant touch with the foreign 
affairs of the film industry by his 
stewardship over the international 
department. and his activities as 
an officer of the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. ; 

Under the Johnston streamlin- 
ing, it is understood, all foreign 
matters will be centralized in the | 
hands of John McCarthy, director | 
of the MPAA’s international di- | 
vision. McCarthy hereafter will | 
report directly to Johnston. There 
was formerly a certain amount of 
administrative confusion in that 
McCarthy 
Johnston and partially to Harmon, 
who as head of the MPAA’s New 
York office was in a manner Mc- 
Carthy’s boss. 

Although the MPAA board has 
yet to put its stamp of approval 
on the transfer to Harmon of the 

(Continued on page 6) 


Wilcox Cites Need For 
‘Proper’ Distrib of B.0. 
Dollar as British Aid 


There’s nothing wrong with the 
British film industry, producer 
Herbert Wilcox feels, that proper 
distribution of the boxoffice dollar 
won't cure. Arriving in New York 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen 
Elizabeth, he said that a producer 
recovers only slightly more than 
the cost of production on a picture 
after the shares of the distributor, 
exhibitor and government taxes 
have been removed from the gross. 

Citing his recent “Spring in 
Park Lane” as an example, Wilcox 
said that out of a $5,600,000 gross 
in Britain, the film will be assessed 
an estimated $2,250,000 for the en- 
tertainment tax, exhibitors will col- 
lect $1,800,000 while the distribu- 
tor will reap $320,000. Obviously 
this is quite inequitable, he ob- 
served, when the exhibitor pro- 
portionately receives far more 
than the producer. 

Wilcex saw scant possibility of 
the government rebating aay por- 
tion of the entertainment tax to 
producers. If this were done, he 
said, other industries would want 
the same consideration. 

Prime purpose of Wilcox’ cur- 
rent U. S. trip is to formulate an 
Anglo-American production plan 
for a series of pictures to be 
made in_ England. He’s__ dis- 
cussing a deal with an unidentified 
major although another large com- 
pany is said to be interested as 
well. Proposed films would use 
American stars and would qualify 
as quota pix under the British law. 
Following a week’s stay in New 
York, the producer leaves for 
Hollywood on a nine-day visit. 

Also on Wilcox’ agenda is to ar- 





range U. S. distribution of his) 


“Spring in Park Lane,” starring 
Anna Neagle and Michael Wilding; 
“The Courtneys of Curzon Street” 
and “Maytime in Mayfair.” 


RKO’s Press Chief West 


On Two Theatre Preems 


Harry Mandel, RKO Theatres’ 
ad-pub chief, leaves the New York 
homeoffice today (Wed.) for Kan- 
sas City where he’ll huddle with 
Jerry Shinback, RKO’s midwest 
division manager, on the reopen- 
ing of the circuit's Missouri the- 
atre. Formerly tagged the Main 
Street, the house has been reno- 
vated and will be unveiled in July. 

Following his K. C. stay, Mandel 
will trek to Marshalltown, la., to 
confer with Iowa division man- 
ager Harry Weiss on the opening 
of the chain’s RKO Orpheum in 
MarshalJtown. Brand new, the 
theatre is scheduled to snip the 
ribbon early this summer. Mandel 
will be away a week in all. 








functions of¢ 


Eastman’s $3,500,000 
| Boost Over 1948 


Eastman Kodak sales for the 
first quarter of 1949 reached 


3 sot recoring amt"; Goelet, Jr, More 


last year, Thomas J. Hargrave, EK 
prez, told steckholders yesterday | 
(Tues.). Net earnings for '48 were | 
$55.494.425, he said, and sales 
mounted to $435,395,626. Har- 
grave termed the company’s busi- 
ness as generally “spotty.” 
Meeting reelected William G 

Stuber, Perley S. Wilcox, Raymond 
N. Ball, Albert K. Chapman and 
Marion B. Folsom as directors for 
three-year terms. 


See Hannegan As — 
Skouras-Zanuck 





~ Personal Choice 


reported partially to| 


Former Postmaster-General Rob- 
ert E. Hannegan has been proposed 
by 20th-Fox as a member of its 
board of directors. Hannegan, who 
will be voted on along with other 
candidates at the May 17 stock- 
holders meet, is named by 20th 
in place of John R. Dillon of Dil- 
| lon, Read & Co., investment bro- 
kers, who has been dropped. For- 
mer cabinet member, recently 
president of the St. Louis Card- 
inals, is a practicing attorney in 
Washington. 

Politically powerful in Washing- 
ton, Hannegan is also a close as- 
sociate of Spyros and Charles P.! 
Skouras as well as Darryl F. Zan- 
uck and Joseph M. Schenck. With 
| over $1,000,000 from the sale of 
| his interest in the Cardinals, Han- 
|negan may also move into exhibi- 
| tion. The step again spotlights | 
20th’s flai- for former Government 
officials, the company having em- 
ployed both James F. Byrnes and 
Robert P. Patterson for legal 
chores. 


Tapping of Hannegan was dis- 
closed in 20th’s proxy, which '| 
named all other incumbents for | 
reelection on the board. Proxy also | 
disclosed that the company’s sal-| 
ary nut for officers and directors | 
was nicked slightly in 1948 when| 
the total hit $1,250,000. Count for 
the previous year was $1,263,051. 

Three company officers took 
raises during the year under their 
contracts. Biggest boost went to) 
| Murray Silverstone, chief of the 
' foreign dept., whose pay was $109,- 
405 against $96,850 during ‘47. 
| Others were Donald A. Henderson, 


(Continued on page 6) 
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‘MONO-ABPC’S JOINT 
PROD. IN SEPT. START 


A joint program between Mono- 
gram and Associated British Pic- 
tures Corp. calling for production 
of four films in two years will get 
underway by Sept. 1, top execs of 
_ both companies announced in New 
York yesterday (Tues.). Quartet of 
Pix will be made at ABPC’s Elstree 
studios in Britian. 

While the arrangement was dis- 

closed last March, no stories were 
decided upon. Details will be 
_handled in New York and on the 
Coast over the next 10 days in a 
series of confabs between Robert 
Clark, executive director of pro- 
duction for ABPC; William Mof- 
fat, managing director of Associ- 
ated British Pathe; Mono and Al- 
lied Artists prez Steve Broidy and 
Mono International chief Norton 
V. Ritchey. 

Clark, Moffat and Monogram’'s 
London rep Clifford Dickinson ar- 
rived in New York earlier in the 
day on the Queen Elizabeth. They 
brought several scripts which will 
be compared with a number of 
Monogram properties in an effort 
to select the best yarns for the in- 
ternational market. 

Worldwide distribution of the 
films will be split between Mono 
and Associated British Pathe. 

Supervising the initial picture 
will be Scott R. Dunlap, Broidy’s 
executive assistant, who will leave 

'for Britain late this summer. 





‘attended by officials of the Federal 


| and local government units are au- 


Dave Rose’s Israel Hop | 


Indie producer David E. Rose 
suddenly planed for Israel last Fri- 
day (22) for an indefinite stop- 
over. Rose, formerly a Paramount 
exec, was recently embroiled in 
litigation with actor James Mason 
over a joint production enterprise. 

It is believed that Rose’s Pal- 
estine trek is to map possible film- 
making activities in the new coun- 
try. 








'N More Into Pix 


Robert Goelet, Jr., son of the 
New York real estate tycoon, will 
serve as production aide to Hun- 
garian producer Geza Ratvanye on 
the film the latter is to make in 
Italy this spring. Pic is being 
financed by Goelet, Sr., in associa- 
tion with Lopert Films and the 
City Investing Co., N. Y., realty 
firm which operates a number of 
theatres. 

Picture, temporarily labeled 
“Women of Sabina,” will cost 
150,000,000 lire (about $250,000). 
It will be the second in which the 
Goelets have had an interest. First 
was “Rapture,” recently completed 
in Italy with financing by the elder 
Goelet. Goelet, Jr., was associated 
with David Pelham and John 
Shopridge in the production. 

Goelet, Sr., who is reported to | 
be New York’s second largest real 
estate owner, has been anxious to 
have his son learn film production 
and hopes that ‘Sabina’ may lead | 
to a permanent tieup between 
Goelet, Jr., and Ratvanye. Latter’s 
film, “Somewhere in Europe,” 
which has been having highly suc- | 
cessful runs on the Continent, was 
recently purchased for the U. S. 
by Goelet, Lopert and the same 
syndicate financing “Sabina.” 

The elder Goelet advanced about 
$250,000 for the production of | 
“Rapture.” Negative, which ar- | 
rived in this country a month ago, | 
is tied up in customs, but is ex-/ 
pected to be okayed shortly. It 
will then be shown to distribs to | 
set a releasing deal. 

Ilya Lopert, who heads Lopert | 
Films, in which Goelet is an im- | 
portant shareholder, left for Eu- | 
rope Yesterday (Tuesday) on the | 
America to start “Sabina” into 


production. | 


Urge Feds to Drop 20% 


Tax in Favor of Munies' 


Washington, April 26. 
Spokesmen for the nation’s cities | 
urged the Federal government last | 
week to drop its 20% admissions | 
tax and turn that source of revenue 
over to the cities and states with- | 
out delay. Appeal was made on | 
Friday (22) at the windup of two! 
days of meetings. Sessions were 








fiscal agencies, and principal of- 
ficers of leader state, county and 
municipal associations, in an effort 
to clarify joint tax problems and 
fiscal relations. 


If Congress should drop the ad- 
missions tax, one-third of the 
states could immediately move into 
the field and extract more coin 
from that source than at present. 
These are the states in which state 


thorized to use the admissions tax. 
In other states the legislatures 
would have to pass enabling laws. 


Federal spokesmen agreed that, 
when Federal expenses ease up, 
there should be a general revision 
of the U. S. excise taxes, with cer- 
tain types turned over to the city 
and state governments. However, 
it was claimed that Uncle Sam 
could not afford to do this at 
present. 








Techni Really Favors One 
Color—Beaucoup Black 


After a year of record-taking 
profits, Technicolor’s net is con- | 
tinuing to climb during the cur- | 
rent fiscal period. For the first | 
quarter, ended March 31, tinting 
outfit garnered a net of $663,750 
compared to $402,750 for the! 
equivalent period of the previous 
year. 

Earnings were equivalent to 72c | 
per share on outstanding common 
stock against 44c in the corre-| 
sponding period of °48. 

Techni’s board yesterday (Tues.) | 
declared a dividend of 40c. per, 
share on common. It will be paid | 


May 24 to stockholders of record | 
May 6. 


ae 


Par and 20th Selling Away From 
Harry Arthar Because of Terms 





Touhy Wins Point In 


| termine which union should repre- 


¢ St. Louis, April 26. 
The battle of large circuits 
 aaaiaet both aoe distribs and 
= ’ _smaller competing houses, touche 
500G _— va peor Cos. on by Fox-Midwest’s defi to ihe 
Judge Michoek Egos in Cl ode | ee eee eis TNE Brod 
eral district court last week over- | tere “ike tet le _e : 
ruled a motion to dismiss the $500,-| arthur’s two big chains the 
000 damage suit filed by Roger’ Fanchon & Marco group with con- 
Touhy, convicted preg ag aga trols of most of the first-runs in 
20th-Fox and Balaban & 1 Ay ail this city, and his St. Louis Amuse- 
cuit on ground he — libe - , ment company. The feud is be- 
the film, “Roger Touhy, Gangster. lieved to stem mainly from efforts 
4 awn ae ae wy — to noses vems granted 
ouhy os ; S e big circuits or else sell 
through his conviction and prison poe we ~ Amy * 
sentence. Defense counsel - also Big break this week is the dis. 
argued court lacked jurisdiction In | closure that Paramount is selling 
the case, but defendants were di- away from both F & M and the St. 
rected to file answers within 60 Louis Amusement after many 
days. years during which the two chains 
- obtained practically all Paramount 
” ;product. Par is booking three 
‘ films, “El Paso,” “My Own True 
Lewis Defeated Love” and “Alias Nick Beal” to 
rival houses of smaller operators. 
“ After first-runs, company expects 
In Philly Try For | than Arthur’s string of subsequent- 
: runs. 
Reportedly, Arthur is now facing 
a two-pronged attack since it is be- 
eatre or ers lieved that 20th-Fox has also 
| broken off relations. Last 20th 
film to be played by F & M was 
“Letter to Three Wives” several 
. wie : q Sia ails 20th is holding back but will ulti- 
ee ee i rag ped mately sell away from the Arthur- 
; . ‘owned theatres as Par has just be- 
gun to do. 
| As the feud broke into the open, 
‘Edward B. Arthur, F&M eeneral 
(Continued on page 18) 








Philadelphia, April 26. 


to sell to suburban indies rather 
John L. Lewis’ initial attempt to : 
Paar st workers es ted his Months back. It is believed that 





sent Philadelphia picture house 
employees. 
The balloting, conducted by the 
State Labor Relations Board, Hl 
sulted in a complete victory for | 5: 
Local B-100 of the International M-G Sale of 6 Foreigns 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em-, ; : 
ployees and Motion Picture Me- | 
chine Operators, AFL. United | Doesn't Mean Dropping 
Mine Workers District 50, Lewis’ 
“catch-all” union, trailed in the Of Overseas Purchases 
final tabulations by a vote of 472 Sale of its U. S. rights on six 
to 212. : : foreign-made pix by Metro to 
Interest in the campaign was piscina International Films does 
marked, and of the 1,048 employ-| not mean that the major will drop 
ees in the 71 Philadelphia theatres jt, policy of buying overseas prod- 
affected a total of 703 votes. The! yct, M-G spokesman said _ this 
outcome was a surprise in view of | week. Metro is still interested in 
the fact the employees bolted from | acquiring foreign films for distri- 
Local B-100 several months ago bution purposes whenever Arthur 
and voted overwhelmingly to dis- Loew, company’s foreign chief. is 
solve the union. /convinced of their quality. Com- 
The quarrel broke out when the | pany, incidentally, ran up a profit 
service employees thought they on most of the films before turn- 
weren't getting proper representa- | ing over residual rights to Discina. 
tion from IATSE and walked out| Half-dozen pix acquired by Dis- 
en masse, affiliating with another | cina are the Swiss-made “The Last 
AFL group, the Building Service | Chance,” “Portrait of Maria,” Mex- 
Employees Union. Bitter contro-|ican-made Dolores del Rio and 
versy between the two AFL inter-| Pedro Armendariz starrer, the 
nationals threatened and the build- French-made “It Happened at the 
ing service men stepped out of the Inn,” “Stormy Waters,” and 
picture and the John L. Lewis| “Angels of the Streets.” “When 
“catch-all” District 50 declared it- | Words Fail,” Argentine-produced 
self in. pic, also goes with the deal. 
| Metro will continue handling the 
N. Y. to L. A. | sextet in foreign countries. 
{ 








Joan Blondell 

Nate Blumberg N. Y. to Europe 
Lou Clayton Neil Agnew 

Louis G. Cowan John Davis 


Jack Diamond 
Jimmy Durante 
Joan Evans 
Martin Gang 
William Gargan 
Dorothy Gulman 
Jascha Heifetz 
Morris Helprin 
Eddie Jackson 
Al Jolson 

John Joseph 

Sir Alexander Korda 
Martin Manulis 
Ginger Rogers 
Ted L. T. Steele 
Alida Valli 
Jane Withers 
Sam Zimbalist 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jack Chertok 
Y. Frank Freeman 


Mrs. Meyer Davis 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Robert Fizdale 
Lillian Gish 

Arthur Gold 

Mrs. Dan Golenpaul 
David Holtzmann 
Jacques Kopfstein 
Martin Levine 
Joshua Logan 

Ilya Lopert 

Irene Manning 

Jo Mielziner 

Pierre Monteux 
Robert Morley 

J. Arthur Rank 

Phil Reisman 

Si Seadler 

Irene M. Selznick 
Arturo Toscanini 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr. 


Charles Gaynor Robert Wolff. 

Henry Hellssen Europe to N. Y. 
Jean Hersholt Belita 

Karl Herzog Filippo del Giudice 
Alfred Hitchcock John Huston 

Hedda Hopper J. P. McEvoy 

Frank King Anna Neagle 

Lawrence Langner F. L. D. Strengholt 

Sol Lesser Herbert Wilcox 


Ernest Martin Michael Wilding 

Albert Marx — 
Jack Mulcahy 
Elliott Nugent 
Gregory Ratoff 
Liam Redmond 
Gradwell Sears 
Robert L. Smith 
Francis L. Sullivan 
W. Lee Wilder 
Jane Wyman 














STILL HERE 


Henry Morgan 
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TV BECLOUDS 





Some Exhibs Think 20th Cooling 


On Rental Demands, Co. Denies It yf 0). |NF 


Exhibitors believe that 20th-Foxe 


now be backtracking on its 


may : 
projected plans for getting in- 
creased rentals for its product. 


They base their assumption on in- 
dications that 20th’s touring trio 
of veepees, Al Lichtman, Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., and Charles Einfeld, 
have apparently wound up their 
cross-country research junket far 
ahead of schedule. 

Exhibs recall Lichtman empha- 
sized during his first announce- 
ment of the upped rentals drive 
that the trio would make a two- 
month “grass-roots” survey, hud- 
dling with exhibs and branch per- 
sonnel in every exchange area in 
the country. To date, however, 
they have sat down with exhibs in 
only four cities—New York, Bos- 
ton, New Haven and Philadelphia 
— and have huddled with their 
field staffers in those cities, plus 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chi- 
cago and Atlanta. Trio returned 
to the homeoffice over the week- 
end, ostensibly to formulate the 
final plan. 

Company_ toppers have _ also 
talked to exhibs in the latter four 
cities and have received a number 
of invitations from 
groups for further talks. According 
to a 20th spokesman, all the invi- 
tations will be accepted. 

According to the 20th execs they 
feel they have now obtained a 
good enough cross-section of opin- 
ion and reaction in the representa- 
tive parts of the country to set 

(Continued on page 22) 


20th Steps Up Ist Run 
Nabe Availabilities 
In Philly Proposal 


Philadelphia, April 26. 

Sharp revision of the clearance 
system stepping up first-run neigh- 
borhood availability dates and dou- 
bling the number of houses affect- 
ed were among the proposals of- 
fered today (26) at a meeting. of 
exhibitors with 20th-Fox execs in 
the Ritz Carlton hotel here. The 
program, drawn up by sales vee- 
pee Andy Smith, Jr., and eastern 
division manager Howard Minsky 
was based on a survey by the 
film company which showed 
there had been no changes made 
in the Philadelphia clearances in 
the last 15 years. Thirty-five ex- 
hibs attended today’s meet, which 
ran very amicably. 

According to the survey, the 
first-run nabes’ break had been 
limited to eight or nine houses, 
with a total seating capacity of 16,- 
000. The plan which 20th offered 
would embrace 18 or 19 theatres 
in a flexible first-run nabe avail- 
ability within 21 to 35 days after 
the end of the first-run in town. 

(Continued on page 6) 


D.0.S. Due in Detroit In 
Depose in SIMPP Suit 


David O. Selznick goes to Detroit 
from New York tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) to give a deposition in the 
anti-trust suit brought by the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers against United De- 
troit Theatres and the Cooperative 
Theatres of Michigan buying-book- 
ing combine. Selznick will be ac- 
companied by SIMPP_ counsel 
Robert J. Rubin and will return 
to New York the following day. 

Samuel Goldwyn was to have gone 








from New York to Detroit to give | 


his deposition last week, but his 
appearance has been indefinitely 
postponed by the operation which 
currently has him confined to a 
New York hospital. Large number 
of producers are being required by 
the defense to go to the auto city 
for depositions before the case can 
proceed, and SIMPP has been hav- 
ing quite a bit of trouble having 
them rearrange their affairs so as 
to get there. 

Only ones who have testified to 
date are Walt Disney, Hunt Strom- 
berg and Marvin Faris, SIMPP 
exec. 


indie exhib 





Feuchtwanger’s Gets 
Back His ‘Destiny’ 


Hollywood, April 26 


Lion Feuchtwanger’s massive 
novel, “Proud Destiny,” is on the 
market, with screen rights re- 


possessed by the author. 
Enterprise made a one-quarter 
down payment on the book, but 
went out of business without pay- 
ing the remaining three quarters. 


Col May Appeal 


Par Decree Phase 


Another appeal to the U. S. 
Supreme Court on the government 
anti-trust action is already becom- 
ing likely. Columbia feels so 
strongly on the provision in the 
Paramount consent decree requir- 
ing picture-by-picture and theatre- 
by-theatre sales that the company 
will probably go to the high court 
in an attempt to upset it, if the 
lower court upholds the provision, 
| Louis Frohlich, Col’s attorney, told 
| VARIETY last week. 

During last week’s 





anti-trust 


| hearings, Frohlich hacked away at | 
| the 
{that it “would open the backdoor 


provision with the assertion 
|to compulsory bid selling.” Froh- 
Llich’s stand has been seconded by 
the Theatre Owners of America 
| since that exhib group believes the 
| inevitable result would be compul- 
;}sory bidding. TOA protested to 
| Dept. of Justice without results. 
Section of the Par decree which 


may again lead to the Supreme 
{Court bans Par “from licensing 
any feature for exhibition upon 


any run in any theatre in any other 
|manner than that each license 
| shall be offered and taken theatre 
| by theatre, solely upon the merits 
‘and without’ discrimination § in 
| favor of affiliated theatres, circuit 
| theatres or others.” 

| Government is pitching for the 
|inclusion of the provision in all 
| decrees as the central pin in all 
| selling practices. Columbia, in- 
| cidentally, was the first major to 
| file an appeal from the original 
|N. Y. federal court decision. 


Eight %-Chiz Suits Vs. 
Alger Into Ill. Court 


Chicago, April 26. 
Eight percentage chiselling suits 
against circuit operator E. E. Al- 
| ger have been switched from the 
'Federal court here to the state 
court. Action of the majors fol- 
lows approval to the move granted 
by Referee Joseph L. Elward on 
condition the distribs pay counsel 
fees plus expenses of the referee. 
' Involved in the actions are Al- 
_ger’s Majestic and La Salle the- 
|atres in La Salle; Peru, in Peru; 








| Hub, in Roehelle; Co-ed and Park, | 


‘in Champagne; Apollo and State, 
in Princeton; State, in Mendota; 
Valley, in Spring Valley, and 
Princess, in Urbana, all in Illinois. 
| Named along with Alger are Har- 
'old R., Gladys and Fern Alger and 
| a number of corporations. 


| H. M. Flick Appointed 


Albany, April 26. 








nounced the appointment of Hugh 
M. Flick as director of the motion 
picture division, State Education 


Department, which reviews and li- | 
censes all commercial films except | 


newsreels. 


Flick, a member of the Depart- | 
ment staff for 16 years and recent- | 


ly senior archivist was rated No. 
1 in the competitive intra-depart- 
ment examination conducted by the 
Civil Service Commission last fall. 


He assumes a post which has not 


been permanently filled since Ir- 
win Esmond retired on March 31, 
| 1945, at the age of 70. 


‘BANKERS’ BOREY 


Board of Regents formally an-| 


“THEATRE 


SALES 











Television’s threat to the film 
business, at present not regarded 
too seriously by industry toppers, 
is now said to be throwing a 
shadow on the sale of theatres 
throughout the country. The realty 
situation so far as theatres are 
concerned has been thrown into 
confusion by a suspicion harbored 
by the banking interests that tele 
forebodes a cut in the _ profit- 
making ability of the flickeries. As 
a result, banks are demanding a 
downward revision in evaluation of 


i'theatres put up for sale. 


Traditional formula for the pur- 
chase price of a theatre—that is, 


five to seven times one year’s 
earnings averaged over a 10-year 


-is undergoing a battering 
from the banks. The money in- 
terests, it is said, now 
finance a deal calling for the title- 


period 


transfer of a theatre if the price | 
three-and- | 
one-half times one year’s earnings. | 


generally goes above 

Realtors and exhibs interested 
in either buying or selling report 
that the bankers are considerably 
more impressec by the television 
bugaboo than filmites. Widespread 
publicity, aired in mags and news- 
papers, on the possible incursions 
of video vs. films has shoved the 
fiscal experts into a position where 

(Continued on page 6) 





Par Must Go Through 
| Plenty of Legal Motion 


To Get Out of One Chain 


In a first move to unload its 
minority stock interest in the 
Butterfield circuit, Paramount has 
offered its holdings to RKO for 
purchase under a_ contractual 
formula. Offer is a technical one 
only, since RKO cannot buy, Par’s 
interest in the chain under its con- 
sent decree. On rejection by RKO, 
Par will then make a similar pro- 
posal to its Butterfield partners 
who are also expected to reject 
the offer. 


| Paramount step is the second | 


move in a complicated machinery 
designed to liquidate both Par's 
and RKO’s holdings in the 120- 
theatre chain in Michigan. First 
action was taken by RKO which 
'recently tendered its stock to both 
| Par and Butterfield. In that in- 
| stance, offer was rejected last week 
| by both parties. 

| The nixing by 
sulted from the same restrictions 
on acquisition of new theatre in- 
terests which barred RKO’s accept- 
'ance of Par’s stock. As for the 
(Continued on page 18) 


Wright Burns While 
_ Byrnes Sez He’s Right 


| 








What caused the _ break- 
down of recent negotiations 
between 20th-Fox and_ the 


Government for settlement of 
the anti-trust was the subject 
of a sharp clash between 
former Secretary of State 
James F. Byrnes, attorney for 
20th, and Special Assistant At- 
torney General Robert  L. 
| Wright at last week’s N. Y. 
federal court hearings. When 
Wright declared that the Dept. 
of Justice is seeking complete 
divorcement because “nobody 
has come along with an offer 
of anything else.”” Byrnes was 
obviously griped. 
Former State Dept. head 
| popped up to assert that 20th 
had proposed to give up all 
closed towns during those 
negotiations. Wright countered 
with the remark that the rea- 
son negotiations broke down 
was because 20th wanted to 
expand elsewhere in return 
for opening closed towns. 

Byrnes wound up the give- 
and - take by saying that 
Wright was not in the nego- 
tiations ‘‘and that’s why I ex- 
cuse him for what he is say- 
i} ing.” 





refuse to} 


| now 
|ton Story” for an extended run, 
mores May I11 or 18. 


Paramount re-, 


fi 





} 
| 
| 
| 





Film Execs Pledge 
$448,000 to UJW Drive 


Hollywood, April 26 


Pledges amounting to $448,000 
for the United Jewish Welfare 
Fund Campaign for 1949 were 


made by film industry toppers at a 
meeting in Jack L. Warner's home, 
with Henry Ginsberg presiding as 
industry chairman of the fund 

Last year the pledges amounted 
to $384,000. Overall compaign for 
the Los Angeles district this year 
calls for $11,000,000. 





RKO's Respite In 


Chi Despite JP 


Chicago, April 26. 
Modification of the Jackson Park 
decree so far as it applies to RKO’s 
Grand and Palace, loop houses, is 


| permitting the Grand to book big 


films for extended runs despite 
the two-week ceiling which applied 
in the past. With “Joan of Arc” 
already in its fifth week at the 
Grand, theatre management has 
booked Metro’s “The Strat- 


Under a revision of the JP rules 
|granted RKO by Federal Judge 
Michael Igoe, circuit’s two thea- 
tres must play a minimum of 15 
| pix every 13 weeks. There is no 
restriction on the length of run of 


any one film so long as the two 
houses feed out the combined 15 
minimum in the required time. 
Hence, the Palace is. plaving, 
double-bills while the Grand is 
reserved for big films and long 
runs. 


Since the Palace dualers hold for 
only one or two weeks, the average 
output is four pix every three 
weeks for both houses. The Grand 
can run a film almost indefinitely 

| while RKO meets the minimum. 
Without subsequent run houses, 
| RKO has been hit very hard in the 
| past couple of years by the effects 
lof the JP decree. Management be- 
| lieves the modification w ¥ pull up 
| returns sharply. 

| Universal feels that it is getting 
'the short end, with several “A” 
| productiois only receiving § a 
| week’s booking at the Palace, most 

(Continued on page 6) 





0’Connor Nixes U-I 


Loanout for M-G Pic 


| Hollywood, April 26. 
| 


Donald O’Connor nixed deal ar- 
ranged by U-I for top role in Met- 
ro’s “Battleground,” on loanout. 


| Would have been eight-week stint 
| away from home base but he an- 
‘kled it after reading script, claim- 
ing part wasn’t right for him. He 
would have received $2,000 weekly 
from Metro, same salary he gets 
at U-I. 


Loan was mapped as one of sev- 
eral on fire, in return for which 
U-I gets William Powell, Gloria De 
| Haven and other Metroites. Powell 
has made two and has two more 
to go at $200,000 per film. Miss 
| De Haven also gets flat guarantee. 

As result of switch, U-I moved 
up “Francis,” starring O’Connor, 
| to May 7 start. 





Rep Renting Space 
Hollywood, April 26. 


Republic, with numerous posses 
galloping thataway on location, is 
opening its stable doors to three 
independent units on a _ rental 
basis. 

Indies are ‘‘Floodtide,” a How- 
ard Welsch-Robert Peters produc- 
tion; “The Cleveland Story,” a 
Kline production, and a wild ani- 
| mal yarn, still untitled, to be pro- 
|duced by George Breakston and 
Yorke Coplan. 


* Partial 
| Fox, 


Partial Divorcement Most Likely To 
ANS Resolve 20th-Fox, WB, Metro's Cases 


divorcement for 20th- 
Warner Bros. and Metro be- 
comes the most likely solution of 
the 10-year Government anti-trust 
action after that suit clicked olf 
another round last week A de- 
cision by the three-judge N. Y. 
federal court knocking off some 
theatres—but not all—looks to be 
the out for a bench which again 
showed no real enthusiasm for a 
complete separation. Court’s re- 
action was in the face of Special 
Ass’t Attorney General Robert L. 
Wright’s reprise on the old cry 
against any watering of the 100° 
kill-or-cure remedy. 

Hearings are now ended and the 
case is again dumped into the lap 
of the court which first ordered 
the wiping-out of partnership hold- 
ings and creation of a competitive 
bid system which the U. S. Su- 
preme Court axed. During the 
two-day session, the Dept. of Jus- 
tice was egged into proposing its 





own plan for complete divorce- 
ment. Wright made his proposal 
after the court complained fre- 


quently that the Government had 
no concrete plan of action. 
Wright’s suggestion was that the 
three companies present a plan for 
separation of exhibition from dis- 
tribution - production within 60 
days. All lopping of theatres 
would be completed by Dec. 31, 
1949. The D of J would reserve 
the right to object or put forth an 
alternative scheme if that of the 
(Continued on page 22) 





Dixie Survey by Two 
Par Execs on Which 
Theatres to Retain 


Getting set to carry out the pro- 
visions of the Paramount consent 
decree which require closeout of 
all theatre partnerships, veepee 
Leonard Goldenson has despatched 
Robert M. Weitman, southern di- 
visional chief, and Hal Pereira on 
a swing below the Mason & Dixon 
line. Weitman, recently named to 
succeed Leon Netter, and Pereira 
headed for Jacksonville, Fla., Mon- 
day (25) on the first leg of the trip. 

Understood that the duo are eye- 
ing all partnership houses first- 
hand to determine which are the 
more gyitable to retain when the 
new Paramount theatre company 
starts operating. Their recommen- 
dations will be relayed to Golden- 
son who must make the final deci- 


‘sions Weitman will also use the 
| trip to familiarize himself with 


his new territory. ‘ 

It is expected that the twosome 
will scan all houses now operated 
in Florida besides the Wilby- 
Kincey chain which blankets 
Georgia and the Carolinas. Para- 
mount-Richards circuit may also 
come in for inspection. Weitman 
recently made recommendations on 


_the Malco group of theatres after 


a trip to Tennessee and surround- 
ing states. 
Pereira is an expert on theatre 


‘properties and construction. 





Reisman Abroad to Set 
Up Lissim’s Successor 


Phil Reisman, RKO v.p. in 
charge of foreign operations, 
sailed for Europe yesterday Tues.) 
for a three-months stay. It is 
understood that he _ will per- 
sonally oversee European sales 
during that time. Wladimir Lis- 
sim, who was in charge of the ter- 
ritory for RKO, recently resigned. 

It is expected that a replace- 
ment for Lissim will be named by 
Reisman during the latter’s stay 
at the Paris headquarters. Report- 
edly a leading candidate for the 
spot is Michael Havas, the com- 
pany’s Latin American manager, 
who was formerly Lissim’s aide in 
Europe. 

Lissim leaves New York for 
Paris May 12. Hell remain with 
RKO until about mid-June, clean- 
ing up a number of items hang- 
ing fire. His plans beyond that 
ij are not set yet. 
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WB's High-Budgeters (3 in Color) 


In Work, 2 More to Roll Before May 9 


Hollywood, April 26. + 


Warner Bros. is hitting the hot- | 
test pace in the current Hollywood 
production upsurge. Recoiling | 
from a three-month winter shut- 
down, the Burbank studio is now 
buzzing with a slate of six-budg- 
eters in work and two more ready 
to go before May 9. Three of the 
eight being shot are in Techni- 
color. 

WB releasing charts for the 
coming year are getting a lift from 
the company’s take-on of four new 
production units in addition to- 
Transatlantic Pictures and United 
States Pictures, making the largest 
number of individual outfits to re- 
lease through WB at any one time. 
New units include Cagney Produc- 
tions, which will star James Cag- 
ney in a series of films under Wil- 
liam Cagney’s supervision; Bryan 
Foy Productions; Norma Produc- 
tions, which will star Burt Lan- 
caster, and Roberts Productions, 
which will star John Garfield. In 
turn, Transatlantic’s and U. S. Pic- 
tures’ commitments are running 
out. 

Warners’ bid for the industry’s 
leadership spot has been cued by 
heightened activity during the 
past six months to fill its talent 
roster with topranking names. 
Joining the stars directly pacted 
with the lot, the studio has taken 
on seven players on a_ loanout 
agreement with David O. Selznick, 
in addition to the return of Cag- 
ney and seven other stars signed 


to appear under the Warner ban-| obtaining renewals of licenses for Price Housing?”, 


ner. Latter group includes Gar- 
field, Lancaster, John Wayne, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Kirk Douglas, Mar- 


lene Dietrich and Ginger Rogers. ton. Now operating are KTLA in| News, was partly spot news and | 


Hollywood and WBKB in Chicago. | Partly 
| ment. 


Warners’ star list has increased | 


from 23 to 38 over the last period. ' 
12 More Before End ’49 


Following completion of the 
initial eight pix in the current pro- 
gram, the studio will be set to roll 
on 12 more, possibly before the 
end of the year. Full schedule of 
the 20 pix in various stages of pro- 
duction include “Chain  Light- 
ning,” with Humphrey Bogart 
and Eleanor Parker; “Rose Mo- 
line.” a Bette Davis’ vehicle; 
“White Heat,” a Cagney starrer; 
“Perfect Strangers,” with Ginger 
Rogers and Dennis Morgan; “The 
Miami Story,” starring Burt Lan- 
caster; “Ethan Frome,” starring 
Gregory Prck; “Dallas,” with Er- 
ro' Flynn and Patricia Neal. 

A'so. “Bright Leaf,” starring, 
Gary Cooper; “The Victim,” with | 
Joan Crawford; “Young Man With | 
a Horn,” with Lauren Bacall and | 
Kirk Douglas; “The Glass Me- | 
nagerie,’” Jane Wyman - Douglas | 
st: rer; “Victoria Grandolet,” star- | 
ring Jennifer Jones and Louis | 
Jourdan; “Always Leave Them 
Laughing,” a Danny Kaye vehicle; | 
“The Travelers,” starring John | 
Wayne and Eleanor Parker; “Octo- | 
pus and Miss Smith,” Jane Wy-' 
man-Dennis Morgan starrer; “West | 
Point Story,” another Cagney pic; ' 
“Barricade,” with Dane _ Clark; 
“Colt 45,” with Randolph Scott; 
“Stagefright,” with Miss Wyman. | 
and “Return of the Frontiersman,” | 
with Scott. 

Producer assignments made on 
the above pix to date give four 
fiims to Jerry Wald, three to An- 


thony Veiller, two apiece to Henry | 


B'anke, Lou Edelman and Skul 
Elkins, and one apiece to Hitch- 
cock, Jay Dratler and Harry 
Kurnitz. , 














RKO Rolls 3 More 


Hollywood, April 26. | 

Three pictures went into wor 
at RKO yesterday (Mon.) making 
a total of five. 
Starters were “I Married a Com- 
munist.” “The Bail Bond Story” | 
and “Arizona Ambush.” 
while, “After the Storm” is being 


filmed for RKO in Italy and “The! precendent, ask the court tO ap-/ a dual role. 


Big Steal” in Mexico. 


Par Under Fire 
For Its TV Plans 


Paramount is seen by industry 
observers as having gained little 
via its recent divorcement toward , 
getting into video if the Federal 
Communications Commission fol- 
lows the line laid down last week 
by chairman Edwin C. Johnson of | 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee. A major motive of Par 
in accepting a consent decree de- | 
priving it of its theatres is be- 
lieved to have been its’ desire to 
clear the path for activity in tele. 

Company figured that one im- 
portant aspect of accepting di- 
vorcement would be to clean its 








RKO’s Respite 


Continued from page 5 


recent being “Red Canyon.” While 
homeoffice has set “Life of Riley” 
into the house this week (27) “Ma 
and Pa Kettle” has been booked 
into the Roosevelt May 4, and “City 
Across the River,” into Orinetai, 
starting April 28 for three weeks. 





k | RKO isn’t too happy with its thea- | 


tre arrangement either, getting 
one-week shrift on what it thought 
was better product. 

It seems possible that Balaban & 


decree, will also, under the RKO 


prove similar extended showings. 
With the Apollo being torn down 
next month, more product will be 
available for the other houses of 
the circuit. United Artists or State- 


Lake would be likely locations. 
UA. which usually showed top 
M-G product, has been doing 


rather poorly in the last several 
months. State-Lake, outside of the 
Chicago, has the largest seating 
capacity, 2,700 seats. 


Video's Quicker 
Coverage Alters 
Newsreels Format 


The 





impact of television on 








U's $1,070,000 Average Production — 
Cost Pared to 7406 Per Pic in °49 





Benny Film Off 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Clearance troubles and inability 
to come to terms with Jack Benny 
caused 20th-Fox to shelve “The 
‘Husband Who Ran Away,” origi- 
nally slated as a George Jessel 


Mean-| Katz, also defendants under the production. 


Script called for Benny to play 
Studio was unable to 
|'clear the rights with the person 
'on whom the character is based. 


JP’s 33%, Dent 





| 


Chicago, April 26. 

After more than a year of 
| operations under the Jackson Park 
| decree, Balaban & Katz, in its an- 
| nual report to stockholders last 
| week, showed a profit one-third 
| less than 1947. Barney Balaban, 
| prexy, said the 
| $3,455,071, or $13.07 per share, in 
| contrast to $5,043,228, equal to 
| $19.09 a share the preceding year. 

John Balaban, secretary of the 
| wholly owned Paramount circuit, 
claimed the lesser take was due to 
the two-week 





legal skirts for obtaining FCC ap-| newsreels showed up again this | showings of picts and immediate 
proval of the three station appli-| week when Paramount turned en | subsequent runs. Prior to the JP 


cations it now has pending, plus 


the two outlets now operating. Ap- 
plications are pending for channels 
in San Francisco, Detroit and Bos- 


Senator Johnson, in one of the 
roughest attacks ever made on 
the FCC, indicated little sympathy 
for the film companies, 
parently for Paramount in particu- 
lar. That was the implication that 
was seen by industryites in John- 
son’s heated remarks that “inter- 
ests who have accepted consent 
decrees stand defiantly at the 
counter demanding the right to get 
into television.” 


Rental Lots Idle 
As Indies Seek Coin 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Hollywood's rental studios, once 
pestered by over-crowding, have a 
new housing problem on _ their 
hands—no tenants. One reason for 
the empty lots is the lack of indie 
financing. Another is that  pro- 
ducers lucky enough to get back- 
ing are shooting on location. 

One picture, Pine-Thomas’ “‘Cap- 
tain China,” is currently in work 
at Nassour studio. The RKO- 
Pathe, Charles Chaplin, California 
and General Service studios are 
dark, as well 
Center. 


| 20th Steps Up 


—_—__m=, continued from page 5 


The 20th plan affected theatres 



































with a seating capacity of 28,000. | a 
|New York” for release by Eagle | Charging IATSE with violating an 


At a previous meeting here, on | ; 
.. Wolfgang Reinhardt signed | NLRB consent agreement signed in 


March 29, Smith and Lichtman vir- | 
, tually decided upon sliding-scale | 


selling, with the pix to be award- 
ed on the basis of competitive bid- 
ding. “‘Mr. Belvedere Goes to Col- 
lege,” currently first-run at the 


| midtown Fox theatre, will be the 


TV Beclouds 


Continued from page 5 








theatre investments are 
coldly. 

Situation is building into an im- 
passe that is slowing the number 
of real éstate deals on theatres, it 
is further said. No one will sell at 
the basement counter formula fixed 
by the banks. On the other hand, 
those who want to buy just cannot 
get the banks to back the transac- 
tion at a higher rate and put up 
the necessary mortgage coin. 

The muddle, it is claimed, is 
causing considerable difficulty in 
the case of Paramount. That com- 
pany has been seeking outside cap- 
ital in instances where it has failed 
to reach agreement with its part- 
ners on terms for dissolution of 
the ties. However, Par has been 
hampered by the banks’ tele fears 
and several promising deals have 
fallen through because ef them. 


eyed 


‘first film to be let out under the 


new clearance system. 
Virtually forgotten in the new 


program was the 20th officials’ sug- | 


gestion at the previous meeting of 
having films break day-and-date in 
the neighborhoods with first-run 
premieres. While stepping up the 
clearance date seven days and the 
wide-open inclusion of nabe houses 
are certain to find favor, the Smith- 
Lichtman = sliding-scale plan and 
other proposals made at the previ- 
ous meeting drew strong exhibitor 
opposition. In a bulletin issued to 
its membership, the Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatres Owners of East- 
ern Pennsylvania took exception 
to the 20th proposals, which were 
translated generally as meaning 
— one thing—‘more film rent- 
als.” 

Allied’s argument runs that fa- 
vored theatres in opposition with 
indie exhibs pay much less for 
film than the competing independ- 
ents. Definite instances were cited. 


and ap-| 


as Motion Picture | 


a complete issue, labelled “Wha 


board survey of the housing ques- 
tion. The film, sold as the regu- 
lar midweek issue of Paramount 


documentary in its treat- 
It is the sort of issue which 
the reels will release with in- 
creasing frequency as tele chal- 
lenges its competitor on spot news 
| coverage. 

| Par has been experimenting with 
| a series of these combo news-plus- 


| background issues. Recently, com- | 


| pany released a full issue devoted 
| to the North Atlantic Pact. 
| Housing reel opens with the 
, Congressional debate on the sub- 
| ject, attempting to give various 
| views of the D.C. solons. Pic then 
| focuses on the housing at Fort Dix 
|for ex-Gl’s and their families; 
|takes up the Walter Reuther plan 
for converting idle factories into 
, homes; and then shows William J. 


in Long Island. 

Paramounters are convinced that 
the reel must change its style to a 
more three-dimensional treatment 
of news to meet the tele challenge. 
On the question of spot news cov- 
| erage, video, of course, has the ad- 
vantage of almost instantaneous 
delivery of pix to the public. 


| Briefs From the Lots 














| Hollywood, April 26. 


Republic bought “Ranger of 
Cherokee Strip,” written by Earl 
Snell, as an oater in the Mont 
Hale series...Bryan Foy sigi:ed 
Laslo Benedek to direct “Port of 


Lion 
Dorothy Hannah to write the 
screenplay on “An American in 


'Havana,” dealing with the exploits 


of Elaine Townsend, an American 
gal who runs a gambling casino in 
|/Cuba...Next picture by Emerald 
Productions, owned by Ida Lupino 
and Collier Young, will be a tale 
‘of polio victims, with Sally For- 
rest, Keefe Brasselle and Leo Penn 
in top roles 


Elliott in “Crosswinds,” formerly 
titled “The Wanderer,” which goes 
_into work May 9, with Joseph Kane 
producing and directing 
Walters handed new _ seven-year 
contract as director at Metro... 
Marjorie Rambeau returned to the 
screen in ‘“‘Abandoned” at U-I. 
Metro bought “Just Eighteen,” 
authored by Mildred Cram and 
Audrey Ovington, as a starrer for 
Elizabeth Taylor. Rafael 
tini’s novel, “The Return of Cap- 
tain Blood,” will be filmed by Co- 
lumbia, starting next August on lo- 
cations in the West Indies, with 
Harry Joe _ Brown producing 
Fred MacMurray closed a deal to 
make his indie picture, ‘Border- 


line,” at 20th-Fox, with Milton 
Bren, producer, and William A. 
Seiter, director, sharing in the 
profits 


on a cross-the- | 


Levitt’s tremendous devlopments | 


Adrian Booth drew | 
the femme lead opposite William j 


| Hannegan | 


..Charles | 


Saba- | 


decree, B&K was one of the de- 
fendants who controlled downtown 
runs and channelized film through 
their own houses before releasing 
| to other houses. 

Also disclosed the 
|B&K’s tele station lost 
| $350,000 last year. 


Double-Featured Picketing 
Now on B’way: 306 and SPG 


Broadway theatres are being hit 
with picket lines from two direc- 
tions with the Screen Publicists 
Guild mobilizing against five 
major companies and projection- 
ists Local 306 members massing in 
front of the Paramount. Stem- 
ming frém dismissal of two pro- 
jectionists at the Brooklyn Para- 
mount, Local 306 rank-and-filers 
are carrying on “unofficial” dem- 
onstrations before the Times 
Square theatre, but union opera- 
tors are continuing to man the 
Paramount booth under the two- 
year contract. 

SPG, meantime, has opened a 
picket and paper war against Para- 
mount, Warners, Metro, 20th-Fox 
and RKO theatres off Broadway 
following a complete breakdown in 
new contract negotiations. Guild 
moved last week to bring the dis- 
pute before the N. Y. State Media- 
tion Board but the companies 
nixed the proposal. Guild’s cur- 
rent strategy calls for enlisting 
public support for its contract 
| demands. 
| 


| SPG Claims IA Violation 


Hollywood, April 26. 
| Independent Screen Publicists 
‘Guild filed a petition with the Na- 
‘tional Labor’ Relations Board, 


fact that 
about 











July, 1946. SPG declares IA 
| agreed to disband its publists’ lo- 
cal and refrain from further juris- 
| dictional bids for flacks., 

| NLRB was asked to throw out 
_ the IATSE petition to represent 
major studio publicists and to 
order an industry-wide election of 
| press agents similar to those held 
in 1939 and 1946. 




















treasurer, $69,405 against $64,891: 
and Wilfred J. Eadie, controller, 
$69,405 against $53,900. 

Darryl F. Zanuck, production 
veepee, again took the biggest coin, 
with $260,000 for the year. Spyros 
Skouras, 20th’s prez, garnered 
$252,385 while W. C. Michel, exec 
veepee, received $116,830. For his 
chores as distribution dept. adviser 
Tom Connors was paid $54,000 dur- 
ing °48. 

Zanuck was top stockholder with 
100,129 shares of common in his 
coffers plus 30,000 additional 
shares held by his family with Za- 
inuck as administrator. 


To B&K Profits 


company made, 


limitation of Loop} 


€ Hollywood, April 26. 


Production budget at Universal]. 
International has been cut from an 
estimated $1,070,000 per film on 
| the 1948 schedule to an average of 
| $740,000 per picture for 1949. Out- 
‘lay for 22 films made last year was 
‘approximately $23,480,000. ‘This 
| year, on the basis of 30 pix, studio 
will lay out $22,100,000. 

Universal prexy Nate Blumberg 
is in Hollywood to go over the fig- 
ures and gander the completed 
product. Only five on this year's 
agenda are slated for budgets of 
$1,000,000 or more. Remaining 25 
will range from $215,000 to $930.- 
000 each. This compares with 13 
for $1,000,000 or more each last 
year with balance of nine ranging 
from $450,000 to $850,000. 

Currently lensing “Sword in 
| Desert” is studio’s top budgeter 
for 1949 and is expected to wind 





for $1,175,000. Last year’s most 
expensive pic was “You Gotta 
| Stay Happy” at $1,775,000. Rang- 


ing down from “Sword” are “Moon 
Over Java,” “Occupation House- 
wife” and “Paradise Lost” at $1.- 
100,000 each; two Abbott & Cos- 
tello pix at $750,000 each: six 


Technicolor films, “Bagdad,” 
|*Tomahawk,” “Sierra,” ‘Curtain 
{Call at Cactus Creek,” “Yes Sir, 


| That's My Baby” and “Streets of 
| Cairo,” costing between $620,000 
and $850,000 each. 


Studio’s 1949 output comprises 
westerns, comedies, action dramas 
and documentaries as compared 
with several of last year’s pix that 
were strong on heavy drama and 
whimsy. Black-and-white produc- 
tions include “Illegal Entry,” 
$590,000; “Take One False Step.” 
$855,000; “The Lady Gambles,” 
$930,000; “Arctic Manhunt,” $215,- 
000; ‘‘Ma and Pa Kettle,” $380,000; 
| ‘‘Western Story,” $800,000; “Come 
Be My Love,” $620,000; ‘‘Francis,” 
$625,000. 

Reduced budgets were achieved 
by careful planning under Leo 
Spitz and William Goetz. Pair 
have eliminated most of the par- 
ticipation deals prevalent during 
| past several years at the studio. 
They have also trimmed costs to 
the current market. This is ex- 
pected to reflect strongly in this 
year’s product. 


$5,200,000 Value 


Continued from page 3 


Mature, Lizabeth Scott, Ann Soth- 
ern, Shirley Temple, John Agar, 
Joseph Cotten, Valli, Frank Sin- 
atra and Janis Carter. At 20th- 
Fox the studio reached out on the 
lend-lease plan for Rory Calhoun, 
Ray Milland, Veronica Lake, Wan- 
da Hendrix, Susan Hayward and 
‘Bill Powell. Paramount’s studio- 
to-studio hoppers consist of Victor 
Mature, Angela Lansbury, Gene 
| Tierney, Donna Reed and Coleen 
| Grey. Columbia’s borrowings in- 
clude Jennifer Jones, Jack Carson, 
and Ray Miliand. Universal snatch- 
;ed Dana Andrews from Samuel 
| Goldwyn for “Sword in the Des- 
, ert,” while Goldwyn is borrowing 
| Susan Hayward from Walter Wan- 
| ger for “My Foolish Heart.” 




































Harmon-McCarthy 


=== Continued from page 4 oe 


'exhib relations job, it appeared to 
| be virtually a foregone conclusion 
‘by Harmon himself and _ other 
'MPAA execs last week that the 
‘switch would be made. Harmon, 
|in conversation, clearly gave that 
| indication. 

Actually, the change is an ad- 
ministrative one within Johnston's 
| province and no official sanction 
by the board is needed. However, 
|the matter came up for discussion 
,a couple weeks ago when 20th- 
Fox prexy Spyros Skouras _regis- 
| tered the objection that Harmon 
| had no experience for such a job. 
|Par topper Barney. Balaban de- 
| fended the MPAA exec. 

Attending yesterday’s session 
|from Washington were Johnston, 
| Joyce O’Hara, his aide; Edward L. 
Cheyfitz, assistant to Johnston on 
| special projects; John G. Bryson, 
legislate rep, and Kenneth Clark, 
public relations chief. New York 
staffers in attendance ivcluded 

Harmon and_ counsel Sidney 
| Schreiber. 
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READY! 


WARNER BROS. ARE 








SET. 


WATCH WARNER BROS. 








AS NEVER BEFORE! 





“A. no period in our Studio’s history has so much been ac- 
complished — so much of major importance to the industry. 

In the product completed and in the story properties we 
have assembled for full-speed-ahead production, exhibitors 
can see that our Studio is prepared to surpass every past 
record of performance. 

Our plans go so far beyond any program we have ever 
put forward that the addition of more and more stars was 


required. 


Through arrangements with David O. Selznick we are 
happy to welcome many of his important personalities. We 
are very proud too, to welcome the many other great names 
who have joined our already impressive star roster. 

These people, this program, and the vast resources of 
our Studio, are positive testimony that Warner Bros. are 
prepared as never before to bring new levels of success to 


) hl Warr 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 


the motion picture exhibitor.” 
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| JENNIFER JONES * GREGORY PEC ’ JOSEPH COTTE HIRL Y 
JAMES CAGNEY = JOHN GARFIELD * MARLENE DIETRICH = RANDOLPH SCO}! 
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BETTE DAVIS RAY BOLGER 
HUMPHREY BOGART JOEL McCREA 
 INGRID BERGMAN — EVE ARDEN 
ERROL FLYNN JUNE HAVER 
JOAN CRAWFORD = © GORDON MACRAE 
GARY COOPER LEW AYRES 
DENNIS MORGAN ELEANOR PARKER 
LAUREN BACALL CLAUDE RAINS 
DAVID NIVEN PATRICIA NEAL 
JANE WYMAN SYDNEY GREENSTREET & 
DANNY KAYE DANE CLARK 
VIVECA LINDFORS EDDIE BRACKEN 
JACK CARSON = ZACHARY SCOTT 
VIRGINIA MAYO = §. Z. SAKALL 
ALEXIS SMITH © RAYMOND MASSEY 
DORIS DAY MICHAEL WILDING 
RONALD REAGAN . DAVID BRIAN 


PEP Ps OPA R RM 


wid 





mii Y TEMPLE = LOUIS JOURDAN + BETSY DRAKE ~ RORY CALHOUN 
cof T JOHN WAYNE « BURT LANCASTER * KIRK DOUGLAS GINGER ROGERS 


: ; + 
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“UNDER CAPRICORN’ “*"" BERGMAN COTTEN WILDING 


“MY DREAM 1S YOURS” nus DAY sx CARSON ur BOWMAN oc ARDEN 222 


“THE HASTY HEART” RONALD REAGAN PATRICIA NEAL RICHARD TODD 


“HAPPY TIMES” rcmcon DANNY KAYE 

“GIRL FROM JONES BEACH” RONALD REAGAN VIRGINIA MAYO EDDIE BRACKEN 
“LOOK FOR THE SILVER LINING” remcse Haver Boiger Macie 
“MONTANA secuncooe ERROL FLYNN ALEXIS SMITH ‘stati 
"NIGHT UNTO NIGHT” RONALD REAGAN VIVECA LINDFORS ctawroro 

“ITS AGREAT FEELING” nemeuse DENNIS MORGAN DORIS DAY JACK CARSON sz 
“COLORADO TERRITORY "sz" JOEL McCREA VIRGINIA MAYO 
“BACKFIRE” Cuark Mayo Macrae Lindtors O’srien 

“THE YOUNGER BROTHERS” rcoease Moves Bewwer Puce Baoors Hutton 

“TASK FORCE” GARY COOPER vinx seem 


The most valuable properties ever assembled 
w EL; T / on our sound stages—preparing and 
wal ©6= in production at full-speed-ahead! 


“CHAIN LIGHTNING” HUMPHREY BOGART ELEANOR PARKER © 


"BEYOND THE FOREST BETTE DAVIS JOSEPH COTTEN 
“WHITE HEAT JAMES CAGNEY 

















“PERFECT STRANGERS” GINGER ROGERS DENNIS MORGAN 


“THE MIAMI STORY’ BURT LANCASTER 

“ETHAN FROME’ GREGORY PECK 

"DALLAS © recxmcour ERROL FLYNN PATRICIA NEAL 
“BRIGHT LEAF GARY COOPER | 

“THE VICTIM’ JOAN CRAWFORD DAVID BRIAN 

“YOUNG MAN WITH A HORN” tauren BACALL siex DOUGLAS sons DAY 
“THE GLASS MENAGERIE’ JANE WYMAN KIRK DOUGLAS 
“VICTORIA GRANDOLET” sccuncooe JENNIFER JONES LOUIS JOURDAN 
“ALWAYS SWEETHEARTS” semcom Tempte Firzcerao McAuister Seasiscur 
“THE TRAVELERS: ‘ recucoe JOHN WAYNE ELEANOR PARKER 
“THE OCTOPUS AND MISS SMITH” ine WYMAN pens MORGAN eve ARDEN 
“ALWAYS LEAVE THEM LAUGHING tccuncooe DANNY KAYE 
“WEST POINT STORY ” recomcoroe sames CAGNEY ne HAVER conoon MCRAE 
“BARRICADE” scumcoe DANE CLARK VIRGINIA MAYO RAYMOND MASSEY 
“COLT 45> tecucooe RANDOLPH SCOTT ALEXIS SMITH 
“STAGEFRIGHT © ““rrcoucron «= JANE WYMAN MARLENE DIETRICH 


Every one of these productions is complete 


READY | anes 


“FLAMINGO ROAD” JOAN CRAWFORD %cor7’. seis. crctnsteer 
“THE FOUNTAINHEAD” GARY COOPER PATRICIA NEAL swcrscsis 


prose er 
Lge 
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f Warner Bros. 
Directors 


RICHARD BARE 
DAVID BUTLER 
MICHAEL CURTIZ 
PETER GODFREY 
STUART HEISLER 
ALFRED HITCHCOCK 
VINCENT SHERMAN 
KING VIDOR 
RAOUL WALSH 
BRETAIGNE WINDUST 


Warner Bros. 
Producers 


HENRY BLANKE 
JAY DRATLER 
LOU EDELMAN 
SAUL ELKINS 
EVERETT FREEMAN 
WILLIAM JACOBS 
HARRY KURNITZ 
MILTON SPERLING 
ANTHONY VEILLER 
JERRY WALD 


Also producing for 
Warner Bros. 


——_CAGNEY PRODUCTIONS - 
___* BRYAN Foy PRopucTiONS 











PRODUCT 


AS NEVER BEFORE ! 


STARS 


AS NEVER BEFORE! 
| 


WARNER | 
BROS. 
ARE 
| «GEARED | 
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The Great Gatsby 
Hollywood, April 26. 


amount release of Richard Maibaum 
production. Stars Alan Ladd, Betty Field, 
Macdonald Carey, Ruth Hussey, Barry 
Sullivan, Howard Da Silva; features Shel- 
jey Winters, Directed by Elliott Nugent. 
Screenplay, Cyril Hume, Richard Mai- 
baum; adapted from novel by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald and lay by Owen Davis; 
camera, John F. itz; score, Robert Em- 


t Dolan; editor, Ellsworth Hoagland. 
pe ieshown April 25, ’49. Running time, 
91 MINS. 

Jay Gatsby...-..+- evecserces Alan Ladd 
Daisy Buchanan.......--..--. Betty Field 
Nick Carraway.....++-- Macdonald Carey 
Jerdan Baker.....«.++.+-- Ruth Hussey 
Tom Buchanan.......--- Barry Sullivan 
Wilson __.. .. - se vececes Howard Da _ Silva 
Myrtle Wilson......+++-- Shelley Winters | 
Dan Cody......-.+e++++.-... Henry Hull | 
Ella Cody. .....eseesees- Carole Matthews | 
Myron LupuS.....-+e++-- d Begley | 
Klipspringer.....++++++-. Elisha Cook, Jr. 


» Range peewee cues Nicholas Joy 
Ske abe oe Walter 
Tito 


The Guest 
Kinsella 
Mavromichaelis 


Greaza 
Vuolo 


“The Great-Gatsby” fails to jell 
as firstclass screen entertainment, 


but it has Alan Ladd and other 
good cast names to help ticket 
sales. Exploitation angles can be 


ballyhooed strongly as another aid 
but general 
not strong. 


F. Scott Fitzgerald’s story of the | 


roaring '20s is peopled with shal- 
low characters and the _ script 


stresses the love story rather than | 
bootlegging ele-| 


the hi-jacking, 
ments which the Ladd fans would 
have liked more. Ladd handtes his 
characterization ably, making it as 
well-rounded as the yarn permits 
and fares better 
members in trying to make the sur- 
face characters come to life. 
Gatsby is a fabulous bootlegger 
who has parlayed his relentless 
drive into fortune. When the stack 
of blue chips is large enough, he 
turns his attention to winning back 
a girl he lost years ago to a wealthy 
man. After some montage to estab- 
lish his character, picture goes into 
the romance angles, but it’s never 
a penetrating portrait of the era or 
the people that flitted through it. 
Futility of the times, and of the 
story, is best expressed when Gats- 


by is mistakenly gunned down by | 


a jealous husband to write finis to 
what has been a hopeless romance 
all along. Betty Field is the other 


end of the love story but fails to} 


make “it good make-believe. Mac- 
donald Carey, as a bystander in 
the drama, and Ruth Hussey, an- 
other example of the frantic, drift- 
ing characters about which Fitz- 
gerald wrote, do well enough with 
their assignments. 

Barry Sullivan is Miss Field's 
husband, and Howard Da Silva is 
the jealous spouse of Shelley Win- 
ters who kills Ladd by mistake. 
Miss Winters, while featured, has 
only a brief bit of footage. Among 


the supporting players, there are | 


two strong portraits, those by 
Henry Hull, rich miner who gives 
Gatsby a twisted philosophy on life 
and money, and Carole Matthews, 
the miner’s young wife. 

Elliott Nugent’s direction skips 
along the surface of the era de- 


picted. The script by Cyril Hume) 
and Richard Maibaum didn’t give | 


him much substance to work with. 
Maibaum also produced, supplying 
good physical dressing but falling 
short of delivering a stpong drama 
of one of the colorful “periods of 
Americana. The score by Robert 
Emmett Dolan expresses the period 
and John F. Seitz supplied expert 
lensing. Cutting is erratic. 
: Brog. 


The Seeret Garden 
(PART TECHNICOLOR) 


Metro release of Clarenc Brown pro- 
duction. Stars Margaret O’Brien, Herbert 
Marshall; features Dean Stockwell, Gladys 
Cooper, Elsa Lanchester, Brian Roper, 
Reginald Owen. Directed by 
Wilcox. Screenplay by Robert Ardrey. 





based on novel by Frances Hodgson Bur- | 


nett; camera. (Part Technicolor), Ray 
June; editor, Robert J. Kern; score, 
Bronislau Kaper. Previewed in New York, 


April 19, 49. Running time, 92 MINS. 






Mary Lennox.......... Margaret O’Brien 
Archibald Craven...... Herbert Marshall 
Colin Craven..... ...-Dean Stockwell 
Mrs. Medlock..... .... Gladys Cooper | 
ae ..-Elsa_ Lanchester 
pT RENT REPT Brian Roper 
Ben Weatherstaff..... ...-Reginald Owen 


Dr. Griddlestone..... 


Dr. Fortescue............. George Zucco 
Wii GE. s poccccecs: Lowell Gilmore 
OTM 6 oi 0 ch nb b 400 0008 66's Billy Bevan) 
Mr. Pitcher....... baedess . Dennis Hoey 
Mr. Bromley............Mathew Boulton | 
Governess.......+.. $e000s, Isobel Elsom 
WORE, Std 2 kkew, cxessosel Norma Varden 





Metro has produced a highly un- | 
usual picture in ‘“‘The Secret Gar- | 


den,” and deserves a gold star on 
that basis, at least. But the vague- 
ly allegorical story is confused in 
appeal and the result is a top-qual- 
ity film from the production stand- 
point that will be spotty at the b.o. 

Stars Margaret O’Brien and Her- 
bert Marshall will have to show 
strong marquee voltage in local 
situations to overcome the difficul- 
ties of the story. The trouble is 
that its appeal is not clearly de- 
fined as to adults or children. It 
is a_ yarn about kids and, super- 
ficially, it would appear designed 
to entice them. Yet the allegori- 
cal and psychological implications 
that have been carried over from 
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s book 
are clearly for the grown-up trade. 
Not only that, but a good bit of 
the production is designed to cre- 


boxoffice outlook is| 


than other cast | 


Fred M. | 


.....-Aubrey Mather | 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Great Gatsby” (Par). 
F. Scott Fitzgerald's story of 
roaring ’20s uncertain enter- 
tainment; Alan Ladd stars. 

“Secret Garden” (M-G). An 
unusual picture which poses a 
problem in selling for exhibs. 

“We Were Strangers” (Col). 
Strong b.o. thriller on the 
Cuban revolution directed by 
John Huston. 

“Special Agent” (Par). Good 
melodrama for the action mar- 
ket; about special agents who 
fight crime for the railroads. 

“Streets of San Francisco” 





(Rep), Robert Armstrong, 
Mae Clarke, Gary Gray in 
gangster meller; strong sup- 
porter. 


“The Big Cat” (EL). 
Technicolor 


Lush 
outdoor actioner 


that should satisfy in sec- 
ondary situations. 
“The Crooked Way” (UA). 


Routine gangster yarn with 
a Payne, Sonny Tufts; mild 
| 0. 

“The Golden Madonna” 
(WB). Lightweight British tale 
about Italian peasants. 

“Fighting Fools” (Mono). 
Prize ring pic in the Bowery 
Boy series; fair b.o. 

“Stampede” (Mono). Rod 
Cameron, Johnny Mack Brown 
help b.o. chances of _ this 
western. 





" ——— 
| ate eerie terror that may discour- 





] 
essentially, pic’s big appeal is in| 
its thriller aspects plus a soupcon | 
of romance. 

Its strongpoint and weakness too | 


‘is the chief dramatic device em-| 
ployed—the tunnelling by a secret) 
band to the ce.iter of Havana’s big 


cemetary where the conspirators 


plan to blow up most of the po-| 


| liticos gathered at a state funeral. 


| punch. 


Near misses of discovery by a ter- 
rorist agent (Pedra Armendariz) as 
well as a cannily engendered feel- 
ing of growing suspense supply the 
But the detailed business 
of tunnelling has the camera pay- 
ing too much attention to the 
shovel-work. This lends a gener- 


| ally static quality to the film’s mid- 


dle reels. 
In the conspiracy, Garfield plays 


| the part of the squad leader un- 
| dertaking the digging. Situs of the 


operations is the home of China 


| Valdes (Miss Jones) whose brother 


age parents from letting moppets | 


see the pic. 

Little Miss O’Brien is picturell 
as an orphan come to live in the 
gigantic estate on the Yorkshire 
moors of her uncle, Herbert Mar- 
shall. His wife had died 10 years 
earlier and he has turned against 
the world in bitterness, admitting 
he’s on the thin line between san- 
|ity and the snake pit. He has a 
'son, Dean Stockwell, who suffers 
from a paralysis of the legs and 


chiatrist could probably explain, 


get well. 


| the garden in which his wife was 
| killed. He keeps it locked until 
| Miss O’Brien finds a key and, with 
| the aid of a neighbor boy (Brian 
Roper), secretly nurtures the ne- 
| glected flowers and plants back to 
| beauty. The pair spirit young 
| Stockwell into their “secret gar- 
den” all summer, via a wheelchair, 
| with the result that the fresh air, 
companionship and new outlook 
make him able to take his first 
steps and cause his sour father to 
| brighten up in the realization that 
| life must belong to the living, not 
| the dead. 

Among the oddities of the film is 
the fact that every time the gar- 





iden is shown, it shifts into Tech- | 


' nicolor. 


The production through- 
out is on a lavish scale. Unfor- 
tunately, the performances do not 
equal it. Miss O’Brien and young 
Roper, a recent British import, are 
kept well under rein and are pleas- 
ing. Marshall and the Stockwell 
lad, however, have been handed 


matic. 


on emphasizing the eerie facets of 
the film, but he’s not always able 





it pace. Herb. 


We Were Strangers 


Columbia release of Horizon Pictures 
(S. P. Eagle-John Huston) production, di- 
rected by Huston. Stars Jennifer Jones, 
John Garfield, fea- 
Roland, 


Pedro Armendariz; 
| tures Ramon Novarro. Gilbert 
Wally Cassell, David Bond, 
Morris Ankrum. Screenplay, Peter Vier- 
tel, Huston, based on an episode in Rob- 
| ert Sylvester’s novel, ‘“‘Rough Sketch’’; 
camera, Russel! Metty: editor, Al Clark; 
musical director, M. W. Stoloff. Trade- 





|and terror of all despots. 


has been slain by Machado terror- 
ists. The whole scheme goes awry 
when the family of the assassinat- 
ed politico decides against. burying 
the victim in the Havana cemetery 
plot. In a burst of fireworks, Gar- 
field is killed by the cops just as 
the final revolt, ending the Ma- 
chado overlordship, is touched off. 

Machado overthrow, occurring 
without relationship to the film’s 
plot development (and without ex- 
planation), is anti-climactic and too 
pat. Film could have packed con- 
siderable more documentary wal- 
lop if the revolt which did in fact 
occur had been woven into the 
main story. 

Against this minor red-ink, film 
includes superb features. Possibly 
tops is a devastating portrait of a 
police agent by Armendariz. In 
one scene, where he wolfs his food 
and drink while expounding his 
gestapo philosophy, Armendariz 
has caught the essential cruelty 
In this 


| sequence, Huston’s directorial skill 


Among Marshall’s quirks is a|an added reportorial quality and 
phobia about anyone going into| must be put on the credit side. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


is also at its peak. 
Without elaborate costuming or 


| makeup, Miss Jones does excellent 
whom—for some reason that a psy- | 


work as a co-conspirator. Camera’s 
treatment of her, sans the usual 


but not to a kid audience—he | glamor, may come as a surprise to 
keeps in bed, refusing to let him | the customers. The refusal to com- 


promise with reality gives the film 


Miss Jones, sporting a neat Cuban 
accent, is effective and altogether | 
convincing in her role. 

Garfield, also, comes through | 
with a highly convincing perform- | 
ance. His is a muted part, hinting 


|at power, which bursts into full 


fury only at the end. In his first 
| film part in many years, Ramon 
| Novarro is totally unrecognizable 
| from his youthful, romantic stints. | 
| Novarro works in an effective me- 
tallic, fast-talking quality in the 
part of a rebel chief. All other 
parts are uniformly excellent with 
| that of Gilbert Roland as a trouba- 
pores conspirator especially stand- 
out. 

Settings are nicely aimed to cap- 
_ture the most for the story, those 


| of Havana’s narrow streets being; 


| particularly 


good. Background 


music plus several songs chanted 


unbelievable and impossible roles | 
that lead them to overdo the dra-| 


by Roland are additive qualities. | 
Wit. 





Special Agent | 
Hollywood, April 26. 


Paramount release of William H. Pine- 


| William C. Thomas production, directed 


Fred Wilcox’s direction is strong | 


to overcome the story itself to give | 


by Thomas. Stars William Eythe; features 
George Reeves, Laura Elliot, Paul Valen- 
tine. Tom Powers. Screenplay, Lewis R. 
Foster, Whitman Chambers; based on 
material by Milton Raison: camera, Ellis 


Carter; editor. Howard Smith. Trade- 
shown April 25, ’49. Running time, 70 
MINS. 

Johnny Douglas.......... William Eythe 
| Paul Devereaux......... George Reeves 


Jose Perez, | 


| 


Lucille Peters Laura Elliot 
Edmond Devereaux....... Paul Valentine 
Special Agent Wilcox.......Tom Powers 
Rose McCreary .....Carole Mathews 
Grandfather Devereaux Frank Puglia 
Jake Rumpler.......... ..... Jeff York 
Mabel Rumpler........ Virginia Christine 
Pop Peters La ..... Walter Baldwin 
Superintendent Olmstead Robert Williams 
Sheriff Babcock R 


aymond Bond | 


Sheriff Dodson........... Joseph Granby | 
2 _. Sarre Morgan Farley 
i re" John Hilton 
Jake Rumpler, Jr........... Peter Miles | 
_ we JAA Jimmy Hunt 
_ eer ee eee Arthur Stone 


| “Special Agent” is a forthright | 


man-hunt thriller that will have | 
okay going in the action market. 


| There’s a minimum of waste mo- 


shown N. Y., April 15, 49. Running time, 
106 MINS. 

i Sverre ree Jeniffer Jones 
.. 2, Soe John Garfield 
Armando Ariete....... Pedro Armendariz 
| Serre eee Gilbert Roland | 
| Chief ... cc cccccccccces Ramon Novarro | 
eee Wally Cassell 
NON.) cos cidade gecdove nas David Bond 
| Toto Pitee eG . Jose Perez 
Bank Manager.. Morris Ankrum 
.... ere Tito Rinaldo 
Roberto . Paul Monte 
Bombmaker.........++.- Leonard Strong , 
Rubio .. bstacwhes . Robert Tafur 


In “We Were Strangers,” John 
'Huston has come up with a fin- 


| close to his best films. It’s chiefly 
la suspenseful 
| adaptation of Robert Sylvester's 
|novel, “Rough Sketch,” steered 
through a framework of Cuban 
‘revolution. Powerhoused by a 
Jennifer Jones-John Garfield cast- 
|ing combo, this pic can’t help but 
| do business everywhere. 

While relating the overthrow of 
the Machado dictatorship on the 
Carribean island. “Strangers” is 
| not a “significant” one in the trade 
| parlance of the term. Its distilla- 
1 tion of political and social over- 
tones are worked mainly as a foil 
to the revolutionary stalwarts vs. 
state gestapo duelling that makes 
,up the body of the film. Hence, 


| backing, competent direction and 


‘ished job of directing that edges’ 
and_hard-driving | 


{tion used to tell the yarn, it has 


been given the proper production 


expert playing to fit it to any re- 
lease demand. 

It draws its melodramatic meat 
from an actual case in the files of 
the railroads’ special agent divi-, 
sion. Lewis R. Foster and Whit- 
man Chambers scripted from ma- 
terial gathered by Milton Raison, 


telling of a daring express car rob- ~ 


bery by two brothers and the pains- 
taking way the special agents go 
about bringing the crooks to jus-. 
tice. Script and direction by Wil- 
liam C. Thomas achieve a good | 
documentary flavor in the thrills. 
concentrating footage mostly on 
the agents and their work. 

William Eythe pleases as the 
young agent stationed in a small 
California town. For romance 
there is Laura Elliot, daughter of 
the engineer killed in the robbery. 


FILM REVIEWS 


Edward, My Son 


“Edward, My _ Son,” pro- 
duced by Metro in England, | 
was tradeshown in New York | 
Friday (22). Pic was reviewed | 
in Variety from _ London, 
March 9, 1949 by Myro, who 
lauded it as ‘‘one of the finest 
dramatic offerings to come | 
from a British studio for some 
time.” Review also pointed out 
that the film, “with its star- 
studded cast’”’ headed by Spen- 
cer Tracy and Deborah Kerr, 
will set the boxoffice clicking 
away merrily.” Much of the 
picture’s success was credited 
to “the sterling work of the 
cast” and “the skillful direc- 
tion,” which the reviewer felt 
“brought this play to the 
screen with full dramatic 
force.” 

The legit 
ward” is in 
the Martin 
N. Y. 


| 
| 


version of “Ed- 
its 30th week at 
Beck Theatre, 








George Reeves and Paul Valen- 
tine depict the heavies who, in 
tackling their first major crime, 
loot a train of a $100,000 payroll. 
Reeves is good but Valentine is 
a bit too mannered as the trigger- 
happy killer. Other cast members 
are competent, particularly Frank 
Puglia as the grandfather of the 
two robbers. 

Producers Thomas and William 
H. Pine stress documentary values 
by keeping settings natural and the 
locales outdoors. While film is 
based on an aetual special agent 
case, one of the brothers has been | 
dropped from the script for sake 
of compactness. Otherwise. it’s 
the story of a real crime that kudos 
the agents’ protective work for the 
railroads. 

Lensing, editing and other tech- 
nical credits furnish expert back- 
ing for the melodramatics. Brog. | 





Streets of San Franeiseo 


Republic production and release. Fea- 
tures Robert Armstrong, Mae Clarke, 
Gary Gray. Directed by George Blair. 


Screenplay, John K. Butler, from story 


by Gordon Kahn, Adele Buffington; cim- , 


,era, John MacBurnie; editor, Harry Kel- 
ler. Previewed in N. Y., April 22, °49. 
| Running time, 60 MINS, 

Willard Logan........ Robert Armstrong 
ke ee ...Mae Clarke 
ey Pe Aerie Gary Gray 
Ree Wally Cassell 
Harry Walker........ Richard Benedict 
Sammy Hess....... ; John Harmon 
Pop Lockhart......J. Farrell MacDonald 
OD eae lan MacDonald 
| |. ee Charles Meredith 
SOvCe QUIN... cccess speed Eve March 
Ed Quinn Sak'wbaleee ed Denver Pyle 
John O’Halloran...... Charles Cane 
oS eae William A. Henry 
Mrs. Partridge.....2.+ Claire DuBrey 
EN a bce bb adnelad580 Martin Garralaga 


“Streets of San Francisco” is 
lusty melodrama with juvenile de- 
linquency angle, and is handled ef- 
fectively. It’s okay 
fare. Robert Armstrong and Mae 
Clarke lend some nice portrayals | 
while Gary Gray looms as a comer 
among kid actors, in the role of 
the youngster who has_ been 
brought up in gangster surround- 
ings. 

Slaying of bank messenger in a 
robbery starts this off like a typi-,| 
cal gangster p..ture. But after the 
gangleader has been killed by a 
detective lieutenant (Armstrong) | 
in resisting arrest, the gangster’s 
son (Gray) is taken in tow by the 
police officer. The youngster has 
a deeply imbedded hatred of cop-. 
pers but gradually fits into the 
lieutenant’s home _ and_ family. | 
There is the usual climax when, 
the surviving gangsters try to in- 
timidate the lad and he is nearly 
persuaded to help them against the 
law. 

Armstrong chips in with one of 
his better performances while Miss 
Clarke is sufficient as his loyal 
wife. Gray is especially good in 


| showing the transition from a cop-. 
hater to a good kid. 


J. Farrell | 
MacDonald is excellent as Miss'| 
Clarke’s father, a retired copper. | 
Other support is excellent. | 

George Blair directed with a 
nice eye for suspense. Wear. | 


The Big Cat | 
(COLOR) 

Eagle Lion release of William Moss | 
production. Stars Lon McCallister, Peggy | 
Ann Garner, Preston Foster; features For- | 
rest Tucker, Skip Homeier, Sara Haden, | 


Irving Bacon, Gene Reynolds. Directed | 
by Phil Karlson. Screenplay, Morton) 
| Grant, Dorothy Yost, from story by 
Grant. Tradeshown in N. Y. April 21, 
49. Running time, 75 MINS. 
Danny Turner....... Lon McCallister 
SAPS Pee rere eee Pegey Ann Garner 
_ eee . Preston Foster 
GE PRWEB sc cicccencsets Forrest Tucker 
Jim cas eeepedbes ous Skip Homeier 
PE st. ie sone ebeeeeed evs Sara Haden 
Matt Cooper. ..ccscceess: Irving Bacon 
i 7 es bP OS beee 6e> ..Gene Reynolds 
An outdoor melodrama _lushly 


filmed in Technicolor, “The Big 
Cat” is a high calibred action pic- | 
ture that will score handily in the 
secondary situations. A relentless 
hunt for a cougar forms the main 
plot structure, but the story also is 
sufficiently sentimental to hold the 
interest of women. Names of Lon 
McCallister, Peggy Ann Garner 
and Preston Foster are additional 
b.o. factors. 


| Aside from the panoramic beauty ! 


of the natural Utah mountain set- 


| ting, the picture unreels one of the 


best fistic brawls seen in a long 
time. Mountaineers Preston Foster 
and Forrest Tucker never did cot- 
ton to one another. When an ar- 
gument develops over the latter's 
nephew, McCallister, the pair 
comes close to committing mayhem 
before preacher Irving Bacon in- 
terferes. 

Times were hard in the depres- 
sion year of 1932 and a drought 
aggravates the situation. Foster 
agrees to track down the cougar 
while Tucker and his two sons 


‘build a dam to improve the water 


supply. Son of Tucker's sister, 
city-bred McCallister comes to the 
hills in search of work. Foster is 
killed by the cat. but the lad tracks 
the marauder to his lair and dis- 
patches it. 

Foster stands out as a bearded, 
impecunious woodsman who once 
operated a profitable tanbark busi- 
ness. Daughter of minister Bacon, 
Peggy Ann Garner shines as a boy- 
crazy, adolescent girl. McCallister 
registers as the greenhorn who has 
his day at the finale. Good support 
is suppfied by Bacon, Tucker, Sara 
Haden, Skip Homeier and Gene 
Reynolds. 

Script of Morton Grant and 
Dorothy Yost from the former's 
original occasionally goes over- 
board on the sentiment. Hov@—ver, 


ithe stirring hunt scenes provide a 


suitable antidote. Phil Karlson’s 
direction is competent, while Tech- 
nicolor lensing is excellent in this 
William Moss production.* Gilb. 


The Crooked Way 


United Artists release of Benedict Bo- 
geaus production. Stars John Payne, 
Sonny Tufts; features Ellen Drew, Khys 
Williams. Directed by Robert Florey. 
Screenplay, Richard Landau; based on 
radio script by Robert Monroe; camera, 
John Alton; editor, Frank Sullivan; 
music, Louis Forbes. Tradeshown N. Y., 


April 25, *49. Running time, 80 MINS. 
Eddie Rice 7% John Payne 


| Vince Alexander....... Sonny Tufts 
| MSRP CWE eee Ellen Drew 
es » 7" Sree Rhys Williams 
 . TERRE EEE ECL Tr Percy Helton 
BMC. BMOPTORS. «ci ccccses John Doucette 
| Capt. Anderson......... Charles Evans 
BE: F'y-0'S 4-6 4As ba 0060400 Greta Granstedt 
DOES Te cw ceVesteecenscs Harry Bronson 
= | RA oe ead ee Hal Fieberling 
Boe... TEOMADED... coeverccress Crane Whitley 
ES DN wk C6 Ob 6Suw's a0% 00.6 John Harmon 
INNOWEROT. ccc ce teese Snub Pollard 


“The Crooked Way” is a routine 
gangster pic with mild b.o. pros- 
pects in the firstruns. Film is 
weighted down by a_ screenplay 
loaded with cinematic cliches and 
lacking a clear story line. While 
containing plenty of action, it fails 
to generate the necessary suspense 
to grip the customers. With only 
fair marquee values, film rates ds 
okay dualer fare. 

Yarn opens promisingly as an 
adventure in self-identification by 


supporting ,an incurable amnesia victim of the 


war, played by John Payne. The 
novelty quickly vanishes, however, 
in a series of formula coincidences 
as Payne discovers .that he was 
once a bigtime Los Angeles gang- 
ster who double-crossed his pal, 
Sonny Tufts. Romantic angles are 
unconvincingly introduced with 
Payne falling in love with his for- 
mer wife, Ellen Drew, a come-on 
gal in a gambling joint. 

Main plot gets underway after 
Tufts murders a local detective and 
then attempts to pin the rap on 
Payne. Latter goes on the lam to 
gain time for clearing himself with 
the cops. But story develops fog- 
gily and winds up in an illogical 
three-way battle between Payne, 
Tufts and the cops with a contrived 
happy ending. 

Performances are obviously hand- 
icapped by poor scripting. Payne 
is adequate as the amnesia victim 
who loses both his memory and his 
viciousness, but the role doesn’t 
come alive. As the gang chieftain, 
Tufts snarls ominously in stand- 
ard tough-guy style while  sur- 
rounded by a couple of baby-faced 
hoodlums. Miss Drew is also 
stymied by her role, while Rhys 
Williams, as the detective, holds 
down a stock part okay. 

Standout assets are the good 


production backgrounds, expert 
lensing and sound musical — 
erm. 





The Golden Madonna 
(BRITISH) 
London, April 13. 


Warner Bros. release of John Stafford 
production. Stars Phyllis Calvert; fea- 
tures Michael Rennie, Tullio Carminati. 
Directed by Ladislas Vajda. Screenplay, 
Akos Tolnay; editor, Carmen Belaieff; 
camera, Anchise Brizzi, Otello Martelli. 
At Warner, London, April 12, *49. Run- 
ning time, 89 MINS. 


Patricia Chandler........ Phyllis Calvert 
Mike Christie............ Michael Rennie 
Signor Migone.......... Tullio Carminati 
Johnny Lester.............David Greene 
Don Vincenzo........ ery Aldo Silvani 
BeOS. 6 ce seecccccccces Franco Coop 
PRD uo 40.000 ceseccevaes- Piippo Bonucci 
| Pree ee Francesca Biondi 
Antonie. ....cccccceess-- Claudio Ermelli 


Filmed entirely in Italy and on 
the Isle of Capri. “The Golden 
Madonna” still qualifies for the 
British quota, and could only have 
found its way into the West End 
on the merit of that qualificatkem 

(Continued on page a@ 
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A. Limps Post-Easter But ‘Women’ 
Large $34,000; ‘Ships’ Fair $27,500, 
‘Undercover’ 236, ‘Tulsa’ 226, Alll 2d 


Los Angeles, April 26. + 
Post-Easter trade continues off, 
and the boxoffice pace is not be- | 
ing helped any by holdover bills | 
in all firstruns. Best of these is 
“Little Women,” which looks fairly | 
good $34,000 in three _ theatres. 
Also in second week, “To Sea in 
Ships” has a fair $27,500 coming 
up in four houses. 

“My Dream Is Yours” is mild 
$26,000 in second session, three | 
Warner locations. “Undercover 
Man” is fairly good $23,000 in sec- 
ond frame at Hillstreet and Pan- 
tages. ‘El Paso” is down to $18.- 
500 on holdover at two Paramount 
houses. “Tulsa” is mild $22,000 in 
five spots, second round.’ “Ma and 
Pa Kettle” is near $24,000 in five 
situations, also second. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)—‘Im- 
pact” (UA) and “Search for Dan- 
ger” (FC) (2d wk). Near $20,000. 
Last week, good $22,000. 

Chinese, Loew’s, State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1,719: 60-$1)—‘‘Down Sea in’Ships”’ 
(20th) and “Miranda” (EL) (2d 
wk). About $27,500. Last week, 
medium $44,200. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1-757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Dream Is Yours’ (WB) and 
“Homicide” (WB) (2d wk). Mild 
$26,000. Last week, $33,000. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538, 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Trim $34,000. Last week, big $45,- 


500. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1) 
—‘Tulsa” (‘EL) and “Shamrock 
Hill” (EL) (2d wk). Medium 


$9,500, with $22,000 in 5 day-dat- 
ing houses. Last week, $15,200, 
with $35,500 for unit. 

Pantages, RKO Hillstreet (Pan- 


RKO) (2,812: 2,890; 50-$1)—‘“Un- 
dercover Man” (Col) and “Make 
Believe Ballroom” (Col) (2d wk). 
Good $23,000. Last week, nice 
$41,300. 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—“El] Paso” (Par) and “Own True 
Love” (Par) (2d wk). Down to 
$18,500. Last week, okay $29,500. 

United Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) 
(2,100: 1.370; 60-$1)—‘‘Ma, Pa 
Kettle” (‘U) and “State Depart- 
ment’s File 649” (FC) (2d wk). 
Light $14,500, with $24,000 in 5 
day-daters. Last week, $20,000, 
with fine $34,600 for unit. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 85-$1.25)— 
“Paisan” (Indie! (10th wk-3 days). 
Starts today (Tues.) after slow 
$2.800 on 9th week. 

Esquire (Rosdner) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—“Volpone” (Indie) (4th wk). Just 
$2.000. Last week, oke $2,900. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 


$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (17th 
wk). Good $6,500. Last week, 
$7.700. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (26th wk). 
uilt to $5.500. Last week, $4,800. 
Laurel ‘(Rosener) (890; $1.20)— 
—'‘‘Mons. Vincent” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Hefty $6,000. Last week, $7,200. 


‘St. Louis’ Stout $18,000, 
Prov.; ‘Baltimore’ 1556 


Providence, April 26. 

Two holdovers, ‘““Take Me to Ball 
Game” at Loew’s State and ‘“Con- 
necticut Yankee’ at Strand, are 
solid, with Majestic’s “South of St. 
Louis” leading the new ones. RKO 
Albee is good with ““Family Honey- 
moon.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—“Ad- 
venture in Baltimore” (RKO) and 
“Brothers in Saddle” (RKO). Nice 
$15,500. Last week, ‘“Tarzan’s 
Magic Fountain” (RKO) and 
“Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL), 
$13.000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Blandings Dream House” (SRO) 





(reissue) and Guy Kibbee wael 


stageshow. Fancy $10,000. Last 
week, “Big Sombrero” (Rep) and 
Phil Brito heading stage _ bill. 
School holiday weekend boosted 
to nifty $10,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“South St. Louis” (WB) and ‘‘Rain- | 
maker” (Mono). Sturdy $18,000. | 


Last week, “Family Honeymoon” | $3,000. Last week, “Brief Encoun- | wk). 


(U) and “Incident” (20th), $15,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— | 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (2d wk). Very 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Grose 
This Week ..... $662,500 
(Based on 22 theatres) 
Last Year $647,000 








ABased on 17 theatres) 








Dream’ Solid 
$14,000 in Mpls. 


| Oriental. 


Return of wintry blasts brought | week, “Enchantment 


| 


Minneapolis, April 26. 


boxoffice upbeat but current new- 
comer layout is not much help. 
Best bet appears to be “My Dream 
Is Yours.”” Pressing it is ‘‘El Paso.” 
Top holdover is the high-stepping 
“Little Women” in second week. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Whiplash” (WB). Mild $6,000. 
Last week, “Family Honeymoon” 
(U) (3d wk), good $7,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000: 
“Stagecoach” (UA) = and 
Vovage Home” (UA) 
Very good $6,000. Last week, ‘‘Who 
Done It?” (Indie) and “In the 
Navy” (Indie) (reissues), okay 
700. ° 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still hefty at $12,000 after sock 
$19,000 first stanza. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 
70)— ‘Dream Is Yours” (WB). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “Red 
Canyon” (U), $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,6.5; 50-70)— 


50-70)— 
“Long 


“Badmen of Tombstone” (Mono) 
and “Tuna Clipper’ (Mono). Mild 
$7,000 abeut all. Last week, “Un- 
known Island” (FC) and “Clay 


Pigeon” (RKO), $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — “El 
Paso” (Par). Fine $10,000 or over. 
Last week, “Bad Boy” (Mono), $8.- 
500. 

World (Mann) (400; $1.20-$2.40) 


—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (9th-final wk). | 


Good $4,500. 
same. 


‘Freshman’ Pert $19,000 
For 3 Denver Houses 


Denver, April 27. 
Picnic weather Sunday is cutting 
into biz this week but “Connecticut 
Yankee” shapes big at Denham. 


“Mother Is Freshman” is nice in 
three houses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500: 35- 
74)—"Knock On Door” (Col) (4th 
wk). Down to $4,000, mild. Last 


Last week, about 





, week, $7,500. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-74) 
—‘‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
Great $18,000. Holds. Last week. 
“El Paso” (Par) (2d wk), fair $10,- 
000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 
“Moonrise” (Rep), day-date with 
Esquire, Webber. 
Last week, “Shockproof” (Col) and 
“Slightly French” (Col), same. 

Esquire’ (Fox) 142; 3§5-74)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and 
“Moonrise” (Rep), .also Denver, 
Webber. Fast $3,500. Last week, 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col), $2,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 35-74)— 
“Command Decision” (M-G) and 
“Best Man Wins” (Col). Nice $15.- 
000. Last week, “Force of Evil” 
(M-G) and “Sun Comes Up” (M-G), 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
‘Shot Jesse James” (SG) and “Re- 
turn of Wildfire’ (SG). Fair $8,000. 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle” 
and “Appointment Murder” 
(2d wk), nice $9,000. 

Vogue ‘Art Cinema) (600; 60-90) 
—‘‘Mons. Vincent” (Indie). Good 


(FC) 


ter’ (U) and “Magic Bow” ‘(U), $2,- 


Webber (‘Fox) (750; 35-74)— 


| Guild (Parker) (485; $1.80-$2.40) | 
| —“Red Shoes” (U). 


(reissues). | 


$5,- | 


35-74)— | 


Fine $13,500. | 


(U) | 


‘Game’ Hot 1546, Port. 


Portland, Ore., April 26. 

Nearly all firstruns are showing 
top products this week. “Connecti- 
cut Yankee,” “Take Me to Ball 
Game” and “Little Women” are 
coining real dough. “Red Shoes 
is also faring well at advanced 
prices. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—‘“Ball Game” (M-G) and “Girl 
From Manhattan” (UA). Torrid 
$15,500. Last week, “Kiss in Dark 
(WB) and “Hideout” (Rep), $8,500. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Connecticut Yankee”. (Par) and 
“Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono), day- 
date with Paramount. Big $8,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Johnny 
Belinda” (WB) and “Sierra Ma- 


| dre” (WB) (2d run), $6,200. 


Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“The Set-Up” (RKO) and “Gun 
Smugglers” (RKO). Nice $7,000 
or close. Last week, “South St. 
Louis” (WB) and “Kidnapped” 
(Mono), $8,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
“Henry, Rainmaker” (Mono), also 
Terrific $14,000. 
(RKO) and 
“Law of the Barbary Coast” (Col), 
$6,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“Little Women” (M-G). Sock 
$14,500. Last week, “Caught” 
(M-G), $3,000. 


500. 


| 


Last week, subsequent-run. 





‘Red Canyon’ in Black 


At 166, K.C; ‘Baltimore’ 
Breezy 136, ‘Shoes’ 56 


Kansas City, April 26. 

| New films are scarce currently 
| but good with most spots on hold- 
over. ‘Red Canyon” at Tower- 
_Uptown-Fairway combo is sturdy. 
Other new film, ‘Adventure in Bal- 
timore,” looks strong at Orpheum. 
“Red Shoes” at Kimo, on two-a- 
| day, looks good enough to do a 
| long run. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL). Strong 
$5,000 indicated. Last week, “Por- 
trait of Jennie” (SRO) (3d_ wk), 
stayed over 4 days at $1 top, nice 
$2.500 in 11 days. 

Midland ®§Loew’'s) (3.500; 45-65) 
—‘Little Women” (M-G) = and 
|“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col) (2d 
|'wk). All right $11,000. Last week, 
with school out, great $21,000. 


|‘‘Adventure in Baltimore” 
and “Behind Locked Doors” (EL). 
Solid $13,000. Last week, 
known Island” (FC) and “State De- 
partment-File 649” (FC), $8,500. 
Paramount ‘Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 


“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 

|wk). Fancy $12,000. Last week, 
| big $18,000. 
| Roxy (Durwood) 


“Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). 





110’s Slow Chi; Baltimore’ $17,000, 
Bad Boy’ Good $15,000, Tulsa’ 186, 2 


Chicago, April 26. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week ...... $2,786,000 
.(Based on 24 cities, 209 
theatres, chiefly nrst runs, in- 


aay Mel : 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ......$2,867,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 226 
theatres) 





| 


} 
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‘Canyon’ Paces 


St. Loo at $16,000 


St. Louis, April 26. 


Night baseball, daylight saving | 


time and warmer weather are slow- 
ing trade at downtown theatres 
this week to a mere walk. More 


i than 50,000 attended nocturnal ball 


games and another 40,000 went to 


ithe zoo over the weekend, and biz 


Capacity $6,- ' 


a 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65)— | 
(RKO) | 


“Un- | 


reflects it. Best newcomer is ‘‘Red 
Canyon,” but just okay at the Fox. 


“Red Shoes” is building, and “Lit- | 


tle Women” is stil] drawing in sec- 
ond week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 


—‘Since You Went Away” (EL) 
and “Shamrock Hill” (EL). Fair 
$13,000... Last week, “Sgt. York” 
(WB) and “Castle Hudson” (WB) 
(reissues), nice $15,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Red 


Canyon” (U) and “Fighting Fools” 
(U). Okay $16,000. Last week, 
“Dear to Heart” (RKO) and stage- 
show, $21,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 
“Little Woman” (M-G) 
Nice $16,000, after big $27,000 in 
first stanza. 6 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
\“Walking Hills’ (Col) and 
tamed Breed” (Col). Fine $14,000. 
Last week, “Set-Up” (RKO) 
i“Indian Agent” (WB) 
$7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 


“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) 
and “Whiplash” (WB). Good $7,- 
000. Last week, “South of St. 


Louis” (WB) and “Ma, Pa Kettle” 
(U) (2d wk), big $8,000. 

Shady Oak (F&M) (676; $1.20- 
$2.40) —‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). 


first. 

| Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 50-75)— 
| “Bomba” (Mono) and “Big Fight” 
,/(Mono). Mild $5,000. Last week, 
“State Dept—File 647” (FC) and 


“Inner Sanctum Mystery” (FC), | 
(2d | $6,000. 





8; 8%5> ‘Friends’ Sultry $16,000, 


| 


000. Last week, $4,500. ‘ ’ 

| Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox | r P $ 
Midwest) (2,100; 2.043; 700: 45-65) | To onto; James 12,000 
'—“Red Canyon” (U).- Stout $16,- | Toronto, April 26. 


000. Last week, “Family Honey- 
moon” (U), $19,000. 





Holdovers Bop Balto; 


‘Yankee’ $14,000, 2d: 


Baltimore, April 26. 
With the entire downtown list 
here on holdover of last week’s 
holiday lineup, trade 
fairly steady. 
| kee” remains out in front with 
good pace continuing also for 
“Little Women” and “Knock On 
, Any Door.” Latter is tied to vauge. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
| 60)—‘Little Women” (M-G) (2d 
|wk). Holding well enough at $10,- 
|000 after good $15,300 opener. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240; 
| 20-70)—**Knock On Door” (Col) 
‘plus vaude headed by Billy Gil- 
bert (2d wk). Maintaining all- 
/right pace at $13,000 after fine 
| $17,200 last week. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
| 60) — “Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
|(2d wk). Still best thing in town 
'at $14,000 after bangup preem at 
$19,400. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-60)— 
“Canadian Pacific’ (20th) (2d wk). 
| Better than average at $6,000 fol- 
| lowing steady initial sesh at $8,300. 





| New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— 


' 

| ‘Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d 

Going nicely at $10,000 after 

well-placed starter at $13,600. 
Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)— 

i‘“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (2d wk). 


ood $15,000 after soaring to solid “Mother Is Freshman” (20th) and Good $11,000 after fine $15,200 


22.000 first round. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


“Moonrise” (Rep), 


also Denver, | opener. 
Esquire. Good $2,000. Last week, | 


Town (Rappaport) (1.500; 35-65) 


—“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (2d ‘Ma, Pa Kettle’ ‘U) and “Appoint- |—“Adventure in Baltimore’’(RKO). 


wk). Neat $10,000. 
strong $16,000. 


, 


First was ment Murder” (FC) (2d wk), fine | Trim $8.000 after steady first round 


at $12,700. 


continues | 
“Connecticut Yan- 


“Take Me to Ball Game” still is 
big after new house record at 
_Loew’s on first week. Town is top- 
heavy on holdovers, most of them 
‘doing excellent business. ‘‘Pas- 
sionate Friends” and “I Shot Jesse 
James,” only two new entries, 
shape big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th Cent) (1,059, 955, 698, 
694; 35-60)—‘Il Shot Jesse James” 
(FC) and “In This Corner” (EL). 
Hefty $12,000. Last week, “Jungle 
Jim” (Col) and “Blondie’s Big 
| Deal” (Col), $11,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 
“Don Juan” (WB) (2d wk). Still 
strong at $13,000 after first stanza’s 
sock $17,700. 

International (Taylor) 
66)—“‘Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). Still 
doing capacity $4,100. Last week, 
about same. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 
“Ball Game” (M-G) (2d wk). Ter- 
rific $17,000 after last week’s smash 


$22,000, which set new house rec- | 


ord. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Passionate Friends” (EL). Big 
$16,000. Last week, “Red Pony” 
(Rep) mild $11,000 after big open- 
ing. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 40-70)—‘‘Con- 
necticut Yankee” (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $14,000 after last week’s wham 
$19,500. 

University (FP) (1.556: 40-70)— 
“Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d 
wk). Tepid $5,000 after last week's 
$7,800. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 40-70)— 
“Family Honeymoon” ‘(U) (2d wk). 
ng $11,000 after last week's $14.- 

Victoria (FP) (1,260: 40-70)— 
“Set-Up” (RKO) (2d wk). Satisfac- 
tory $4,500 after last week's big 
| $7,000. 


50-75)— | 
(2d wk). | 


‘*TIn- } 


and | 
(2d wk), | 


Building to fine $7,000 after $6,000 | 


‘Belvedere’ $15,000, Bing 


| Town 
holdovers but newcomers are socko. 
|“Connecticut Yankee” at Liberty 
and “Betvedere Goes to College” 





(605; 48- | 


Although spring school vacation 
is this week, holdovers may pre- 
vent Loop houses from reachin 
top grosses. “Adventure in Balti. 
more,” at Palace, may catch aver. 
age $17,000, while “Bad Boy,” at 
Roosevelt, is fairly good $15,000. 

In second week, Chicago seems 
likely to land biggest total with 
“My Dream Is Yours” and Desj 
Arnaz band at good $46,000. “Tulsa” 
)at State-Lake shapes strong $18.- 
/000. “Song of India” and “Law of 
| Barbary Coast” at Garrick is neat 
| $6,000 on holdover. Oriental with 
|““Ball Game” and Jane Russell 
| personal still is fancy $40,000 in 
| third stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400: 50-93) 
“So Ends Night” (UA) and “Moon 
and Sixpence” (UA) (reissues). Trim 
$10,000. Last week, “Cover Up” 
(UA) and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono) 
(2d wk), $6,000. 

Chicago (‘B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) with Desi 
Arnaz orch (2d wk). Good $46,000. 
Last week, okay $54,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)~— 
i “Song of India” (Col) and “Law 
Barbary Coast” (Col) (2d wk). Neat 
$6,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Joan of Arc’ (RKO) (5th wk). Fine 





$18,000. Last week, $22,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 50-98) 
—“‘Ball Game” (M-G) with Jane 
Russell in person (3d wk). Tidy 
$40,000. Last week, big $51.000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)~ 
“Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO) 
and “Gun Smugglers” (RKO). 
Moderate $17,000 or over. Last 


week, ““Red Canyon” (U), same. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 50-98)— 
“Bad Boy” (Mono). Sharp $15,000. 


Last week, “Kiss in Dark’ (WB) 
(2d wk), solid $15,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000: $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (‘EL) (18th 


wk). Climbing again to nifty $11,- 
400. Last week, $10,400. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 50-98) 
—‘“‘Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). Strong 
$18,000. Last week, sock $23,000. 
Woods (‘(Essaness) (1.073; 98)— 
“Command Decision” ‘(M-G) (5th 
wk). Down to $12,000. Last week, 
stout $16,000. 
World (Indie) (587: 
san” (Indie) (14th-final wk). 
$4,000. Last week, $3,400. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 50- 
98)—“Caught” (M-G).- Smart $20,- 
000. Last week, ‘Force of Evil” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 


80)—“'Pai- 
Lush 





$17,000, Seattle Champs 


Seattle, April 26. 
is again topheavy with 


at Music Hall both are toppers. 
‘Red Shoes” on roadshow at Music 
Box shapes fine. 


| Estimates for This Week 


Coliseum ‘(H-G) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Force of Evil’ (M-G) and “Broth- 
ers in Saddle” (RKO). Okay $9, 
000. Last week, “Red Canyon” ‘U) 
and “Louisiana” (Mono), $8,200. 

| Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,339; 50-84) 
—*‘Little Women” (M-G) and “Tuc- 


son” (20th) (2d wk). Still big at 
$10,000. Last week, great $14,500. 


| Liberty (Ind) (2,239; 50-84)— 
/“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
“Blondie’s Big Deal” (Col). Sock 
$17.000. Last week, “The Bribe” 
(M-G) and “Valiant Hombre” (UA) 
(2d wk-4 days), slow $3,300. 


| Music Box (H-E) (850; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘Red Shoes” (EL). Fine $8.000 or 
near. Last week, “Family Honey- 
moon” (U) (4th wk) and ‘Flaxy 
Martin” (WB) (3d wk-4 days), $2,- 
| 900 at 50-84c scale. 

Music Hall (H-E} (2.200; 50-84)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) and 
'“Cheated the Law” (20th). Smash 
$15,000. Last week, ‘““Tarzan’s Mag- 
ic Fountain” (RKO) and “Grand 
Canyon Trail” (Rep), slow $4,500 
| in 8 days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Undercover Man” (Col) and 
'“Daughter of West” (FC) (2d wk). 
Oke $5,000 in 5 days after good 
| $9,500 last week. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 40-65) 
'—“Act of Violence’ (M-G) and 
'“Slightly French” (Col) (2d runs) 
plus vaude. Okay $6,000. Last 
week, vaude plus “Whispering 
Smith” (Par) and “Shockproof 
(Col). Oke $6,600. 
| Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
'“Tulsa” (EL) and “Shamrock Hill 
(EL) (2d wk). Trim $5,500 in 5 


i days after fairish $8,500 last week. 
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Daylight Time Dents Philly Albeit 
Door’ Wide $30,000; ‘Yankee’ $18,000 





Philadelphia, April 26. * 
Daylight saving made a distinct | 


impression on film biz here. After | 


isk trade Friday and Saturday, 
ne enue hour of daylight and fine 
weather kept many outdoors and 


firstrun biz slumped sharply Sun- | 


day. 

“Knock On Door” 
bell-ringer at the Stanley for 
town’s highest take. “Connecticut 
Yankee” is fine at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)— 
“Dear To My Heart” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Down to $8,000. Last week, 
okay $12,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Por- 
trait of Jennie’ (SRO) (2d wk). 
Fine $20,000. Last week, $24,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—)| 
“Siren of Atlantis’ (U) with Peter | 
Lorre. Three Stooges  onstage.| 
Good $23,000. Last week, “Slightly 
French” (Col), Harvey’ Stone,! 
Ginny Simms onstage, weak $19,- 
000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Mr. 
Belverede to College’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Sock $28,000 after smash $40,- 
000 opener. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99\—“‘Ball Game” (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Solid $15,000. Last week, $19,000. | 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
99\—“‘Little Women” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fair $8,000. Last week, fancy 
$11,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,700; 50-99) 
—‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 
Rugged $18,000. Last week, ‘Force 
of Evil” (M-G) (4th wk), $6,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (2d wk). 
Mild $18,000. Last week, $22,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Knock On Door” (Col). Best thing 
in city, $30,000. Last week, “Red 
Canyon” (U), strong $33,000 in 11 


days. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— | 
“Set-Up” (RKO) (2d wk). Down to 


$10,500. 
000. 


Last week, rousing $20,-| 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; $1.20-| 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (18th | 
wk). Slipped slightly to $8,500. 
Last week, fine $9,000. 


Warmer in Hub but H.0.s 
Hurt; ‘Baltimore’ Bright 
226, ‘El Paso’ Hot 236 


Boston, April 26. 
Spell of warm weather plus hold- 
overs at most major houses means 
not much more than average takes 
around town this stanza. “Adven- 
ture in Baltimore” at Memorial 





is proving | 


|at $10,000 for 


} 


- Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie, | 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Jennie’ Lively 


$14,000, D.C. Ace 


Washington, April 26. 

Biz leoking up a bit. with cool 
weather helping. “Portrait of 
Jennie” at small-seater Trans-Lux 
shapes standout with smash ses- 
sion. “Bad Men of Tombstone,” 
at Capitol, bolstered by Mel Torme 
and Woody Herman band on stage, 








looks solid. Also out front is 
“Knock On Any Door” at the 
Warner. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434: 44-85)— | 
“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) | 
plus Mel Torme and Woody Her- 
man orch onstage. Stageshow lur- | 
ing bobby soxers to firm $27,000. 
Last week, “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) 
plus circus on stage, less than an- 
ticipated at $23,000, good. 

Dupont (Lopert) (376; $1.20-' 
$2.40)\—“‘Hamlet” (U). Fine $4,500 
for 25th downtown week. Last 
week, $4,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80) —| 
“Adventure Baltimore” (RKO). 
Trim $13,000. Last week, “Red 
Canyon” (U), surprising $14,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74) 
— -“Stagecoach” (UA) (reissue). | 
Terrific $9,000. Last week, ‘‘Homi- 
cide” (WB), $5,500. 

National (Heiman) (1,600: 44-74) 

“Gone With Wind” (M-G) 
(reissue) (2d wk). Still going strong 
second successive 


week. 


Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 44-74)— 
—‘‘Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Down to $16,000 after smart $22.- 
000 last week. 


Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85) 
—‘‘Scott of Antarctic” (EL). Nice: 
$4,500. Last week, “Sleeping Car 


to Trieste” (EL) (3d wk), fancy 
$4,000 in 5!2 days. | 
Warner (WB) (2.164: 44-74) 


shapes strong and “El Paso” at) “Knock on Door” (Col). Fine $18,- 


Paramount and Fenway looks okay. | 900. Last week, “Dream Is Yours 


“City Across River” is only fair 
at the Boston. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) (reis- 
sue). Fancy $7,000 after big $9,- 
000 for first. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“City Across River’ (UI) and 
“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep). Fair 
$17.000. Last week, “Ma, Pa Ket- 
tle” (U) and “Highway 13” (SG), 
$15,000. 

(Indie) 


Exeter 
“Mons. Vincent” 


(1,100; 45-75)— 
(Indie) (2d wk). 


| 


Okay $6,500 after fat $8,500 first. | 


Fenway (NET) 
“El Paso” (Par) and “Duke of Chi- 
cago” (Rep). Average $8,500. Last 


week, “State Dept—File 649” 
(FC) and “Last Bandit” (Rep). ° 
$8,000. 


(1,373; 40-85)— | 


Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85)— 


“Tulsa” (EL) and 
Chorus” (Col) (24 wk). Down to 
$6.000 with nice $8,000 for first. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— | 


“Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO) 
and “Clay Pigeon” (RKO). Fine 
$22,000 in view. Last week, 
“Woman's Secret” (RKO) plus Phil 
Spitalny orch on_ stage, good 
$29,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,376; 40- 
85)—"‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
and “Tuna Clipper” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Neat $23.000. Last week, hefty 
$30.000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-85) 
—‘Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
er $20,000 after solid $29,900 
rst. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—"El Paso” (Par) and “Duke of 
Chicago”. (Rep). Good $14,500. 
Last week, “State Dept.—File 649” 


(FC) and “Last Bandit” (Rep), 
$15,000. 

P Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800: 40-85)— 
Tulsa” (EL) and “Ladies of 


Chorus” (Col) (24 wk). Off to 
$10,000 after okay $12,500 first. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—“Lit- 
tle Women” (M-G) (2d wk). About 
averare $12,000 for this uptown 
house after trim $16,500 first. 


“Ladies of. 


(WB), $14,000. 
Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (650; 44-80) — 


f 


'“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). Hefty | 


$14,000, one of town’s best bets. 
Last week, “‘Paisan’”’ (Indie) (7th 
wk), okay $4,000 in 5'2 days. | 





| 


State Teachers Boost 
L’ville; ‘Yankee’ Robust — 
$15,000, ‘Women’ 146, 2d 


Louisville, April 26. 

Annual convention of Kentucky 
Education Assn., April 21-25 
brought thousands of school marms 
to town and plenty of them patron- 
ized the firstruns. State, where 
“Little Women” on h.o. is in sec- 
ond week cleaned up at the wicket. 
Rialto, with “Connecticut Yankee” | 





_also did big teacher trade. 


| (UA). 


| week’s big $11,000. 


| 

Spring-like weather hit sud-. 
denly, but did not hurt much. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: | 
45-55'\—“‘South of St. Louis” (WB) | 
(2d wk). Solid $8,500 after last 


National (Standard) (2.400; 25- 
65) — “Since You Went Away” 
Modest $4,500. Last week, 
“Lawton Story” (Indie) (2d wk), 
$5,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000: 
45-65) — “Connecticut Yankee” 
(Par). Big $15,000 or over. Last 
week, “Letter Three Wives” (20th) 
and “Miraculous Journey” (FC), 
$14,000 

State 
“Little 


(Loew's) (3,060; 45-65)— 
Women” (‘M-G) and 
“Michael O'Halloran’ (Mono) (2d 
wk). Excellent $14,000 or over 
after last week’s fine $17,000. 
Strand (FA) (1.000: 45-65)— 
“Jungle Jim” (Col) and “Straw- 
berry Roan” (Col). Stout $6,000. 
Last week, “Shot Jesse James” 
(SG: and “Highway 13” (SG), $5.- 


(500. 


“Words and Music” (M-G) (2d wk). 


Juve Ban Hurts ‘Heart’ 
But Okay 12G Mont’ 


Montreal, April 26. 


because Quebec Laws ban children 
from film theatres. Ban holds 
despite flood of phone call asking 
special lifting for “My Heart.” 
“Walk Crooked Mile’ looms :-good 
at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
Down to $20,000 following sock 
first at $26,500. 


Capitel (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60: — 
“Walk Crooked Mile” (Col). Good 
$19,000. Last week, “My Dream” 
(WB), $16,000. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60): — 
“Dear To Heart” (RKO). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Letter Three 
Wives” (20th), $14,500. 


Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Whispering Smith” (Par) (2d wk) 
Fine $12,000 after smash $18,000 
opener. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 
“Mexican Hay?ide” (U) and “Clay 
Pigeon” (U) (2d wk). Off to $9.000 
after first week’s big $13,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Outpost Morocco” (UA) and “In 
Court” (UA) (2d wk). Okay $6,500 
after $9,500 for first. 


Stratton’ Snags 
Record 23G, Cleve. 


Cleveland, April 26. 

Preem of “Stratton Story,” at 
Stillman, is setting new high with 
smash record despite slow pace of 
town. “Portrait of Jennie” is fairly 
nice at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (WB) (3,057; 53-70)—‘‘Red 
Canyon” (U). Sauntering to okay 
$14,000. Last week, “Castle on 
Hudson” (WB) and “Sgt. York” 





| (WB) (reissues), $14,500 in 9 days. | 


Esquire (Community) (700; 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (17th- 
final wk). Down to $4,000 after 
good $5,000 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,465; 55-70)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB). Oke $18.,- | 
000: Last week ‘“‘Undercover Man” 


(Col), $19,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO). Fairly 


nice $18,000. Last 
Women” (M-G), 
000 in 9 days. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70) 
—‘“‘Stratton Story’ (M-G). World 
preem of baseball yarn tied in with 
first games of Cleveland Indians’ 
champ team. New record at socko 
$23,000 or near. Last week, “Red 
Pony” (Rep), so-so $6,000. 


Heidt-Contino Unit Ups | 
‘Rainmaker’ Fat $26,000, 
Omaha; ‘Yankee’ $13,000 


Omaha, Apri! 26. 
Helped by the Horace Heidt— 
Dick Contino stageshow. “Henry 
the Rainmaker” at Orpheum looms 
sock this week. “Connecticut 
Yankee” at Paramount also shapes 
big. ‘Knock On Any Door” at 
Brandeis looks neat. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 
80)—‘“‘Henry. Rainmaker,” (Mono) 
and Dick Contino-Horace Heidt 
talent show onstage. Smash $26.- 
000, up to better stage-film draw. 
Last week, “Own True Love” (Par) 
with Freddy Martin-Janis Paige 
stageshow, very big $23,500. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2.800; 16- 
65)—“‘Connecticut Yankee” (Par) 
(Continued on page 22) 


week “Little 
extra good $25,- 





20- 


Bway Nearly 100% Holdover but Okay; 
wa'Bioners'So Beur7> Hear” “Undercover -Ellington-Eckstine Socko 
976, ‘Belvedere Blaine Big 1156, 2d 


Despite the usual letdown after 
Easter week and an almost 100% 
holdover situation, Broadway first- 
runs are doing okay this session. 
Many theatres are being helped by 
the fact that their current weeks 
include business done over the 
last weekend which was _ fairly 
strong. All-day rain Friday and 
showers Saturday did not figure 
too heavily, rainfall Friday hurting 
somewhat but Saturday’s moisture 
helping. 

Lone newcomer is at Paramount 
where “Undercover Man” plus 
Duke Ellington band and Billy 
Eckstine is clicking. Strong screen 
and stage lineup is giving Par 
flagship a great $97,000, best in 
months. Showing being made de- 
spite some picketing by projec- 
tionist union members. 

The Music Hall continues the 
big moneymaker despite being in 


third week with “Connecticut 
Yankee” and Easter Pageant on 
the stage. Holding to $152,000, 


sinee doing terrific trade through 
last Sunday (24), after new record 
at $170,000 for second stanza. 

“Mr. Belvedere Goes to College” 
with Vivian Blaine heading stage 
bill continues smash at $115,000 
in second frame at Roxy after set- 
ting Easter week high at $162,000 
in first. “City Across River” with 
Art Mooney band topping stage- 
show still is fancy with $51,000 in 
third round at Capitol. “Adven- 
ture in Baltimore” and Enric Mad- 
riguera band heading stage layout 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60- 
$1.50). — “We Were Strangers” 
(Col). Opens here today ‘(Wed.). 


In ahead, “Knock on Door” (Col) | 


(9th wk-8 days), fine $12,000 after 
$14,000 for 8th week. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40).—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (27th 
wk). Back near usual stride at 


$15,000 with extra matinees after 
$19,000 last week, helped by five 


extra shows. Stays on. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820;  80- 
$1.50).—"‘City Across River’ (U) 
with Art Mooney orch topping 


stage bill (3d-final wk). Still fine 
at $51,000 after fancy $68,000 for 
second. “Adventure in Baltimore” 
(RKO) with Enric Madriguera orch, 
Donald Richards, Sibyl Bowan, 
Fred Sanborn onstage opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 50- 
$1.75).—*‘Red Canyon” (U). Opens 
today (Wed.). “Life of Riley” (U) 
(2d wk-4 days), down to $6.500 
after very mild $18,000 opener, 
way below expectancy. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20). 
—''The Champion” (UA) (3d wk. 
Continues in fine fashion at $37,- 


000 after rousing $43,000 for 
second stanza. 
Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-. 


$1.20)-—‘‘Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (re- 
issue). Still holding very well at 


$25,000 after socko $36,000 opener, | 


but below hopes. Continues. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 
“Pride of Yankees” (RKO) (re- 
issue) (2d wk—5 days). Off sharply 
to $11,000 after big $20,000 opener, 
considerably under’ expectancy. 
House closed down last. night 
(Tues.) to renovate for vaude film 
policy which has been set to start 
May 18. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Undercover Man” (Col) and 
Duke Ellington orch, Billy Eck- 
stine heading stage bill (2d wk). 
First session ended last night 
(Tues.) 
best here in months. 





Bing Boffo in Det., $28,000; Women 


Big $18,000, Undercover’ Loud 206 


Detroit, April 26. 

“Connecticut Yankee” looks 
smash at United Artists, and stand- 
out here this week. “Little Wom- 
en” also is socko at the Adams 
Two holdovers, “Down To Sea in 
Ships” at Fox and “Knock On 
Door” at Michigan are doing okays 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5.000; 70-95: — 
“To Sea in Ships” (20th) (2d wk). 
Good $24,000. Last week. $37,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4.000; 
70-95) — “Knock On Door” (Col) 
and “Ladies of Chorus” (Rep) (3d 
wk). Oke $17,000. Last week. 
$20,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) 
“Undercover Man" ‘Col and 
“Blondie’s Secret” ‘Col’. Big $20.- 
000. Last week, “El Paso” (Par) 


‘and “Dynamite” (Par) (2d_ wk), 
$17,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2.000: 70- 
95)\—""Connecticut Yankee” (Par). 


Sock $28,000. Last week, ‘‘Paisan”’ 
(Indie) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95: 
“Bad Boy” (Mono) and “Dude Goes 
West" (Mono). Fairish $10,000. 
Last week, “The Set-Up” (RKO) 
and “Clay Pigeon’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
great $14,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) 
—‘‘Little Women” (M-G). Big $18.- 
000. Last week, “Command Deci- 
sion” (M-G) (4th wk), $6,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,800; 70- 
95'\—*‘Life of Riley” (U) and “State 


Department — File 649" (FC) (2d 
wk). Mild $7,500. Last week, 
$10,000. 


55-$1)— | 


“Little 


'“Shockproof” (Col). 


soared to great $97,000, | 
Combo of, 
| strong stageshow and liked film 


/ $19,500 opener. 


spelling this big opening week 
figure despite wildcat picketing by 
some union _projectionists. In 
ahead, “Bride of Vengeance” (Par) 
plus Charlie Barnet, Jerry Colonna 
(2d wk), $54,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“‘Hamlet” (U) (31st wk). 
Thirtieth week was socko $16,500 
with three extra matinees helping, 
about same as 29th stanza. 

Radio City Music Hall 
fellers) (5,945; 


(Rocke- 
80-$2.40) — “Con- 
nécticut Yankee” (Par) with Easter 
Pageant and stageshow (3d wk. 
Down to $152,000 but still great 
after new all-time high of $170,000 
for second week. Stays fourth and 
possibly a fifth. “Stratton Story” 
(M-G) due next. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)~ 
“Bomba” (Mono) (2d wk). Off but 
still sturdy at $10,000 after great 
$15,500 opener. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—"Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) 
(‘Sth wk). Fourth frame ended last 
night (Tues.) was fine $26,000 or 
near after stout $28,000 for third 
round. Continues on. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Belvedere Goes to College” (20th? 
with Vivian Blaine and _ iceshow 
topping stage layout (2d wk). Still 
smash at $115,000 after terrific 
$162,000 in initial week, new 
Easter week high. Stays a third. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.50) 
—‘‘Ball Game” (M-G) (8th-fiinal 
wk). Opens today (Wed.). Seventh 
session held niceiy at around $19,- 
000 after big $23,000 for sixth. Re- 
cent spurt in trade prompted these 
two extra weeks with opening of 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) 
now set for May 4. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)\— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) plus 
Lionel Hampton orch (2d wk). Off 
to $40,000 in current round after 
fairly good $61,000 opener but be- 
low hopes. Stays a third. 

Sutton (Rugoff & Becker) (561; 
70-$1.20) — “Quartet” (EL) (5th 
wk). Fourth week ended Monday 
(25) was down very little to $15,- 
400 after record $16,000 for third 
week 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80—‘Joan of Arc” (RKO) (24th 
wk). Current stanza is down to re- 


cent normal gait of $14,000 after 
smash $17,000 for 23rd week, 
helped by Easter week crowds 





‘Door’ Swings Rousing 
$16,000 to Lead Cincy; 
‘Baltimore’ NSH $11,000 


Cincinnati, April 26. 
A sturdy new bill lineup with 
“Knock On Any _ Door,” town 
topper, and hefty holdover biz on 
“Connecticut Yankee” and “Little 
Women,” will prevent any laying 
of post-Easter eggs this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75) — 
“Knock On Door” (Col). Sturdy 


$16,000. Last week, “The Bribe” 
(M-G), $15,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
Women” (M-G: (2d wki. 
Strong $13,000 on heels of wham 
$17,500 preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) 

Average $7.- 


Hills” 


— 


000. Last week, 
(Col), $9,500. © 
Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (8th wk’. Down 
to $3,000 after big $3,600 last lap. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) (2d 
wk). Lusty $14,000 in wake of sock 
Holds again. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75) — 
“Adventure in Baltimore” (RKO), 
Modest $11,000 or over. Last week, 
“Kiss in Dark” (WB), $8,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75: — 
“Castle on Hudson” (WB) and 
“Sgt. York" (WB) (reissues). Sat- 
isfactory $5,000. Last week, “South 
St. Louis”. (WB) (m.o.), $4.000. 


Indpls. Modest; ‘Yankee’ 
Nice $14,500, ‘Joan’ 126 


indianapolis, April 26. 

Biz remains only moderate at 
firstruns here, balmy _ spring 
weather giving seasonal boost to 
outdoor activities. “Connecticut 
Yankee,” at Indiana, is top grosser, 
but not big. “Joan of Arc,” at 
Circle, is so-so at tilted seale. 


Estimates for This Week 


“Walking 





Circle (Gamble-Dolie) ‘2,800; 74- 
$1.25)—‘‘Joan of Arc” (RKO). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “Last Days 


Pompeii” (RKO? and “She” (RKO) 
(Continued on page 22) 




















? 
‘ ° 


LL 


14 VARIETY Wednesday, April 27, 1949 


NO OTHER 
COMPANY 





CAN MAKE THIS 
STATEMENT! 


"MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO COLLEGE’ 
‘The BEAUTIFUL BLONDE from BASHFUL 1. GE 
“CANADIAN PACIFIC’ 


Cinecolor 


, is RE RRR ae eae cee PICTURE 
"MOTHER IS A FRESHMAN’ 
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Greater Union Isn't Swinging 


Over to British Films, Sez Rydge 





Washington, April 26. 
Swedish Minister of Education 
has appointed a committee to probe 
film censorship in that country and 


the question of producing Swedish | 


pix suitable for children, reports 
Nathan D. Golden, chief of the 
motion 
branch of the U. S. Dept. of Com- 
merce. 

Items being studied are estab- 
lishment of a special reviewing 
eouncil to represent cultural inter- 
ests and vaious home and parent- 
hood groups, to work with the Cen- 
sorship Board. Question of gov- 
ernment aid in making pictures 
slanted for children is under study. 
Country has found that a large per- 
centage of the films imported are 
not suitable for the immature 
trade. Of the 348 films passed by 
the Swedish censors last year, only 
118 were found suitable for child- 
ren. The U. S. sent in 195 films of 
which only 70 got the okay for 
kids. 

Peru is currently 
its censorship agencies, under a de- 
cree issued Jan. 27. Decree pro- 
vides for prohibiting “immoral” 
films and those contrary to public 
sentiments and which may injure 
the dignity of other countries. 


FC’S FOREIGN MGR. NOT 
BULLISH ON COIN THAW 


Despite western Europe's 
economic recovery, there’s little 
chance of U. S. film companies 
benefiting through easing of coin 
remittances, according to David 
Horne, Film Classics’ foreign man- 
ager, just returned from a six- 
weeks’ sales tour of the Continent. 
Greater likelihood for the near fu- 
ture, Horne stated, is that several 
countries may tighten their regu- 
lations governing the outward flow 
of dollars. 

Political heads of the Euorpean 
nations are sold on monetary re- 
strictions since they trace the 
postwar resurgence to such poli- 
cies, Horne said. Until the inter- 





rapid 


national trade flow is more evenly ' 


balanced, the Continent will con- 
tinue to accent payments for in- 
dustrial goods, food and clothing 
over the luxuries, in which cate- 
gory films are usually placed. 
Horne declared there was a tre- 
mendous backlog of U. S. films 
piled up in Italian warehouses 
waiting to be released by foreign 
distrib companies. Many of these 
pix trace back to wartime and have 


been sidetracked in favor of more| 


current productions. 
wood production slowdown in 
1948, however, will provide an 
early opening for a playoff of the 
older features. 


U.S. Pix Top Swiss Imports 
Tho French Newsreels Ist 


Zurich, April 12. 

Imports of foreign films in Switz- 
erland in 1948 were dominated by 
U. S., which delivered 58° of all 
films. Second place went to 
France, followed by Great Britain, 
Italy and Austria. German _pic- 
tures, which used to be in the 
top rank before the war, are now 
about 1%. 

In newsreels, «-however, French 
imports surpass the U. S. by dou- 
ble. Reason is that the only Amer- 
ican newsreels known here are Fox 
Movietone and Metro News (both 
dubbed in German or French). 
The latter was put together a short 
time ago with the French Gaumont 
Actualites and is now released 
here under the name Metro-Gau- 
mont-Actualites. 

In 1948 Switzerland imported 
279 full-length American pictures, 
97 from France, 43 from Great 


Britain, 32 from Italy and 26 from 
Austria. 


Jap Pix Code Due 


Tokyo, April 19. 

Japanese motion picture indus- 
try’s first production code, pat- 
terned somewhat after the U. S. 
Johnston office code, is now being 
formulated by a committee of the 
Japan Motion Picture Assn., and 
will probably be adopted soon. 

Code will set up standards of 


The Holly- 








moral taste and propriety and will! 


give the local industry its 
self-regulating machinery. 


first 


a. 
v 


picture - photographic | 


reorganizing 


Irish Importing British 
_ Bands in Terpery ‘War’ 
Dublin, April 19. 
competition among 
here has taken a new. 
importation of name 
bands from England for special 
dates. Arcadia and International 
hotel brought in Arthur Bennet’s 
rhumba-samba combo for Easter 
heliday dates. Ronnie Murro and 
his orch, featured on BBC “Sun- 
day Serenade” show. follow a week 
later for Olympic 

No beef has been raised by Irish 
Federation of Musicians regarding 
visits, but since only 35 Irish bands 
are okayed by the Federation, 
there is, in effect, a shortage of 
first-class combos to cover all ter- 
peries and other dates. 


Bulgaria Attacks Own 
Film Industry; Also 
US. Pix Showing There 


Washington, April 26. 

Attack on the Bulgarian film in- 
dustry and on the use of American 
films in that country was made 
over the air last week by the Bul- 
garian Science, Art and Culture 
Committee. Broadcast, which was 
monitored here by U. S. Govern- 
ment, ripped into the Bulgarian 
State film industry as deficient in 
ideological, political and artistic 
standards. 

It added that there was insuffi- 
cient control of foreign films and 
that ‘‘demoralizing, retrogressive”’ 
American and Western European 
films were slipping into programs. 
Another 
advertising and propaganda for the 
| showing of Soviet pix was badly or- 
ganized. 
cast was that heads would fall. The 
| Bulgarian motion picture industry 
was told to create pictures in the 
next year showing how the nation 
opposed fascism and built up so- 
¢ialism. 


Schreiber’s Latin Am. 


Hop on ‘Restrictions’ 


Sidney Schreiber, counsel for 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, was slated to plane out last 
night (Tuesday) for Brazil, Ar- 
gentina and Chile. He'll be away 
from his New York headquarters 
for several weeks. 

Schreiber’s initial stop 
where he is’slated to huddle with 
Brazilian managers for the Amer- 


| Inereasing 
terperies 
twist with 








ican picture companies on mone-" 


‘tary restrictions and other prob- 
| lems. In Buenos Aires he'll meet: 
| with Joaquin Rickard, MPAA’s— 
Latin American topper, who re- 
cently flew there from New York. 
Trip back will be via Chile and 
the west coast of South America. 


Wilcox’s Winnahs 


London, April 26. 
Herbert Wilcox’s “Spring in 
Park Lane” topped the Daily 
Mail's annual poll for the “best 
picture.” Runners-up were J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s “Oliver Twist” ‘and 
“Red Shoes.” 





Best actresses were Anna Neagle, 


Jeam Kent and Jean Simmons 
while Michael Wilding, Laurence 
Olivier and Stewart Granger ran 
in that order. 





Wilcox in N. Y. 


Herbert Wilcox, arriving in New | 


York vesterday (Tues.), revealed 
that 40° of the Daily Mail’s en- 
tire voting went to Miss Neagle 
while Wilding was credited with 
37%. “Spring in Park Lane.” in 
which Miss Neagle and Wilding 
are co-starred, copped 27!2° of 
| the ballots. “Oliver Twist” drew 
mie — Shoes” 9° and “Ham- 





lle 
| RASUMMY's TV SHORT 


Rome, April 19. 
Mikhail Rasummy, 
actor who has 
the past five months working on 
“Pirates of Capri’ for Victor Pah- 
len, plans to make a film short for 
television called, “The Frog and I,” 
written by himself. 
Both Italian and American actors 
in Rome will be used. ‘The short 
; will be made at Scarlera studios. 


‘sored jointly by 


| tion in his union, 





agreed to accept the findings. 


complaint was that the, 


Indication of the broad- | 


is Rio, | 


Hollywood | 
been in Rome for | 


Parnell, Hulbert To 


Sponsor ‘Excellency’ 
London, April 26. 


Production of “Her Excellency,” 
a new musical by Archie Menzies 
and Harold Purcell, is being spon- 
Val Parnell and 
Jack Hulbert. 

Star of the show will be Cicely 
Courtneidge. who has been booked 
| through the Harry Foster agency. 
Foster himself won’t be concerned 
directly with the production, as 
reported. 


Brit. Pic Strike 
In Arbitration 


London, April 26. 

The off-on-off strike at Denham 
and Pinewood, which started over 
the proposed transfer of an elec- 
trician, who holds an official posi- 
to the shuttered 
Shepherds Bush studios, has now 
been referred to an official arbitra- 
tion panel and both sides have 





Meeting took place at the Min- 


istry of Labor last Thursday (21) 
when the arbitration panel was 
| constituted, comprising one rep 


from the Electrical Trades Union, 








Swedes to Probe Film Censorship 
And Problem of Pix for Children 





Rank’s Miller Due in N.Y. 
On Exploitation Huddles 


London, April 26. 
Stephen Miller, American publi- 
city and ad rep in London for the 
J. Arthur Rank Organization, is 
planing to New York this weekend 
(29) for a series of discussions with 
the Rank New York office on pub- 


| licity and exploitation problems in 


'regard to future product 


the union concerned, one from the | 


British Film Producers Assn. and 
an independent chairman to be ap- 
pointed by the Ministry. Meantime, 
work continues at both studios 
with the central figure still in em- 
ployment at Denham. 

It has been reported unofficially 
that the ETU has threatened to 
pull the plugs at all studios if the 
verdict goes against them but 
their decision to accept arbitration 
award makes this little more than 
an idle threat. 


Rank Dubs Pix for Lush 
French Canadian Market 


Toronto, April 26. 

With over 75% of playing time in 
the province of Quebec currently 
devoted to French-language films, 
J. Arthur Rank is going after this 
| important market of some 4,000,- 
| 000 French-speaking people with a 
‘new policy of French-dubbed re- 
| leases of his English-language 
films which have been successful 
in English-speaking communities 
in Canada. 

Dubbed in Paris by French ac- 
tors, original English-language ver- 
sions completed by the Rank or- 
ganization for current Canadian 
distribution include “Red Shoes,” 
“Great Expectations,” “Oliver 
Twist,’ “Seventh Veil’ and “Odd 
Man Out.” In these, Paris actors 
with similar voices to the British 
players are used. In the case of 
Rank films in which Patricia Roc 
and Montreal-born Paul Dupuis 
appear, these French-speaking 
stars are being used to re-enact the 
dialogue of their previous English- 
language versions. 








BRAZIL KUDOES ‘VERDOUX’ 


} “Monsieur Verdoux,” (UA) was 
‘named best film of 48 by the Assn. 
'of Brazilian Motion Picture Critics. 

Charles Chaplin was picked as 
best director, for his work on the 
same pic. He also ran second in 
the best actor competition. 


EEE 


Current London Shows 


London. April 26. 
“Adv. Story,” James (6). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (99). 
“Biess the Bride,’’ Adelphi (105). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (2). 
“Belinda Fair,” (5). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (5). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambassador (2), 
“Foolish Gent’w’n,” Duch. (9). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (57). 
“Harvey,” Wales (17). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (13). 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (19). 
“Human Touch,” Savoy (11). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (6). 
“Lilac Time,” Palace (1). 
“Maidens Prayer,” Playhouse (1). 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (22). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (104). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (21). 
“Oranges & Lemons.”’ Globe (13). 
“Queen Came By,” York (5). 
“September Tide,”’ Ald. (20). 
“Summer in Dec.,”’ Comedy (5). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (107) 
“Twice Upon a Time,” St. Mar- 

tins (1). 

“Woman's Place,” Vaude (5). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (105). 








Miller 
will subscequently visit his family 
in Hollywood before returning to 
London. 


Appointed manager of the Rank 
American office in London after 
serving in Europe as a colonel in 
the U. S. Army, Miller also acts 
in a production advisory capacity 
for various Rank studios. Having 
worked in London, Paris and Hol- 
lywood, he has firsthand expert 
knowledge of many problems con- 
cerning the British and American 
industries. 


U.S.-Financed Films Not 
To Be Included in Brit. 
Quota Export to France 


London, April 19 





American-sponsored and financed " 


British pix are not to be included 
among the list of subjects which 
will be exported to France under 
the British quota with the French 
government. 


In response to 
sentations from 


strong repre- 
the Board of 


| Trade the British Film Producers 


| 


Assn. has agreed to compile a list 
of suitable subjects which will be 
|drawn from the product made by 


| BFPA members. None of the U. 
|; companies making British Sime 1 is 


included in the BFPA membership 
and therefore their product is ex- 
cluded. 


BFPA point of view is that pri- 
marily this is a service on behalf 
of their members and with the 
limited quota available to them 
preference must be given to the 
productions nominated by their 
members. It is felt that America 
with. its quota of 121 could well, 
if it desired, include any British- 


made American pictures in the 
U.S. export quota. 
Product affected includes ‘Ed. 


ward, My Son” and “The Affairs of 
Adelaide,” which are handled by 
Metro and 20th-Fox, respectively. 


17 Toho Execs Quit To 
Ease Jap Studio Setup 


Tokyo, April 19. 
Seventeen top execs of the Toho 
Motion Picture Co., including 





| board chairman Katamaru Tanabe, 


| since 


have resigned en block in a major 


shakeup designed to get Japan’s| 


largest studio out of the red. Toho 
finances have been in bad shape 
the disastrous strike last 
year, which closed the studio for 
five months 
walkout of a good portion. of the 
firm's acting and producing talent. 

Since the beginning of this year, 
studio has turned out only two 
features, both made by indie pro- 


| ducers utilizing Toho studio facili- 


ties. Firm’s theatre chain is kept 


| going largely with product of the 
| Shin Toho (New Toho) studio, an 


| offshoot of 


the parent concern 
which was set up when the 1948 
strike began. 





‘New Danish Film Process 


Catches U.S. Investor Eye 


Copenhagen, April 12. 
American financiers reportedly 
are ready to back a third dimen- 


‘sional film process discovered by 


Egon Schriwer, young Danish 
scientist and engineer. As soon 
as international patents are se- 
cured, the inventor will make a 
public demonstration of his device, 
which combines a new optical sys- 
tem with a special screen. 

Local scribes who have viewed 
Schriwer’s invention term it revo- 
lutionary and feel that the tech- 
nique is certain to arouse world- 
wide interest. 
panies and laboratories, however, 
failed to share the reporters’ enthu- 
siasm and did not invest in the 
process, although it was first of- 
fered to them. 


‘all producing 


and prompted the. 


Danish film com- “C 


Sydney, April 26. 

Greater Union Theatres has no 
intention of veering from its po!- 
icy of picking the best boxoffice 
product, whether British or Amer- 
ican. Norman B. Rydge, head of 
Greater Union, pointed this up 
here this week in categorically 
denying that his circuit would give 
preference to British pictures in 
future bookings. As a matter of 
fact, a great proportion of Greater 
Union playing time is given to 
U.S. films, for the very simple 
reason that Australians long have 
shown marked preference for Yank 
fare. 


Rydge points out that his re- 
marks at a recent staff meeting 
apparently have been misinter- 
preted. Acknowledging that 
Greater Union has a contract to 
distribute and show British pic- 
tures in Australia, he said: “But as 
far as our booking policy is con- 


cerned, it remains, as always, a 
free, open market, and at no time 
will I permit any discrimination 
against American or any other 
country’s product. 

“Greater Union in the past has 
had most cordial relationship with 
and __ distributing 
companies in America, and as long 
as I remain chairman of our com- 


pany I sincerely trust that this 
happy state of affairs will con- 
tinue.” 


Typical of the big percentage of 
Greater Union’s playing time be- 
ing taken up by American product, 
is the fact that the circuit's State 
theatres here and in Melbourne 
have shown nothing by U. S. 
screen fare for a long time. Greater 
Union has been- showing Para- 
mount, Universal, Columbia and 
Selznick product for the most part 
in recent years. 


; SHOW BIZ SHORTED BY 
ITALIAN POWER LACK 


Genoa, April 19. 

Lack of electricity due to the 
unseasonal drought continues to 
hamper industry in northern Italy. 
Entertainment field has been af- 
fected to a certain extent by power 
curtailment which has kept cur- 
rent off for regular three day pe- 
riods (during daylight hours) in 
some areas, while others have done 
without it for a whole week at a 
time. 

Effect on film houses has varied 
according to location. Principally 
affected are hinterlanders and late- 
run houses, which have had to 
| switch to an evening show policy 





| (or at least wait until current goes 


| on 6:00-7 p.m.). It must be remem- 
bered, however, that operation in 
these areas -has never been too reg- 
ular, with many opening late in 
the day in any case, as principal 
customers are either working in 
fields or factories. 

Large town exhibs have solved 
problem by installing power units 
of their own. In a city like Genoa, 
a good half of the theatres (includ- 
ing all firstruns, and most second- 
runs) in the town proper have 
their own generating unit, which 
permit operation independent of 
shortages, etc. 


Kay Sees Need for Co-op 
With French Film Biz 


Despite the fact that their studio 
facilities are woefujly inadequate, 
French film producers now have 
some 18 pictures before the cam- 
eras, according to David Kay, head 
of Foremost Film Corp. Just re- 
turned to N. Y. from a six-week 
trip to France, he described French 
equipment as badly outdated. 


Nevertheless, Kay sees great 
possibilities for French production 
if the industry there could join 
with U. S. producers on a co-opera- 
tive basis. With American know- 
how and modern techniques, Kay 
said he would be ready to invest 
$150,000 to $200,000 in Gallic- 
American pic ventures. His Fore- 
most firm, a subsidiary of Vog 
Film Co., stepped into French pro- 
duction last year by partly financ-- 
ing ““Manon.” 

Next on Foremost’s schedule is 
tirl from Maxim's,” slated to roll 
within two months. Henri Georges 
Clouzot will direct and Robert 
Alda is being sought as lead. Pic- 
ture will be made in both French 
and English versions, Kay revealed. 
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Z WG- Crosby - honda Fleming 


‘William Bendix - Sir Cedric Hardwicke 


in Mark Twains 


A CONNECTICUT” VANKEE 


with MURVYN VYE + VIRGINIA FIELD | In King Arthur’ Court 


HENRY WILCOXON *© Produced by Robert Fellows 
Directed by Tay Garnett - Screenplay by Edmund Beloin 
Lyrics by Johnny Burke » Music by James Van Heusen 
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2nd Week Gross Breaks 4 Records in The Theatre's 
x | 17-Year History! 2nd Saturday Breaks All Records For A 

Single Day! Doors Open 7:45 A.M. To Handle 164,684 
a Admissions in a Single Week! 


Aud Across the County 


The Historic Records of “Paleface,” “Road To Rio,” 

“Emperor Waltz” and “Welcome Stranger” Have Been 

Topped Far and Wide in Key after Key As “Yankee” 

Proves Itself Beyond All Doubt The Industry's Most 
Sensational Hit of 1949! 





oa Se punning NINGS dtoung/ Wl 
ss Aamonts ith ils Great Color tye,” Pegg 











would have circled “The Paleface” 
“Whispering Smith” 
“El Paso” 
“Connecticut Yankee” 
And Next: “Streets of Laredo” 


Music Hall block 
over 50 times! 
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Brit. Plan of Divided Markets Seen 
As Spur to U. S. Film Biz 0'seas 





Considerable improvement 
American companies is expected 
to result from the joint Anglo-| 
American Film Council sessions in 
Washington last week. It has been 
learned: definitely that the British 
delegation offered an arrangement | 
to the U. S. majors that the latter 
are likely to accept. 

Details were not available be- 
vond the fact that the British plan 
was a complicated one that en- 
tailed, among other things, a di- 
vision of world markets. It is re- 





. ported that the scheme is not so 


strong as actual cartelization, but 
envisages in part some compensa- 
tions for reduced American income 
from Britain via improvements in 
other areas. 

This is believed, however, to be 
only one aspect of a long-range 
plan offered by the trio of British- 
ers—J. Arthur Rank, Sir Alexan- 
der Korda and Sir Henry French, 
head of the British Film Producers 
Assn. This would entail some eas- 
ing after this year of the $17,000,- 
000 restriction on remittances from 
England and perhaps some im- 
provement in the quota—or, at 


least, the appeece of the quota, | 


which the BFPA has been policing. 
Likewise, there would be an en- 
couragement of U. S. 
making in England. 
British Gains 


British producers on their side 
are also said to have won some 
gains. These consist partially of 
vague promises to try to help Rank 
and Korda pix get better playing 
time in the U. S., but more Impor- 
tantly apply to certain overseas 
areas where U. S. and British prod- 
uct is in competition. 

Importance attached to the meet- 
ings and secrecy surrounding them 
was evident from the fact that only 
the six principals ever were in the 
room, the three Britons and Bar- 
ney Balaban, Paramount prexy; 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Metro’s top- 
per, and Eric Johnston, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America chief. 
Even the front rank advisers and 
alter egos of the sextet were 
forced to cool their heels in ante- 
rooms during the two days of 
lengthy sessions. 

Americans told subordinates 
later, however, that they were sur- 
prised and pleased at what the 
British offered. They had entered 
the conference chamber at the re- 
quest of the BFPA, prepared to 
receive nothing and give nothing. 


Actually, no final decisions were | 


reached. Both sides came out of 
the meetings with the promise that 
they would report back to their 
principals the areas of agreement 
that had been arrived at, and rec- 
ommend their acceptance. The 
Britons are expected to go 
back to London for huddles and 
return to this country for another 
series of similar sessions in about 
four weeks. 

British delegation apparently 
came to this country with some un- 
official authorization from Harold 
Wilson, prez of the Board of Trade, 
to make and receive offers. 
ever, much of what was agreed 
upon by the Britishers, especially 
in overseas territories, was within 
their own powers to give without 
consultation with their govern- 
ment, since they did not pertain 
to quotas or sterling unfreezing. 

Nevertheless, it is expected that 
the English delegates will confab 
with Wilson on their return, and 
his attitude on the quota and dol- 
lar restrictions will be influenced 
by the deal Rank, Korda and 
French are able to take back with 
them. 

An inkling of what was discussed 
was the public statement of one 
of the British delegates that, while 
no immediate change in the quota 
could be expected, “there is a con- 
siderable amount of improvement 
in our relations that can be made 
within the scope of the quota.” 

Otherwise, the formal statements 
that came out of the sessions were 
barren. The final release said: 
“We have been aware for a long 
time that the controversial issues 
which have arisen between the 
British and American industries 
have had a detrimental effect, not 
only on the two industries, but on 


Anglo-American relations as well. | 


We have decided that in the future 
we shall discuss our problems and 
difficulties together and try to work 
them out to the mutual advantage 
of our two industries.” 


ine 
the overseas position of the major) 


picture- | 


How- ]} 


20th’s British Story | 
Buy With Frozen {; 
Eyes Cosmo Novelette 


Twentieth-Fox, most active of 
the major companies in story pur- 
chases recently, has acquired one 
book and fastened its eye on an- 
other during the past couple 
weeks. New one aded to the com- 
pany’s list is “War and Heaven” 
by Charles Williams. It was 
bought in England and paid for in | 
frozen sterling, which is one of the 
uses the blocked coin may be put 
to under terms of the Anglo-U. S. 
agreement of 1948. 

Yarn on’ which company may 
negotiate a deal is “The Full 
Cirele,” a forthcoming Cosmopoli- 
tan mag novelette by Richard 
Sherman. Producer Joseph Man- 
kiewicz is interested in it and if 
the purehase is made it will be 
added to his slate. It is the story 
of a man’s attempted murder of a 
boy who turns out to be his wife’s 
illegitimate child. 

Sherman authored “Bright 
Promise,” a story for which 20th 
paid $200,000 a couple years ago. 
It is now being screenplayed. 








Joe Borkin 


Continued from page 3 Samamame' 








(22) of the Association’s tele com- 
mittee.’ Group, headed by Colum- 
bia veepee Jack Cohn, was named 
by the MPAA directorate earlier in 
the month. 

Attending the New York session 
was Edward L. Cheyfitz, aide to 
Erie Johnston, in charge of special 
projects. Cheyfitz was _ recently 
appointed by the MPAA prexy to 
take charge of the Association’s 
activities in regard to video. 

Cheyfitz is known to have held 
discussions recently with Borkin 
on the projected TV _ survey. 
Borkin, more than 10 years ago, 
authored a book titled “Television, 
A Struggle for Power.” It told 
the story of the fight for patents 
between Radio Corp. of America 
and the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. Since resigning 
from the D. of J., where he served 
as an economist rather than a 


lawyer, Borkin has been acting as ' 


consulting economist to private 
clients and doing special contact 
work with Government agencies 
_and Congress, as well as handling 
| legal duties. 

Last week’s .meeting of the 


MPAA video committee was more- | 
or-less a get-acquainted session in | 
which general plans for the future , 


were discussed. First task of the 
‘committee is to lay out for the 
'MPAA directorate the job it feels 
it ‘the committee) should do. An- 
other huddle will be held shortly 
_to discuss the feasibility of hiring 
Borkin or to make other plans for 
the survey which the MPAA mem- 
bers desire. 


Par Chain 
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Butterfield interests, they are be- 
| ing administered under a trustee- 
ship which makes the acquisition 
of greater theatre holdings highly 
uncertain. Hence, Butterfield is 
expected to turn down the Para- 
mount proposal. 

Formula governing the liquida- 
tion of any stock in the circuit re- 
quires that it first be proffered to 
the other pards. Price is. then 
fixed at an appraisal of the value of 
the circuit’s assets plus. three 
times one year’s average earnings. 

' Average is found on the basis of 
the last three year’s earnings. 

With  cross-deals improbable, 
both RKO and Par are readying 
outside sales. Their combined 
stock interests are 35% of total 
issued stock. However, if one 


party bought both RKO and Para- | 


mount holdings, he would be en- 
titled to equal representation on 
the board under the current agree- 
ment. Six-man board consists of 
three Butterfield men, two from 
Par and one from RKO. 





Tristates Drive-In Near Omaha 
Omaha. 
Tristates Theatres’ West Dodge 
Drive-In opened its second season | 
Jast week. 





‘Private Deals’ 
Continued from page 3 


has appeared to be bearing 
fruit. 





} 
| 


| bers agree that the Motion Picture erature. 


sponsible for this action. 

But with all this measure of suc- | 
cess in getting the Government 
finally to fight on the side of the 
industry, they ask, why should the 
top companies make any “private 
deal’ at this time. Indies feel that 
the prospects are too good of get- 
ting a general improvement in the 
situation to be jeopardized by 
maneuvers by the industry itself, 
rather than letting the Govern- 
ment continue to carry the flight. 

SIMPP’s Attitude 

SIMPP toppers originally were 
anxious to have a rep invited to 
the Washington sessions. When 





\the MPAA and the British delega- 


tion indicated it was to be private, 
SIMPPites agreed that that was 
their perogative. They were in- 
sistent in making clear, however, 


. that they would in no way be com- 
‘mitted to go along with any agree- 


ment made without their repre- 
sentation and would put up a 
potent how! if they didn’t like it. 


They have received no word yet, 


.| Officially or unofficially, of what 


went on,at the meetings. However, 
as one SIMPP member stated: 


“It seems highly unlikely that 
six such men in a_ smoke-filled 
room for two days would be talk- 
ing in generalities. It seems even 
more unlikely that the British 
would come here without at least 
a tacit understanding with Wilson 
(Harold Wilson, prez of the Board 
of Trade). And with all that secre- 
cy, it doesn’t take much surmising 
that there is a deal afoot. I think 
we are right in fearing that it may 
benefit the majors at the expense 
of the independents.” 


Indies mostly fear that there 
may be some liberalization of uses 
of frozen coin that will give the 
majors an advantage or that there 
may be an agreement for division 
of markets that would hurt them. 


Reports were also heard that 
some Hollywood union leaders 
were disturbed at the Washington 
meetings. They fear that the Brit- 
ish may have. offered some con- 
siderable incentive for American 
companies to produce in England 
in order to unfreeze dollars. Every 
pic made abroad, the unions feel, 
‘is that much less work for actors, 
technicians and-laborers here. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Rebutting critics who charge Hollywood with knuckling down to mi- 


some Nority group attacks, Dore Schary makes a vigorous defense of the 


U. S. pix industry’s policy of balancing its free speech rights with its 


Arnall and SIMPP mem-  .9¢ia) responsibilities in the current issue of Saturday Review of Lit- 
John Haynes Holmes and John Mason Brown, in previous 
| Assn. of America was largely re-| SRL articles, had made an unreserved pitch for freedom of speech in 
‘ films but Schary repeats the maxim that “freedom of speech does not 


give one the right to yell ‘fire’ in a crowded theatre.” 
Schary declares that “the visual impact of the sereen is so powerful 
and so vivid that, in the hands of irresponsible people, it can become 


dangerous.” 


Sharply attacking J. Arthur Rank’s “Oliver Twist” as a 


case in point, Schary says: “In a world still smoldering with the hates 
and falsehoods stirred up by the most serious anti-Semitic progroms of 
all history, one has a right to question the judgment and the logic of 


bringing Fagin to the screen at this time.” 


By protesting the use of a 


stereotype, the Metro production v.p. asks, “Are we inhibiting freedom 


instances is of comparative value. 


| of sptech er is this rather a desire to tell the truth? ... Truth in many 
What might be truth to Gerald L. 


K. Smith might not be truth to the Jewish victim of a riot incited by 


Mr. Smith’s ‘truth’.” 


Stating his theory of handling minority group film characterizations, 
Schary states: “The American prototype is that of a tall, thin, lithe- 
muscled man who can shoot straight, hit hard, is self-reliant and knows 


how to handle himself in any tough circumstance. 


Because of this 


flattering identification, we can well afford the criticism and occasional 


evil portrait of the American personality. 


If once the Negro stereotype 


becomes that best represented in the personality of Dr. (Ralph) Bunche 
(United Nations mediator on Palestine), the Negro will be able to afford 
the luxury of less complimentary portraits. Once the Jewish stereotype 
becomes perhaps that of a (Bernard) Baruch, we, too, easily will be 
able to accommodate the representation of a Fagin.” 
| Schary flatly denies charges that RKO, while he was production 
head, quashed the filming of “Ivanhoe” because of sensitive religious 


| angles. 


He reports that screenwriter 


Aeneas MacKenzie based his 


} script on the Sir Walter Scott novel and production was slated to roll 
'in England in collaboration with Rank. Project collapsed in the midst 
, of the Anglo-U.S. tax broil, Schary reports, and since the film was 


expensive, RKO decided to shelve the film. 


“Whenever they feel they 


are justified in spending $3,000,000, they will probably produce it,” he 


says. 





Annual report of the Motion Picture Assn. of America’s Title Reg- 
istration Bureau disclosed yesterday (Tues.) shows that a total of 4,336 
| film titles were submitted to the bureau last year, the largest amount 


since 1942 when some 4,572 were offered for registration. 


Of the tags 


submitted last year, 3,847 were registered according to bureau director 


Margaret Ann Young. 


Analysis of the 1948 figure shows that 250 labels were approved 


under the provisions of the Production Code for non-member com- 
panies, which aren’t signatories to the Title Registration Agreement 


| while 183 others were returned because of identity with existing prior 


registrations. 


Only 56 titles were deemed unsuitable. 


Despite 564 


| protests last year regarding priorities of a similar title or “harmful” 


| 


similarity, only six required arbitration. 


| Balance of the title squabbles were settled by negotiations between 


companies concerned. 


In the past 18 years, Miss Young notes, some 


| 60,000 titles were accepted for registration and only 64 arbitrations 


were necessitated by disputes. 


Aside from the MPAA’s member com- 


| panies, there were 76 non-members participating in the Title Registra- 


tion Service last year. 





David O. Selznick receives the Gold Medal award from the American 


Schools & College Assn. today (Wed.) for his “popularization and fur- 
| therance” of the fine arts in his “Portrait of Jennie.” Prize is scheduled 
to be conferred by the ASCA’s J. Maynard Morgan in a ceremony to 


be aired via Mary Margaret McBride’s WNBC show. 


Selznick also 


makes another radio appearance next Tuesday (3) when he'll discuss 


film audiences on CBS’ “We the People.” 


Harold E. Stassen, prez of 


the U. of Pennsylvania, another guest on the program, will analyze 


the same topic. 








. 
Spingold 
Continued from page 3 
which ultimately hits 
$143,000 yearly from Sept. 14, 
1953. to the ticket’s expiration date 
in 1955. Until Sept. 14, 1949, 


: 


sation 


‘Schneider takes $93,600 annually. | 


|Then his salary is boosted to 
$130,000 for the stretch into 1953. 
$12 Col Stock Options 
Additionally, 
provides for the granting of stock 


options on 12,500 shares of Colum-. 
bia common at a price of $12 per | 


share. Schneider may exercise his 
option on 6,250 shares from time- 


to-time until Sept. 14, 1958, and. 
the balance during the period of | 
1958, | 


March 15, 1952-Sept. 14, 
Conversion of the options must be 
accompanied by an affidavit that 
Schneider intends holding the 
stock for investment and not specu- 
lation. 


Both tickets are subject to stock- 
holder approval at the next annual 


meeting. Both, moreover, give Col | 


the right to terminate in the event 
of sickness or other physical dis- 


ability preventing the principals | 


from rendering service for a 
period in excess of six months. 
Under the terms of Spingold’s 
deal, he would render such serv- 
ices to Col in an exec capacity as 
the company may from time-to- 
time request if his chores are 
changed over to those of con- 
sultant. 
required to devote more than one- 


half normal working time to Col’s | 


business in any one year. Switch 
would be made any time from 
March 2, 1951, on by written one- 
month notice from the company. 

If Col elects to switch Spingold’s 
role to consultant, contract is 
automatically extended for an 
additional period equivalent to the 
length of time between the date 
of notice and the expiration date 
of the original five-year pact. 


Schneider's ticket | 


As such, he may not be. 





Jesse L. Lasky is in New York this week in an effort to complete the 
financing of “Trilby,” which he had plans to produce in England in 


| association with Walter McEwen. 


Lasky hopes to be able to make 


arrangements for use of blocked sterling in time to get the film started 
by early summer. Joan Fontaine is slated to star in the classic yarn 


_and to participate in the profits. 


Her husband, William Dozier, who 


will be associated in the production, went to Britain with McEwen to 


line up locations and technicians. 
Coast at the end of this week. 


Lasky is slated to return to the 





A complete compilation of 16m and 35m films registered in the U.S. 


copyright office from July 1 through Dec. 31. 1948, is currently avail- 


able from the Library of Congress in Washington. 


Booklet, selling 


for 50c, gives title, distributor, gauge, summary, production credits 


and cast of approximately 800 U.S. and foreign films. 


























manager, called in the daily press 
over the weekend and charged the 
distribs with demanding higher 
admissions at his theatres. His 
charges, which included an assault 
_ on Hollywood salaries as excessive, 
copped big coverage from the dai- 
lies in St. Louis. Understood that 
_at least one of the companies is 


sible counterattack via court ac- 
tion. 

Arthur also intimated that he 
may shutter one or two of his first- 
runs during the summer because 


Par, 20th Sell Away 


Continued from page 4 


studying the situation for a pos- | 


of a lack of product. Employees at | 


both the Fox and Ambassador the- 
atres have been given their notice 


not take place if the supply of 


, Summer operation.” It is difficult 
to determine the question now, it 
| was said. 

| Arthur demanded 
“adopt the 
that would enable them to furnish 
the best pictures without demand- 


that distribs 


reasonable economies 











fabulous sums in the production 
of pictures that never should be 
made, they could continue to fur- 
nish the American public with fine 
motion pictures without forcing 
that. American public to pay an 
increase for its best entertain- 
ment.” 
Fox-Midwest’s Stand 

The giant Fox-Midwest chain is 
already battling the distribs on 
their bid method of selling pix. 
That circuit is refusing to bid for 
product unless it is advised as to 
the amount offered by a success- 
ful competitor in grabbing product. 
The chains believe that smaller 


|fry are frequently making uneco- 
but Arthur said the closing “will. ; i ‘i 


nomic offers which spell a loss just 


: } ; _to snare product. 
Suitable pictures is sufficient for | 


While the bidding method is be- 
ing challenged, it is thought that 
back of the entire tiffing is a de- 
termination of major distribs to 


achieve better terms from many of 


ing more money from the Ameri-| 


can public at the theatre boxof- 


fice.” He added: “If the producers | 


would reduce their fabulous execu-— 


tive salaries and profit sharing ar- 
_rangements to reasonable amounts, 
; and would also refuse to expend 


the big circuits. 

The circuits, on their part, are 
considerably peeved over growing 
forays made into their product 
schedules by smaller-seat houses. 
These theatres, in many instances. 
are offering higher guarantees for 
the run-of-a-film which is based in 
turn on the ability to plav the pic 
longer since the overhead is less 
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MEETINGS 


The pleasure was all ours! Thanks, thanks to show- 





men and to the trade press for the enthusiastic 


reception to M-G-M’s 96 “Friendship Meetings.” © 





“STRATTON STORY’ CLEVELAND 
SETS NEW ATTENDANCE RECORD! 


Opened to Biggest biz in 2 years! First Sunday sets 
new attendance record at Stillman Theatre. It’s a 
solid hit, another one to join ““Command Decision,” 
“Take Me Out To The Ball Game,” “Little Women” 
and more Big Ones! For hits and happiness — it’s 
the Friendly Company! 


supe 


- THOSE ‘FRIENDSHIP 
‘1 WOW! 





This is a typical response from 
BOXOFFICE issue of April 16. 


































Trade Screening Close By 


Pleases an Exhibitor 


IM_ DUNBAR of the Roxy Theatre at 

Wichita has this item to report: 

“An orchid to ‘The Friendly Company,’ 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. Today I received 
notice inviting my wife and myself to a 
tradeshowing of two of their latest re- 
leases. This in itself is not new, but it 
is news when a distributor gives the ex- 
hibitor a break by screening prodacts 
nearer the exhibitor’s place of business. 

“‘The Stratton Story’ and”‘The Secret 
Garden’ will be screened at the Civic The- 
atre here in Wichita. Seldom does an 
exhibitor drive 200 or 300 miles to a dis- 
tribution center just to view a trade- 
screening. By screening products out in 
the territory, the distributor will benefit 
both himself and the exhibitor, in good 
will and intelligent buying. 

“Personally, I hope the local screening 
is a huge success and that other com- 
panies as well as Metro will do this more 
often, both here and at other locations 
too far distant for the exhibitors to view 
the newest release at the distributors’ 
screening rooms.” 








*"Secret Garden,” World Premiere 
Astor Theatre, Boston, May 4th 
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Mary Pickford Avers New Bids 


As Nassers’ UA Dicker Folds x su: xcs: 





>. 


Continued from page 3 





means that all but those indies 





While all those involved in the+¢ 


heated Nasser Bros. negotiations 
for sale of United Artists last week 
were wearily taking a breather, 
Mary Pickford disclosed yesterday 
(Tuesday) on the Coast that the 
tumult is far from over. She de- 
clared she had a new bid from 
eastern interests that was higher 
than the $5,400,000 the Nassers 
had offered. 

Miss Pickford said she did not 
know the identity of the bidders, | 
since their offer was made via} 
their Coast law firm. Their origi-| 
nal overture came last week: the 
UA partner explained, but she did | 
nothing about it because she) 
thought it would be “unethical | 
while the Nasser negotiations were 
still on.” She’s going ahead with it 
now, she declared, although she 
isn’t sure whether her partner in 
the ownership of UA, Charles 
Chaplin, will consider the new bid. 

In the meantime, it was learned 
in New York, the owners’ interest 
has swung over somewhat from 
selling UA to obtaining coin rep- 
resented by its holdings in the 
Odeon circuit in England and using 
that to bolster the company by 





who are so well established they 
are still able to go to the banks 
without giving 100% guarantees, 
must be prepared for one of three 
alternatives. 

First is that they can sit out the 
‘present situation, as many indies 
|are doing. Second is parting with 
‘a large percentage of their poten- | 
| tial profits in offering big chunks | 
ito the money men. ~ ae M4 
- |producer must have a first-rate | 
iat ry Scot Sie poe the | package to get coin. oe d cs | 
: z lated by a public | native is to relinquish a good bi 
ee ee |of autonomy, as well as potential 

Sitting Pretty,” listed as the | ere pyre re _—— | 
public’s “most enjoyed picture | Pencen —— Pte a atm 
of 1948,” drew very favorable (JO who will finance the . 
comment from all the crix. How It Works Out 
Among -the 10 top pictures, Much more favorable deals nat- 
only “A Date with Judy” re- | urally can be obtained from sec- 
ceived poor comments from | ond-money sources when banks are | 
some of the reviewers. Other | freer with their loans. Banks now, | 
eight films, receiving notices however, are being very tough with { 


Gallup OK’s the Crix 


Critics of the N. Y. dailies 
have been cleared by George 
Gallup’s Audience Research of 
the charge that they generally 
pan films praised by average 
filmgoers. Gallup’s check of 
the critics’ opinions against 
public reaction revealed a 
close correspondence during 











ranging from good to ex- | UA producers, since the company | 
cellent, were “Gentleman’s {has been through several years of | 
Agreement,” “I Remember (turmoil as a result of negotiations | 


Mama,” “Life With Father,” to sell it by owners Mary Pickford | 
“Blandings Builds His Dream and Charles Chaplin. Bankers see 
House,” ‘Naked City,” “Secret (this as not only affecting morale 
Life of Walter Mitty,” “State | of the employees, but are fearful 





providing a pool for production 
financing. Active explorations are 
now going on to find a formu!a 
for converting the proceeds into 
dollars if the Odeon stock were 
sold. 

It is understood that UA has had 
an offer of £750,000 ($3,000,000) 
for its approxmately 25% share of 
the Odeon assets. Difficulty is that 
this couldn’t be converted into 
dollars except by permission of the 
British government. Although this 
sum would be available for wider 
uses than ordinary frozen film 
earnings, it still could be obtained 
probably only through producing 
pix in England or by making some 
other investment. Explorations 
now going on are looking toward 
selling the pounds at a discount 
for some such purpose that would 
win approval of the Labor govern- 
ment. 

Return of Miss Pickford to the 
UA picture at the last minute of 
the Nasser negotiations last week 
was reported in informed circles 
as the reason the deal fell through. 
It is known that the concluding 


factor inthe fizzle was refusal of 


the Bank of America to put up 
the coin on which the Nassers had 
been counting. 

Reason for this backdown was 
said to be objection by the bank 


of the Union” and “Street With | of not knowing under what owner- 
No Name.” |ship or management the pix they 
| ———=/are financing today may be releas- | 


al /ed in eight months or a year. 
1 h Film Tak | As a result, the financial insti- 
e e | tutions have backed away almost 
producers, but at UA itself, which | 

up. That will be by the end of the 

basis of Internal Revenue amuse- S0UrCES are the terms asked -by the 
March tax collection, generally Studios they reportedly have been | 
for the previous month and bet- of the budget for studio facilities, 
up for three months. It is esti- ducer, from whom the Nassers can 
sions taxes of $4,084,799, con-, Aside from UA, the only major 


| altogether from loans on films for 
now faces its perennial threat of a 
Washington, April 26. | year or before. 

Nasser brothers. For the second 
reflecting Febraury at the box- asking indies 6% interest on the 
tered by more than $4,000,000 the and a $50,000 supervisory fee. 
mated that picture theatres ac- take over the picture if he exceeds 
trasted with $2,842,659. In the 











h J . | UA release or have asked the near- | 

® | prohibitive 100% guarantees. This 
S OWS pswillg; strikes a hard blow not only at the | 
product shortage when the present 

crop of unusually strong pix is used 

“ilm biz was definitely on the | Indicative of the tough deals be- 
rise again last February, on the ing imposed by second-money 
/ment tax figures released yester- money and a deferment of charges 
| day (25). for use of their General Service | 
office, was a fat $34,716.074. This | outstanding coin, 25% of the pic- 
| was well ahead of the $26,907,000 ture for the second money, 20% 
| collections of March, 1948. Amuse- This last sum is supposedly for 
ment tax take has been moving overseeing the work of the pro- 
count for about 80% of the bite. (5% of the budget allotment any 

| California reported 20% admis- week. 


— ee 


Film Pattern for Video? 


J. Arthur Rank’s “Quartet” 


is attracting a large number of 


video-minded picture people and picture-minded video people to 
the Sutton, N. Y., where the Eagle Lion release is in its fifth week. 
They see in the film a format for the perfect combination of pix 
and TV and it is thought likely that it will soon be emulated either 
by one of the Hollywood studios or by one of the outfits making 


films for tele, or by both. 


The picture consists of four W. 


Somerset Maugham short stories. 


They have different casts and different directors, being tied to- 
.gether only by the device of having a hand turn the pages of a 
book between each sequence. Each yarn, which makes a complete 
vignette in itself, runs between 20 and 25 minutes, close to a per- 
fect length for TV. Pic has been doing smash biz at the Sutton 


and is not available for tele. It 


is anticipated, however, that in a 


couple years the sequences will be offered to the new medium. 


Believed also being made with 


TV in mind is the “Real-Life Aq- 


venture” series which Walt Disney is producing. This consists of 


27-minute reels on nature subjects. 


RKO is now distributing the 


first of them, “Seal Island,” to theatres, but they’re just about the 


optimum length for a half-hour 
they may eventually land on tele 
TV pitches. 





es eee 


+ Dynamite Carson....... 


company which true indies can find | 


to Miss Pickford continuing to | separate 20% bite on nitery tabs, 
hold approximately one-third of | Uncle Sam got $3,865,700 in the 
the stock of the company. Miss | March collections nationally, cem- 


Pickford was to get this in return pared with $4,125,027 the preced- 
for accepting $1,700,000 for her’ ing month. 


50% ownership of the company | 


instead of the $2,700,000 which 
was to have been her full com- 
pensation. The $1,000,000 differen- 
tial was to become working capital. 
Chaplin was to have received his 
full $2,700,000. 

As the deal was originally set 
up and approved by Mario Gian- 
nini, head of the Bank of America, 
a new corporation was to be set 
up into which would be put the 
UA stock and Nassers’ General 
Service Studio, which was valued 
at $2,500,000. Bank would hold 
the stock of this new corporation 
as security for a $5,000,000 loan to 
the Nassers. Latter were to add 
to this $400,000 of their own coin 
to make up the total $5,400,000 
purchase price to Chaplin and Miss 
Pickford and were to provide $1,- 
—— additional as working capi- 
al. 

They were unable to obtain the 
latter $1,000,000 fund and thus, at 
the last moment, made the deal 
with Miss Pickford so that she 
would in effect be providing it out 
of the money advanced by the 
bank. That would have given her 
33'3°o of the stock for $1,000,000, 
a bargain price as compared with 
the $4.400.000 the Nassers would 
have been paying for the remain- 
ing 6624°%. 


Metro’s 23 in 8 Mos. 


With five new films and one re- 
issue grooved for release during 
July and August, Metro will have 





sent a total of 23 pix to U.S. the-. 


atres during the first eight months 
of the current year. Of the 23 
features now selected, nine are in 
Technicolor. 

Following a number of test en- 
gagements, “The Wizard of Oz,” an 
oldie, is now definitely set for gen- 
eral release July 1. 


{ture industry in the field of U.S. 
is clearly shown in 


| amusement 
' Treasury Department figures 


| 1946 just released here. The fig- 
'ures show that: 


| Total receipts of the film indus- 
| try that year were more than three 
‘times the size of receipts taken in 
| by all other amusements. 


Net profit after taxes in pictures 
was more than four times the net 
| after taxes of all other amuse- 
ments combined. 


The film industry, including ex- 
,hibtion as well as.production and 
| distribution, had total gross re- 
'cepits of $1,949,374,000 during fis- 
cal 1946, on the basis of 4,278 cor- 
| porate tax returns. On this figure, 
taxes of $128,316,000 were paid, 
| and there were expenses of $1,593,- 


Sn, | ; i] i | 
The enormous place of the pic- ed is felt by UA execs to be in ley Beye, who. mee @namestered 


to distribute their films is RKO, 
and there have been very few deals 
there since Howard Hughes took 
over last year. While failure of. 
the Nasser deal to be consummat- 


jurious to the company’s future 
regarding product, the firm is para- 


for doxically in a most favorable po- 


sition at the moment. 

Aside from a top-grosser now in| 
release, “Champion.” company has 
nine pix awaiting release, three in 
the editing stage and two in pro- 
duction. Among these are several 
which are expected to ring up $1,- 
500,000 and better grosses. 


SP’s ‘Brave’ 


Continued from page 3 














own projection room, used Colum- 
bia’s facilities as well as the ad- 
jacent Lloyd’s and the Preview 
studio. Either held simultaneous- 
ly or in quick rotation, the screen- 


205,000. This left a net profit of ings kept UA and Screen Plays 


$227,853,000 after taxes. Of this 
$113,311,000 in cash dividends 
were paid out, plus $1,063,000 in 
' dividends of the corporations’ own 
, stock. 


In the field of all other amuse- 
ments, Treasury reported $599.- 
515,000 in gross receipts, on the 
basis of 4,578 corporate tax re- 
turns. Expenses ate up $508,037,000 
/and taxes took another $37,092.000 
| bite. This gave the other amuse- 
|; ments an overall net profit of $54.- 
| 386,000. Of this, $18,891,000 was 
| paid out in cash dividends and 
$6,717,000 as dfividends in stock 
‘of the reporting corporations. 
_ Of the film industry business. 
350 returns in the production end 
of the industry reported net in- 
comes and another 368 had no 
profit. These are exclusive of in- 
active corporations. The profitable 
“companies grossed $948.342.000 
and made 


, taxes. 


flacks shuttling between the rooms | 
in order to make contacts. | 

Purpose of the previews, of, 
course, is to be build word of mouth 
and to acquaint labor, veteran, so- 
cial-service organizations, etc. of the 
film’s theme. Above all, the pro- 
ducers don’t want a controversy 
and, according to a UA spokesman. 
aren't making a deliberate bid for 
publicity. “Brave’s” campaign, 
under the overall generalship of 
SP veepee-publicist George Glass. 
reportedly is one of the most em- 
bracing ever staged by a film com- 
pany. 

Hired as special reps have been. 
a number of vet picture flacks. 
These include George Nelson, Phil 
Gowan and Irving Drutman. Nel- 
son and Cowan contact various la- 
bor organizations, the United Na- 
tions, ete., while Drutman has been 
turning out special features. In 
addition, Neil Scott has been cir- 


$166,746,000 before culating through a flock of Negro 


groups in behalf of the picture. 


_spot to their antics. 


work. 





—— 








The Golden Madonna 
Pic will have no appeal for Yank 


Not even the attractive back- 
grounds of Naples and Capri suc- 


audiences. 


ceed in developing any interest in | 
the flimsy, naive plot of a search | 


for the missing picture of the 
Golden Madonna, which supersti- 
tious peasants believe is responsi- 
ble for the lack of rain. 

With such drab material and im- 
mature — the cast has little 
scope, but hyllis Calvert and 
Michael Rennie make a valiant ef- 
fort to retain the interest. 

Myro 


Fighting Fools 


Monogram release of Jan Grippo pro- 


duction. Stars Leo Gorcey; features 
Huntz Hall, Frankie Darro, Lyle Talbot. 
Directed by Reginald Le Borg. Original 
screenplay, Edmond Seward, Gerald 


Schnitzer, Bert Lawrence; camera, Wil- 
liam Sickner; editor, William Austin; 
musical director, Edward Kay. At New 
York theatre, N. Y., 
"49. Running time, 89 MINS. 


Slip ba .dtes hb WORSE OEE Leo Gorcey 


Sach Huntz Hall 
| Serer. ee ee Gabriel Dell 
Johnny Higgins........... Frankie Darro 
PUG... hectares chacesebe Billy Benedict 
CO” eae ae David Gorcey 
Butch .. Benny Bartlett 


Blinky Harris.......... 
Boomer Higgins........ 
Louie SEOs «  aeued 
Mrs. Higgins.......... 


‘ Lyle Talbot 
Teddy Infuhr 
Bernard Gorcey 
Dorothy Vaughan 
Ben Welden 
Evelyn Eaton 
Bert Conway 


Bunny Talbot 


Editor Tereeaee Te rete Paul Maxey 
Jimmy Higgins.......... Robert Wolcott 
ae. ee ane Bill Cartledge 
Marty eae ..Anthony Warde 
cod isce a Sls ata w Ralph Peters 
Commissioner......... Stanley Andrews 
Dorgan Peer ee rt Hanlon 
Serer ree Marty Mason | 
: aaa .... Eddie Gribbon | 
2 ere error Sam Hayes 





“Fighting Fools” is a moderate- | 


ly entertaining programmer with 


'a prize fight background. Al- 


‘though there are liberal fight 
scenes, these sequences for the 
|most part are pegs on which to 


hang the crusty -humor of the Bow- 


by Leo Gorcey. Film rates as av- 
erage supporting material. 


| Racketeering in the boxing field | 
prompts a cleanup drive by Gor- 
/cey and his cohorts when a pal is 


killed in a bad match. Although 
the victim’s brother, Frankie Dar- 
ro, had once renounced the ring, 
he’s persuaded to don the gloves 
again to avenge his kin. Seesaw 
struggle with the opposition en- 
sues, but Darro cops the champion- 
ship at the finale. 

Gorcey and his Bowery Boy col- 
leagues—Huntz Hall, Gabriel Deil, 
et al., breeze through their roles 
to generate as many laughs as pos- 
sible. Plot itself takes a secondary 
Darro is fair. 
Lyle Talbot is credible as the 
crooked + manager. Lengthy 
cast provides capable support in 
this Jan Grippo production. Regi- 
nald Le Borg’s direction is okay 
as is William Sickner’s camera- 
Gilb. 





Stampede 
Hollywood, April 21. 


_Manogram release of John C. Cham- 
pion-Blake Edwards (Allied Artists) (Scott 
R. Dunlop) production. Stars Rod Cam- 
eron, Gale Storm, Johnny Mack Brown, 
Don Castle; features Donald Curtis, John 
Miljan. Jonathan Hale, John Eldredge. 
Directed by Lesley Selander. Screenplay. 
John C. Champion. Blake Edwards: a apt- 
ed from book by Edward Beverly Mann: 
camera, Harry Newmann: editer, Rich- 
ard Heermance. Previewed April 21, ’49. 
— time, 78 MINS, 

eer ss 


i es eon - Rod Cameron 


Gale Storm 


Ball + seeeeeeees... JOhNny Mack Brown 
Tim 6906 6ORY C648 4.6 00% Don Castle 
EE eee . Donald Curtis 
WEEE. s+ 6 a.9.65 0 00 + 009.000 John Milian 
V4 Ser Jonathan Hale 
SMR «a tee wee ee ta John Eldredge 
Sanderson.......... d Adrian Wood 
al ie eee Wes C.. Christensen 
Er James Harrison 
Maxie . Duke York 
Dawson Pekaveaden.s Steve Clark 
Link Spain........... I. Stanford Jolley 
Shives cima bake haees Marshall Reed 
SE Sab dees es ¥4 Philo McCoHough 





“Stampede” is short on the fast 


,action needed to make it com- 


Film Reviews 


== Continued from page 1) Gain 


week of April 19, | 


TV show and it is expected that 
or be the pattern for other Disney 














| pletely satisfactory in its market. 
| However, its chances are bolstered 
by a .good cast lineup, headed by 
/Rod Cameron and Johnny Mack 
Brown, so returns should be aver- 
age. 

Production by John C. Cham- 
pion and Blake Edwards, under 
|the personal supervision of Scott 
|R. Dunlap, started with a good 
|story and plenty of other factors 
in its favor. He has let it take too 
|long to get started, however, and 
has miscued it otherwise to keep 
it from being the solid western 
_entry it should have been. 
| Champion and Edwards also 
'scripted, supplying some rough, 
tough sequences that will hit the 
mark with the outdoor fan. 
Rugged fistic set-tos between Rod 
|Cameron and his enemies, a 
shocker of a cattle stampede, dy- 
namiting of a dam, wild chases 
and gun fights are sturdy tidbits 
| that’ occasionaly crop out in the 
|eryptically developed’ story of 
feuding cattlemen and settlers. A 
strike against story clarity is 
choppy editing. 
| Cameron and Don Castle depict 
| brothers who are western cattle 
|barons. Their empire is threat- 
,ened when the Government opens 
| grazing lands, which are. sold to 
eager settlers by a pair of shady 
|operators although the water is 
‘controlled by the brothers. The 
crooks spark dissention over 
|water rights, using ambuscades, 
'fist-slinging pluguglies, dynamite 
and stampedes to achieve their 
aims. 

Cameron makes a very satisfac- 
‘tory hero, riding and fighting ex- 

ertly. Castle pleases ags_ his 

appy-go-lucky younger brother 
who falls victim to the crooks. 
Johnny Mack Brown is the sheriff 
| who works quietly to achieve peace 
'dn the valley. Gale Storm handles 
|the femmee lead as a settler’s 
‘daughter. Donald Curtis and John 
| Eldredge head up the heavy work. 
Good charterizations by John Mil- 
jan and Jonathan Hale help out. 

Lesley Selander’s direction has 
its strong action moments and 
‘good sepia lensing by Harry 
| Neumann is a credit. Brog. 


y ~~ 
A Yank Comes Back 
(BRITISH) | 
English Films release of Crown Film 
Unit production. Stars Burgess \Mere- 
dith. ritten and directed by Meredith. 
At Symphony, N. Y., starting April 20, 
"49. Running time, 48 MINS. 





Burgess Meredith tries his hand 
at documentary films with “A 
Yank Comes Back.” At times it 
appears better than just another 
documentary effort but it never 
uite lives up to this promise. 
ompared with several bright and 
‘pointed semi-factual films that 
/came out of England during the 
war, this is highly disappointing. 
Meredith tosses in too many 
| “quaint” touches and is too often 
‘in front of the camera. In his 
i travels, Meredith probes coal min- 
|ing, a piano manufacturing plant, 
'a textile mill and a steel plant. 
He also shows how the average 
citizen is faring. Use of a talkative 
| song background ruins this part of 
the film. Peak of amateur effort 
'is reached when Meredith emotes 
|on Shakespéare Memorial Theatre 
{stage at Stratford. - ; 
| His point is that England is still 





/alive and getting along okay 
despite all difficulties. While this 
may be true, this production 
_ hardy proves it. Wear. 





? 


Reidsville, N. C., Drive-In 
Reidsville, N. C. 
Latest venture of Reidsville 
Amus. Ce. operators of three film 
houses here, is a drive-in called the 
Midway. Located midway between 


It has 


Reidsville and Leaksville. 
| The Midway just opened. 
350-car capacity. 
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- Clips from Film Row 
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\ing stiff percentage terms for his 
‘forthcoming “Dan 


NEW YORK 


Total of $65,000 in cash rizes 
will be divided by Universal atur- 
day (30) among the company s divi- 
sional sales chiefs, exchange man- 
agers and salesmen. Coin will go 
to announced winners of U’s 26- 
week sales drive which ends on 
that date. 

Lige Brien has been upped to 
the post of Eagle Lion exploitation 
manager. He succeeds Leon Brandt 
who stepped up to ass’t ad-pub di- 
rector in place of Jerry Pickman. 
Latter switched to exhib relations 
job at Paramount. — Brien had 
served as ass’t exploitation man- 
ager since the inception of the 
company. oe. 

Leon Brandt, Eagle Lion's ex- 
ploitation manager, promoted to 
assistant ad-pub director under 
EL’s veepee, Max E. Youngstein. 
Brandt plugs vacancy caused by 
resignation of Jerry Pickman who 
moved over to Paramount Monday 


(25) to handle exhibitor relations | 


for that company. Brandt came 
to EL in 1946 as midwestern ex- 
ploitation rep and has been dept. 
topper since October, 1948. — 
George Glass, partner in_and 
pub-ad chief of Screen Plays 
Corp., planed back to the Coast 
from New York over the weekend 


for a brief stay to set up a staff | 


to handle preem of “Home of the 
Brave” in Los Angeles. Pic fol- 
lows unit’s “Champion” into the 
four Music Halls, probably some 
time next month.. Glass is return- 
ing east this week to continue 
fiacking the “Brave” preem at the 
Victoria on Broadway on May 12. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Many local neighborhood houses 
playing a foreign film, “Paisan, 
for first time. 

W. R. Frank, rated one of ter- 
ritovy’s most vigorous percentage 
foes for his circuit, now demand- 





tor plaintiffs received continuance 
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A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR - CAST OF THOUSANDS 


with JOSE FERRER « FRANCIS L SULLIVAN +) CARROL NAISH - WARD BOND 
SWEPPERD SIRUDWICK « HURO HATFIELD - GENE LOCKHART - JOHN EMERY 
GEORGE COULOURIS + JOHN IRELAND and CECH KELLAWAY 
based upon the stage play ‘joan of Lorrame by MAXWELL ANDERSON 
seroen play by MAXWELL ANDERSON ond ANDEEW SOIT + ort dwecthon by 
PICHARD OAY + director of phy JOSEPH VALENTINE, A SC 


photog 
Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


25th WEEK! hs Aid be 


JEANNE MADELEINE GEORGE RICHARD 
CRAIN CARROLL SANDERS GREENE 


“THE FAN” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
On Variety Stage — GINNY SIMMS, Others 
On lee Stage—‘‘The MERRY WIDOW” 
with JOAN HYLDOFT - ARNOLD SHODA 
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Color by Technicolor 
A Paramount Picture 
THE GREAT EASTER STAGE SHOW 
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i.” .. 
For seventh time major distribu- 


to May 9 for hearing of motion in 
suit against Volk Brothers, local 
circuit owners, for allegedly false 
returns on percentage pictures. 

As more local indie nabes and 
suburban houses taking advantage 
of consent decree, demand 28-day 
availability, it becomes increasing- 
ly clear in the trade that the in- 
dependents are jockeying them- | 
selves into a position where they’ll 
have to bid competitively for films 
and will be faced by skyrocketing 
rentals. 

Ted Mann, prominent inde- 
pendent circuit man, is disposing 
of many of regular theatre hold- 
ings to expand his drive-in activi- | 
ties. He has just sold his Arcade 
to Art Stevens, St. Paul exhibitor. | 
Stevens recently bought another | 
St. Paul house, the Bluebird, from | 
Mann. | 

Minneapolis film area wound up | 





third nationally in American} 
Brotherhood Week collections, 
raising $3,019. 


Charlie Jackson, Warner Broth- 
ers salesman, celebrating thirtieth | 
anni in film business. 


BUFFALO | 


Joseph B. Clements, former | 
manager of Riviera, St. Paul, | 
Minn., named manager of Para-| 
mount’s firstrun Great Lakes here, | 
replacing George Mason. Mason} 
was with Shea organization 30) 
vears before recent split-up of cir- 
cuit between Paramount = and 


15 years. 
Par nabe Kenmore. 

Area repercussions of split-up 
in local Shea chain between Para- 
mount and Loew’s are showing in 
increased competition at 
firstrun situations. Paramount, un- 


der District Manager James H.| while the Government had charged | 
Eshelman, revealed plans for im-| 


proving firstrun Great Lakes and 
Hipp at a cost of about $500,000. 
_Both houses will use stage bills 
| starting this summer. Loew-owned 
| Buffalo house will follow suit. 
| Paramount is building new execu- 
| tive offices and is making person- 
| nel changes. 


| KANSAS CITY 


Walter H. Patterson, projection- 
ist at Loew’s Midland since opened, 


has retired under the Loew Retire- | 


ment Plan. 

Leo Davis, regular manager of 
Linwood, Fox-Midwest subsequent- 
run, is handling the Carver and 
Lincoln in absence of manager 
| Sam Nastor, out ill. 
| Myron Talman is new manager 
of Roxy, Durwood circuit’s first- 
‘run. Tatman, who was assistant at 
| Paramount, replaces Earl Brown, 
who is seriously ill. 

Metro began its new plan of 
wooing exhibs with luncheons and 
screenings in the Kansas territory 
last week. Bernie Evens, ex- 
| ploiteer, set up a luncheon for 50 
| exhibs and wives at Jayhawk hotel 
and a screening in Topeka. This 
was followed by a setup in Wichita. 
Topeka program had Mayor Frank 
Warren and ex-Senator Arthur 
Capper as special guests. 


CHARLOTTE 


About 100 theatremen of the 
Carolinas Assn. meeting in Colum- 
| bia, heard Gov. Thurmond declare 
that films are the poor man’s 
principal source of entertainment 
and then voted opposition to pro- 


' | posed 10% ticket tax to substitute 


for present seat tax. Bob Bryant 
of Rock Hill, who presided, said 
thaf any propcesal forcing an in- 
crease in admission would be 
fought. He cited that any addi- 
tional admission tax, by state or 
municipality, would boost admis- 
— which the public can not af- 
ord. 





| Joe Bishop of Kay Films, Char- | 


|lotte, announces that Bob McCture 
will be salesman in eastern North 
Carolina. 

Dave Williams, Charlotte sales- 
man for Eagle Lion, to be trans- 
ferred to Atlanta. 


| ALBANY 


'ers hospital, 


Francis DeZengremel, of Water- 
town, a World War vet. New. man-~- 
ager was division boss of confec- 
tionery dept. for Schine. Will op- 
erate Emipre independently. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Jay Emanuel and Frank Mc- | 
Namee joining with Si Fabian to) 
build drive-in near Reading. 

William Goldman’s second Er- 
langer suit for $4,800,000 against 
10 major producing and distribut- 


\ing companies, scheduled for May 
'9, has been postponed until fall. 





The suit, originally set to be 
brought up in March, was set back | 
then because of illness of Federal 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick. 
Sam Lefko, RKO salesman, sent 
back in wheelchair from Will Rog- 
Saranac 
treatment at Rush hospital here. 











Partial Divorce 


Continued from page 5 
three companies was deemed un- 
satisfactory. 








Court expressed no reaction to, 


Wright’s proposal. The D of J 
spokesman then added that the 
Government would be “happy” to 
submit a specific plan for any of 


‘the three companies at any time. 


To meet the Government on- 
slaught, 20th, for its part, pro- 


posed its own partial-divorcement | 


scheme. 
ney, declared that only 16 towns 


/in the 25,000-100,000 bracket where | 


National Theatres operates are 
now closed situations. Company 
would voluntarily sell one or more 
houses in each of these towns to 
create open, competitive condi- 
tions. 


Caskey, as well as former Secre- | 


Loew’s, and manager of the Lakes | tary of State James F. Byrnes, his | 
He becomes manager of | associate; John W. Davis, Metro’s 


rep, and.Judge Joseph M. Pros- 
| kauer, Warner spokesman, were at 
pains to demonstrate that the ex- 
‘hibition setup had completely 
opinion. Byrnes declared that 
'that the majors controlled the 
| first-run conditions in 70% of the 
|92 leading cities, gradual shifts, 
|including the Paramount - RKO 
| splitups, have rendered those facts 
obsolete. Only in one large city 
|in the entire country, Bridgeport, 
|Conn., do the majors control first- 
iruns sans indie competition, 
| Byrnés said. 

The shift in conditions was at 
ithe gist 


| 
had made no effort to do so. 


requiring 
picture-by-picture deals with the 
addition of a new arbitration sys- 
tem would render divorcement un- 
necessary. 

| Presiding Judge Augustus N. 
|Hand lashed at the Government 
when Wright objected to partial 
divorcement “at this late date.” 
The Government, he retorted, has 
been equally lacking in responsi- 
bility in failing to offer some plan. 
“Apparently, all it does is keep 
yelling for complete divorcement,” 
Judge Hand added. He gave small 
comfort, however, to 20th. 
| company, he said, would appear to 





fendants from 
nopoly. 

The defendants, Wright said, 
were not prepared to give the 
court assurance that partial di- 
vorcement would actually result in 
competitive conditions required by 
the Supreme Court decision. “That 
|is why we do not come forward 
| with a concrete proposal for par- 
| tial divorcement,” Wright said. So 
|long as the defendants held any 
| theatres it would not matter if they 
sold some key houses because 
they could always create new keys 
| by assuring these theatres of com- 
| plete product. 

Paramount-RKO decrees are of 
|no effect on the defense of the 


charges of mo- 





| other three companies, all major | 


/company attorneys argued. De- 
_ fendants went to considerable 
|trouble to introduce Par’s proxy 
statement and letters to stockhold- 
ers by prexy Barney Balaban to 
| prove that Par was forced into the 





Albany TOA has alerted exhibi-| step because of its vast partner- 
tors to be on the watch for intro-| ship ties. 


duction of local ordinances levy- | 


ing an admission tax. It states that | 
state officials have been suggest- | 
ing admission taxes. Impost not ex- | 


_ ceeding 5% was authorized by the 


legislature in 1947 for counties and | 
cities of 100,000 population and. 
was amended to cover cities of | 
25 600 in 1948. 


Louis ‘Schwartz &) Frohlich, at- 


Lake, for | 


John Caskey, 20th attor-| 


of defense arguments. | 
|New evidence should be taken, it | 
was argued, under the Supreme 
| Court ruling and the Government | 


Proskauer asserted that provisions | 
theatre-by-theatre and) 


That | 


be “least immune” of all the de-| 





Picture Grosses 
INDIANAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 13) 


(reissues), not bad $9,000 at 44-65c 
scale. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par) and 
“Ladies of Chorus’ (Col). Nice 
$14,500. Last week, “Walked by 
Night” (EL) and “Adventures Gal- 
lant Bess” (EL), mild $10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 





| “Little Women” (M-G) and “Man-| 
hattan Angel” (Col) (2d wk). Strong | 
$7,000 in 4 days on top of sizzling | 


$17,800 in first. 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 


“Jungle Jim” (Col) and ‘Untamed | 


Breed” (Col). Average $6,000. Last 
week, “Bad Men of Tombstone” 
(Mono) and “Incident” (Mono), 
$5,000. 


“TULSA’ DULL $15,000, 
PACES MILDISH PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 
Biz is not so hot here this week, 
|with plethora of holdovers slow- 
| ing down boxoffice pace. Sole new 
film, ‘‘Tulsa,” looks fairish at Stan- 
‘ley. Best thing in town is ‘‘Belve- 





| dere Goes to College,” which is 
| still strong in second Harris week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Tulsa” (EL). Very mild $15,v00. 


Last week, “Dream Is Yours” (WB), | 


$14,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Belvedere Goes College’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding well at $13,000 
after solid $17,500 opener. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
| —‘‘Little Women” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Looks big $13,500 after sock $20,- 
| 000 last month. 
(Shea) 





Fulton (1,700; 45-80)— 


| “Mother Is Freshman” (20th) (2d) 


local | changed since the Supreme Court | ae mao $5,500. Fing | 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Dream Is Yours” (WB) (m.o.). 
Fairly good $6,000. Last week, 
i “Set-Up” (RKO), sturdy $13,000. 


ie Lifts ‘Cover Up’ 


To Great $25,000, Buff. 


Buffalo, April 26. 





| Louis Prima band is boosting | 


“Cover Up” to sock session this 


solid at the Hipp. Otherwise the 
city is mainly in holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 


orch onstage. 
week, “The Bribe” (M-G) and “This | 
Is New York” (UA), $17,500. 


wk). Off to $12,000 after great $24,- 
500 opener. 

Hipp (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—‘“Bad | 
Boy” (Mono) and “Joe Palooka Big | 
Fight” (Mono). Solid $8,000. Last. 
week, “Bad Men of Tombstone” 
(Mono) and “Strike It 
(Mono), $7,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Family Honeymoon” (U) and/§ 
“Amazing Mr. X” (EL). Down to) 
mall $7,000 after big $17,500 first | 
week. | 


Rich” | 





| “Smuggler’s Cove” (Mono). 
/$12,000. Last week, 
Magic Fountain” (RKO), $13,000. | 


Okay 





(Continued from page 13) 
Big $13,000 or over. Last week, 
“Tulsa” (EL), $12,300. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 


“Knock on Door’ (Col) and 
“Jungle Jim” (Col). Fancy $8,500. 
Last week, “Castle on Hudson” 


(WB) and “Sgt. York” (WB) (re- 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
“Little Women” (M-G) (2nd wk) 
and “Dudes Are Pretty” (Indie). 
Solid $5,000. First week, “Women” 
solo, terrific $9,000. 








Sinclair ‘Budd’ Novels In 
Europe Prod. by Lesser 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Sol Lesser is latest producer to 
sked European production, follow- 


torney for Columbia; Edward C.|ing purchase of rights to nine 
Raftery, of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raf-| “Lanny Budd” novels by Upton 


tery & Lawler, 


tion claiming their 
could not afford it. 


repping United | Sinclair. 
Artists, and Si Landau, Universal’s | end of year on location in Paris, 
attorney, all turned down arbitra-| London, Versailles, Munich, Stock- | 

companies holm, The Hague and N. Y. 
Raftery said © 


First one rolls toward 


Lesser will do one annually and 


After being closed for several | that UA had lost money in its op- deal includes a 10th novel which 
months, the. Empire, Glens Falls, erations last year and that condi-, Sinclair is now writing about the 


one of the oldest 
northern New York, reopened by | 


year.” 


playhouses in tions “were not much better this same character, a war correspond- 
| ent. 


week at the Buffalo. ‘Bad Boy” is | 


London Variety 
Club Nearly Set 


London. 

British show biz leaders have 
pitched their tent for the forma- 
tion of the Variety Club of London, 
charter and constitution having 
been submitted for the Interna. 
tional Convention in San Francisco 
to confirm next month. Induction 
of the London org will follow in 
June or July when international 
execs will come here for the oc- 
casion. 

First London tent will follow 
the Variety Club tradition and wil] 
organize mainly on behalf of un- 
der-privileged children. First char- 
ity performance will be held this 
| summer either at the Palladium or 
| Coliseum. 
| Chief barker in the new setup 
|is Robert S. Wolff. C. J. Latta is 
first assistant and Sam Eckman, 
Jr., is second assistant barker. Lou 
Wilson is property master and 
, William J. Kupper is doughguy. 
Six canvasmen are Charles L. 
Tucker, James E. Perkins, Arthur 
S. Abeles, Jr.; Ben Goetz, David 
Coplan and Jos. Friedman. 

Among the charter members are 
Fayette W. Allport, Lee Ephraim, 
Ben Lyon, Lyman Munson, Val 
Parnell and Larry R. Kent. 








Philly Tent Starts Camp 

Philadelphia. 
_ Variety Club here turned over 
to the camp directors an_ initial 
$50,000 to begin work on its Mont- 
gomery County camp for under- 
privileged and handicapped chil- 
dren. Camp is expected to be in 
operation this summer. 


20th Cooling 


Continued from page 5 =——— 














up the formula. Projected meets 
with exhibs in other exchange cen- 
, tres have been temporarily called 
| off because of the heavy expense 
|involved in holding them, accord- 
|ing to the company. As one 
20th homeoffice spokesman said, 
“Why shculd we spend more 
money when we already know all 
we have to know?” 

Exhibs, on the other hand, think 
20th may want to let the entire 
situation cool off. They believe 
the distrib company has taken 
heed of the many blasts unleashed 
against the plan by indie exhib 
organizations throughout the coun- 


“Cover Up” (UA) and Louis Prima | try. In addition, they point out, the 
Sock $25,000. Last! fact that other distri companies 


have not followed in 20th’s path 


; _ by seeking a similar rentals boost 
_SSeanecticat Yankee’ att dea | Might have had. something. to. do 


with 20th’s alleged revised opinion 
on the subject. 

Spokesmen for 20th insist, how- 
ever, that the idea will go through 
as scheduled. Following their re- 


| turn to the homeoffice, Lichtman, 


Smith and Einfeld went into con- 


_fabs immediately with 20th prexy 


Spyros P. Skouras to set up the 
plan. According to 20th, some for- 
mula will be forthcoming this 
week if it’s found that enough in- 


|formation has been obtained. If 
Century (20th Cent) (3,000: 40- | ‘eo ons ” 
70)—‘‘Woman’s Secret” (RKO) and | not, they say, 20th’s “Big Three 


will hit the road again, to con- 


“Tarzan’s | tinue their series of meetings with 


exhibs and branch personnel in 
other exchange areas. 
One point expected in the final 


OMAHA | plan is the zoning of key cities 


to aid in revising clearances. Sys- 
tem has already been instituted in 
Philadelphia. 
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‘WASHBOARD 





WEEPERS’ GROW UP 





Radox Ties Up With Chi Finance To 
Eliminate Backing by Subscribers 


Sindlinger & Co., which controls + 
Radox, new radio-television audi- | 
has 


ence measurement device, 
ruled out the possibilty of finan- 
cial backing from any outfit which 
would have a direct interest in its 
findings, 
ad agencies and their clients, etc. 
That, according to prez Albert E. 
Sindlinger, was the main reason 
for his setting up financing ar- 
rangements last week with a group 
of Chicago businessmen. 


Sindlinger said the company has | 
no set capital investment but will | 
its backers as money is!|& 


NBC Warming Up 


ready been spent to perfect Radox | 
it off experimentally in| 


call on 
needed to open up new cities to 
Radox. To date, the Chi syndicate 
has put up $150,000 to launch the 
device, of which $125,000 has al- 


and tee 
Philadelphia, Sindlinger’s 
territory. Of this, $59,000 


home 


device itself and another 


section of Philly homes to deter- 


mine which would be best to’! 


start. 

Board is to include some of the 
Chi financiers, as well as repre- 
sentative toppers from potential 
subscribers to the system, even 


though they have no monetary in-| 


terest. Latter will include Para- 
mount veepee Paul Raibourn, 
representing film companies, as 
well as a top engineer. 


(Continued on page 34) 


Ozzie & Harriet 





Stall New Pact 


‘being mulled by NBC is running 
|the quizzer for a full hour, 
| 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., 


_half-l Ss. 
Silver, because the stars are de- | ga Hergy Bo: Sesenigivag as 


Ozzie and Harriet Nelson are re- 
fusing to re-sign with International 


manding a longterm contract and 
the sponsor is standing firm for a 
single-year pact, claiming 
sales conditions are uncertain. In- 


years terminates June 26. 


Bankroller is surrendering the 
6:30 p.m. Sunday time period on 
CBS and no future plans for radio 
are set. It’s reported that while 
the O & H show was popular, it 
was not doing as good a selling 
job for International as the silver- 
ware manufacturer expected. When 
the stanza switched from NBC to 
CBS, the show suffered rating- 
wise, despite the fact that the Nel- 
sons are now spotted just ahead of 


the high-rated Jack Benny pro-| 


gram. 

Nelson, meanwhile, is reported 
refusing to sign with any new spon- 
sor until his contract with the Wil- 
liam Morris office runs out May 31. 


Point is made that if Nelson gar- | 
ners a new bankroller as his own | 
agent he saves agent's commission. | 


Young & Rubicam is agency for 
International Silver. 





‘Court’ Vice ‘Question’ On | 


CBS Due to Chi Switch 
In the first switch in CBS-TV 
programming occasioned by the 
web's switch in Chicago affiliates 
from WGN-TV to WBKB, 


In Session” replaces “Cross Ques- 
tion” in the Tuesday 8 to 9 slot 
starting next week (3). 


“Question” had been piped an 
as 


by the web from WGN-TV 
Whether DuMont, now affiliated 


with the Chi Tribune station, will ' 
‘writing and polishing tune before | 


put the show on its network, has 
not been determined. “Court,” 
carrying a format basically similar 
to that of “Question,” is the 


brainchild of Isaac D. Levy, veepee | 


and general counsel of WCAU-TV, 
Philly outlet of CBS from which 
the show originates, 


such as film companies, | 


was | 
spent on experimentation with the | 
$9,000 | 
was consumed in taking a cross- | 


Chi back- | 
ers include Henry P. Isham, prez | 
of Clearing Industrial District and | 


that | 
| al 


| precedes 
ternational’s previous deal for five | 


the | 
Philadelphia-originated “Court Is: 
‘and platter of tune is presented 


| writer. | ter, more realistic product. 





Radox to Sue 

Sindlinger & Co. is to be as- 
signed final patents on its 
Radox device this week and 
plans immediately to institute 
litigation against other audi- 
ence measurement outfits for 
alleged patent infringements. 

Radox is attached to radio 
or television sets in sample 
homes and_ records’ auto- 
matically all dial activity, 
transmitting the information 


| 


instantaneously to a central 
office via leased _ teletype 
wires. 








Jackpot Battle 
With Star Angle 





‘CAPERS MATURE Godfrey Takes Poke at Paley as He 
UNDER RESEARCH Lets Hair & Language Down in Detroit 


By BERT BRILLER 


Soap operas are becoming more 
sophisticated, with the term “‘wash- 


board weepers” changing its mean- 
ing, according to agency and net- 
work toppers specializing in day- 


time radio. Many reasons are cited | 
trend | 


as contributing to the 


towards greater realism in the 


serials, but the key, it’s said, is 
growing importance of audience 
| research. 


Probing interviewsaudience re- 
action sessions and questionnaires 
are destroying the old theory that | 
“‘women like to hear other women 
suffer.” On the contrary, intro- 
duction of humorous sequences 
into the soapers draws favorable 
responses and the strips are using 
more lighter touches. CBS’ “Aunt 
Jenny,” for instance, has had sev- 


| eral segments of adult farce. 


For the past two years, Benton 
& Bowles has been conducting con- 
tinuous studies of its soaper stable, 
under the direction of New York | 
Univ. Prof. Victor Ayles. Data} 


| gathered reveals that listeners’ in- 


The Battle of the Jackpots is 


| taking shape as NBC’s plans for a 


giant giveaway are being pieced 
together. The new bonanza stanza 
will be a Lou Cowan production, 
originating in Hollywood and us- 
ing film stars. The celebs will read 
lines from their old pix and par- 
ticipants will have to guess their 
identity and title of the film. To 
give the show a warm, party feel- 
ing, it may be broadcast from a pic 
star’s home. 

The giveaway, which will prob- 
ably be inserted in the 7 p.m. Sun- 
day slot after NBC gets returns 
from its affiliates on the question, 
will have a jackpot of around 
$35,000. If the show is moved to 
the Sunday time, the “‘Richard Dia- 


mond” whodunit, headlining Dick | 
Powell, will be. shifted to another 
time. Another’ strategic move 


from 
thus stealing a 


Fact that Cowan is behind the | 


/new giveaway and that it may be. 
| aired on Sunday evening, places 


the package producer in an unusu- 
position. His NBC giveaway | 
his “Stop the Music” 
from 8 to 9 p.m. on ABC. Cowan 
is leaving for the Coast today 
(Wed.) to work on the new give- 
away program. 

CBS says it is prepared to do 
battle with NBC. Present plans | 


call for Lucky Strike replacing 
Jack Benny over the summer. 
with a musical show, probably 
“All - Time Hit Parade.” But 


if the senior web skeds a bonanza 


program opposite the Benny slot, 
CBS will counter with a_ give- 
away of its own. Net = may 
switch its “Sing It Again,” which 


has a $50,000 coin and merchandise 
jackpot, to the Benny spot, or, 
build a new and bigger-budgeted 
quiz. 


Hub Disk Jock Snowed 
Under by Songwriter 





Tyros in New Air Stint 


Boston, April 26. 

Ranny Weeks, WCOP disk jock, 
has added a new stunt to his 
daily platter show, offering to play | 
on the piano original songs written 
and sent in by listeners. Outstand- 
ing song of week is given a repeat | 
performance on his Friday show 


Response by tyro songwriters | 
been slightly terrif and has 
Weeks, an accom-| 
who aids in re-| 


snowed under 
plished pianist, 


hitting the air. 

Top song picked by judges in-' 
cluding Arthur Fiedler, famed, 
Pops orch maestro, and Larry, 
Green w.k. bandleader, will 


| some of the most talented scripters 


'“Guiding Light,” 


‘with filmmakers, 
-and magazine editors, producers of 


be | 
published by BMI at close of con-| 
‘test, May 30. | 


terest perks when evil is included 
in the scripts, instead of the old | 
emphasis on do-gooders. Plotting 
conflict of good vs. evil builds 
ratings, at the same time bringing | 
greater realism. Villains are made 
more understandable, with reasons | 
given for their erring ways. 
Greater stress is being placed on | 


psychological factors since the suc- | 
cess of the Ingrid Bergman film, | 
| “Spellbound.” 
stanza titled 


A new WOR, N. Y., 
“Secret Lives’ deals 
with typical emotional problems. 
Procter & Gamble’s “Guiding 
Light” covers social problems, 
such as that of adopting children, 
and some stories have dealt with 
facts of psycho-somatic medicine. 

Dramatic Appeal Still In 

Compton agency’s “Big Sister” 
includes scenes of doctors chatting 
with patients, touching on Freud’s 
theories and new Russian medical 
discoveries. Feeling is that while 


/some hausfraus won’t understand | 
it’s good to ex-| 
pose them to the mature talk. At) 
the same time that the soapers are | 
| growing up, they are nevertheless 


all the discussion, 


not losing their dramatic appeal. 


Under the influence of the re-| 
searchers, long intros and teasers 
have been nixed. Slow motion 
plots, which had been used on the 
assumption that the femmes, 
wouldn’t lose the story line if they 
missed a broadcast or two, have 
given way to faster action. The | 


/new speeded-up tales are paying | 


off rating-wise, it’s pointed out, be- | 
cause listeners feel they can’t af- | 
ford to skip an episode. The overall | 
rating picture of the daytime | 
serials has been growing, accord- | 
ing to Leslie Harris, who moved 
over from Benton & Bowles to the 
NBC program department Monday 
(25). 

Writers of the soapers include. 
in the field. Erna Phillips, of 
has a master’s 
degree in psychology. Julian Funt 
(“Big Sister’’), 


of psychology. 
“Against the Storm,” which started 
on Mutual Monday (25) after a six- 
year layoff, has earned her a Pea- 
body award (1941). 

Researchers also stress the fact 
that soaper-listening is not con- 

ned to any economic level and 


'that the scripting must recognize 


the audience’s intelligence. Along 
book publishers 


soap operas are turning out a bet- 





ae 


Y&R ‘Off Limits’ 

Biltmore Hotel, N. Y., men’s 
bar reportedly has been de- 
clared “off limits” for execu- 
tives of Young & Rubicam. 

Agency toppers found agen- 
ey secrets being picked up by 
outsiders eavesdropping on 
Y&R shoptalk, 





Addy Richton and} 
| Lynn Stone (‘Hilltop House”), and 
many others are careful students | 
Sandra Michael’s | 





Facts of Life 


Use of research techniques 
to build audience ratings is 
demonstrated by “Portia Faces 
Life.”’ Last year, when Portia 
became pregnant, the strip’s 
rating suddenly took a nose- 
dive. Benton & Bowles called 
on its psychological consultant, 
who came up with the answer 
that American women don’t 
like to listen to radio heroines 
in a family way, because of 
their own fears and discom- 
forts during pregnancy. 

Scripters were called upon 


and wrote in a miscarriage. 
Show's Hooper thereupon 
zoomed. 








ABC Pacts Olsen 
In New Hour-Long 
Participationer 


Johnny Olsen has been signed 
by ABC for a new hour-long audi- 
ence participation show to start 
Saturday (30) 
slot. Titled “Johnny Olsen’s Get- 
Together,” stanza will use guests 
from three to 100 years old. In 


to Chi for his new ABC-TV com- 
| mercial on Friday nights beginning 


in June, program will be tran- 
scribed in New York Thursday 
evenings. 


Building Saturday mornings as a 
strip appealing to adults, ABC 
will follow “Get-Together”’ with 
“Modern Romances,” which is be- 
ing extended from five to six times 
weekly. 

Saturday evenings will be main- 
tained as an 
harvest, 
Wilson, program veepee. Included | 
will be “Quiet Please,” moving | 
over from Sundays, “Pat Novak for 
Hire” and ‘Famous Jury Trials.” 
Web is mulling reprise of its— 
“Dark Venture” program, and is 


| sell a 


Detroit, 
Godfrey 


April 


Arthur had more Tike 


| 1,000 of Detroit's top advertising 
| and auto executives gasping—both 
| from his sharp-pointed barbs and 


his banter—at a meeting of the 
Adcraft Club Friday (22) But 
they liked his boldness—liberally 


sprinkled with cuss words for the 
all-male audience—and gave him 


'a standing ovation. 


Godfrey said he would like to 
see the auto and radio industries 
get along better together. One 
way this could be accomplished, 
he suggested, was for auto firms to 
build autos and let radio experts 
build their shows for them. He 
admitted that “radio is guilty of 
one big mistake, guilty of it over 
and over again. In their rush to 
big client who will spend 


thousands of dollars in advertising, 


|; summer to hunt bear, 


in the 10-11 am. | 


order to allow Olsen to commute | 


they lose the sincerity which you 
must have to make people believe 
in your product. 

“Tell the truth about your prod- 
uct and you can’t help selling it.” 

Godfrey said he was going to 
take a two-month vacation this 
“T’ve always 
wanted to hunt bears,” he ex- 
plained, ‘and maybe it’s because 
they look like vice-presidents.” 

He took a lusty poke at William 
S. Paley, CBS board chairman, by 
saying: “The best way to get ahead 
in radio is to let it be known—a 
year or so before your contract 
runs out—that you're going to 
switch to NBC. 

“IT started the rumor—my con- 
tract has two years to go—and 


| ever since have had lunch every 


two weeks with Paley. I worked 
for that (censored: Ed.) 14 years 
| before that and never even saw 


adventure-mystery | 
according to J. Donald | 


shopping for an adventure package | | 


for the 7:30 spot. The one spon- 
sored show in the lineup, Chese- 
brough’s “Little Herman,” is being 
shifted to Tuesdays at 8 p.m., fol- 
lowing “Counter-Spy.” 


‘Vallee Sets Deal For 
Radio, Video Rights 
To Dick Tracy Strip 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Rudy Valee has inked a con-| 
tract with Richard Clark, Chicago | 








| 


Tribune-N. Y. News Syndicate top- | 


|per, for the radio and television 
rights to the Dick Tracy 


comic | 
strip, and _ is 
Chester Gould, who cartoons the! 
strip, controls only motion picture 
and novelty rights. 


, cast 
once-weekly tele show. AM pro- 
gram will present a complete 
episode each week. Vid-film will 
follow serial form. Radio show will 
be scripted as a polished mystery 
to catch adult listeners. David 
Friedkin and Maurey Fine will 
write AM shows and Ron David- 
son will handle TV _ scripting. 
Davidson wrote originals for the 
Republic studio’s Tracy 
Ralph Byrd, 

|role for Republic, will play 

| detective for both media. 


| 
| Negotiations here for the NBC} 


| 


|deal have been carrried on be-| 


itween Sidney N. Strotz of NBC, 


‘and Joe Parker, who will direct 
‘the tele series for Vallee. Vallee 
will produce. Strotz is now in N. Y. 
with a shooting TV script. Final 
word is expected within the next 
three weeks. Vallee has the radio 
and video rights to Tracy for four 
| years with an option. 


Present plans call for a 30-min- | 
ute, once-weekly standard broad- | 
program ‘and a _ 15-minute, 


series. | 
who handled the cop! 
the | 


him.” 


Kaye Cutting 
Chrysler Disks 


Sammy Kaye’s orchestra began 
Monday (25) cutting transcriptions 
‘for his 15-minute, three-times- 
| weekly musical shows for Chrysler, 
| Which so far have been set on 260 
stations for a May 9 start. Kaye 
will transcribe the full 26 weeks 
of programs covered by his cur- 
rent contract, a total of 78 disks. 
He expected to make enough plat- 
ters for three weeks from Mon- 
day until today (Wed.). They will 
all have a studio audience. 

Kaye's programs are being bank- 
rolled by Chrysler, but the auto 
manufacturer’s distributors in vari- 
ous cities will buy the time and 
pay for it themselves in iocal 

areas. The 260 outlets now set to 





| carry the show are made up mostly 


| of ABC net affiliates, but stations 
will be used which are not mem- 
bers of the chain. ABC’s New York 
flagship, WJZ, will use the shows 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday at 6:45 


| negotiating with | pm. 
‘NBC for a combination package. | 





Berle to Continue on AM 
Next Fall; Stanza Shifts 


Milton Berle, who was reported 
dropping his ABC radio show in 
favor of his TV activities, will con- 
tinue with AM next fall. Come 
September, however, the AM 
stanza will shift from Wednesday 
to Friday evenings. 

As a summer replacement for 
the comic, ABC is mulling the idea 
of keeping on the show without 
Berle. Cast would include Pert 
Kelton, Arnold Stang and Charles 
Irving. 





Godfrey Stet 


Arthur Godfrey this week was 
set for another full year on his 
early morning CBS broadcast, as 
Chesterfield renewed his option 
for the second half of the program 
(from 11 to 11:30 across-the-board) 
through May, 1950. 

National Biscuit and Gold Seal 
bankroll the first half-hour of the 


i show. 
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Rating War Extends to Projectables; 
Nielsen Hits Out Again at Hooper 


A. C. Nielsen’s first “project- + 
Hersholt’s Chi 1st 


able” ratings for the entire U. S. 
(showing circulation in the number 
Chicago, April 26. 
Jean Hersholt will air his “Dr. 


of homes as against percentage 
Christian” via CBS from the Chi 


figures), are receiving close study 
Palmer House Wednesday (28) as a 


because of their disparity with | 
C. E. Hooper's ratings. The battle 

feature of the Better Business 
Bureau convention. 


of the surveys, which have been 
Program will mark 





consistently inconsistent, has been 
projected into the “projectables. 
The Nielsen national report, cov- 





a first-time 


ering the week of March 6-12. origination outside of Hollywood! 
gives CBS 12, ABC five and NBC and New Lease am | 
three programs in the Top 20. Ss sabe 

The Hooper report, based on the | 
winter peak (Jan. 15-Feb. 14), Atlass Vamping 
gives NBC 10, CBS eight and ABC ‘ | 


Nielsen shows 


two of the Top 20. . ; 
Lux Theatre finishing ahead 0o 
Jack Benny, while Hooper's —-~ ue 0 
“ ib- 
| 


show the positions reversed. 


ber McGee and Molly,” third on ee v 
the Fooper chart, is sixth in| Chicago, April 26. 
Nielsen's. While Bob Hope is No., Ralph Atlass, owner of WIND, 


4 in Hooper's data, he is No. 11 in| announced last week that the sta- 
the Nielsen survey. ; tion had resigned from the Nation- 
In another striking difference, 4) accn of Broadcasters. He in- 


“Duffy's Tavern” is No. 7 in”, , . 
sen report, but doesn’t land dicated that his other radio prop- | 
erty, WLOL, Minneapolis, un- | 


in Nielsen’s Top 20. \ 
The Nielsen findings are being doubtedly also will pull out of the 


touted at CBS, which takes first 
three places in the evening once- 
a-week category and first two 
places in the weekday ratings. 

In the evening multi-weekly 
group, ABC cops first place with 


“Lone Ranger” (15.5%: 5.832.000 
homes) and third place’ with 
“Counter-Svov” (14.0%: 5.267.000 
homes). CBS’ “Beulah Show’”’ is 


second (14.4%: 5.418,000 homes). 
Nielsen’s Coverage 


Nielsen claims that his ratings 
are now projectable to all U. S. 
radio homes because of the expan- 
sion of his sample from 637% cov- 
erage of homes to 97%. Basis of 
the system is an automatic elec- 
tronic device which records listen- 
ing patterns of set-owners in a 


cross-section of American homes. | 


Questions and answers in the 
Nielsen pocket report hit out at 
Hooper’s telephone survey method. 
“Audience sizes derived 


(Continued on page 34) 





Race Track Bet Device 
Comes in Handily As 


i 


| 


from | after 16 


NAB. 


Atlass, active in NAB functions | 


until two years ago when he start- 
ed to absent himself from both re- 
gional and national meetings, gave 
as chief reason for his walkout the 
association’s renewed financial stip- 
port of Broadcast Measurement 
Bureau. He contends that “BMB 
is no good for either network af- 


| filiates or indie stations.” 


KTLA, Los Angeles, which At- 
lass is purchasing, is not an NAB 
member. 


WWSW’s ‘Sports Review’ 


Grabs New Sponsor 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 

B-C Headache Co. has dropped 
sponsorship of Joe Tucker’s night- 
ly “Sports Review” on WWSW 
consecutive years, but 
| Tucker won't miss a single un- 
| bankrolled session at the mike. No 
‘sooner had B-C notified station of 
| the cancellation than a local out- 
Commonwealth Heating Co., 

| picked up the program. 
“Sports Review” is a Monday- 
quarter-hour at 





Aude Reaction Meter 7 cusSainrday, auarter-hour at 


A device originally designed to 


tote up race track bets has been. 
converted into an audience reac- 


tion meter and is being used to 
analyze listeners’ preferences. The 
gadget, calied the Pollmaster, was 
invented by James L. Wilson, an 
electrical engineer, and is being 
used by Charles Hull Wolfe, radio 
head of BBD&O. 

The Pollmaster shows individual 
and total responses in three cate- 
gories—favorable, unfavorable and 
neutral. Reaction statistics are im- 
mediately visible and are recorded 
on film, thus doing away with cum- 
bersome charts. The machine, 
which is set and then left alone 
during the listener testing session, 
can take responses af any pre- 
determined interval, which can be 
as brief as one second. Another 
advantage claimed is that groups 


| ing-home gift for Tucker, who had 
been vacationing in Florida, and 
‘left knowing that B-C was drop- 
| ping him without anybody else in 
sight at the time. 





Helen Wood Manager 
| Of Hartford’s WCCC 


| Hartford, April 26. 

The only one of her sex in New 
England and one of five or six in 
the nation, Helen Wood has taken 
over the post of manager of WCCC, 
local daytimer. 
Helen Wood & Colton agency of 
New York, station reps, Miss 
Wood is a longtime radio exec. Her 
last station association was with 
WIBX of Utica. 

She replaces Harry LeBrun as 
, Manager here. WCCC is owned by 
Bill and Max Savitt of Hartford. 


as large as 300 may be tested at 








KLZ Promotion Manager 


JOHN ‘CONNORS 


for 


KLZ keeps selling profitably 
its advertisers because it keeps 
everlastingly selling itself. Three 
national awards have been present- 
ed to KLZ already during 1949 


for its promotion work. 


KLZ, Denver. 








Cheapest Evening 
Fare Is Whodunit, | 


Nielsen Reports 


Mystery dramas are tke most 
economical programs in nighttime 
radio and soap operas lead in the 
daytime category, according to A. 
C. Nielsen’s “Homes Per Dollar” 
survey in his March 6-12 report. 

The average soaper delivers 1,- 
016 homes for every dollar of time 
and. talent costs, Nielsen finds, 


| With the top show among 29 rated 


garnering 1,378 and the lowest 571 
homes. Children’s serials average 


| 657 homes per dollar and quizzers 


| 


and audience participationers aver- 
age 543. 

Seventeen whodunits pick up an 
average of 445 homes per dollar, 
with the highest getting 630 and 
the lowest 301. Next most. eco- 
nomical type among evening shows 
is the quiz-participationer, with 11 
programs averaging 366 homes per 
dollar. Other program types and 
their average homes - per - dollar 
rating are: Comedy drama, 323; 
variety music, 286; general drama, 
282; variety comedy, 271; popular 
music, 266, and concert music, 237. 

In total audience ratings, com- 
edy dramas average 19.7, followed 
by variety comedy with 19.6 and 
mysteries with 19.3. 


Where There’s Smoke, 
There’s Don Ameche 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Don Ameche, recent replacement 
for Alan Young on the Jimmy 
Durante show via NBC, has been 





| tagged the “most smoked-out guy 


A part owner of | 


in radio.” 


Two years ago, Ameche was on, 


the CBS-Old Gold show, along 
with Frank Morgan and Frances 
Langford. Last year, he worked 
for American Tobacco as emcee on 
“Your Lucky Strike,” also aired 
via CBS. Current bankroller, now 


that he’s on the Durante show, is | 


Camel cigarets. 





one time. 





Wilson developed the Pollmaster 
after 15 years in allied fields. He 
has been consultant to many large 
firms, including Webster-Electric, 
Pacific Mills and Socony-Vacuum. 
He also developed fire-control | 
mechanisms for the Air Corps and | 
totalizing equipment for several | 
race tracks. H 

The Pollmaster was tried for the | 
first time in listener reaction tests | 
at WNEW.N. Y., where Wolfe has 


five minutes. 


covered is March 6-12. 
carried in VARIETY last week.) 





| Nielsen’s Ist Natl Report 


A. C. Nielsen's first report on his National Nielsen Ratings shows 
CBS leading with 12 programs in the Top 20 evening shows. 
ratings are based on programs which were listened to for more than 
Homes figure is obtained by multiplying the rating 
by 37,623,000—the 1948 estimate of total U. S. radio homes. Period 
(C. E. Hooper’s 1949 “projectables” were 


The 


: - —_ Homes 
—_— cn ae wal Rosin gig gen Program (in thousands) Ratings Network 
using a machine of his own in- Lux Radio Theatre ............ 11.249 29.9 CBS 
weation Jack SRSA er rere 9.744 25.9 CBS 
‘ | Godfrey's Talent Scouts ........ 9.218 24.5 CBS 
. | Walter Winchell 9.067 24.1 ABC 
Mutual Mulls Musical a a yea 8.879 23.6 CBS 
m x | Fibber McGee & Molly.......... 8.616 22.9 NBC 
Bm... 8. Gaaeerrrresery 8.465 24.5 CBS 
Quiz with Joan Edwards Suspense ip 3048 oA 8,352 22.2 CBS 
Mutual is reported talking with Pen Oe, OY ks oc ioe ade ees 6s 8.089 21.5 CBS 
Joan Edwards about a musical quiz Mr. District Attorney ........... 7,938 21.1 NBC 
program to be aired in a Saturday oR ARS ee 7,938 21.1 NBC 
evening spot. Negotiations are’ Crime Photographer .........., 7,750 20.6 CBS 
under way for a Coast origination| FBI in Peace and War ........... 7.525 20.0 CBS 
sometime in late summer, with the Stop the Musie (4th qtr.)........ 7.374 19.6 ABC 
singer being backed by a 14-piece' Stop the Music (3rd qtr.) ....... 7.336 19.5 ABC 
orch. | Adventures of Sam Spade ...... 7.299 19.4 CBS 
Thrush may be skedded in the This Is Your FBI ya ea ee 6.960 18.5 ABC 
9 p.m. period, a spot she held while; Mystery Theatre ............... 6.923 18.4 CBS 
star of the Lucky Strike Hit Pa- eo 8, S| eee ee 6.885 18.3 CBS 
rade. Immer Sanctum ...0ccccescoseees 6.885 18.3 CBS 


Peabody Awards Accent the Positive 
(TV's Coming of Age) With 2 Prizes 


,% 





Canadian Meet . 


Ottawa, April 26. 

The Canadian Assn. of Broad- 
casters’ annual meeting 
held at the Algonquin hotel, St. 
Andrews-by-the-Sea, New Bruns- 
wick, Monday through Thursday, 
June 13-16. 

No change in the dates of the 
convention has been made, despite 


| rumors. 





29-Station Ga. 
Indie Web Rolls 


Atlanta, April 26. 

With the blessings and good 
wishes of Gov. Herman Talmadge 
to speed it along its way, the 
Georgia Assn. of Local Stations, a 
network of 29 indies blanketing the 
state, has debuted under the direc- 
torship of Tom Carr. 

Carr is also general manager of 
WGLS, Decatur, Ga., originating 
station of new web, which claims 


to be the largest statewide net in 


the nation. 


Georgia stations linked by lines | 
into new net are WDEC, Americus; | 
WGLS, Decatur; | 


WGAU, Athens; 
WBBQ. Augusta; WLBB, Carrol- 
ton: WBHF, Cartersville; WGAA, 
Cedartown; WMJM. Cordele; 
WOMC, Covington; WBLJ, Dalton; 
WDWD, Dawson; WMLT, Dublin; 
WBHB, Fitzgerald; WDUN, Gaines- 
ville; WKEU, Griffin; WIBB, Ma- 
con; WFOM, Marietta; WMVG, 
Milledgeville; WMGA, Moultrie; 
WROM, Rome; WFRP, Savannah; 
WWNS, Statesboro; WSFT, 
Thomaston; WKTG, Thomasville; 
WWGS, Tifton; WLET, Toccoa; 
WRQN, Vidalia; WAYX,. Waycross; 
and WRLD, West Point. 


Paley OK’s ‘B’way’ Show; 
Audition Guests Snubbed 


New CBS hour-long “This Is 
Broadway” stanza is set to bow on 
Wednesday, May 11, from 9:30 to 
10:30 p.m. Panel includes George 





S. Kaufman, Helen Hayes and Abe | 


Burrows, with Clifton Fadiman as 
emcee. 


‘| Audition platter waxed last week 


‘got CBS board chairman William 
S. Paley’s okay and has brought 
several sponsorship nibbles. Ac- 
cording to producer Irving Mans- 
field, 10 disks 


will be | 


are going the. 
rounds and additional dubbings | 


+ Reaction to the 1949 George 


| Foster Peabody awards centers 
;mainly around the fact that tele. 
vision’s coming of age has been 
,emphasized again—this 


time in 
citations te two video shows, ABC. 
TV's “Actors Studio,” and NBC. 
TV’s “Howdy Doody.” Awards 
were announced Thursday (21) at 
the N. Y. Radio Executives Club py 
Dean J. E. Drewry, of the Univ. of 
Georgia, which administers the 
awards with NAB assistance. Cita. 
tions were read by Edward Weeks 
Atlantic Monthly editor. F 
“Actors Studio” was honored for 
“its uninhibited and brilliant 
pioneering in the field of televised 
drama. The program is the first to 
recognize that drama on television 
is neither a stage play nor a movie, 
but a separate and distinct new art 
form.” 

The Peabody award for an out- 
standing children’s program was 
given to “Howdy Doody,” the com- 


—_———=» 


Thick Soup 
Peabody Award Committee 
_ citation to CBS’ Edward R. 
Murrow for outstanding news- 
casting and interpretation had 
one sentence deleted, from the 
original planned kudo. 
Blue-penciled passage read: 
“We salute the Campbell Soup 
Co. for its loyalty to him and 
we wish we did not have to 
add that they precede his pro- 
grams with the soupiest sing- 
ing commercial on the air.” 


> 








mittee declared, because “this be- 
guiling puppet show has devised a 
formula that is frequently educa- 
tional, never frightening or offen- 
sive, and invariably hailed with 
rapture by children themselves.” 

Award for outstanding news re- 
porting and interpretation went to 
CBS’ Edward R. Murrow. “For 
more than a decade,” the citation 
read, “Ed Murrow has been one 
of the most reliable and shining 
lights in the overcast of news 
analysis.” The committee also 
commended stations of the moun- 
tain and plain states for their activ- 
ities during the 1949 blizzard when 
they “rendered - highly important 
/ service to the many isolated com- 
munities.” 

Kudo to Groucho 

| “NBC University Theatre’’ 
copped the award for outstanding 
entertainment in drama for “an 
hour’s dramatization of some of 
our finest novels and short stories.” 
Honor for the best entertaining in 
comedy went to Groucho Marx for 
(Continued on page 34) 





will have to be made to supply | 


agency demands. Program is up 
for sale as a full hour, or 45-min- 
ute or half-hour segments. 

Dean Murphy, Benny Rubin, 
Ruby Hill and Vic Damone took 
part in the audition but will not 


be used on the actual broadcast, | 
comments 


because the _ panel's 
would lose their freshness. 


WQXR Tests Extra-Hours 
Stretch Friday Nights 


WQXR, N. Y. has extended its 
_ time on the air Friday nights from 
1 to 3 a.m. for a program of long- 
_hair music to distant points in the 
U. S. The indie, which has far-off 
| listeners because of increased af- 
ter-dark range, will make the two- 
hour stretch an all-request show. 
Listeners’ reactions will be test- 
ed over a period of several months 
before the extra-hours stanza is 
made a permanent feature: George 
Edwards and Duncan Pirnie will 
announce. 


WSNY’s Ballcast Sales 


Schenectady, April 26. 

General Ice Cream Corp. will 
sponsor the complete home-game 
schedule of the Schenectady Blue 
Jays over WSNY, which has also 
sold out pre-and-post-game_ fea- 
tures. Woodbury Lumber is back- 
ing a 10-minute pre-game stanza, 
“Dugout Dope,” and Webster Motor 
Sales is sponsoring a five-minute 








lineup before the play-by-plays. | 


An appliance dealer has signed for 
a five-1pinute post-game summary. 

Loca 
tribuf®r and insurance office have 
bought spot time around the ball- 
casts. All contracts cover a 66- 
game season. 


laundry, jeweler, tire dis-_ 


AM’s Future Under TY’s 
Impact to Keynote 19th 
Annual Ohio Radio Meet 


Columbus. April 26. 

The future of AM broadcasting 
under the impact of television will 
keynote the 19th annual session of 
the Ohio State Univ. Institute for 
Education by Radio convening in 
Columbus, May 5-8, at the Desh- 
ler-Wallick hotel. According to the 
tentative four-day agenda drawn 
up by the institute’s national ad- 
visory committee, television will 
share top billing with AM radio 
as the potential supplement to the 
traditional teaching tools. 

Four main general sessions at 
the Institute will be devoted to 


discussion of “The Future 0 
Broadcasting.” “What Will Tele- 
vision Do To American Life?”, 


“Can Radio Contribute to World 
Peace?” and “How Educators Can 
Use Radio Effectively.” Special 
work-study groups organized among 
the anticipated 1,000 delegates will 
cover the standard topics of agri- 
_cultural, school, religious _and 
health news at the clinic sessions. 

“Operation Classroom.” recently 
launched project by WCAU. Phil- 
adelphia, giving specially tailored 
TV programs to the public schools, 
will be outlined by Ruth Weir Mil 
ler, station’s educational director. 
Other participants in the sessions 
will include among others Sterling 
Fisher, NBC counselor on public 


affairs and education: Elizabeth 
Marshall, program director © 
WBEX, Chicago; E. Y. Flanigan. 


manager of WSPD-TV, Toledo, and 
I. Keith Tyler, director of the Ur 
' stitute. 
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Peak Year for TV Losses, Sez Paley; 


Explains CBS’ 45%, Net Income Drop 


This is the year of investment ¢+—— 


in the future, the peak year of 


television losses, William-S. Paley, | 


chairman of the board, told CBS 
stockholders last Wednesday (20) 
at a meeting which reported a drop 
-in first quarter net income and 
earnings per share. Explaining 
the dip as resulting from CBS’ in- 
creased television outlay, Paley 
said that video operations would 
soon lose less and then go into the 
black. 

For the three months ending 
April 2, net income was $855,764, 
about 45% less than the same pe- 
riod in 1948, although gross income 
was higher. Despite continuing 
improvement in the AM picture, 
earnings per share dropped from 
90c in the first quarter of ’48 to 
50c in the first quarter of '49 be- 
cause of tele costs and because of 
poor earnings of Columbia Rec- 
ords. Stockholders report stressed 
the point that both TV and record 
player operations would eventu- 
ally contribute to the company’s 
future earnings. 

Quizzed from the floor 
CBS’ $5,000,000 loan from 
dential, Paley answered that 
coin had nothing to do with 


about 
Pru- 
the 
the 


web’s capital gains deals with 
Benny, et al. The cash had been 
reinvested in U. S. bonds, he 
pointed out, so that the 342% in- 


terest due Prudential was  sub- 
stantially cut, while the net had 
the money available in case of 
need. He added that in a future 


emergency, credit might be a great 
deal more difficult to get. 


Supreme Court To 





Hear WORL Case : 


Boston, April 26. 


The U. S. Supreme 
granted the Government a _ hear- 
ing on its efforts to block the re- 
newal of a license to the Hub in- 
die WORL this week. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission long ago refused the | 
station a renewal on the ground 
it had given false information | 


about stock ownership and the sta-| 


tion’s financial status. The U. S. 
court of appeals. in Washington, 
however, reversed the decision. 


The Justice Dept. then asked 


the high court to reverse the find- 
ing of the court of appeals, claim- 
ing it had persisted despite re- 
peated reversals in earlier cases 
in substituting its views for those 
of an administrative agency. 
WORL is operated by the Broad- 
casting Service Organization. 





GE Mulling Vamping 
Off ABC ‘House Party’ 


General Electric is mulling can- 
cellation of its “House Party” 
cross-the-board stanza on ABC. 
The agency, Young & Rubicam, is 
recommending that the bankroller 
continue sponsorship, pointing out 
that the show has high sponsor 
identification and audience ratings. 
April 1-7 Hooper index- gives 
“House Party” a 4.6 rating, with 
its NBC _ opposition, “Pepper 
Young” and “Right to Happiness” 
Setting a 7.2 and a 7.0, respec- 
tively. 

Sustainers on MBS and CBS 
have ratings of 2.0 or less. 


4 ABC Stations Kudosed 


For Public Service 
Alfred P. Sloan, Jr., president of 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, 
presented awards for outstanding 
public service to four ABC stations 
Monday (25) on Henry J. Taylor's 
program. WING, Dayton, and 
WFDF, Flint, received awards on 
the basis of commercial programs, 
and WJTN, Jamestown, for sus- 
taining programs. 





WNAX, Yanktown, S. D., affili-| 


ate, received honorable mention in 
the sustaining program class. 


| bands to replace the 
| gram. Two shows originating from 
| KMOX, 


Court | 





Nisinae of Agony 


John J. Anthony, WMGM, 
N. Y.’s human relations expert, 
has a one-man show of 25 


non-objective paintings at the 


Arthur Brown & Bro. gallery, 
N. Y. Show will run three 
weeks. 


Anthony is also the inventor 
of a disposable paper palette 
used by many artists. 


CBS Drops Third 
House Packag 


CBS this week dropped its third 
house package in the last fort- 
night, as it decided to pull “Yours 
Truly, Johnny Dollar” off the air. 
Coast-originated show, aired Fri- 
day nights from 10:30 to 11 and 
starring Charles Russell, was con- 
sidered too expensive a production 
to leave on at that time, and is now 
expected to return soon as a re- 
placement for one of the spon- 
sored shows taking the summer 
off. 

Also dropped were Red Barber’s 








“Clubhouse” and “Escape,” both 
half-hour packages aired back-to- 
back Saturday mornings. Web 


will carry remotes of various dance 
“Dollar” pro- 


the CBS owned-and-oper- 
ated outlet in St. Louis, will re- 
place the other two. ‘Music for 
| You” takes over in the Barber spot, 
with “Tell It Again” going in for 
Escape.” Another KMOX pro- 
gram, “Design for Listening,” subs 
for “Again” in the 1:30 to 2 p.m. 
| spot Sundays. Replacements for 
““Music”’ has not been set. 





Judge Dismisses Suits 
| Vs. Farnsworth; Sees 


| No Fraud in Stock Deal 


Stockholders’ suit brought by 
Robert Kenny to prevent the pro- 
posed transfer of Farnsworth Tele- 
vision & Radio Corp. to Interna-| 
tional Telephone & Telegraph 
Corp. was dismissed last week in 
/a decision handed down by N-Y. su- 
preme court justice Bernard Botein. 
Another action brought by stock- 
holder Harry Hecht, who sought to 

recover damages caused by the 


| drop in Farnsworth stock, was also | 


dismissed at the same time. 
Judge held that there was “no 
| inkling of fraud, impropriety or 
overreaching upon the part of 
Farnsworth of IT&T” in the ne- 
gotiations of last January and 
February. 
failed to prove that “there was 
any disparity, great or small be- 
tween value and purchase price 
of the Farnsworth business.” 
Charge made by Kenny was that 
IT&T’s offer of one share of its 
stock for 12 of Farnsworth’s did 
not represent Farnsworth’s true 
financial position. “The truth of 
the matter is,” Judge Botein said, 
“that Farnsworth entered the con- 
ference room stripped of its most 
potent trading asset, a competing 
alternative to selling out to IT&T. 
It may be the IT&T representatives 
were aware of this situation and 
drove a hard bargain. Business- 
men are not sentimentalists and 
deals are made under such circum- 
stances daily in the business world. 
The IT&T representatives would 
probably regard themselves as 


, faithless to their own stockholders’ 


if they had not pressed vigorously 
every trading advantage. But it 
was not an unscrupulous bargain.” 


BANK BUYS NEWS SHOW 


| The Ninth Federal Savings and 
Loan Bank, N.Y., is picking up the 

‘tab on “Midnight News” over 

WNBC, N.Y., cross-the-board, start- 

ing Friday (29). 

i. Posner-Zabin is the agency. 





He added that Kenny | 


| broadcast | 
plant and construction director, 


,% 
+ 





Washington, April 26. 


There’s little in the way of fancy 
salaries for regular talent. on the 
radio. Earnings range as low as 
$900 a year among actors to 
high as $20,000 or more for a small 
class of announcers, with the aver- 
age for all artists about $80 a week 
gross. The take is highest in the 
big cities 

These findings were released to- 
day (26) by the Dept. of Labor, on 
the basis of a survey in coopera- 
tion with AFRA, of the earnings 
of radio performers during 1947. 
The report, the second of a series 
in process, concerns a study of 
earnings in the spring of 1948 of 
3,742 artists in 15 large cities. 


| 
| 


The survey showed “a tremen- 
dous range” in the earnings of ra- 
dio performers, said the report, 
with a small propc.tion of an-| 
nouncers, actors and singers get-| 
ting over $20,000, but “much! 
larger numbers” of freelance ac- 


tors and singers receiving under 
$1,000. 

The department found that half 
of the announcers who were work- 
ing at the time of the survey 
earned over $95 weekly, with the 
other half receiving less than this 
amount. Staff announcers, which 
comprise the majority, usually got 
around $90 or less while free- 
lancers, who are in the minority, 
averaged up to about $135. 

In New York the range was par- 
ticularly wide, “due mostly to the 
very high earnings of some free- 
lance announcers in that city, the 
highest paid one-fourth of whom 
earned more than $400 for the 
week.” Differences in income 
were also great in Los Angeles and 
Chicago, owing to the high pay of 
a few freelancers. Staff an- 
nouncers had a much lower ceil- 
ing and a narrower range. 

The lowest paid one-fourth of 
the announcers earned less than 
$65.in the smaller cities, compared 
| with $80 in Los Angeles, $90 in 
| Chicago and $100 in New York. 
|For the highest paid one-fourth, 


| sponsorship, although WIND has 


{through Olian ad agency; 


| weekly earnings started at $110 in| 


| the smaller centers, compared with | agency: 
' $235 in Chicago, $245 in Los An- p, 4 


geles and $310 in New York. 
Among singers and actors, in- 
cluding only those whose sole or 


| Associates; 
'Hogan disk shows for Muntz TV 


main source of income came from | 
_radio, the range in earnings was) 


also. wide. 
made over $245 weekly while an 
equally large group at ‘the bottom 


The top-paid fourth | 
/minutes of Rey Blanco musical 


/received under $55. Singers’ earn- | 


ings varied less, with the highest- 
paid fourth getting over $185 and) 
the lowest under $60. 

| The survey found that Los An-— 


| (Continued on page 34) 


CBS Realigns Operations 
Dept.; Maulsby Named 
Broadcasts Manager 


Jerry Maulsby has been named | 
CBS’ manager of broadcasts, serv- 
ing as liaison between the program | 
and public affairs-news depart- | 
ments, in a realignment of execu- 





! 


'Emmett agency; 


FANCY COIN SLIM FOR TALENT — 





as | 


FEW FAEELANCES ‘AM Set Output for Ist Quarter 49 
cr AVERAGE. Half of 48; TV Setting New Records 





Well, He Tries 
Tuscon, April 26 
Alan Morris, KCNA early 
morning disk jockey, is con- 
ducting his own telephone au- 
dience survey. 


When a person telephoned 
reports that he is listening to 
Morris’ competition, Arthur 
Godfrey, the KCNA _ jockey 


goes into a sales talk on his 
own program. Then, if that 
doesn’t work, he plays God- 
frey records. 








WIND, Chi lndie, 


SRO for Summer 


Chicago, April 26. 
WIND is discounting trade talk 


of television inroads these days. In 


fact, the Chi AM indie, has just 
hung out an SRO sign on its pro- 


gramming for the rest of the sum- 


mer. 

Heavy baseball schedule was the 
main reason given by commercial 
manager John T. Carey. WIND 


aids Chi Cubs games, as well as | 


feeding White Sox games to mem- 
bers of the 30-station midwest 
baseball network. 


New business announced by the 


indie is pretty well split among | 
news and sport programs, along | 
with spot announcements. Chi 


firms are carrying the bulk of 


inked several pacts through New | 
York agencies and accounts. | 

New and renewed accounts are: | 
“Cub News” with Bert Wilson for | 
National League club through Ar- 
thur Meyerhoff agency; ‘Musical 
Scoreboard” for Atlas Brewing 
“Dugout 
Interviews” for Fohrman Motors 
through Malcolm Howard agency; 
10 minutes of music for Robert 
Hall Clothing through Sawdon 
five minutes of news for 
Ray Motors through Kaufman & 
25 minutes of Marty 


Corp. through Allied ad agency; 
ten minutes of news for Home 
Carpet Cleaners through Sidney 
Clayton & Associates; and ten 


show for Chicago’s Last Sport 
Shop. 

In addition, WIND spot business 
_included announcements for Fox 
|/Head Brewing through Weiss & 
Geller agency; Chi Stadium 
through Schwimmer & Scott agen- 
cy; Local Loan through Van Heck- 
er agency; Airex through Newell | 
Fitch Shampoo | 





_through Campbell Mithun agency; | 


| 
i 
| 


tive duties in the net’s operations | 


and program setup. Maulsby’s post | 
as assistant to Dave Taylor, public | 


affairs director, will be left open. 
for some time. 

I. S. Becker, program operations 
director, will expand activities in 


the negotiations field, handling tal- | musical acts. 


ent, agency and union deals. Wil- 
liam H. Fineshriber, Jr., formerly 
general manager of program de- 
partment, becomes director of op- 
erations, supervising traffic, copy- 
right, clearance, library, sound 
effects and other departments. 
Shift will allow the web to take 
advantage of Finescriber’s strong 
operations experience. 
Henry Grossman, 
operations, 


director of 
becomes 


continuing to supervise AM-TV 
technical and building activities. 
William J. Bratter and Merritt H. 
Coleman will act as general assist- | 
| ants to Becker. 


Shinol through Benton & Bowles; | 
Publix Shirts through McCann | 
Erickson agency, and for Penn) 
Truck Paiting and United Fruit Co. 


‘WBBM Pacts 3 Musical 
Acts in Its Program 
Revamp Under Morey 


Chicago, April 26. 

WBBM continued its revamping | 
of programming under its new di- 
rector Al Morey by signing three | 
Morey’s plan is to 
build up small, pliable programs 
that can be packaged at low cost 
to potential sponsors. 


Charlie Agnew and four pieces | 
will move to the Chi CBS outlet | 
May 8, from a stretch in the La- | 
Salle hotel. Same date, Don Or- 
lando, rhumba specialist, and the 








Three Strings, an _ instrumental- 
vocal act, also join the WBBM 
staff. 


Singer Jerry Carter exits WBBM 
May 29 in order to work on a 15 
minute television package on a 
|N. Y. TV station. Plans call for 
an across-the-board show, 


; songs and comedy patter. 


ithe weekly 


|; of January. 


| figure this year 


|the air. 
| has 


with | 


Washington, April 26. 
Latest production report of the 
Radio Manufacturers Assn., issued 


over the weekend, showed tele- 
vision receiver output for the first 
time at near the rate of turnout 
predicted for 1949. March figures 
—a new record—totaled 182,361 
sets, a 54°> gain over February 
and 13% above the previous high 


month of December. The weekly 
production during March, a five- 
week work month, was 119% above 
average for 1948 and, 
if sustained, would bring the year’s 
output close to the 2,000,000 set 
figure estimated by the industry. 

The big jump during March was 
believed due in part to the stimu- 
lus of lower set prices, the open- 
ing of new markets with new sta- 
| tions taking the air, arrival of the 
baseball season, and growing pop- 
ularity of the medium. The con- 
| trasting decline in production of 
AM sets was stated flatly by RMA 
as “due to the transition from ra- 
dio to television.” 

Surprising in March RMA report 
was the poor showing of FM set 
output, which totaled only 71,216, 
a considerable drop from February 
and less than half the production 
Hope was expressed 
in FM cir¢les that the falling off 
may have been due to factory 
preparations for low priced FM- 
only models. 

AM receiver output during 
March totaled 607,570, the highest 
but far less than 
the same month of 1948. Losses 
in AM production brought the 
overall set output for the first 
quarter of 1948 to only 2,408,556 
| units, or scarcely more than half 
the figure of the same period of 
1948, 


Groucho Quiz 


To CBS in Fall 


Groucho Marx quizzer, “You Bet 
Your Life,” will move to CBS from 
ABC next fall. The stanza, which 
was kudosed last week with a 
George Foster Peabody award, 
will be aired on more than 150 sta- 
tions of the CBS web, a larger 
hookup than was set on ABC. 

John Guedel and Marx, equal 
partners in ownership of “Bet,” at 
first made a pitch to ABC for the 
Sunday time following Walter 
Winchell and Louella Parsons. The 
slot is being vacated by “Theatre 
Guild” which moves to NBC next 
year. 

CBS grabbed off “Bet” although 
NBC programmers were pitching 
hard. Allen Gellman, prez of El- 
gin-American, bankroller of the 
stanza, will go along on the net- 
work switch. Marx and Guedel 
tried to buy off their contract with 
Gellman, which has five years to 
run, for $200,000, but it was no go. 


Brewer to Stand Trial 
On Phony Jingle Claim 


Chicago, April 26. 

Judge John Barnes in Chi fed- 
eral district court yesterday (25) 
ruled that Canadian Ace Brewing 
/Co. must stand trial May 4 in a 
$735,000 government suit against 
the firm for continued use of a ra- 
dio jingle implying that its beer 
was made in Canada. 

Action seeks $5,000 for each of 
147 times couplets were used after 
the Federal Trade Commission’s 
“cease and desist” order. 


WINS’ Negro Show 


Success of programs beamed to 
Negro audiences in New York is 
bringing another such stanza to 
WINS, Crosley station, 
launched a_ six-day-a-week 
‘program, “Harlem Music Shop,” 
being aired from 11 to 11:55 p.m, 

Conducted by Joe Bostic, Am- 
sterdam News columnist, the show 
will originate at the Savoy Ball- 
room. Bostic will spin disks and 
{interview guests at the Savoy. 
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NBC, CBS Set for Summer Ratings 


‘War’ with House-Built Showcasers 





NBC-TV, to maintain its place¢ 


among the networks in develop- 
ment of house-built package shows, 
has decided to concentrate its ef- 
forts on that function during the | 
coming summer months when some | 
of the top-budgeted sponsored 
shows are scheduled for a hiatus. | 
According to program chief Nor-| 
man Blackburn, eight new pro- 


soon as the sponsored ones leave 
the air, and others are currently 
in the developmental stage. 

NBC has consistently been a 
runnerup to the rival CBS web in 
the building of AM shows on home 
territory. Latter announced only 
last week the establishment of a 
special creative development di- 
vision in its TV program depart- 
ment and aims also to showcase 
many of its new packages during 
the summer. Result, consequently, 
should be as close a fight for 
ratings as that now going on 
among the bankrolled programs, 
since both webs will be seeking 
sponsors to take over their house 
packages regularly next fall. 

Each of the webs, incidentally, | 
may encounter difficulty in finding 
a suitable spot for the new show- 
casers. In addition to some cur- 


KFI-TV Income Doubled 
But Still Has No Profit; 


110 New Accounts Got 


Hollywood, April 26. | 
KFI-TV has more than doubled | 
grams are ready to take over aS jts income since station began its | 


strict daytime telensing policy but 
is still in the red, 
Bill Ryan, general manager. Sta- 
tion has cornered 110 new ac- 
counts and is selling more time 
every day. Ryan related that not 
one day has passed without sta- 
tion selling some time. No cli- 
ents have been carried over from 
the outlet’s nighttime operation 
into the daytime field. KFI start- 
ted beaming daytime shows 
March 1, 

Ryan asserted that the station 
won't get into the black side of the 
ledger if everything available is 
sold. However, he feels that re- 
sults shown advertisers will en- 
able the station eventually to up 
rates and push outlet into the 
prosperity mould. KFI’s largest 
headache at present is the adver- 
tising agencies. Station rates are 


according to} 
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rently-aired programs deeiding to so low ($20 for one minute to $150 | 


remain on the air throughout the for a single hour) that ad agen- | | N (’ li 
| nN WW. ULaroila 


summer, both webs are also wrap- 
ping up sponsors to replace the 
programs taking a vacation. NBC- 


TV, for example, last week set the | Station will make a pitch to sell| 
& | ad men the fact that there will be | 


new  Buick-sponsored Olsen 
Johnson package to replace Milton 
Berle’s “Texaco Star Theatre.” In 
addition, the Arrow, Swift and 
Bigelow shows are among those 
tentatively set to remain on the air 
for the summer. 


NBC house packages now ready 
to go, Blackburn said, include 
Sammy Kaye’s “So You Want to 
Lead a Band,’ which has been 
tried out twice previously during | 
the last couple of months, and the 
Hugh Martin show, also aired 


cies don’t want to bother selling 
their clients, as the commission 
involved would be _ negligible. 


no risk involved to the client. If 
merchandise fails to move, adver- 
tisers’ loss will be meaningless be- 
cause of low rates. 

Ryan said that KFI’s AM opera- 
tion has been 
year’s billing for the past few 
months. The added coin, Ryan re- 
lated, is being sunk into video. 


New WOR-TV Transmitter 





out-pulling last | 


Martha Rountree’s “Leave Itto tne 10 Lower 240 Feet Above 
Girls” AM package starts soon, Hudson, Facing 79 st., NY. 


along with a big audience partici- 
WOR-TV is building the highest 


pation program currently in the| 
works. Both Jane Pickens and) tructure in New Jersey, a 760-foot 


Lisa Kirk launch a_ 15-minute 
once-weekly musical show in the 
near future and Allen Funt’s “Can- 
did Camera,’ a TV-version of his 
“Candid Mike,” is ready for show- 
casing. Also on tap, of course, is 
the “NBC Drama Theatre,” series 


of hour-long legiters which teed | 


off three weeks ago in the Sunday 
night 9 to 10 spot. 


Latest additions to the list of 
NBC-TV programs which will bow 
off for the summer are “Lambs 
Gambol” and “Author Meets the. 
Critics,” both sponsored by Gen- | 
eral Foods on Sunday nights, | 
which will leave the second week | 
of May. Procter & Gamble’s 
“Fireside Theatre,’ which has. 
served as a showcase presentation | 
for vari-typed programs in_ its 
Tuesday night slot, also goes off 
soon, along with the RCA-spon- 
sored “Kukla, Fran and Ollie,” 
moppet puppet show originating 
from Chicago, which is due for an 
eight-week hiatus. 


WJZ Protests Bid 
By Jersey Station 


Washington, April 26. 


Proposal of the Home News, 
Publishing Co. of New Brunswick, | 
N.J., for a television station on 
channel 8 was opposed yesterday 
(25) before the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission by WJZ-TV, , 
which claims interference would 
result. The New York ABC outlet 
claimed the distance of 35 miles 
between the cities is too close for 
stations with adjacent channels to! 
operate. WJZ-TV is on channel 7. 

In a petition to the Commission, 
ABC asked that a request by Home 
News for a proceeding to change 
the rules to allocate channel 8 to 
New Brunswick be denied. The 
web contended that under the 
present standards the proposed 
operation is not technically fea- 
sible. However, it added, if 
changes result from the current 
allocations proceedings it will not 
be possible to determine the effect 
upon WJZ-TV_ until the new 
standards are known, 





| 
| 
| 


steel transmitter tower on _ the 
Palisades, 240 feet above the Hud- 
son River and opposite 79th St., 
Manhattan. ‘The location and 
height of our tower will give a 


maximum clarity of reception,” | 


WOR prexy Theodore C. Streibert 
‘said. “Because we are located out 
of the high building area, our 
} signal will not be reflected and 
bounce from building to building 
—the cause of ghosts, bugaboo of 
television set owners.” 


The tower tip, 1,050 feet above 
sea level, will be second in height 
only to WNBT’s atop the Empire 
State Building. WOR is the only 
New York station to build its tower 
from the ground up. When com- 
pleted it will be one of the most 
modern in the U. S. Tower and 
transmitter building will cost 
about $600.000. 


Included is garage space for the 
station’s three $94,000 mobile 
units, each of which will have 
three cameras, audio facilities, 
microwave transmitter to send 


pictures and FM transmitter for | 


relaying the sound. 

The call letters, WOR-TV, will 
be outlined in lights 30 feet high 
and visible for 25 miles, with the 
“7 letters “TV” blinking on and 
off. 





Hooper’s Top TV 10 


Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star The- 
atre” maintained its hold on first 
place in the top 10 TV Hooperat- 
ings for April in the N. Y. metro- 
politan area, pulling down a hefty 
80. Also repeating were Arthur 
Godfrey’s ‘Talent Scouts” in sec- 
ond place with a 59.3, and Ed Sulli- 
van’s “Toast of the Town” in third 
with 55.9. 

Following are the top 10: 


Station Rating 

Texaco Star Theatre WNBT ........ 80 
Arthur Godfrey's 

Talent Scouts.....WCBS-TV 59.3 
Toast of the Town WCBS-TV ..... 55.9 
Ford Theatre of the 

| PEE ... WCBS-TV .. $5.6 
Broadway Revue*...WABD & WNBT. 50.1 
Wee Bees Tet? 11. WHE «icciccs 48.6 
Phileco TV Play- 

ee eee Scere 43.8 
Suspense ......... Were céccs 41.1 
Arthur Godfrey and 

His Friends ......WCBS-TV 38 
Fireside Theatre....WNBT ........ 35.2 


* The Broadway Revue was broadcast 
on WABD and WNBT. The rating is the 
combined audience to both channels. 


| 

| Washington, April 26. 
Mary Pickford Rogers, star of 

silent screen days, filed two appli- 

cations Friday (22) with the Fed- 


eral Communications Commission | 
for television stations, with North 


| Carolina as the locale of her initial 
ventures. 


of four channels 
The choice 


where a _ total 
| have been allocated. 


was reportedly based on availabil- | 


'ity of frequencies and favorability 
|of markets. Her’ husband is 
|Charles (Buddy) Rogers, former 
| screen .juve. 


‘her birthplace as Toronto, and) 
residence as Beverly Hills. She | 
said she became a citizen of the | 
U. S. by her marriage to the late | 
| Douglas Fairbanks in 1920. The | 
|applications were submitted by 
I. E. Lambert, legal counsel, of 
| Princeton, N. J. Andrew Ring, 
| Washington, D. C., was retained as 
engineering consultant. 

The applicant’s net worth was 
|listed as “more than $2,454,000, 
composed of equity in commercial 
real estate of over 


sonal items of over $500,000, se- 
curities of over $1,000,000 and cash 


of over $9,000. Net income, after | 


, taxes, was given as over $50,000 
,for each of the last two years. 
Film company _ investments 
listed by Mrs. Rogers were a 50% 
_interest in United Artists Corp., 
‘motion picture distributors and 
one-third to two-thirds interests in 
three independent production com- 
panies—Comet, Triangle and 
Artists’ Alliance. 
| Cost of the Durham station was 
estimated at $208,050, plus $50,000 


for the first year’s cost of opera- | 


tion. The estimate for Winston- 
Salem was approximately the same. 
Revenues for the first year were 
stated as “unknown.” 

Mrs. Rogers promised that if the 


applications are granted she would | 


maintain the standards of broad- 
casting service now received in the 


two cities and would offer “pro- | 


gressively better” programs as 
,television develops. She stated 
She planned to utilize the unusual 
educational opportunities for pro- 
gramming offered by the state’s 
-major schools—Duke Univ., North 
Carolina Univ., and North Carolina 
State College. 

The applications said her “repu- 
tation and long experience in the 
field of motion pictures should 
particularly qualify her for pre- 
senting the highest type of film 
telecast.” 

No action can be taken on the 
applications until the lifting of the 
television freeze. 


Man Wanted Package 
Chicago, April 26. 

Jim Hurlbut, Chi NBC news- 
caster, is readying a 15 minutes, 
once-weekly package for WNBQ 
screening, using film shot in local 
situations. 
will be descriptions of missing per- 
sons, and wanted criminals. 

Show will dry run this week on a 
; closed circuit. 





Hers were the first bids 
for Durham and Winston-Salem, 


these inStalled as of March 1. 
1,395,900 for the 33 cities which 


future. 
000 sets. 
with new stations. 





U.S. Sets Now 1,447,000 


Number of television sets in the U. S. as of April 1 numbered 
approximately 1,447,000, representing an increase of 132,000 over 


——.. 


Included in the latest total are 
now boast 59 TV stations on the 


air. Rest of them were in other states which expect TV in the near 
Metropolitan N. Y. continued far in the lead with 535.- 

Among the sharpest gainers were Erie and Miami, both 
Following is the city-by-city breakdown, as 


compiled by the NBC reasearch division: 
No. of No. of Inc. Over 
City Stations Sets Last Month 
Wet MOPK® 35 2b bo 05d. 58 535,000 35.000 
Philadelphia by Tk bree 3 140,000 10,000 
avery rer. 125,000 25,000 
ee Ue 45 pk chances 6 112,600 10,600 
eee 1. e  eae suka tad 2 68,400 14,800 
OTtOTe “cc cseoseceeds 3 51,500 6,800 
SEE? cha wae eee cee en 3 50,500 7,000 
Washington _...... «ee 9°: 4 40,800 3.400 
eI” fb cdede decease 2 38,700 8,300 
ir ee Gh cb eacedancn a 1 25,500 3.000 
| BOW FAVOR oc scccscaes 1 24,100 3,400 
POTIWREMOG occ ccc cee: 1 21,600 2.600 
Schenectady _...........: 1 20,000 2.100 
COTE Sch awe tivws i 1 20,000 2.900 
Buffalo Wiese aaa oe 1 18,300 2.800 
| WMinn.-St. Paul ....'5..6.5. 1 12,600 300 
Prmeneren  <.cssasceces 1 10,300 800 
OES & O66 io ewreced 1 _ 10,000 1,500 
ite GP ey re rt 1 9,000 1,300 
i Ft. Worth-Dallas ....... 1 8,500 Lae 
ae eee 2 7,300 1,400 
Louisville Po ecuth hae ate 6,100 400 
“Ba BRAM .iierssse> 1 5,400 800 
|. PR SEB. co vvievashs 1 5,100 100 
NS es OSarRG awa s 2 4,700 100 
| HBTADRIS « oevale vis veces ] 4,400 1,000 
ee Re ee 1 4,200 200 
Ate PEO. CGY bg hoe 500m 1 3,900 600 
| PIOUEOR Vai e case sees) 1 3,500 500 
WERE” (hikie 4406 cea ] 3,100 1,400 
ie Saar e e e ere 1 2,700 2,200 
eee a ee 1 2,400 100 
Albuquerque apenas 1 700 100 
| Sub-total ..cesee.+.99 1,395,900 151,800 
; Other Cities 
PUDVIGCNEO: . -s56400nd aan - 6,000 500 
WILISEOD: . 6:4:0,6:9:0 0 60010 . 3,400 100 
MEINE, 5.4.54. 4 6 WEEE - 1,300 1,300 
meres AY 4 ocec0c es - 1,300 1.300 
| Indianapolis ............ - 900 100 
| MMEEE > 5:5:06.6an0d6%'s ~ 600 600 
IS bb 6 Oe 8 Ae Sass ens - 37,600 —23,700 
OEMEN, iaiksc peers ke ene 1,447,000 132,000 








Mrs. Rogers gave her age as 56, Bad Installation Claim 


Stirring Cleveland, But | 


Cleveland, April 26. 


6 
| 


Preview May Bow 


$1,000,000, | 
| equity in other real estate and per- | 


Tied in with package 


Engineers generally pooh-poohed 
charges by City Building Commis- 
sioner William D. Guion that most 
of the antennas for the 45,000 TV 
sets here have been installed with- 
out proper grounds and are light- 
ning hazards. 


Guion also said that installers 
and distributors of sets must pay 
a $1 inspection fee and obtain a 
license for all sets sold so far and 
those to be installed. The city’s 
49-year-old building code has no 
specific clause for TV, but Guion 
declares a section covering an- 
tennas in general holds for TV. 

Distributors and installers, 
through their spokesman Jean 
_ White, assured the city they will 
cooperate in correcting any an- 
tennas and obtaining the necessary 
‘licenses. White, however, added it 
would take about six weeks for a 
complete check. 

There are an estimated 45.000 


sets in the Cleveland TV radius, | 


but sets which operate with inside 
aerials are not included in the 
Guion statement. 


TV Cutting in for Share 
Of Balto Sports Audience 


Baltimore, April 26. 
Video has stepped into major 
daytime sports coverage promi- 
nently, in this town of race-horse 
enthusiasts and avid sports fans. 
Solid two-hour daily afternoon 
stretch traditionally owned on 


WITH by Gunther's Brewery and 
Bill Dyer, its all-around sportscast- 
| er, ran into TV opposition on two 
fronts with both WAAM and 
WMAR-TV hitting the air with 
visual reporting and in-between 
musical spelling with live talent 
instead of records. 

WAAM show is a participating 
layout with Gunther's hopping in 
for some multiple spots and the 
WMAR layout is solely operated 
under auspices of National Brew- 
ery and its radio-video sports an- 
nouncer, Baily Goss. All aim for 
the tavern, barbershop, and public 
| place coverage in addition to the 
at-home sets tuned in for word of 
j the winning geegees. 





Distribs Eager to Aid | Off CBS Next Week 


| “Preview,” new Philip Morris- 
sponsored program starring Tex 
McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg, 
may bow off the CBS-TV web fol- 
lowing next Monday’s (2) airing. 
Both the cigaret outfit and the 
Biow ad agency, which handles the 
account, are reportedly disturbed 
over the drop in ratings suffered 
by the show and are shopping for 
a replacement to take over, pos- 
sibly at the end of the first option 

| period next week. 

“Preview” copped a good 36.6 
| for the March Hoopers, but fell off 
to 27.8 during the current month. 
| It was noted, though, that the pro- 
{gram maintained its share of 
|audience, the slump _ occurring 
because of a decline in the number 
,of sets in use by about 12.3%. 
_Despité that, the agency believes 
' the show has never lived up to its 
full promise, 

Among the programs under con- 
sideration as a possible replace- 
ment is the World Video package, 
| “Theatre Arts,” which would be 
;emceed by playwright Charles 
| McArthur and based on the mag 
of that title which he edits. “Pre- 
| View” is also a magazine-type show 
-and carries a weekly talent and 
| Production nut of about $7,500. 


-WBKB Won't Let Sands 


! Run Through Its Fingers 
Chicago, April 26. 

| WBKB took no chances on its 
juvenile discovery, singer Tommy 
Sands, and inked him to a three- 
year contract. Ten-year-old is fea- 
tured on WBKB’s “Lady 
Mountain,” screened twice week- 
ly, in a pattern of cowboy songs 
plus guitar. 

Recent loss of Burr Tillstrom, 
| creator of “Kukla, Fran and Ollie,” 
to WNBQ and NBC, is believed 
_the reason for a definite future 
policy of nailing down new talent 


, to longterm contracts. 





| 
| 





| Fort Worth—Vic Duncan, Holly- 
wood motion picture technician, 
has been added to the film labora- 
tory staff of WBAP-TV. He will 
'be in charge of station-produced 
film commercials which the siation 
makes for clients in its completely 
\ equipped laboratory. 


of the. 











a 





ol- 


he 
the 
ed 


for 
OS- 
ion 


6.6 
off 
th. 
ro- 


ing 
er 


ves 
its 


on- 
ce- 
ge, 


les 
lag 
re- 
ow 
ind 


lly- 
an, 
ra- 
vill 
ced 
jon 
ely 


ar 


ab 











_ Wednesday, April 27, 1949 


TELEVISION 27 
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Coast Package Shows Find Summer _ \\[] POIN YET YET FO 


Hiatus Chance to Crack N.Y. Market 


season 
find a 


Forthcoming hiatus 
network television may 
number 
package .shows moving to New 
York for 13-week showcase pe- 
riods. That is the opinion of Mal 
Boyd, prez of the Television Pro- 
ducers Assn., a Coast outfit, who 
declared that only in that way can 
the Hollywood indie producers get 
a crack at national sponsorship 

Speaking last week at the first 
annual meet of the Independent 
Television Producers Assn., Boyd 
pointed out that complexities in- 
volved in kinescope transactions, 
plus the poor quality of kinescope 
recordings as compared to live 
shows, make it practically impossi- 


ble for any Hollywood-produced 
program to get out of its local 
market until the coaxial cable 


links the two coasts. Kine prints 
may 
stations for N. 
grams because they fill 
programming void. But, said Boyd, 
both. the web chiefs and ad agen- 
cies don’t think they’re yet good 
enough for airing shows in the east 
which originate in Hollywood, with 
the possible exception of 
projected programs starring such 
names as Jack Benny and Eddie 
Cantor. 

Move West by N. Y. 

Boyd also saw a move west by 
N. Y. packagers through the grow- 
ing realization of Hollywood’s role 
as a talent centre for TV. He said 
that the N. Y. producers have al- 
ready run the gamut of basic pro- 
gram ideas. As these ideas wear 
oul, he said, producers will need 
fresh personalities, obtainable in 
Hollywood, to “replace tired 
stunts” which they would other- 
wise have to use to inject fresh 
material 
“This two-way exodus,” he said, 
“serves to point up the need for 
a uniform standard code of prac- 
tices governing indie TV _ pro- 
ducers.”’ 

Boyd is in N. Y. repping his pro- 
ducers’ outfit in lining up such a 
code. N. Y. group voted at its 
meet for full affiliation in activity 
with the Hollywood assn. Boyd 


Indies 


met Monday (25) with ITPA gen- | 


eral counsel James L. Fly prepara- 


tory to a string of confabs he'll | 


hold during the week with N. Y. 
— in an effort to formulate the 
code. 


Blind Date’ Worth 
More TV Than AM 


Holiywood, April 26. 
It might appear that price tags 
are mixed up, but nonetheless in- 
dependent package producer Ber- | 
nard Schubert has a deal with 
Speidel (novelty jewelry) for 
Blind Date” that calls for $1,500 





more for tele than the quotation | 


for radio. At $3,000 there were no 
AM takers so Schubert made a 
pitch to Speidel and the papers 
are to be signed for $4,500. Show 
80es on ABC’s eastern net with 
= Francis continuing as em- 
ee 

Ordinarily radio shows adapt- 
able to TV bring only half the 
price of the radio quotation due to. 
radio’s 60-to-1 advantage in set 
ownership, or, as admen prefer it, 
circulation. 


WFIL-TV to Air Feature 


Race from Garden State 


Philadelphia, April 26. 

WFIL-TV will televise the daily 
feature race from Garden State 
track, beginning May 3. The series 
is scheduled under the sponsorship 
of the Jacob Hornung Brewing Co.. 
and marks the first commercial 
telecasting of races from the New 
Jersey track. 

The contract covers both the 
spring and fall meetings, May 3-30 
and Oct. 3-26. The programs will 
be telecast from 4:15 to 4:45 p.m. 
daily (Monday through Fridays) 
and from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m. Satur- 
days. Contract was set by the 
Clements Co. 





in¢ 


+ 





of Hollywood-originated | 


be acceptable on Hollywood | 
Y.-originated pro- | 
a definite | 


those | 


into their productions. | 


‘rath, Jr., 


Chi-Omaha Span Due 


Chicago, April 26. 

American Telephone & ‘Tele- 
graph last week announced plans 
for a microwave relay system be- 
tween Chicago and Omaha. The 
span between Chicago and Des 
Moines will use 13 towers, and 
from Des Moines to Omaha, five 
towers. 

Long-distance phone service on 
the system will be in operation this 
year, with TV equipment to be 
completed early in 1950. 


Veeck Backtracks 
In Taking on TY 


Beer Sponsor 


Cleveland, April 26. 
Signing of a television contract 





| uct 


| and 


| vision 


for Cleveland ball games over 
|WEWS elicited much_ tongue- 
clicking and eyebrow-raising here. 
Leisy Brewing Co. inked the | 
contract to do half the 77 home|! 
games for $75,000. WEWS has 


agreed to do the other half and 
pick up the tag. 

The tongue-clicking, etc., came 
since the AM handling of the 
games over WJW and the stand- 
ard network was purchased some 
time ago by Erin Brew. Bill Veeck, 
ball club. president, 
stated -he opposed similar product 
sponsorship of the games on AM 
and video. But that’s what hap- 
|pened. Apparently, the club 
wanted to latch onto a sponsor as 
| the season’s opener loomed large 
and no bankroller was in sight. 
Veeck had also stated that either 
all or no games would be telecast. 

Announcement of the television 
contract was made Tuesday night 
(19) with the Indians opening at 
|home Friday (22). MeCann-Erick- 
son is handling the Leisy account. 
| As yet, Erin Brew’s agency, Gerst, 
has not commented publicly on its 
| reaction. 
| Besides picking up the $75,000 
tab for the other half of the home 
games, WEWS tossed out an esti- 
|mated $35,000 in network con- 
| tracts. It's expected, however, that 
station will pick up considerable 
coin in program sales surrounding 
| telecksting to offset the bulk of the 
| Station’s nut. 
| Speaker, the latter a former Tribe 
manager, do the mike work. 


KTTV Will Beam Kine 





Hollywood, April 26. 


had always | 
| the producer 


|in a few more years, 


Bob Neal and Tris | 








BIG-BUDGETE 


Film producers turning out prod- 
especially for television must 
concentrate at this time only on 
low-cost packages that can be made 
in series form, if they hope to turn 
a profit. Those expensive produc- 
tions, which carry a_ budget of 
$10,000 or more per half-hour show 
cannot hope to find a market now 
because of the poor financial con- 
dition of most stations and the 
unwillingness of national adver- 
tisers to back film shows on such a 
large scale. 

Both John Mitchell, chief of the 
United Artists tele department, 
execs of the Intercity Tele- 
Distributors Corp., came 
back with those conclusions last 
week after making a swing around 
various TV outlets. With the ex- 
ception of the forthcoming “Cru- 
sade in Europe” series, to be bank- 
rolled by Time-Life via ABC-TV, | 
the only nationally-sponsored film 
series on the air is “Your Show 
Time.”’ sponsored by Luckies over 
NBC-TV. ‘Crusade” is a special 
case, since it is tied in with Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Grant- 
Realm Productions, which turns 
out “Show .Time,” is admittedly 
operating at a loss, spending up- 
wards of $10,000 per film and get- 
ting only $8,500 per from Luckies. 

Market Big For Low-Priced 

Mitchell, whose new UA-TV de-| 
partment distributes pix for tele, 
said the wise producer today is 
one who can turn out films at low 
cost for TV. Practically every sta- 
tion in the country, he said, will 
take such programs if the quality 
is good. Number of new stations 
constantly taking the air will give 
sufficient 


backlog to stay in business and 


then head into the more ambitious | 


productions later. Stations will un- 
doubtedly be able to afford those 
when they’re 
figured to be out of the operating 
red. 

While Mitchell did not say so, it 
is believed indie producer Jerry 
Fairbanks is a case in point. Fair- 
banks’ first series was the “Public 
Prosecutor,” which he has been 
unable to sell, ostensibly because 
the price has been too high. Pro- 
ducer then trekked a crew to Mexi- 
co to shoot a new series titled 
“Paradise Island,” which he was 

(Continued on page 40) 





Olsen-Johnson’s Buick 
Video Teeoff June 28, 
Then Own Show in Fall 


Olsen & Johnson’s new Buick- 


sponsored television program, ten- 


KTTV will telense the Kentucky | 


Derby, Preakness and Belmont 
Stakes. Derby, run on May 7, will 
be filmed and beamed by CBS- 
/Times outlet on May» 10. Event 
is set for sponsorship by Gillette. 
Preakness gets film beaming May 
16, two days after it is run. Bel- 
mont race goes on June 13, also 
two days after the running. CBS 
eastern network will telense the 
events also. 

| KTTV topper, Harry Witt, made 
'a pitch to get Derby prints here 
for videoing on same day as race 
but plans fell through when a jet 
plane, the only means of trans- 
portation fast enough to get films 
here the same day, proved unavail- 
able. 





Chi Puppet Opera 
Chicago, April 26. 
WNBQ will telecast grand opera 


| tatively 
| ing via NBC-TV, 
|of only seven weeks this summer. 


Versions of 3 Top Races: 


a June 28 launch- 
will have a run 


set for 


Comedy duo will then take a five- 
week hiatus to fill previously-com- 
mitted Toronto Exposition date, 
and then return to the same web 
but at a new time in the fall. 


Program goes in as a replace- 
ment for Milton Berle’s “Texaco 
Star Theatre” on the Tuesday night 
at 8 slot. O.&J. were previously set 
for two weeks at the Toronto expo, 
which they have played several 
years, and take three weeks ad- 
vance work to set that show. Buick 
has a new model coming out in 
August and therefore wants to get 
the comics on as much as possible 


‘in advance to give added impetus 


| 


to the ad campaign. 


While Berle takes a 13-week va- 
cation, Texaco will pick up the 
time again at the end of the O.&J. 
run to continue the “Star Thea- 
tre’ format, but with rotating 
emcees subbing for Berle until his 
return, same as they did when 
he was ill last winter. That has 
been made possible through the 


on a miniature scale when Ernest | fact that the Kudner ad agency 


Wolff's puppet opera troupe 


is | handles both the Texaco and Buick 


screened May 1 and 8 in a per- accounts. NBC-TV hopes to be able 


formance of “Carmen.” 

Bizet’s music will 
recordings, with 
producing. 


Reinald Werren- 
jtake over for a full 39-week run. 


/ to juggle its time to get O.&J. back 


be used on. on in the fall either Thursday or 


Friday night at 9. when they'll 


financial | 


“That Wonderful Man” 


‘New UA-TV Contracts Include 


‘Clearance Clause for Ist Time 





WBKB Sets Girls’ Ball 


Chicago, April 26. 


WBKB picked up co-sponsors for 


telecasts of the Na- 
Girls Softbal!! 
and Pete 


ite 32 
tional Professional 
league in Admiral Corp. 
Fox Brewing Co 

Games will be screned from Ad- 
miral Stadium, starting May 26 
Russ Davis will announce for Ad- 
miral, and Ernie Simon for Peter 
Fox on alternate days. 


Maxwell Nix May 


Force Showdown 
On Pix Guesters 


Forced last-minute cancellation 
of film actress Marilyn Maxwell 
from two different television shows 
last week because of her upcom- 
ing appearance at the Broadway 
Capitol may force some kind of a 
showdown on the problem between 
acts and Loew's theatres, which 
books and operates the Cap. Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists this 
week is considering some definite 
action on the situation, but has not 
yet formulated its plan of attack. 

Conflict was caused by a clause 
appearing in all Cap talent con- 
tracts, prohibiting an act from ap- 
pearing anywhere in N. Y., includ- 
ing TV, from the time the contract 
is signed until the finish of the 
Cap engagement. That clause, ac- 
cording to Loew’s chief 
Sidney Piermont, 
ed in all contracts for some time. 
Until now no act is known to have 
rebelled against it. 

Miss Maxwell, however, report- 
edly failed to read it when she 
inked her pact. Music Corp. of 
America, also not realizing the ex- 
istence of the clause, booked the 
actress for both the Arrow TV 
show last Thursday night (21) via 
NBC-TV and Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
of the Town” Sunday night (24) 
on CBS-TV. She had rehearsed for 
the Arrow show up until the night 
preceding the broadcast before she 
learned of the clause. 

MCA _ contacted Loew’s execs, 
who reportedly called top Metro 
execs at the studio to ascertain 
if Miss Maxwell could at least do 
the Arrow show. She was turned 
down, however, 
that M-G will do nothing to foster 
the growth of tele through use of 
its personnel. 


Toni’s Ist TV Venture 
For June 2 Launching 


Toni Home Permanent’s first 
television program venture’ has 
been set for a launching June 2 
in the 9 to 9:30 p.m. niche on CBS- 
TV. Produced by Charles Irving 
Productions, the show, a situation 
comedy series, has been titled 
and the 
story line will deal with a group 
of young hopefuls in New York 
City. Cast has not been set. 

Russ Beggs and Gus Gussman 
will handle the writing chores, 
with Roger Pryor, tele chief for the 
Foote, Cone & Belding ad agency, 
supervising production. Filmed 
commercials are to be turned out 


game 








by Apex Productions of Hollywood. 





WBEN’s Anni Airer 


Buffalo, April 26. 


WBEN-TV, Buffalo, is planning 


a special variety program for its 
first anniversary show Saturday, 


May 14. 

Station now carries over 20 live 
studio programs weekly, in addi- 
tion to network shows from NBC 
CBS, ABC and DuMont. Buffalo 
Evening News is issuing a special 
anniversary section on the same 
day. 


booker 
has been includ- 


with the notation) 


Mutual co-op, 


| Story,” 


United Artists-TV has formu- 
lated a new contract blank for 
licensing its films to video stations 
hat combines aspects of the usual 
theatre licensing form and tele. 
Principal reversion to motion pic- 
ture contracts is in the matter ef 


“clearance”’—the period between 


which competing theatres cannot 
play a picture Clause covering 
this in the new UA-TV_ form 
states: “Clearance - Distributor 


agrees that licensee shall be en- 
titled to clearance as defined here- 
in as against the following tele- 
vision stations: i 

Contract otherwise is consider- 
ably simpler than licensing agree- 
ments covering rental of films to 
theatres. It has only 14 briefly- 
stated points, as against a whole 
legal-sized page of agate contained 
in the usual motion picture con- 
tract Considerable interest at- 
taches in the trade to the new UA 
form, since there has been a great 
deal of experimenting by various 
groups and agencies on what a 
licensing agreement should con- 
tain. 

Blank itself allows space for 
listing video stations covered by 
the deal, then for title of series and 
subjects, running time, fee for 
sustaining use and fee for spon- 
sored use; scheduled time of tele- 


cast, “special arrangements” and 
clearance. 
The 14 clauses include a “play 


or pay” stipulation, similar to that 
in motion picture pacts. This pro- 
vides that whether or not the 
scheduled telecast is made, the 
license fee is due and payable. The 
only exception is if there is a 
“diminution” of operations as re- 
sult of Federal Communications 
Commission action or if the show 
is cancelled to telecast “an event 
of public importance.” If advance 
notice is given, UA agrees to re- 
fund the station’s money in such 
cases. 

Station is given the right to 
make minor cuts or eliminations in 
prints to conform to time segments 
or censorship requirements, pro- 
vided the takeouts are restored to 
the print before it is retturned. 
Station is also obligated to telecast 
credits as incorporated in the pix. 

Other points are all minor, cov- 
ering responsibility of distrib and 
station in shipment of prints and 
loss or damage to them. 


Chevalier Co-op 
Packaged for TV 


Maurice Chevalier’s “This Is 
Paris,” currently being aired as a 
is being packaged 
Ray Morgan, who 





| for television. 


| owns the show, is having half-hour 


in France featuring 
and other European 


vidpix shot 
Chevalier 


talent. One show is already com- 
plete and is on the way to New 
York for showing to potential 


sponsors and agencies here. 

Series will be ready by fall, 
when Morgan will offer it to 
Mutual, which has first rights and 
is expected to have started tele 
operations by that time. If MBS 
doesn't pick up the package, it will 
be peddled elsewhere. 

Reels will be shot in various 
parts of France, the Cote d'Azur, 
along the Seine and in historial 
settings, as well as in Paris. 





Revised Barrie Show 


Mulled for Full Web 


The “Wendy Barrie Show,” now 
heard on WABD, N. Y., and some 
DuMont stations, is being consid- 
ered for the full web, if cable time 
can be arranged. The DuMont- 
Photoplay mag package, which is 
aired three times weekly, has been 
revised recently with George 
Wallach taking over as producer- 
director. 

Tonight’s (Wed.) show will fea- 
ture Lee Tracy, star of “Detective 
legit hit. 
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ue pot im 1949 advertising 


This is the year when your customers have had unlimited accéss to adver- 
tising media —when all media have been free to find their own level. News- 
papers and magazines get all the paper they want. Television has grown 


apace. New radio stations have sprouted everywhere. 


In this “free market” for media, the cold facts show that today more 


people are listening longer to NETWORK RADIO—and advertisers are 





1 ™ By : r 
We reaching them at lower costs! 

a 
/_ a ‘ , ‘ , » or rT 
Pigs | Tf NETWORK RADIO is delivering larger audiences: 3,800,000 families 
| for the average network broadcast in 1949—12% more than in 1947, 


And at lower costs: $1.78 per thousand families for the average net- 


work broadcast in 1949—6% less than in 1947. 


The basic point in network adver” sing 





And this is the year when CBS leads all other networks by every signifi- 
cant count: in largest audiences and highest average audiences (as meas- 


ured by both Nielsen and Hooper). and in facility strength too! 


In all network radio, CBS ranks first today in audiences delivered at 





; lowest cost to advertisers. 


CBS today delivers an average audience of 4,251,000 families to its 


advertisers — 17% more than m 1947. 


And ata cost to its advertisers of $1.67 per thousand families — 16% 





tet lower than in 1947 and the lowest cost of all networks. 


The basic point for the careful advertiser is clear: make NETWORK RADIO 


vour first choice in media... 


And CBS your first choice in radio. 











... Largest audiences at lowest cost 


Source: Nielsen Radio Index d Tan. 1917 vs. Tan. 1949 based on 


650° LS. Radio homes with audience size data projet tedtot 1U.S. 
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R. I. MAGINATION 

ith Paul Tripp, others 
Producer: Worthington Miner, with 

Norman and Irving Pincus 
Director: Hugh Rogers 
Writer: Tripp 
Music: Ray Carter 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6:30 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-TV, N. Y. ; 

Kids, adults and educators alike 
should go for this new moppet 
show, which bowed in over WCBS- 
TV (CBS, N. Y.) Sunday night 
(24). } 
sents a new idea in programming 
for kids (there’s not a puppet in 
sight), being basically a fantasy 
staged as a vaudeo presentation. 
Format permits the inclusion of 
considerable educational material 
which does not interfere with the 
show’s entertainment aspects. De- 
spite the apparent budget limita- 
tions, it’s probably the costliest 
kid-slanted show on the air. 

Playwright-actor Paul Tripp 
plays the title role, as a character 
with the ability to make children’s 
wishes come true. On the initial- 
er, he introed one small fry who 
wanted to be a big-league ball- 
player, to Rabbit Maranville, who 
gave the kid some batting instruc- 
tion. Young girl, wanting to know | 
how people in foreign lands actu- | 
ally lived, had a simulated trip to 
Mexico, where she and viewers 
witnessed a traditional Mex hat 
dance. Most ambitious sequence , 
was given over to a youngster who, 
as Christopher Columbus, discov- | 
ered America. It might not have | 
been the way history teachers | 
would have it, but the facts were | 
correct and the kids should re- 
member the story. 

Tripp also writes the script, and 
lyrics for Ray Carter’s original mu- 
sic, and showed plenty of imagina- 
tion himself in the preem. Producer 
Worthington Miner, who also does 
the “Studio One” series and “Gold- 
bergs” for CBS-TV, mounted the 
show neatly, making good use of 
the station’s rear-screen projection 
in some spots. Hugh Rogers’ ai- 
rection was spotty but the camera 
fluffs were the kind that can be 
easily corrected in subsequent 
shows. Stal. 


HANK LADD SHOW 
With Ladd, Jackie Gleason, Carol 
Bruce (4), The Tattler, Antoin- 
ette Gilkey, Beb Dickson 
Producer: Rod Erickson 
Director: William H. Brown, Jr. 
Writers: Al Singer, Tom Adair, 
Ernie Glucksman 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
ARROW SHIRTS (14 Stations) 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Young & Rubicam) 
The Arrow show, which head- 





Half-hour offering repre-| 


MOREY AMSTERDAM SHOW 

With Amsterdam, Mary Raye and 
Naldi, Vic Damone, Art Carney, 
Johnny .Guarnieri. Orch;. Don 
Russell, announcer 

Producer: Amsterdam 

Director: David P. Lewis 





Supervisor: Frank Bunetta 
Settings: Russell Patterson 
Writers: Amsterdam, Lou Meltzer 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 
DU MONT TELESETS (27 Sta- 
tions) 
DuMont, from New York’ 
(Buchanan) 

The Morey Amsterdam show, 
‘which was first dropped by CBS- 
TV, then bid for by the network, | 
has wound up on DuMont with very | 
few changes. Because of CBS ob-— 
jections, Golden Goose Cafe has 
been renamed the Silver Swan and 
Art Carney, doorman stooge in the 
CBS edition, has been reclassified 
as a waiter. Both are still just as 
funny. 

A good helping of Amsterdam’s | 
material borders on the old hat, | 
but he garners plenty laughs from | 
stock gags because of his brash, | 
uninhibited, zany approach: His' 
“Vak-a-Puk” tune, for instance, is 
a radio and disk familiar, but re- | 
furbished with a few new verses | 
it’s good low-and-middle-brow 
comedy. Skits involving Carney 
were highspots. A smart foil for 
Amsterdam, Carney catches a 
Chaplinesque quality with his 
shuffle, small mustache 
repartee. 

Russell Patterson’s unobstrusive 
nitery setting permits flexible 
camera work and feeling of inti- 
macy. Fact that stage is in center 
of the club avoids use of curtains 
and keeps the audience in view 
without requiring cutting to an- 





| 


other camera. Guests on the preem | 


were well chosen. Vic Damone, 
unveiling his new nose, gave 4a 
standout rendition of ‘So In Love” 
and Mary Raye and Naldi were 
slick in a ballroom routine. Jackie 
Suzann, as a cigaret-gal, had a 
droll baseball sequence and added 
to the club atmosphere. With 
a little more attention to scripting, 
show should draw a top renee 
ril. 


Pa HOTEL SHOW 
| With Moke & Poke, Tim Herbert, 

Vickee Richards, Chet Clark, 
| Pedro & Olga, Ray & Ayres, 


| Harry Prime; “Happy” Waters, | 


emcee; Don Lane orch 
| Producer: Harold Goldman 
| Director: Herbert Fine 
60 Mins.; Sun, 10 p.m. 
AMERICAN SHOPS 
WATV, Newark 

The borscht circuit hit video 
Sunday (24) when WATV, Newark, 
| handled an hour-long variety show 





and sly | 


lined Phil Silvers, abetted by Jack | from the Goldman Hotel, Pleasant- 
Gilford, has been completely re-| dale, N.J. From a novelty stand- 


star, Hank Ladd. The vet radio) of viewers’ attention, but talent- 
comic, who is in “Along Fifth | wise it offered little competition 
Avenue on Broadway, brought in | to top variety shows on other TV 
Jackie Gleason and Carol Bruce’! oytlets. 
from his current legit vehicle for Emceed by “Happy” Waters, the 
the preem of this new , vaudeo. | cast lineup included some seven 
Lineup on the new stanza is stand-!| acts of which the Negro comedy 
ard TV fare, Ladd working before | team of Moke & Poke is perhaps 
closed curtains and introing the | the best known. 
acts. But the comic’s savvy in tim-| familiar terp routines and their 
ing and anecdotage makes him /comic mugging registered fairly 
more than just another emcee. One | well despite the apparent trouble 
good routine was his insulting the the cameraman had in focusing 
sound engineers, who then cut him | the duo. 
off the air, and another was a Sa- Production-wise, the turns suf- 
tire on Tennessee Williams’ plays. | fered from a drab stage located in 
Standout segment was a skit in, the spot’s Gold Room. A _back- 
which Gleason spoofed “The Lost; ground drop, prominently  in- 
Weekend” as a five-year-old mop- scribed with the legend, “Goldman 
pet who gets plastered on soft Hotel—15 Miles from New York,” 
drinks. Takeoff clicked with Glea- | became especially monotonous as_ 
son guzzling milk shakes and cokes, | the hour wore on. Its effect was 


Lads did their | 








REX MARSHALL 


Emcee-Narrator-Announcer 


“Why don’t I see Rex Marshall 
doing the WPIX news anymore?” 

“He left there—free lancing now.” 

“Oh—how’s he doing?” 

“Got two top shows — ‘SUS- 
PENSE’ on CBS-TV, Tuesday 


nights for Autolite, and ‘WHO SAID 
THAT,’ Saturdays, on NBC-TV for 
Crosley.” 
ARTISTS SERVICE 
SChuyler 4-5700 








LADIES BE SEATED 
With Tom Moore, 
studio participants 
Producers: Moore, Patton 
Director: Greg Garrison 
30 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from Chicago 
Tom Moore transfers his femme 
following to television in this pre- 
miere of “Ladies Be Seated” with 
a minimum of fuss and a maximum 


of laughs. Moore employs his 
tested radio routine of stunts, 
quizzes and prizes in a sure-fire hit 
, show for a mixed audience. From 
the opening shot, when Moore 
tosses a simulated bucket of water 
|in the direction of the camera, to 
ithe last stunt, a Granny Be-Bop 
contest, there are few dull mo- 
ments. 


Opening quiz had three femmes 
| from audience guessing identity of 
| historical personality. Boy and girl 
were blindfolded with football hel- 
mets and went through apple-on- 
a-string contest. Three women 
staged a quiz, using assorted noise- 
| makers to indicate correct answer. 
| Two husbands raced against time 
'to don women’s clothing. 


Format relies chiefly upon view- 


Phil Patton, 





formatted and fitted out with a new point, the initial layout was worthy | ers’ age-old impulse to belly laugh 


at antics of uninhibited elders. Fun 
is generally harmless and clean, 
and should appeal heartily to a 
family audience. 


Moore is successful in his tested 
radio role of latter-day Pied Piper. 
Femme participants leap willingly 
to follow his every tune. Phil Pat- 
ton ably assists in arranging props 
and confusing stunters generally. 


Only sticker in program is the 
problem confronting tele give- 
away of how much time to allow 
video display of prizes. In this 
show, there are so many prizes pic- 
tured that it becomes a moot point 





in the program schedule. Mart. 








AL MORGAN SHOW 
Director: Don Cook 


weaving down Third Avenue, and | the same as if one were to put on! 30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
finally, hit by the DT’s, scared wit-| a show against the Burma Shave | TELE-TRONICS, HELSINGS 


less by a Mickey Mouse. | sign in any ballpark. 


WGN-TV, from Chicago 
(Jones-Frankel) 


Baseball—A Dim View 


The opening week of the season has been enough to show there 
is no improvement in the camera work of televised baseball by the 
three Manhattan stations. The local outlets continue to provide 


video’s cramped version of the national game. For CBS and Du- 
Mont this is the third full season of doing big league ball. WPIXx 
(Daily News) replaced NBC late last summer and so is currently 
on its first full schedule from the Polo Grounds. . 


The key to the situation remains the camera director. The 
fact that all three stations are missing at least 10 plays a game is 
his fault. The reason for this is that the directors are trying to 
confine the game to the pitcher’s box and the plate. This means 
closeups and closeups bring camera switches and camera switches 
are half the reason for missed plays. The other 50% is because 
the camera can’t move fast enough to follow the ball when limited 
by the narrow field of a closeup lens. 


One solution is the medium shot which permits a wider view 
of the field, means less panning of the camera and makes it easier 
for both viewer and cameraman to follow the play. But the direc. 
tors make this angle a second choice and use it much too seldom. 
They don’t even widen the field when there are men on base, and 
their theory that every out at first base must have its closeup means 
that if there’s an overthrow the camera is unprepared and the play 
is completely lost to the viewer. In four of every five instances 
a ball hit past the infield means a camera switch is necessary and 
by the time the change is made the viewer can’t tell if the ball 
went past, through, or over the infielder. So the looker then 
depends on the narrator to tell him what happened. And when 
the announcer is the source of information on a telecast the pic- 
ture is falling down on the job. 


The only improvement in local televised baseball is on the an- 
nouncing side. In their third season the stations have finally come 
up with narrators who know what they’re talking about. All of 
which is putting the cart before the horse because the camera 
director is the guy who makes or breaks the telecast. This is es- 
pecially marked regarding Red Barber who splits his Dodger time 
between WCBS-TV and WMGM. When Barber is on AM (WMGM) 
he’s his own boss. The broadcast goes where he wants it to go, 
That’s not so on TV. When Barber moves over to CBS he goes 
where the picture goes because he must talk about what’s on that 
screen. The camera director is head man, but as far as the viewer 
is concerned it would be better if Barber were at the control 
board telling the director what views to pick. Let someone else do 
the narration. 

It is remarkable how little imagination and thought is evidenced 
throughout a baseball telecast. This department has never seen 
any director on any station do other than follow a relief pitcher 
from the bullpen to the box and through his warmup tosses, the 
worst stagewait in all television. And when the scoreboard is 
flashed no announcer has ever been heard to do anything except 
read the figures on the board. Exactly as if the viewer had never 
seen a scoreboard or couldn't read. 

Television’s approach to baseball has been and still is wrong. 
Instead of being one of the easiest games to get into the camera 

. the directors have made it the hardest. A baseball audience is an 
informed audience. It knows its game. This is why no camera 
director is going to fool anybody trying to cover up via “technique” 
at the control board. If the play’s the thin® so is the game. 
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tubes hooked to a_ vibraphone, 
which glowed when the _instru- 
ment was played. It was impres- 


Fred Waring’s Show (CBS-TV 
9-10 p.m.) Sunday nights marks a 
new milestone in television. Fill- 





> 





ing a full hour on a.m. radio with 
music almost exclusively and keep- 
ing it entertaining is child’s play 
compared to doing the same thing 
on video. Yet, Waring does it and 
does it well. His show figures to 
be successful—as successful as 
such shows can be. It depends 
only on how long he can go on 
cudgeling his or somebody else’s 
brains for suitable material and 
combinations of the huge amount 
of talent contained in his Penn- 
sylvanians. 





whether they make a serious dent | 


Miss Bruce pleased as a tele- 
enic thrush, particularly with “St. 
ouis Blues.” Tattlers were used 
effectively to open the program and 
in original vocal numbers. Danc- 
ing sequences were provided by 
Antoinette Gilkey, who was paired 
with singer Bob Dickson. Show 
stacks up as a somewhat more ur- 


bane package than its predecessor. | 


Bril. 


TED STEELE SHOW 
With Ted Steele orch, Helen Wood 
& Michael Rich, Nola Da:, Mardi 
Bryant, Charles Danford 
Producer: Doris Brooks 
Directors: Leonard Valenta, Frank 
Bunetta 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
DU MONT Telesets (19 Stations) 
DuMont, from N. Y. 
(Buchanan) 
DuMont, after several false 
starts, has come up with a winner 
in the vaudeo sweepstakes in the 
newly-revised “Ted Steele Show.” 
Half-hour program, formerly aired 
Sunday nights, has been brought 
over to the Tuesday lineup as re- 
placement for the now-defunct 
“Schoolhouse,” under sponsorship 
of DuMont Telesets. Judging from 
the intitaler last Tuesday (19), pro- 
ducer Doris Brooks (Steele’s wife) 
has a surefire format. If the preem 
(Continued on page 40). 


|out in delivering some tired gags 


‘ Tim Herbert knocked himself | 
/and bounced back with a mild tap | 


routine as a finale. Songstress 
| Vickee Richards was so-so on a 
pair of pops. Camera treated her 
| better as a iong shot. Harmonica 


player Chet Clark was fair in| 


mouthing three tunes including a 
brisk ‘12th St. Rag.” 

| Pedro & Olga contributed a 
|mediocre ballroom routine. Ray 
& Ayres unwrapped several imper- 
sonations of Hollywood stars that 
failed to rise above the ordinary. 
One of the lads showed promise 


| 


|in crooning “If I Didn’t Care,” in) 


the Ink Spots’ idiom, and “That’s 
My Desire,” a la Frankie Laine. 


| Asa windup for the layout, warbler 
Harry Prime, who looked as though 


he had no makeup, did a passable 


|““Powder Your Face with Sun- 


shine.” 

New Sunday night series is bank- 
rolled by the American Shops, a 
Newark men’s clothing establish- 


ment, which assumes the time and 
Goldman Hotel | 


production costs. 
supplies the talent, most of which 
appears at the resort. Frequent 
plugs for American, both visual 
and aural, emphasize “That Holly- 
wood Look.” A _ typical resort 
emcee, Waters was a trifle op- 
timistic in casually observing “this | 
(the show) beats the mountains!” 

Gilb. | 


‘as “Jealousy,” 
' “Clouds,” “Sioux City Sue,” “Once 


Al Morgan show is a dual-spon- 
sored event by Helsings Vodvil 
Lounge and Tele-Tronics, in which 


pianist Morgan runs through a 
dozen numbers, with vocals to 
match, in a 30-minute, one-man 
| performance. 

Big feature of this show is Mor- 
gan’s personality, and a colorful, 
| flailing technique on the keyboard. 
| He accomplishes a tough job with 
/a maximum display of energy that 
will keep viewers glued to the 
screen. Numbers caught were an 
agreeable medley of such standbys 
“Jealous Heart,” 


in a While,” and “That’s Peggy 
O'Neill.” 

There are no slow spots in this 
show, as long as Morgan is per- 
forming. He keeps up a fast pace 
of songs, and mixes in enough 
winks, nods and grins to pleasantly 
exhaust an audience. 


Commercials are handled in two 
ways: camera cut-ins to the spon- 
sor’s products, which are _ intelli- 
gently inoffensive, and a_ large 
printed placard in front of Mor- 
gan’s stand, which looks cheap and 
unnecessary. 

Camera changes are few and 


simple, most of the action being. 


closeup. Mart, 


That it isn’t easy to keep the 
ball rolling for 60 minutes was ob- 
vious several times this broadcast 
(24), the second in Waring’s series 
for General Electric. But the 
lapses, particularly Stuart 
Churchill’s “Widdecombe Fair,” 
were smothered by the good things, 
the outstanding one of which was 
Daisy Bernier’s ““A—You're Ador- 
able” routine. She displays im- 
mense charm for the camera. 
Naturally, the tune was spun from 
a schoolroom scene, using three 
male vocalists as foils. 

Perhaps the foremost reason for 
'the show’s entertainment, aside 
|from the talent, is the judicious 
/use of cameras. They are cut in 
_and out to various performers and 
|into montages very smartly. There’s 
| one that focuses on Waring’s kisser 
when he has his back turned to the 
| audience while directing. In these 
| shots, Waring appears too obvious- 
ly anxious to give viewers a peek 
inside; he invariably accents his 
| methods of direction when he re- 
| alizes he’s in focus. 
| About midway, Waring uses the 

lone idea that breaks up the mus!- 
cal formula. It’s a dance contest, 
using teams of the calibre of the 

Harvest Moon Ball terpers. They 
| draw prizes from GE. It’s good. 
| Waring’s m.c’ing is uniformly 
| good. This show he read contra- 
| dicting excerpts of fan mail on his 
first broadcast. (Some of the “fan 
mail” sounded like critical quotes). 
| He handled it well, but went over- 
| board on explaining to listeners 
the position of cameras, etc. That 
added too much to his conversa- 
‘tion. One other thing: the lighting 

is n.s.g. It’s no doubt extremely 
difficult to do a job on such a huge 
organization in full stage shots, but 
for closeups of quartets, etc., the 
lighting is flat, drab. 

| GE’s commercials are smartly 
ihandled. One -had fluorescent 





sive entertainment-wise as well as 
a plug. 





Martha Raye, on the basis of 
her guest shot Tuesday night (19) 
on NBC-TV’s “Texaco Star Thea- 
tre,” has a TV spot of her own cut 
out for her any time she wants to 
take it. Comedienne practically 
stole the show from Milton Berle 
with her zany singing, mugging 
and other antics, proving once 
again that a performer trained in 
| vaude, niteries and films can make 
| the switch to video with ease. She 
'was on in her single spot for a 
‘full seven minutes longer than 
| scheduled, forcing Berle to rush 
the remainder of the program, and 
he didn’t make it. Closing com- 
mercial cut in at the beginning of 
the final skit. 

Berle was par and managed to 
|avoid the threatened inroads of 
| Miss Raye. Off to an unfortunate 
| start because of a production snafu 
'on his initial entry, he caught up 
fast and, with the exception of 
_Miss Raye’s solo, did his usual top 
| Stint with the other acts, which 
| were few because of the comed- 
ienne’s lingering on camera. Three 
Rockets, colored dance team, open- 
_ed with some excellent tapstering, 
'impressing particularly with their 
|fast leaps and splits. They over- 
'stayed, however. Basil Rathbone 
then participated in a Sherlock 
‘Holmes skit with Berle and Miss 
Raye, which emerged funnier via 
some fluffed lines by all three and 
Berle’s attempt to speed. Ben 
Yost’s Guardsmen started the final 
number, which was to have spotted 
Berle, Miss Raye and Rathbone in 
the tramp costumes used by the 
first two when they appeared with 
the Guardsmen several years at the 
Carnival, N. Y., nitery. Only 
oie however, had time to make 
“it. 








“Admiral Broadway Revue,” 
which had been sailing smoothly 
the last couple of weeks, relapse 
slightly into a sporadic production 
Friday night (22) via NBC-TV-Du- 
Mont. With a theme based on & 
county fair, some of the skits were 
funny while the others fell fart 
short. There were enough novel 
material and imaginative ideas, 


however, to bring the production 
out on the winning end. 

“County Fair” dance at the start 
| (Continued on page 40) 
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FCC ‘Hoodwinked’ on Freeze? 


Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D.-Col.), 


; Washington, Apri} 26. 
in his speech on communica- 


tions last week in Congress, charged that the FCC was hoodwinked 
by powerful industry conniving into making the television freeze 
necessary and delaying expansion into the ultra high frequencies. 


The senator explained: 


royalty tribute from all other 


“A large corporation, holding control of 
basic patents on transmitting and receiving equipment, 


collecting 


manufacturers, and owning five 


television stations favorably located in the largest cities, has com- 


pelling economic reasons for 


freezing television allocations and 


standards until the time is ripe for the shift. 
“It needs time and opportunity to build a nationwide network: 
it wants time and opportunity to merchandise millions of receiv- 


ing sets. 
announce that television is ready 


ming of the cream would begin. 


Then, when an obliging Commission would agree and 


for a new day, the second skim- 
The Commission apparently is 


naive enough to believe that monopoly is avoided because patents 
are freely licensed; they do not appear to understand that if the 
timing of each step can be influenced, the selfish objective of 
monopoly control has been effectuated.” 


Earlier in his address, Johnson 


mission acceptance all down the line” 


stated that RCA “had won Com- 
in pulling for black-and- 


white television in the present band. 








Catholics See Unlimited Possibilities 
For Church in AM and TV Programs 


Wilmington, Del., 
The third annual meeting of the 
Catholic Broadcasters Assn. will he 
held at Notre ‘Dame Univ., South 
Bend, Ind., July 29-31, with repre- 
sentatives present from some 90 
dioceses in the U. S. Decision to 
hold the conference at that time 
was reached at a meeting of the 
board of directors in the Du Pont 
hotel, Du Pont, Del., last week 
(20). The board gathered there as 
a mark of recognition for the 
Catholic Forum of the Air, cele- 
brating its 10th anniversary on 
WDEL in Wilmington. First CBA 
convention was held at Fordham 
Univ. in the summer of 1947. Last 
year’s gathering was in Boston. 
Consensus at last week’s board 
of directors’ meeting was that “the 
possibilities and potentialities of 
radio and television for the Catho- 
lic church are unlimited.” Mon- 
signor Francis X. Sallaway, CBA 


chairman, urged that redoubled ef- | 


fort be made to present Catholic 
radio and television programs in 
every part of the country. Catho- 
lic radio is at present considered 
strongest in the east. Monsignor 
Sallaway expressed the opinion 
that the Catholic church has “a 
particularly rich field” o: drama, 
symbolism, liturgy and teachings 
to present via television. 


13-Week G&S Series Set 
By Canadian B’ casting 
For 34 Station Hookup 


Toronto, April 26. ° 
In a_ high-budgeted, 13-week 
summer series, commencing May 
3, the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
will launch a Gilbert & Sullivan 
lineup of one-hour programs to 
originate in CJBC, Toronto, and 
be carried over the 34 stations of 
the Dominion network. This will 
include certain G & S light operas 
seldom done. Triple threat as pro- 
ducer, writer and narrator is Er- 
nest Morgan, former Savoyards 
principal. The 26-piece orchestra 
and 20 mixed-voice chorus will be 
directed by Geoffrey Waddington. 
Principals are Edmund Hockridge, 
baritone; Jean Haig, soprano; Wil- 
liam Morton, tenor; Doreen Hulme, 
soprano: Eric Tredwell, baritone, 
and Nellie Smith, contralto. 
Schedule, at 8:30-9:30 EST. is: 
“Yeomen of the Guard,” May 3: 
“Tolanthe,”” May 10; “Princess Ida,” 
May 17: “H.M.S. Pinafore.’ May 
24; “Patience,” May 31; “Pirates of 
Penzance,” June 7; “Grand Duke,” 
June 14: “Sorcerer,” June 21; 
“Ruddigore,” June 28; “Gondo- 
liers,” July 5; “Utopia Limited,” 
July 12; “Mikado,” July 19; “Trial 
by Jury,” July 26. 








HALLICRAFTERS’ 7-M0O. NET 
Chicago, April 26. 

Hallicrafters Co. revealed a sev- 
en-month sales total of $10,314,966, 
and a net profit of $409,827. 

Prexy William J. Halligan an- 
nounced that his company will in- 
troduee a 16-inch, direct-view tele 
Set in May. 


April 26. + 





CBS Woos Statesmen 


CBS public affairs division, 
which got kudos from the press for 
its “You and the Hoover Commis- 
sion” series with ex-President 
Hoover, is going after other big 
names for similar week-long stints. 
Currently being wooed are Trygve 
Lie, UN Secretary General, and 
Bernard Baruch, U. S. elder states- 
man. 

“You And ” stanza is con- 
ducted by Lyman Bryson. 


Crime Shows 


 Rapped by DAR 


Washington, April 26. 


Daughters of American Revolu- 
tion last week ripped into. crime 
radio shows and “so-called” com- 
ics which “degrade.” Resolution 
passed by the Daughters declared 
in part: “Whereas, children and 
youths are growing up in a world 
under unnatural nervous tensions, 
created for them by crime stories, 
published and over the radio, and 
are beguiled by so-called comics 
which frequently degrade their 
taste and often their moral sense, 

“Resolved that the National So- 
ciety, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, commend those radio 
program directors and those pub- 
lishers who rejects the use of 
' pernicious influences and that the 
members of this Society be urged 
to demonstrate their deep concern 
for the welfare of today’s youth 
and protest to the sources of in- 








jurious comics and radio crime 
stories.” 
Earlier, the DAR radio com- 


mittee came through with high 
praise and thanks for 
plenty of free radio and video 
time for DAR programs. The re- 
port said the Daughters got over 
554 hours of free audeo-video time 
last vear. 


6 Top Orchs Cut Disks © 


For Veterans Shows 
Washington, April 26. 


Six top orchs have already cut 
platters for the “Here’s to Veter- 
ans” quarter-hour broadcast shows, 
Veterans Administration has an- 
nounced. They are Eddy Condon, 
Shep Fields, Louis Prima, Frankie 
Masters, Frankie Carle and Chuck 
Foster. Seven more bands have 
agreed to make records. 

The “Here's to Veterans” show 
is now carried gratis over 1.995 
AM and FM sstations, and VA is 
inviting stations to apply for the 
new series which begins in June. 
Under an agreement between VA 
and the Federation of Musicians, 
the bands donate their service. 
and their leaders read the infor- 
mational messages to the veterans 

jand their dependents. 





|-future is expected 
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MEAT TO INDIE 





PACKARERS, ChE FCC ‘Pawn of Big Radio Interests, Sez 
Sen. Johnson in Wide Critical Barrage 


Ld 


Anticipated domination of ra- 
dio by television in the predictable 
to open up a 
lush, new market for indie radio 
package outfits and transcription | 
companies.* That situation, para- 
doxical as it may seem, is based 
good logic, according to the 


| indies, who point to the fact that 
| TV will not make itself felt in the 


small towns and rural areas for 


| years to come. It is with stations 


in those areas, plus the key city 
indie outlets, that the market will 
be found. 

While it was generally felt at 
the recent National Assn. of Broad- 
casters convention in Chicago that 
tele will eventually supersede ra-| 


| dio,-most industryites were quick 


| 
| to 


li 


| ize 


| tion’s 


| importance 
| tion areas, 
to devote most of their 


| gram was wrapped up bv Davidson 


| 


point out that the indie sta- 
tions, which can afford to special- 
in such programming as disk 
| jockey shows, sports coverage, clas- 
sical music, etc., will continue to 
operate profitably. And, while it 
| estimated that TV at this time is 
| within reach of 40% of the na- 
population, the new stations 
coming on the air within the next 
several years will also be in the 
larger cities and thus be confined 
basically to the same coverage 
areas. For that -reason, conse-! 
quently, small town and rural ra- 
dio stations should continue to 
prosper for some time. 


Nets Absorbed in TV 


Most of these new AM stations | 
are now serviced by the major ra- 
dio networks. As tele grows in| 
in the larger popula- 
the nets are expected 
time and 
programming energies to TV. 
While they may continue to feed 
| programs to their present AM af- 
filiates, the very fact that TV will 
furnish both them and the ad agen- 
cies, most of their broadcast in- 


| come is expected to preclude their 


spending too much_money on cre- 
ating new AM shows. Thus, the! 
indie packagers’ and transcription | 
companies think they'll be able to| 
make a killing either by building | 
shews directly for the webs or | 
feeding programs via e.t.’s directly | 
to the small town outlets. 


Behind their reasoning, too, is! 
the present fight among the webs | 


‘for programming honors, touched | 


“CBS Pipeline’ on World 


providing | 


off by the CBS talent raids last | 
fall and winter. As a result of the| 
program shakeup among the webs, 
they have turned their top talents 
to creating new shows now. Indie) 
packagers believe they will eventu-| 
ally consume practically all their 
ideas and personalities. When that 
time comes, which the indies be- 
lieve will coincide with the take- 
over of the broadcasting industry 
by TV, it will be ripe for the pack- 
agers to step ir and clean up. 








Events to Preem Soon 


New CBS package designed as 
a round-robin discussion on world 
events by top correspondents of 
the web throughout the world was 
auditioned this week and looks set 
for an early preem. 


Titled “CBS Pipeline.” the pro- 





Taylor’s Public Affairs department. 
Basic idea is to have CBS report- | 


ers in New York., London and | 
Washington discuss two or three | 
top news stories each week. with 


correspondents from other parts of 
the world piped in whenever the 
story calls for their eye-witness 
views. 


ALLENTOWN’S 4TH PREEMS 
Allentown, Pa., April 26 

WAEB, an ABC outlet, went on} 
the air here a week ago (15) after | 
it received final approval from the | 
FCC. 

This city now has four radio sta- | 
tions, the others being WSAN, af- 
filiated with NBC. and WHOL, with 
CBS, while WKAP is independent. 
There also: is an FM_ station, 
WFMZ, which carries some Con- 
tinental Network shows. 





H BIZ AKEAD 


| Sion 


‘decisions which do not 
| with 





WBAL to Hold All-Day 


Auction for Cancer Drive 
Baltimore, April 26 

A mammoth all-day radio and 
television auction will be held over 
WBAL and WBAL-TV Saturday 
(30), as windup of Maryland’s cam- 
paign to raise $230,000 for the 
cancer drive. 

Articles to be sold will be shown 
on television and described on the 
radio. WBAL-TV will devote its 
entire day to the auction which 


will conclude shortly before mid- 


night Saturday. The sale will start 
as soon as-WBAL opens its broad- 
cast early Saturday morning. Spe- 
cial operators will be on hand to 
receive bids and donations. Staff 
and radio personnel, as well as 
public figures and leading citizens, 
will act as auctioneers. 


Johnson Blast 





Prods Superpower 


|} the Communications 


Washington, April 26. 
Sen. 


jing attack on the Federal Com- 


| munications Commission last week, 


as bitter a diatribe as has been 
made in Congress against a Fed- 
eral agency in many a moon, is 
regarded in government circles as 
more important for its motives 


Washington, April 26. 

Sen. Edwin C. Johnson (D,, 
Col.), chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Interstate & Foreign 
Commerce, threw in everything 
but the kitchen sink in his crack- 
down on the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission last week on the 
floor of the Senate. Accusing the 
agency of being a pawn of big in- 
terests in radio and television and 
of shirking its responsibilities, the 
Senator called for a housecleaning, 
a shuffling of staff personnel, a re- 


| organization of procedures, and an 


| port on Communications,” 


end to absenteeism by Commis- 
sioners. 
The speech, a 12,000 word “Re- 


was be- 
lieved to be an interpretation of 
recent data supplied by the Com- 
mission in answer to a request by 
Sen. Johnson. 

Not since the Cox committee be- 
gan its investigation in the House 
five years ago has the Commission 
been subjected to such a barrage 
of charges as Johnson leveled in 
his Senate speech. The Senator 


| specifically charged that: 


Edwin C. Johnson's scorcb- | 


than for the legitimacy of the criti- | 


cism. Few people here 


believe | 


that FCC is as bad as-the Senator | 


from Colorado, who is chairman 


| of the important Committee on In- 


terstate and Foreign Commerce, 
would make it appear. The Sen- 
ator, in fact, hedged a bit in his 
hatcheting of the agency when he 
said he favored giving the Com- 
missioners higher pay and recog- 
nized that the staff has to be the 
|mainstay of operations as the chair- 
man “moves on to greener fields” 
|about the time he learns his job. 


Johnson apparently had_ two 
main purposes in his speech: (1) 
,to prevent the Commission from 


handing down a decision (due soon) 
in the clear channel case which 
would grant superpower to any 
station, and (2) to prod the agency 
into opening up expeditiously the 
ultra high frequencies for televi- 
sion and thus to insure the maxi- 
mum competition in the medium. 

The Senator is rabid on the sub- 
ject of superpower, as he has dem- 
onstrated time and again in vari- 
ous speeches. His opposition stems 
from his political constituency in 
that part of the west where small 
broadcasters have been long clam- 
oring for stronger signals to pro- 


vide reception to the so-called 
“white spaces” where primary 
service is not available. They do 
not want the distant clear chan- 


nel stations, which have been ask- 
ing for 750kw power to reach the 
area, to serve the territory with 
programs ostensibly geared for 
their metropolitan audiences. 

If Johnson's information as to 
the imminence or nature of the 
clear channel decision is correct 
few persons at the Commission 
seemed to know it. A _ key offi- 
cial insisted that the decision was 
still some time away and that the 
outcome has not been determined 

There are people in the Commis- 
who agree with Johnson that 
social and economic considerations 
should be given greater weight in 
deciding the clear channel issue 
than purely technical determina- 
tions. For those who oppose su- 
perpower and who may be inclined 
to favor duplicating the clears. 
Johnson’s speech gives strong sup- 
port. For others who may be 
willing to allow superpower if the 
technical findings so indicate, the 
Senator's stand is ared light. And 
his strong attack on the Commis- 
sion, whether justified or not, is 
believed to put the agency in a 
defensive position in making any 
find favor 
influential anti-monopoly 
members of Congress. 


1. The Commission, instead of 
encouraging competition in broad- 
casting stations, as required by 
Act, is per- 
mitting monopoly to develop and 


thrive. 


2. The agency is bogged down 
by red tape, is the captive of its 
staff, and its staff is, in turn, the 
captive ‘of the high and the mighty 
in the very industry the Commis- 
sion was created to regulate.” 

Wholesale Absenteeism 

3. Absenteeism has reached such 
a stage “that when the chairman 
(Coy) is not making a speech in 
some distant city he is busy pre- 
paring one.” The Commission “is 
just not on the job enough.” 

4. The Commission employs de- 
vious procedures in its regulatory 
operations which leave certain ap- 
plicants and licensees waiting in 
uncertainty for years for decisions 

(Continued on page 40) 





Voice of Argentina 


Premiere Snafued; 
ABC B’ caster Balked 


Montevideo, April 12. 


Expected to tee off April 1, a 
halt was called in the inaugura- 
tion of the Voice of Argentina 
shortwave service organized at 
Radio Mundo by the Peron gov- 
ernment which is intended toe 
reach all America and most parts 
of Europe. Technical snags, and 
delay in government financing, are 
blamed. 

The new shortwave international 
division of Radio Mundo is to be 
under direction of ex-announcer 
Jorge Homar del Rio, who trav- 
elled to the U. S., Cuba and Mexico 
in 1947-48 to study similar di- 
visons of the NBC, CBS, ABC and 
Azcarraga. Mundo’s_ shortwave 
channels LRX and LRU will be 
beamed especially at the U. S. and 
other Latin - American countries 
and new transmitter equipment 
for additional shortwave outlets 
has already arrived in the Argen- 
tine from the U. S. 

Broadcasts will 


be in English, 


French, Portuguese and Spanish. 
Local radio circles feel some 


doubts as to the competency of the 
voices and accents picked by the 
not very internationally - minded 
moguls in the Argentine radio set- 
up. There is a feeling that the an- 
nouncers picked for each language 
got the jobs on the strength of 
political recommendations. 
Meanwhile, as shortwave chan- 
nels and available studios are be- 


ing reserved for the Argentine 
Voice broadcasts, the American 
Broadcasting Co.’s commentator, 
Herbert M. Clark, who has used 


Radio Mundo’s facilities for a num- 
ber of years, to broadeast to the 
U. S. from Argentina, found only 
a few davs ago that an order had 
gone forth that in future he is te 
be denied these facilities. 
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a sharp reflection of NBC Television 





reveals more network advertisers, 


more top-rated programs, 





and far more sponsored hours 





than any other television network. 








b 
¥ 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 27, 1949 





34 RADIO REVIEWS 


RICHARD DIAMOND, PRIVATE 

DETECTIVE 
With Dick Powell, Ed Begley, Vir- 

ginia Gregg 
Writer: Blake Edwards 
Director: William P. Rousseau 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 

Moving into the spot vacated by 
Horace Heidt’s switch to a late 
Sunday evening time, “Richard 
Diamond, Private Detective” is cut 
along a standard pattern for pri- 
vate eye sagas. It’s fast and slangy, 
with more accent placed on frank 
violence than fine plot- develop- 
ments. Like other tough-guy air- 
ers, the script crackles with im- 
probable metaphoric dialog such 
as: “My nerves were popping like 
firecrackers on the Fourth.of July.” 

Show is slambang all the way 
with shorthand ciphers used in 
place of characterizations But 
dialers know this language intl- 
mately and won't have any trouble 
in picking out the hero from the 
heavies even though their morals 
and vocabulary are virtually indis- 
tinguishable. Nothing surprising 
occurs in these pat yarns but they 
still manage to generate excite- 
ment since, in their own way, the 
private eyes have become a mod- 
ern folk myth whose exploits never 
tire through repetition. 

Dick Powell, in the lead, plays 
sharply, handling his lines well and 
tossing in some casual crooning at 
one or two spots where the action 
slows down. On the preem stanza 
(24), there were three killings, a 
couple of attempted murders, the 
usual shellacking of Powell and 
one auto crackup, all linked to- 
gether by musical bridges and 
crashing sound effects. A good sup- 
porting cast filled in the stereo- 
types with human voices. Herm. 


AGAINST THE STORM 
With Roger de Koven, Katherine 
Raht, Joan Tompkins, Ethel 
Owen, Eddie Mayhoff, Elliott 
Reid 
Writer: Sandra Michael 
Producer-Director: John Gibbs 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
PHILIP MORRIS CO. 
MBS, from N.Y. 
(Cecil & Presbrey) 
“Against The Storm,” Sandra 
Michael’s blue-ribbon serial which 
has come back to the airlanes after 
a long layoff, still ranks among the 
best daytime dramas on radio. Miss 
Michael is a superior scripter with 
a novelist’s feeling for character 
Shadings and development, which 
has consistently set her work apart 
from and above the general run 
of soap operas. The current serial 
also has the advantage of a first- 
rate production, a cast of solid 


thespers and effective musical 
backgrounds. 
The current serial, however, | 


does not rate with the original 
program. The latter's grappling 
with the urgent problems of life 
has turned into the pabulum of the 
daily soapers. While the lines are 
still literate, the content is tinged 
with a pat quality which tips off 
the dialers that whatever tears may 
be shed, there'll be a happy end- 
ing. 

The current story is concerned 
with a professor in some New 
England 
retirement when he reaches the 
age of 65 in a few months. In the 
offing are romantic tangles involy- 
ing-his young daughter. As far as 
can be seen, a struggle between 
the liberal faculty members and 
the college’s conservative board 
of trustees is developing over the 
retention of the professor beyond 
the mandatory retirement age. It 
is an absorbing yarn which, how- 
ever, ls conventienal in pattern and 
holds little promise of depicting 
realistically an actual slice of 
modern life. Herm. 
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urban phone homes are subject to 


errors as high as 40°? in both 
directions,” Nielsen says, “because 
programs vary in popularity 


among homes of different types.” 

Nielsen adds, “the sample is first 
selected with utmost care and then 
remains fixed, except for an un- 
avoidable turnover of about 20%. 
A fixed sample provides highly 
accurate trends and permits fol- 
lowing each home continuously.” 

According to Nielsen, a rating 
is projectable only when five con- 
ditions are met. The require- 
ments he lists are: (1) basic data 
from homes must be indisputably 
accurate; (2) sample homes must 
be truly representative; (3+ listen- 
ing habits must not be altered; (4) 
samples must be adequate in size: 
and (5) data from each broadcast 
must pertain to that broadcast, not 
to previous broadcasts of the 
same program. 


college who is facing | 


MEET THE MENJOUS 
With Adolphe Menjou, Verree 

Teasdale (Menjou); Russ Dunbar, 

announcer 

Producer: Herbert Gordon 
' Director: Henry Hayward 
| 15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:15 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, N.Y. 

Film actor Adolphe Menjou and 
his actress-wife Verree Teasdale 
are a commendable addition to the 
“Mr. and Mrs.” breakfast show 
list. A couple of literate, sensible 
and agreeable people, they have 
something to say and a neat way 
of saying it. Recorded series, 
judged by Monday's (25) opener, 
should make a dent in competitive 
airers and draw its share of 
audience. WOR’s other “Mr. and 
Mrs.” show, “Dorothy and Dick,” 
runs 8:15 to 9, with a 15-minute 
news program breaking the spell. 

Duo has the glamor of the 
Menjou film name as an initial 
asset. But they'll hold their audi- 
ence on basis of subject matter, 
and an easy, cultivated, informal 
style of delivery. Talk is inform- 
ative, to the point, and devoid of 
much of the “Mr. and Mrs.” tripe. 
Opening program covered a lot of 
ground, from a discussion of the 
effect of kids’ radio programs on 
youngsters (the Menjous have a 
12-year-old son, Peter); through 
comic books, the film “Hamlet,” 
European film imports, blocked 
film funds, and filming abroad, to 
the effect of the last-named on 
labor here. The program must 
have been a breath of fresh air to 
jaded morning listeners. Bron. 











Fancy Coin 


/'THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON 

With Kay Halle 

Producer-Writer: Miss Halle 

15 Mins., Sun., 4:30 p.m, 

BRUSH DEVELOPMENT CO. 

WGAR, Cleveland 
(McCann-Erickson } 


Kay Halle reports the news with 
a Cleveland angle from Washing- 
ton. It’s a recorded 15-minute 
session utilizing the tape machine 
developed by Brush.. Miss Halle, 
a reporter of wide experience and 
acquaintance in top-brass circles, 
makes use of~ her background 
through interviews to bring out 
the news of the week. 


Program and engineering-wise, , 


the.session isn’t too hard to take. 
Miss Halle has a nice mike tech- 
nique and carries through with a 
series of hard questions to elicit 


factual information for her listen- | 
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Billy Rose, as Tex McCrary said 
Sunday noon, not only is a good 
reporter but himself makes news. 
This was evidenced in the highly 
interesting capsule by the show- 
man-globetrotter, just back from a 
'342 month round-the-world Pan- 
Am hop. Rose’s columns of course 
will detail all the hot stuff, but he 
wire-recorded an excellent inter- 
view on the Hi Jinx (NBC) show, 
doubtlessly a personal tribute to the 
social relationship between the Mc- 
Crarys and the Roses. Among 
other things Rose threw away with 
the casualness of “Irish justice” 
was the fact he had a $100,000 per 























en Continued from page 25 


geles was the center for the big- 
gest radio earnings by singers, 
with one out of two earning more 
than $150 compared to $115 in 
New York and $80 in Chicago and 
|other cities. Actors got similar 
| pay in the three biggest centers, 
| one out of two getting $135 in New 
York and $140 in Chicago and Los 
| Angeles. However, the  highest- 
paid fourth of the actors in Los 
Angeles earned over $310 while 
the top fourth in ‘New York re- 
ceived $265 and in Chicago $225. 

The great range in actors’ and 
singers’ earnings, the report ex- 
plained, is .accounted for by the 
freelance character of these per- 
formers’ employment. More than 
half of these artists, it was found, 
made only one or two broadcasts 
during the survey week while only 
10% to 15°% made six or more 
broadcasts. It was found that per- 
formers who earned the largest 
amounts per broadcast also tended 
to have the most work. 

The survey found that earnings 
of staff announcers and sound ef- 
fects artists were generally higher 
in 1947 than 1946, while among ac- 
tors and singers increases and de- 
creases roughly cancelled each 
other. Actors’ earnings rose in 


Los Angeles, dropped in New York" 


and Chicago, and stayed the same 
in other cities. Singers in New 
York earned less in 1947 than 1946 
but more in Chicago, Los Angeles 
and other cities. 
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tee permeme 
a director of Chi’s First National 
Bank; Ralph A. Bard, director of 
the Chicago Corp.and tormer Un- 
der-Secretary of the Navy; John I. 
Shaw, of Shaw-Isham & Co., and 
R. Douglas Stuart, a director of 
| the First National Bank and of sev- 
eral other corporations. 


Sindlinger said Radoa will even- 
tually be expanded nationwide but 
the company will concentrate on 
Philly for the present to save time 
and money on national operations 
by working out all the details of 
size of sample, forms of reports 
and type of data requested by cli- 
ents. N. Y. is second city on the 
timetable but won't be opened up 
for at least five months. With 
more than 200 homes now 
equipped with the device in Philly, 
the final sample will include more 
than 400. 





CENTRAL IOWA'S FM’er 
Des Moines. April 26. 

Iowa State College, Ames, Ia., 
will go on the air with an FM sta- 
tion July 1, with the 60-day testing 
period to start May 1. Broadcasts 
will be from 4:45 to 10 p.m. and 
will serye an area of from 70 to 90 
miles in central Iowa. 

It will be on a frequency chan- 
nel of 211 with 15,600 watts of ra- 
diated power. Richard Hull is sta- 

| tion director. 


week TV package for fall of 1950, 
which means a $5,000,000 budget 
to some advertiser—and he “has 
two bidders already,” it said here 
on this highly interesting Mr. and 
Mrs. program. 





“NBC Theatre” Sunday (24) 
dusted off “The Sky's the Limit,” 
with Fred Astaire handling the 
same role in the radio adaptation 
as he did in the original RKO 
film six years ago. This light- 
weight bit of romantic fluff involv- 
ing a fighter pilot home on fur- 
lough and a gal magazine photogra- 
pher may have been vastly amus- 
ing in 1943, but current tastes 
make it quite dated. Astaire was 
his usual debonair self in  por- 
traying the airman, while Sharon 
Douglas adequately held down the 
femme lead originally created by 
Joan Leslie. Show originated 
from Hollywood. 











Peabody Awards 


Continued from page 24 


ABC’s “You Bet Your Life.” The 
citation called him “the only man 
on the air who can work without a 
script and bat off a brilliant suc- 
cession of witticisms. He plays 
rough but his victims come off tbe 
mat with a grin.” 

In accepting the tribute, Marx 
returned the compliment by mak- 
ing his own award to the group as 
“The Best Peabody Awards Com- 
| mittee of 1949.” 


For outstanding entertainment in 








1 music the nod went to NBC for the 


NBC Symphony, the Orchestras of 
the Nation, and the First Piano 
Quartet. Outstanding educational 
program cited was ABC's “Com- 
munism—U. S. Brand.” Special 
educational citations went to the 
Rocky Mountain Radio Council, 
“which united commercial radio 
and education,” and to the Lowell 
Institute Cooperative Broadcasting 
Council, “which has recruited the 
ablest teachers and scholars for a 
‘series of invigorating programs.” 

CBS was kudosed for promoting 
international understanding, with 
special reference to Larry Leseuer, 
“Memo from Lake Success.” “Be- 
tween the Dark and Daylight,” “UN 
in Action,” “Crusade for Chil- 
dren,” “‘As Others See Us” and 
“An American Abroad.” A special 
citation went to WNEW. N. Y., for 
its “Little Songs About UN,” pub- 
lic service jingles “which utilize 
an unusual broadcasting technique 
in the interest of international un- 
derstanding.” 

For public service by a regional 
| Station, KNBC, San Francisco, was 
cited, because of its dramatic 
series on forest fires. Award for 
a local station went to WDAR, 
Savannah, for a program combat- 
ing juvenile delinquency. 





Des Moines—KIOA, Des Moines, 
gave up a 24-hour period April 14 
for the Polk county cancer fund 
campaign, waiving all commercials 
and its Mutual shows for the time. 
Contributions amounted to nearly 
1 $6,500. 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY .... 


Lawrence Fly answering Deak Aylesworth’s Look mag TV-slanted 
piece. He consulted with Ed Kobak, outgoing MBS prez, on the article 
_...Doug Coulter, former Foote, Cone & Belding radio topper, being 
touted as replacement for Phil Carlin as MBS program v.p. He worked 
with Frank White, incoming MBS prez, at CBS as program head 
Robert J. Guthrie joined NBC station relations as contract supervisor 

|. Robert D. Guthrie (no relation) exiting WNEW, with Nick Freyd- 
berg taking over as promotion-advertising director....Andre Baruch 
picked as emcee of Lucky Strike Hit Parade (NBC) and Luckies’ summer 
replacement for Jack Benny (CBS) ABC’s “Stop the Music” in past 
month has had breaks in five national mags. Dave Alber is flacking. 

Jane Tiffany Wagner, NBC education director, will chairman the 
workshop on radio at Electrical Women’s Round Table today (Wed.). 
| Other NBC participants to be Nancy Ann Woodard, research specialist, 
and announcer Radcliffe Hall ABC correspondent Pauline Frederick 
to sail May 6 for Europe. Her new daily news series will bow June 6 

Artie Shaw to guest on Leonard Feather’s WMGM jazz show to- 
morrow (Thurs.) ABC’s Milton Cross to emcee Hearst oratory tour- 
ney at Met Opera House May 2 Larry Holder, ex-Russell Birdwell, 
joined ABC flackery Walter Craig, Benton & Bowles AM-TV veepee, 
taking month’s vacation at Sea Island, Ga., on doctor’s orders. The 
case was diagnosed as televisionitis... Ted L. T. Steele, Coast head of 
Benton & Bowles, in and out of N. Y. last week for huddles with local 
agency execs....WMGM guested trade press at Ebbetts Field opener 
last week. Paramount Newsreel using clips of Dodger fans getting 
copies of the indie’s manual on preventing “Ebbetsmania.” 

ABC employees taking all-day fishing jaunt Saturday (30) Marty 
Goodman representing “I’d Like to See,” TV show dropped by Procter 
& Gamble -Elinor Abbey and Don Agger back from Toronto where 
they attended preem of soaper, “Brave Voyage,” which they are script- 
ing for Rinso Dan Schwartz, MBS nighttime flack, sails today (Wed.) 
for six-week jaunt through Europe Walter Lurie, Mutual’s new pro- 
gram development topper, heads for Coast to huddle with Pacific 
program toppers May 1 Burgess Meredith to do “One Sunday Aft- 
ernoon” on CBS’ “Ford TV Theatre’ May 16 Gunnar Bach, CBS 
Washington staffer, has prepped 30-minute report on compulsory health 








bill, giving opinions of British and U. S. doctors and laymen... . Paul 
Jonas, MBS sports director, huddled with Indianapolis Speedway execs 
last weekend on broadcast of the classic on Decoration Day... .Joe 


Franklin turning back the clock on his “Antique Record Shop” over 
WMCA. He goes back over the years and gives news and gossip as 
disk jocks might have done Martin Abramson, feature writer of 
former N. Y. Star, has joined “We the People” staff....Ed Murrow, 
CBS news analyst, elected to web’s board of directors Bouquet of 
tulips has been flown by Holland’s Amsterdam to DuMont’s Morey 
Amsterdam. 

Fred Allen’s “Allen’s Alley” theme has been rewritten by Al Good- 
man as a pop tune, “Carousel of Love’....Paul J. Geoffrey appointed 
Alaska sales manager by Pan American Broadcasting Co., station reps 
....*New York Is My Job,” taped interview stanza, tees off on WGHF 
tonight (Wed.)....Jay Windwer produces, Martie Bush directs 
WMGM supplying cuffo commercial jingles to sponsors on Lanny and 
Ginger Grey show. Buddy Lee Clothes first backer to pick up the 
offer....Alan Sands and Jess Kaplan, latter scripter, on Milton Berle’s 

TV show, have given their “Love ’Em or Leave ’Em” comedy package 
to General Artists Corp. for handling Art Linkletter.tells story of 
his career to Joe Faye in current True Story mag....Jackson Beck, 
who portrays WOR’s “Philo Vance,” is packaging an original radio 
show based on life in the Catskill Mountains....Mareus Cohn and 
Leonard Marks have been retained as: WNYC’s Washington reps. It’s 
first time municipal station has had direct D. C. legal representation. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Vino biz is on the upbeat again and Petri Wine will soon be back on 
Don Lee with ‘Casebook of Gregory Hood.” .. . Elmitt Eastcott, one- 
time program director at KGFJ, now directing promotion for ABC's 
western division ... KECA landed a drug chain for 10 quarter hours 
a week, which is fancy selling in these time when TV salesmen are 
pounding like mad .. . NBC waxed “The 13h Juror” with Vincent 
Price and Hans Conreid for summer duty . . .Ralph Edwards shoved off 
for Chicago for a solo airing of “‘This Is Your Life” ... “Breakfast in 
Hollywood” is now sold out to the hilt, with a third sponsor coralled 
.. . Adrian Samish blew into cut a record of George O’Hanion show as 
summer setup for Alan Young. He’s also talking to Dinah Shore and 
Jack Smith about next season’s plans ... Art Rush and Bill Lawrence 
have formed a partnership to produce and package shows for tele 

|. » « Lurene Tuttle over her virus confinement and back to her busy 

schedule .. . Buddy Clark came out of his surgery sound as a dollar 
and did last week’s Carnation show from a wheelchair . . . Bill Gogd- 
win in and out of NBC, testing for both his own radio and video shows 
. . . ABC’s Bob Kintner, Bob Hinckley and Bud Barry will stop over 
for a few days enroute to Frisco for the inaugural! of the net’s TV sta- 
tion there .. . Sam Hearn (Schlepperman) reviving his rural character 
on “Duffy’s Tavern” . Judy Canova will have her shows taped 
through June so she can embark on a personals tour which may take 
her to London for a Palladium date and a picture . . . The Simpson 
Twins, now in demand for guest shots, are Elvia Allman and Bea 
Benadaret. 

Dorothy Garner, AFRAN, has a couple of tele ideas making the 
rounds which are extra-curricular to her acting career... Lud Gluskin 
starts his 15th year with CBS next month. In all that time he has 
never been without at least two commercials, being about the busiest 
maestro in town... Dee Engelbach will direct the James Mason drama 
series for NBC, from the script by Jack Rubin . . . Jack Van Nostrand 
hustled east with high hopes of selling Jimmie Fidler for video 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Everett Mitchell, WMAQ farm commentator, getting doctor of let- 
ters June 6, and sponsor Funk Bros. has awarded him a gold watch 
..» WLC hoisting 20 young farm boys April 29 as winners of Future 
Farmers of America competition . . . Mutual midwest offices waging 
all-out warfare against sickness. Myrtle Goulet of traffic and Irene 
Pat of promotion down with flu; Trafficker Dick Reiff has chicken 
pox, and Jeanne Calhoun of traffic, measles publicity director George 
Herro is in Florida after a bout with flu... WBBM visitors were CBS 
v. p. Arthur H. Hayes, KCBS sales director Jules Dundes, and W EEI's 
Wilbur Edwards ... ABC flack chief Ell Henry on two-week motor trip 
through southeast. Craig Claiborne subs in his absence . . . WGN’S 
Virginia Gale interviewed “Mother of the Year” .. . Elizabeth Hart 
hosting author Ernestine Carey KBUR station manager G. B. 
McDermott in from Burlington, Ia., for ABC visit . Actor James 
Jewell making appearance on WBBM’s “Melody Lane.” , 

NBC’ers out of town include Chi net sales chief Paul MeCluer in 
Kansas City, Mo., salesman George Diefenderfer in Des Moines, and 
salesman Jim McEdwards in Cincinnati . .. WLS engineer Bill Keller 


addressed Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce last night (26) . - 
Mutual director of education and religion Elsie Dick in .for Chi visit 
... Lester Perrin, prexy of General Mills and Columbia U. protessor 
Dr. Thomas Briggs to be aired today (Wed.) via WNG . . .Bob Guilbert, 
Chi NBC continuity chief, in Omaha (29) for radio writing symposium 
... J. Warren McAlpine, director of North American service of Brit- 
; ish Broadcasting Corp., was guest of WBBM newscaster Julian Bentley. 
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ABC says: Thanks to 

World Video, Inc.,—to 

Cheryl Crawford, Elia Kazan 
and John Steinbeck—and to the 
many other talented people who 
have helped make this a prize- 
winning program, including: 


Jocelyn Brando 
Katherine Brush 
Mare Connelly 
Joan Copeland 
Donald Davis 
Mildred Dunnock 
Tom Ewell 
Rachel Field 
Bruce Gould 
Don Hanmer 
Will Hare 

Julie Harris 
Ernest Haycox 
Ben Hecht 
Steven Hill 

Jane Hoffman 
Norris Houghton 
Kim Hunter 


George Keane 


Dennis King 
Bambi Linn 
Mary MacArthur 
_ Daniel Mann 
William March 
E. G. Marshall 
Dorothy Mathews 
Ruth Matteson 
Kevin McCarthy 
Joan McCracken 
David Pressman 
Margaret Phillips 
Billy Redfield 
Martin Ritt 
William Saroyan 
Alex Segal 
Wilbur Daniel Steele 
Warren Stevens 
Fred Stewart 
John Sylvester 
Jessica Tandy 
James Thurber 
David Wayne 
Lois Wheeler - 
Dorothy Willard 
Tennessee Williams 
Cornell Woolrich 






ACTOR'S STUDIO wins Peabody Award 


The outstanding contribution to the art of television, reads the citation, for its uninhibited 
and brilliant pioneering in the field of televised drama. One of the top-rating dramatic 
shows in television, ACTOR’S STUDIO offers the right sponsor what is unquestionably 
the best buy in television: a Peabody Award-winning show... with a large, loyal, 
alert, ready-made audience... at a reasonable cost. TODAY call CIrcle 7-5700 for 


complete details. 


AB TELEVISION 


ABC Television Center e 7 West 66th St., N. Y.C. 


American Broadcasting Company 





P.S. In radio, too, ABC got a hefty hunk of Peabody honors. 
GROUCHO MARX was cited for “the best entertainment in comedy... he is the Dean 
of all wise-crackers in this country.” ABc’s documentary COMMUNISM-U. S. BRAND 
was acclaimed ‘‘radio’s outstanding educational program.’’. . . and ABC’s Savannah 
affiliate WDAR performed “‘the outstanding public service by a local station.” 
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Coast TV Outlets Plan No Summer 


Hollywood, April 26. + 


There will be no overall cut-! 
back in Coast television this sum-| 
mer though the Don Lee outlet, | 
KTSL. has already sliced its sched-" 
ule and high-budget programs for 


the summer months. KNBH re- 
main fairly static along with 
KTTV and KFI-TV. KTLA and 
KLAC-TV, meanwhile plan to 
continue to build during radio's 


hiatus season 

3etween now and May 1, KNBH 
will add three sponsored’ kine- 
scopes and boxing bouts from the 
Legion stadium. After these are 
inserted in the schedule, it will be 
a rare thing if the station takes on 


a new show for the summer, pro- 
gram director Bob Brown said 
Station will be airing about 24 


hours weekly during the summer. 
KTSL has cut back to five days 
beaming weekly and is now airing 
20 ours per frame. Station was go- 
ing 251% hours on a seven day 
basis. 

KTTV is presently in the midst 
of formulating a summer policy. 
Harry Witt related that the station 
would probably “shake down a 
few things.” Station will undoubt- 
edly go easy for the summer, mak- 
ing it tough on local “live” pack- 
agers till the cool months come in. 
KFI will roll along in its present 
pattern. Station does not expect 
much of a retreat from local spon- 
sors. KFI is airing 42 hours 
weekly. 

KLAC and KTLA are the only 
stations which will up their ef- 
forts on local programs. KLAC is 
doing experimental work on new 
airers which require more pro- 
duction effort and larger writing 
scope, according to Don Forbes. 
KTLA to date hasn’t received any 
summer cancellations and doesn’t 
expect to, Klaus Landsberg said. 
Paramount outlet will use summer 
months to break in new programs. 





Cleveland — Frank Ferrell re- 
places Frank Frederics at WTAM, 
latter leaving for an announcing 
post at WMAQ. 





You Never Know 
Pittsburgh, April 26. 


Kay Reihl, local radio and 
stage actress, has spent the 
last.two winters on the Coast, 
where her two sons are in col- 
lege. She’s worked an occa- 
sional picture there and also 
appeared at the Pasadenna 
Playhouse and in stock with 
Martha Scott in “Our Town,” 
but never did anything in ra- 
dio. 

A local member of AFRA, 
she wrote Don Hirsch, execu- 
tive secretary of Pittsburgh 
chapter, last week, enclosing 
her semi-annual dues and add- 
ing: “I really don’t know why 
I’m doing this, since I haven't 


had a radio call here in two 
years.” No sooner had she 
posted the letter than the 


phone rang. It was the pro- 
ducer of the “Family Hour,” 
offering her a part. 











| Island, Il. 


Chicago AFRA Pacts 
Rock Island’s WHBF 


Chicago, April 26. 
Chi chapter of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists announced an 
NLRB decision whereby AFRA 


would be the exclusive collective | 


| 
Cutbacks, But Few New Shows Seen ncaa 


News Time Program over NBC for | ago at local station XEW and de- | 


veloped into one of Mexico's top, 


| 
| 


|months on KLAC-TV. 


bargaining agent for WHBF, Rock | 


Ray Jones, Chi AFRA 
director, said that petitions were 
coming in for the annual election 
of 25 local directors, to be held 
June 2, At the same time, 22 dele- 
gates to the national AFRA con- 
vention will be selected. 

Plans for the annual “AFRA- 
antics” charity ball, June 11, are 
being whipped into final shape by 
committee members John Harring- 
ton, Boris Aplon, Win Stracke, 
Jean Mowry, Franklyn Ferguson, 
Hal Bohm and Norman Gotschalk. 
Site of frolic is Hotel Sherman. 





New Radio Biz 








Chicago, April 26. 


Co. has renewed its 


the 10th year, central division net- | 


work sales manager Paul McCluer 
announced. Pact runs 52 weeks 
'for 15 minutes, five-weekly shows 
| through Leo Burnett agency. 

WGN reported Patricia Stevens 
will sponsor the Franklyn Mac- 
Cormack show, 15 minutes Sunday 
for 26 weeks through Arthur Mey- 
erhoff agency; Puritan Company 
for ReaLemon will pick up tab on 
the Telephone Quiz, 15 minutes, 
five-weekly, for 52 weeks through 
Schwimmer & Scott agency; and 
the Northern Trust Co. will 
new “‘The Northerners.” half-hour, 
Tuesday musical for 52 weeks 
through J. Walter Thompson 
agency; and station breaks for 
Val-Lo-Will Farms. 


Coast ‘Champ’ Kid Show 
Gets Candy Sponsor 





Hollywood, April 26. 


Herb Allen's kid show, one of 
many of the Coast TV circuit, has 
finally wooed a sponsor after many 
Powerhouse 
candy bar is taking a weekly 
tab of $450 on the half-hour stanza, 
called ‘‘Hail the Champ.” 

If it jells here, packager Mau- 
rice Morton will organize “‘Champ” 
units in other cities where the 
candy bar is marketed. 


Gosch Heads ITPA 


Martin Gosch was elected prez 
of the Independent Television Pro- 
ducers Assn. at the outfit’s first an- 
nual meet last week. 
ed include Henry White, prexy of 
World Video, veepee; Nathan M. 
Rudich, of Gainsborough Associ- 





ates, secretary, and indie producer | 


Irvin P. Sulds, treasurer. 

Named to serve on the board for 
a two-year term, along with the of- 
ficers, were Charles Basch, Jr., 
Judy Dupuy and Oliver W. Nicoll. 
Arthur Ehrlich and Walter Armi- 
tage were elected to serve a year 
each. 


| 
j 


Bristol-Myers Off Mex 
15-Yr. Old ‘Amateur Hour’ 


Mexico City, April 26. 


“Amateur Hour,” show that Bris- 
tol-Myers Co. originated 15 years 


weekly air features to plug Ipana 
and Sal Hepatica, continues though 


| B-M quit as sponsors because of 


re- | 


| $6,000,000, 


high cost and diminishing profit. 
Maizena, corn products manu- 
facturer, now sponsors the _ pro- 
gram that holds to its original pat- 
tern. Program’s manager is Charles 
Woram, former manager of the 
Churubusco pic studios here. 


WHAS Airing from New 
$6,000,000 Building 

Louisville, April 26. 
WHAS, Courier - Journal and 
Times station, began airing from 
its new quarters in the Courier- 
Journal building last Monday (18). 
New structure, erected at a cost of 
will house the radio 





| station and planned TV expansion 


1 (17) at 


on the fifth, sixth and seventh 
floors. 
WHAS aired its first program 


July 18. ’22, with 500 watts, staying 
on that power until Nov. 11, ’29, 
at which time power was increased 
to 5kw. Station started airing with 
its present 50kw power Dec. 3, ’33. 
Station staff, some of them have 
been employed continuously since 
the beginning, were heard on an | 
informal program aired Sunday 
11 p.m. Old recordings of 
ast years’ popular local shows, 
and récorded greetings from tal- 
ent and names prominent in the 
industry who formerly worked at 
WHAS, were assembled into a 


| farewell show to the old studios. 


Others elect- | 


WHAS has been a CBS outlet. 
since the early 1930's, and oper- 
ates on 840ke. Victor A. Sholis is | 


| station director, and Barry Bing- | 


ham, owner of the Courier-Jour- 
nal is president of the licensee, | 
WHAS, Inc. 





San Antonio—John W. Scott, for 
the past 10 years chief news edi- 


|tor for KABC here, has resigned | 


his post. No replacement has been | 
announced. 


Columbus Due For 
Net Link Via Cable 


Columbus, April 26. 

Ohio Bell Telephone Co. will be- 
gin laying cable here June 1 to 
connect the city’s two television 
| stations with the relay station on 
| the 40th floor of the LeVeque-Lin- 
coln tower, which will receive net- 
work programs from the east-west 
coaxial via the Toledo-Dayton leg. 

Main line of the cable will be 
run from the LeVeque-Lincoln, the 
city’s tallest building, to the down- 
town telephone office. From there 
one leg will be run to WBNS-TYV, 
scheduled to go into operation 
Sept. 1, and the other to WLW-C. 
Since latter’s transmitter is a good 
four miles away, Ohio Bell is run- 
ning the cable through two of its 
exchanges where the signal will be 
boosted so that it will reach 
WLW-C at top strength. 

Wherever possible tne video line 
will be Jaid underground. Work 
is expected to be completed by 
Sept. 1 and a 30-day test period 
will follow. Relay of net programs 
from Dayton has been scheduled to 
start Oct. 1. 








N. Dakota’s KFYR Preems 
New $400,000 Center 
Bismark, N. D., April 28. 

KFYR will open its new $400,000 
two-story Radio Center, April 28, 
with a three-day celebration be- 
ginning that day. The Center 
contains four studios, including an 
auditorium which seats 110. In 
addition, a news room, recording 
room and audition room are also 
constructed for airing, giving sta- 
tion a total of seven studios. 
Among the Center’s special fea- 
tures is a “speaker’s” studio, de- 

signed like a living room and a 

program schedule board which 

travels electrically, at the push of 

a button, from commercial man- 

ager’s to program director’s offices. 

This gives both department heads 

easy access to complete four-week 

schedules. 











—the station that sells more at less cost 


than any station of equal power 


anywhere 
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AGAIN.-- 


AUDIENCE RESEARCH, ING. 


in their continuing audi 


t of 


RADIO PERSONALITIES finds 






10 STAFFORD 


has the highest 
ENTHUSIASM QUOTIENT 


of any female singer 
on radio today! 


“ENTHUSIASM QUOTIENT” 1S THE RELATIONSHIP BE- 


TWEEN THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE HEARD A PERFORMER ON RADIO AND 


THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE PERFORMER’S FOLLOWING IS ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT HIM 


OR HER. 


METHOD OF OBTAINING THE “ENTHUSIASM QUOTIENT” 


EACH REPORT IS BASED ON PERSONAL INTERVIEWS AMONG A NATIONAL CROSS- 
SECTION OF AT LEAST 3000 RADIO LISTENERS. THIS SAMPLE IS DISTRIBUTED IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO REPRESENT THE U. S. POPULATION IN MINIATURE, ADJUSTED TO CON- 
FORM TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF RADIO-OWNING FAMILIES BY STATES. THE SURVEY 
INCLUDES THE PROPER PROPORTION OF RADIO HOMES IN VARIOUS CITY SIZES IN- 
CLUDING FARMS, BY INCOME LEVELS, BY AGE-GROUPS AND NON-TELEPHONE AS 


WELL AS TELEPHONE HOMES. INTERVIEWS ARE RESTRICTED TO PERSONS OVER 13 


YEARS OF AGE. 
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Kirk Sees TV as ‘Atomic Sales Force; 


e 2 e 2 | 
Timing Big Factor In Its Emergence Offer of $10,000 goes with Chi situation comedy with a two-week layoff between each four films rolled, 
Electric Assn.’s naming of Milton 


By NAT KAHN + 





| ANYWAY, BERLE’S GOT | 
ANOTHER TV AWARD 


Chicago, April 26. 


Inside Television - 


Jerry Fairbanks will shoot his “Jackson and Jill” television series 
in six weeks’ actual camera time. Producer is directing the 13-week 


ss ni E Last five pix will be bundled into two-frame schedule. Fairbanks in- 
Berle as Television Star of the stituted the plan to get top efficiency from thesps and crews. He 
Year, if the comic and his “Texaco sliced camera work on his “Public Prosecutor” series from six to five 


Television as an “atomic” sales KQQ to Lens Local Shows Star Theatre” stanza make daily gays when he found that a full week was slowing down production 


force is gaining increasing momen- 
tum among advertising executives, 
though few of them are admitting 
this positively. There’s the little 
matter of their radio business to 
consider. By going out on what is 
by now an already consolidated 
limb, they don’t want to antagonize 
radio sponsors who are slow to get- 
ting around to thinking of TV as 
the medium to surpass radio as a 
selling power. 

It’s a rather anachronistic simile, 
but the current TV situation is 
likened to the French disbelief that 
the Germans were at the gates of 
Paris during the late war. The 
march down the Champs Elysees 
changed incredulity to bitter ac- 
ceptance of the fact 

TV has made its march—it now 
remains for radio to accept it, 
stresses Myron Kirk, the Kudner 
ad agency’s teevee veepee, who 
in the past year has emerged as 
video’s top agency exec. With three 
heavily bankrolled one-hour shows 
under his wing (Milton Berle’s 
Texaco vaudeo, Max Liebman’s 
“Broadway Admiral Revue,” and 
the forthcoming Olsen & Johnson 
show for Buick). Kirk is handling’ 
around $2,300,000 in tele billings. 

Right Timing 

Timing—that’s what got Kudner 
off on the right foot, Kirk reveals 
in telling of how TV-sent the agen- 
cy’s billings soaring. Said timing 
being the launching of the first 
bigtime television show—the Tex- 
aco Tuesday night vaudeville lay- 
out. Being the first bigtime show 
ever to crack TV, other prospec- 
tive bankrollers were anxiously an- 
ticipating the results. A missout 
could have sent television back a 
couple of years, or more. But with 
Berle soon establishing himself as 
“Mr. Television,” the show quickly 
came into its own. ‘Then followed 
the rush of sponsors to TV. There 
is no doubt that Berle has been re- 
sponsible for the purchase of more 


(Continued on page 42) 


To Hypo Frisco Interest 
Hollywood, April 26. 


ABC outlet in San Francisco, | 


KGO-TV, will film panel shows in 
Bay area, using local talent, and 
beam them over outlet approxi- 
mately five days later, Paul Mow- 
rey, ABC’s national TV director, 
said last week. Plan has been in- 
stituted for KGO because of com- 
plete lack of interest in medium 
in Frisco. 

There are under 3,000 sets in the 
area, according to Mowrey ABC 
topper feels that by using local 
personalities and by letting them 
talk about their forthcoming video 
appearance for a few days before 
it actually takes place, web may be 
able to stimulate video interest. 
thus jumping weekly sales and 
giving sponsors a potential audi- 
ence. 





Brit. Govt. Sponsoring 
Pix for Tele Distrib 


London, April 19. 

Government-sponsored pix being 
made at the recently extended Bea- 
consfield Studios are being de- 
signed primarily for TV distribu- 
tion and theatre showings will be 
only a secondary’ consideration. 
Production is being carried out 
with television equipment, and cut- 
ting with an eye to video tech- 
nique. 

The state unit, which is now 


embarking on an extended produc- | 


tion program, including magazine 
featurets, may find that this pol- 
icy of flirting with TV will cut 
out all prospects of theatre show- 
ings. Exhibs, already sore at the 
government’s rejection of their en- 
tertainments tax plea, are not like- 


ly to respond favorably to con-| 


tinued showings of product which 


is being aired over the BBC video 


wavelength. 
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GULF ROAD SHOW 


NBT-Network 


Thursdays, 9-9:30 p.m EDST 
* 


GUEST APPEA 


Miami Beach * 





BETTY ANN 


GROVE 


Television’s Newest Star 
Currently Appearing a 


Stan Shaw Show (DuMont) 7 appearances 
Hotel Broadway (DuMont) 
Ed Sullivan's ‘Toast of the Town' CBS-TV 
Admiral ‘Broadway Revue’ NBT and DuMont Networks 


Exclusive Direction 


TALENT CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
131 West 52 Street, New York 
Boston *® 


Per. Mgt.: RUBY NEWMAN-SAMMY EISEN 





Start May 5 


STOP THE MUSIC 


(On Television) 
ABC-Network 


Every Thursday 
8-9 p.m. EDST 


RANCES ON 


Hollywood 


Press: ED JAFFE 


began with the purchasing in 





appearances at the National Tele- rather than stepping it up. Producer feels that 14 days on and 14 off 
vision & Electrical Living Show to wi}] keep series “fresh” to all participants throughout. Todd Karns and 
iP decceaceel gp Res Bags ter Helen Chapman are playing lead roles. 
said they “might” have to make a! Television is undoubtedly here to stay, with long cleffers now spout- 
higher cash offer if Berle is asked jing jove lyrics about the new medium. Gus Arnheim and Jack Mes- 
to gape d all 10 days of the ex- \i]] have sold their latest tune to Mills Music. Title: “You'd Be a 
hibit. At roduction nut on the TV) vision In Television.” ‘’Tis an ironic situation, though. Although the 
show is around $15,000 per broad- title praises video, the tune can be rendered over the medium only if 
cast.) performed as a live presentation. Mills Music is an ASCAP pubbery 
and Arnheim and Meskill are ASCAP writers. Society has not set up 
NABUG p a scale for members’ tunes being performed over tele on film or video 
rotests _ recording. 
Confusion among viewers over who actually was the “killer” in 
CBS-TV’s “Suspense” last Tuesday night (19) caused a jam-up at the 
web’s telephone switchboards, as set-owners called in demanding the 
Eastbound Ban correct answer. Program, titled “The Creeper” and starring Nina 
Foch and Anthony Ross, was aired from 9:30 to 10. CBS finally flashed 
a special bulletin in its 10:30 news telecast, explaining that the lock- 
smith, who was identified only by an offstage voice throughout the 
i rograms play, was the murderer. Director Robert Stevens and cast members 
maintain the locksmith was clearly pointed up as the guilty party. 
- s . Many of the calls coming in were long-distance and they were still 
= Chicago, April 26. backed up late the next afternoon. “Suspense” now has the highest 
Chi chapter of National Assn., Hooper for any weekly TV dramatic show, latest ratings giving the 
ook sin ois "hee camer meee ee roe 8 
lenge to FCC chairman Wayne Rush of both CBS staffers and outsiders to view the new CBS-TV 
Coy, asking why the coaxial cable studios in the Grand Central Terminal building, N. Y., has forced CBS 
expansion will not allow eastbound yeepee J. L. Van Volkenburg to set up his own “gestapo” to eliminate 
programs before 6 p.m. on week- traffic burden. In a special communique issued to the CBS-TV organi- 
nights. zation, he banned all studio visitors who are not known by the “build- 
_Ray Jones, chairman of the local ing operations guards” and receptionists. Talent, other guests and even 
ppt eh yagi oe — repairmen must be stopped at the desks to get proper clearance. 
American Telephone elegraph’s if 
proposal to cut off west to east As part of its ballyhoo for the preem of “Crusade in Europe” May 5, 
daytime shows was “arbitrary and ABC-TV will conduct a press conference via a TV closed circuit May 3. 
capricious, and was made solely Radio editors and reporters across the country will be asked to submit 
in the interests of monopoly con-;| questions based on General Eisenhower’s book through Jerry Walker, 
trol. managing editor of Editor & Publisher, who will put the queries to 
_ Jones quoted Variety (March 2) | officials of the web and sponsors, Life and Time. Editors and reporters 
in calling Coy’s attention to the will be invited to studios of the 32 stations carrying “Crusade” to hear 
May 1 y Hagin ms! pot ih and see the replies to their questions at the video press conference. 
service from west to east would - = ee — 
,cut off Chi-originated programs “ | 
| prior to 6 p.m. on weekdays, with All-Star Lineup Set Ch 9 
cable available daytime on Satur- ; ar otte 8 
day and Sunday only by special ar- § 
rangement. , For Players taging 
Jones said that this would mean| é ? >.» 
'“that Chicago and the other cities | Of Macbeth on NBC 0 Ir il ont S 
west of New York would be com- Scheduled airing Sunday (1) of 
pletely cut off from daytime net-! . ae? ; ty ; 
| work originations: in fact, it will; S2akespeare’s “Macbeth” as part | Charlotte, April 26. 
'mean strangulation of evening Of the NBC-TV “Drama Theatre”! WBT’s television station here 
programs as well, as the networks) series will have probably the big-| Will start operating within two 
will not maintain staffs simply to) gest name cast ever rounded up months, according to Charles H. 
produce an occasional evening pro-) for a single television show, thanks Crutchfield, general manager. _ 
gram. ; ‘to The Players. Latter is staging | , Operations will mark culmina- 
Jones said that Chi talent wel-| the play as its annual observance a of over three years work and 
comed the opportunity to compete of Shakespeare’s birthday, with — by the Jefferson Standard 
engl lhe: Higgs ig ly Walter Hampden, currently on Ag ong Co., owners of WBT. 
-e 7 S1S 6 oe ; orn re | ~% « 
merit.” A copy of the letter was Macbeth wad Joyee Sedeen’ wae 1946 of Spencer Mountain at Gas- 
sent to Sen. Edwin Johnson (Col),! i, « . » | tonia, N. C., 20 miles from Char- 
'chairman of the Interstate Com-.| in “Anne of the Thousand Days, |lotte as a site for FM and TV trans- 
D Bees as Lady Macbeth. pe ieradleg: , aR 
merce Cor.mittee, as an additional : |mitters. Already finished atop this 
gun in the salvo against the AT&T Others set for the TV show, mountain is a spacious modern 
proposal. most of whom are now appearing building for housing transmission 
Organizations making up NABUG /" Broadway legiters, are Paul equipment and a 562-foot tower on 
are American Federation of Redio | @°UTath ‘as Banquo; Walter Abel which the television antenna was 
Artists, Radio Broadcast Engineers, #5 Macduff; Leo G. Carroll as Dun- mounted several years ago. The 
‘National Assn. of Broadcast Engi- ©2%: Sidney Blackmer as Ross; remainder of the transmitting 
neers and Technicians: Radio Di- 20%" Carradine as the First Mur- equipment ig scheduled to arrive 
rectors Guild, Radio Writers Guild 4¢"er;, David Wayne, Bobby Clark | this week. 
and the Radio Engineering divi- and Edgar Stehli_as the Three _ WBT-TV’s construction permit 
sion of International Brotherhood Witches, Ralph Bellamy as a includes an allocation of Channel 
of Electrical’ Workers. porter; Alexander Clarke as 3, which experts say is ideal for 
_Lenox; Philip Truex as Malcolm; the Central Carolinas, and pro- 
‘John Drew Devereaux as Donal- vides for*an authorized effective- 
Detroit Ford Dealers jbain; Ben Lackland as Seton; ness in radiated power of 16.3 
iC rokaw as the Second killowatts for visual, and 8.2 killo- 
B B / hall . Murderer; John Seymour as a sol- watts for aural. Though engineer- 
uy ase Session dier, and John Craven as a ser- ing estimates calculate satisfactory 
Detroit, April 26. es a ile coverage for a radius of 50 miles, 
Word’ Gealess of Detect bace|,. "ett Henry Fisk Carlton is do- it is likely that some coverage up 
purchased a new program titled ing the adaptation, with: Owen | to 75 miles, or even 100, will be 
“Besshall Scoreboard” cn ABC's Davis, Jr., producing for NBC-TV obtained, due to the flat terrain 
and Harold McGee for the Players. and the height of the transmitter— 


* tone '; a re Garry Simpson is to direct for NBC 1,867 feet above sea level, and 
; : . and Anthony Brown for the actors’ 1,294 above surrounding country. 


agency. “Baseball Scoreboard” is 
telecast seven times weekly. It is 
the first across-the-board program 
here. 





group. Show will be aired from 
9 to 10 p.m. | 
: pigeon incidentally, will | 

Program features WXYZ’s Mave plenty of Shakespeare that) ; 's radi 
sports director Don Wattrick and "ight. CBS-TV_ is repeating wan ater a "on 
is produced by John Pival. Not Worthington Miner's production of  pegular television operations Aug 
‘just a “face show.” one of its in- JU!ius Caesar” in its Studio One 1. P. T. Hines. general manager of 
novations is a superimposed score- S¢Tes. broadcast 7 to 8 p.m. Both) the news company, announces. 
board of specific games. Sixteen | P'OS8tams are sustaining. | Test patterns are expected to be 
different scoreboards, one for each_ |shown for experimental purposes 
of the games of the day, are used | | during July. 


to show the complete team and) Methodists Warn TV 
IN “49 


game breakdown. When = scores 
Saratoga, N. Y., April 26. 
ITS 


cannot be given due to rain, car- 
The Troy Methodist Conference, 
The Amazing Mr. 


toons of an umpire holding an 
at its concluding business sessions 


Greensboro TV Set 


Greensboro, N. C., April 26. 


” 




















umbrella are used. 

WEWS-TV UPS RATES (23) in Saratoga Springs, adopted 
Cleveland, April 26. | 2 resolution stating that “televi- 
Fisher Bros. Co. will sponsor a | 5!9" has not imposed upon itself 
“Play Ball” pre-game interview the refined restraint employed by 

over WJW preceding all Saturday, the radio industry.” 
Sunday and night games played by Saying “television may now 
the Indians. Agency is Gregory & borrow its morality from the 
House, Inc. stages of Broadway,” the resolu- 


Rosemblum’s, Inc., latches on to tion held that “The Christian has 
an ‘All the Scores” program im- a personal responsibility to regis- 
mediately following ball games. ter objection to undersirable fea- 














Agency is Lustig. 


;} tures of radio and television.” 
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New York | 


Henny Youngman pacted for a. 


series of 13-minute comedy shorts, | . 


to be produced by Arthur Simon | 
Tele version of Martha Roun- | 
iree’s “Leave It to the Girls” tees | 
off tonight (Wed.) on WNBT in the 
8:30 to 9 slot...Charles B. Ripin 
elected prez of Samuel Hunsaker 
Productions, indie TV package out- | 
fit, following resignation of Hun- | 
saker...WOV disk jockey Fred 
Robbins back as emcee on CBS- 
TV's “Adventures in Jazz Ar- | 
thur Knorr now production super- 
visor of NBC-TV’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” with Ed Cashman han- 
dling production for the Kudner 
ad agency...“Hartmans” TV show 
renewed for another 13 weeks by 
Textron through the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, continuing Sun- 
day nights via NBC-TV Comic 
Ronnie Graham, now ate@afe So- 
ciety, returns for second appear- 
ance on Wendy Barrie’s show to- 
night (Wed.) on WABD... Richard 
Hodgson, Paramount’s director of 
technical operations, scheduled to 
discuss Par’s intermediate film 
method of large-screen TV tonight 
(Thurs.) at the National Television | 
Film Council’s monthly meet... 
Guy Lebow’s “Sport of Call” now 
preceding all N. Y. Giants’ home | 
games over the Daily News’ WPIX | 
... Jackie Coogan inked for a new | 
telefilm quiz series titled “It’s a/| 
Take,’ to be produced by Hardie 
Frieberg Television Enterprises for | 
a projected summer preem 
WPIX has bought a long list of 
features and film shorts from | 
United Artists-TV, with the first 
feature, ‘Dark Sands,” scheduled | 
for tonight (Wed.)...Orville Sath-| 
er, CBS-TV field technical super- | 
visor, upped to assistant manager | 
of the web’s technical operations 
..."‘Meet My Sister,” half-hour 
musicomedy starring the Keane 
Sisters and Joe Phillips, set for 
Procter & Gamble’s “Fireside The- 
atre’ next Tuesday night (3). 
Felix Jackson writes, produces and 
directs the stanza...WOR’s “Philo | 
Vance” and “Boston Blackie” | 
scheduled for presentation on that 
station’s upcoming TV outlet. 





. 
Chicago | 
Chicago, April 26. 


WGN-TV announced that Camel 
Cigarettes will sponsor alternate | 
baseball games of the Chi Cubs 

nd White Sox through William 
isty agency, New York. Deal com- | 

letes full sponsorship of WGN- 
hy baseball telecasts since Meister 
Brau had previously signed for | 
half the games. 

WGN-TV also. reported 
Tele-Tronigs will sponsor the new 
Al Morgan show, Wednesday, half- | 
hour p.m. piano show through | 
Jones-Frankel agency. 

WNBQ announced that Dean | 
Milk Co. would sponsor participa- | 
tion announcements in Hopalong | 
Cassidy show for 11 weeks through | 
Morris F. Swaney agency. WENR- | 
TV reported that Ambrosia Brew- | 
ing Co. for Nectar Beer will spon- | 

| 


} 


| 
that 


sor telecasts of National Girls Pro- 
fessional Baseball league starting 
May 28 for 15 weeks through Mal-| 
colm-Howard agency. 


WENR-TV also reported an-| 
nouncements for Hunding Dairies | 
through Guenther Bradford agen-| 
cy; Rival Dog Food through Charles | 
Silver agency; Illinois Baking Co. 
through W. E. Doner agency; 
Ruhnke Blower System through 
Bradford agency; Exchange Na- 
tional Bank through Lawrence Ad- 
vertising; Dutch Dairy Food Lock- | 
ers through Bradford; Kram] Dairy 
Co. through Laufman & Associ- 
ates; Goldenrod Ice Cream through 
Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency; 
Dean Milk Co. through Morris 
Swaney agency, and Empire Water 
Coolers through Olian Advertising. | 

WBKB reported announcements | 
for Harris Hardware & Manufac-_ 
turing through Kiesewetter, Wet- 
terau & Baker agency; Dad’s Root. 
Beer through Malcolm - Howard 
agency; Dean Milk Co. through 
Morris Swaney agency; Wine Corp. 
of America through Irvin Myerson 
agency, and Reed Candy Co. 
through Hill Blackett agency. 

WENR-TV producer Greg Gar-| 
rison back at work after eye infec- 
tion . . . WGN-TV screened a Chi 
Motor Club travel film, ‘THe 
World Is Yours” Monday (25) after | 
a three-week delay .. . Instrumen- | 
talist Parker Gibbs guested by. 
Pianist Herbie Mintz via WNBQ) 
... Morris B. Sachs Amateur Hour 
featured Chi Girl Scouts on’ 
WENR-TV Sunday (24) . . . Doro- 
thy Sapero from WTMJ-TV, Mil- 
waukee, to WKRC-TV, Cincinnati 
as director and film editor 
Grace Wilson made guest shot on 
ABC-TV Barn Dance Monday (25) 
with two vocal numbers... 





duced a musical family, the Ran- 
dolphs, on his “Happy Pappy” show 
.. ABC-TV visitors last week 
were Bud Barry, veepee in charge 
of television, and Sandy Stronach, 
east coast TV program director. 





London 


Video cameras are te be in- 
Stalled in a signal box at a main 


London railway terminus for an/| 


eye-witness picture of trains being 
marshalled and dispatched. There’l] 
be a similar show for kids on the 
afternoon of May 15 Irene 
Brown makes her video debut in 


“A House in the Square” which | 


Harold Clayton is producing = 
Two commentators will describe 
the Rugby League Challence Cup 
Final to be telecast from Wembley 
Stadium May 7. Famous British 
cricketers practising for the new 
season will be featured in a special 
Sunday afternoon show . Life 
on a farm is the theme of a new 
series starting Sunday, May 8. 


Screen Cartoonists Woo 


Coast TV Graphic Artists 


Holiywood, April 26. 
Screen Cartoon Guild 


Ray 
' Macomber, business agent for the 
‘local, said that art directors at 
| stations have been contacted and 
| have approved guild’s plans for or- 
| Sanizing staff artists. 


Guild has not moved before this 
| because stations have had no staff 
|to supplement the art directors. 
| Directors do not fall in guild juris- 
diction. 

Macomber also related that the 
N. Y. local has requested that the 
guild send all available members 
-ast for video work. All members 
there are employed. Approximate- 
ly half the members here are job- 
less, 





CBS’ NEW SOAPER 

CBS program department has 
built a soap opera, “Other Wom- 
en's Children,” written by Bill 
Clarke and directed by John Dietz. 

Program is waxed and on the 
shelf, waiting for a sales situation 
to open up. 


is pre- 
| paring to organize graphic artists 
| WENR-TV emcee Ray Grant intro-| at local television stations. 


| Aussie Expects Video in Two Years: 
Sees Mass-Produced Sets for $100 


eee 


Sydney, April 12. 
Prime Minister Ben Chifley said 
last week that it would be about 
two years before television was op- 
erating fully in Aussie. He added 


| that delay in getting underway was 


due to the lack of unanimity on 


' the type of video to be used. Some 


experts estimated that video sets 
here would cost from $200 up to 
$400. 
duce a set here for about $100, the 
Prime Minister added. 

Bids for transmitting and receiv- 
ing equipment have been received 
by the Aussie government from the 


| U. S., Britain, France and Holland. 


The recently appointed radio board 
is now probing bids and equipment 
It’s understood here that Britain 
uses a 405-line screen, while the 
U. S. relied on a 525-line screen. 
Some experts, according to Chifley, 
consider a 625-line screen the more 
satisfactory. : 

The Australian Broadcasting 
Commission, non-commercial op- 


It was hoped to mass-pro- | 


'erators under governmental eye, 
will be in charge of video, said 
Chifley and the government would 
not encourage experiments in vi- 
deo by organizations outside the 
official governmental setup. 





WBAP, Fort Worth, to Air 


21 Texas League Games 


Fort Worth, April 26. 

A televised series of 21 Texas 
League baseball games, running 
through June 26, will begin at 
3 p.m. Sunday (1) over WBAP-TV 
‘here, under the sponsorship of 
Dallas and Forth Worth Phileo dis- 
tributors, for the first such tele- 
casts in this area. 

Broadcasts will originate from 
La Grave Field, with the schedule 
calling for full games on Sunday 
and Wednesday and half games on 


Tuesday and Thursday when the 
Fort Worth club is not on the 
road. 
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e Follow-Ups 


Continued from page 30 
vival of “Burlesque” two seasons 


Y ago, the George Manker Watters- 

stare Sid Caesar, Mary McCarty | arthur Hopkins opus was given a 
and Imogene Coca was also lack- |, ti ia NBC- 
lustre. Arnaut Bros., in their flavorsome presentation via N! 
standard bird-whistle routine, fin- TV in that web’s “Dramatic The- 
ally made it with as good a rendi- atre” series Sunday night (24). TV 
tion as they’ve ever done, and the version captured much of the 
others caught on from there. Guest nostalgic mold both of the play 
Janet Collins, sepian dancer, looked and of burlesque itself, especially 
good in a sinuous native number jin that third act scene of the 
and Caesar did a neat spoof of chorus line, which included a 
wrestler Gorgeous George. Miss modified strip. 
McCarthy’s satire on a femme disk Lahr gave a neat portrayal to the 
jockey was slow but Miss Coca «sxiq” role, shining both in the 
handled neatly her clever kidding gramatics and the song-and-dance. 
of a Burmese dancer. Vicki Cummings, dittoed as 

Marge and Gower Champion per “Bonny,” the role originated by 
usual clicked with an interpreta-| Barbara Stanwyck and played in 
tive dance on the show’s theme. | the revival by Jean Parker. Rest 
Caesar’s solo, satirizing a samba of the cast, under Vic McLeod's 
dancer, failed to impress, as did direction, was _ good. Producer 
the fina! production number, which Owen Davis, Jr., went slightly 
ran long. New commercial idea, awry on his use of integrated film 
which introed a N. Y. Herald Tri- clips to establish atmosphere, but 
bune home economist from the, otherwise limned the show neatly 
studio audience for a personal en- to point up the mood of the period. 
dorsement of the bankroller’s 
product, was good. 


. Tel 


was ordinary aid the following 
slapstickery participated in_ by 








| Two vet vaude teams, Smith & 
Dale and Arthur & Morton Havel, 
turned the “Lambs Gambol” on 
NBC Sunday night (24) into a good 
comedy session. These two acts 





Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
Town” fashioned a neatly-paced 
vaudeo layout Sunday night (24), 


with several newcomers to the consumed over 20 minutes of the 
lineup demonstrating the talent show, leaving room midway for a 
well is still far from dry. Tops’ couple of fast stints by Betty Jane 


Smith, in a. tap dancing routine, 
and Estrelita, who warbled a cou- 
ple of Chile numbers. Camera 
didn’t flatter the latter particularly. 


At the half-hour’s front end, the 


among the video novices was the 
Florida Trio, an excellent contor- 
tion act doubling from New York’s 
Latin Quarter, which projected 
strongly on the screen. Joey 


Adams, working sans Tony Can-| Havels with a nice assist from 
zoneri and Mark Plant, turned in! George Givot, punched across 
a funny monolog and was given 4 their old, but still funny, prize- 


neat assist on a gangster skit by 
Horace MacMahon, also telepreem- 
ing. 


fighting skit. Also revealing of the 
lasting entertainment qualities of 
the oldtime vaude sketches was 
Hoctor & Byrd, fresh-looking | Smith & Dale’s reworking of their 
terp team, scored with some fast! firehouse act. They are as ef- 
tapstering. Yvonne Adnir, cur- | fective on TV as they were on a 
rently in the Broadway click re- vaude stage. Al Kelly, with his 
vue, “Lend An Ear,” sold two expert double-talk, made the Max- 
songs in good style and the Jay-| well House coffee plug palatable to 
walkers, trio of youthful acro-terp- the last unintelligible phrase. 


ers, repeated the good impression 
FCC ‘Pawn’ 


they made in their initial appear- 
Continued from page 31 











ance on the show several weeks 
previously. Galli-Galli, in his third 
successive “Toast” spot, generated | 
fresh amazement with his sleight- | 
of-hand, with film actor Charles | ; hema 
Korvin showing well as a foil| While friends 
brought up from the studio audi-| Prompt action. : 
ence. Pat Rooney was on for one| 5. A powerful industry - lobby 
chorus of his standard dance rou-| Wines and dines the Commissioners 
tine, which led into an awkward | but is used by the agency to go 10 

















are favored with 


fluff by Adams. He’ introed! bat for it when it is on the pan. 
Rooney’s “Daughter of Rosie! 6. The Commission bypasses its 
O’Grady” number but Sullivan |own regulations in decision after 


walked out to tell them it was to| decision, frequently making it dif- 
Fg Pig ne DE gesagt 8 if not impossible for an ap- 

, s e 7 e ‘a 
several weeks. Sullivan continued pitcamt te get ie Su wees 
; the “temporary renewal license 


attempts to brighten his personal- ’ “ss 
ity by taking part in the comedy, | '° keep a broadcaster’s neck “in 
with fair results. | the noose. 

7. The agency. is allowing traf- 


With Bert Lahr repeating the| ficking in broadcast licenses, a new 


role he played in the Broadway re-| field for which is now opening up 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—————— by the advent of television. 


| §8. FCC’s television allocation 
| policy will keep new developments 
in the medium from the _ public 
“until those in control of patents 











resent market to the 
then, and then only, 


ploit the 
| fullest an 
let the people in... 

9. The Commission is allowing 
the clear channel lobby, spearhead- 
ed by the Chicago Tribune, to ma- 
*neuver it into a position where it 
is considering granting some sta- 
tions 750kw power, giving them 
control of radio, with “frightening 
political and social consequencies.”’ 

Senator Johnson devoted a con- 
siderable part of his speech to 





M-G-M— 


“On an Island with You” 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.8.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
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““O.K.— which one of you eight-balls took the Wheaties?”’ 





to the present band, which limits 
telecasting to black and _ white. 


“This was done,” he said, “despite 


the fact that one of the large units 


in the radio industry testified at. 
length and fought to secure a de-| 


cision which would permit opera- 
tion of color television. But an 
even larger cog in the industry 
vigorously opposed color standards 
at that time and insisted that the 
industry was not ready for good 
color television.” The Senator’s 
reference was to the CBS fight 
for color and NBC’s opposition. 

The speech took the Commis- 
sion completely by surprise. Only 
recently Chairman Coy had told 
his staff of a pleasant conference 
with Johrson. Coy was in Puerto 
Rico on official business when the 
Senator made his address Wednes- 
day (20). 











| 


| rotation for following years. 
| get a comprehensive picture of radio’s achievement and the industry’s 


| television, criticizing the a | oa 
_sion, under a previous chairman, | 
‘for having allocated the medium sag 


|. Broadcasts of last week’s Peabody awards came in for heavy criticism, 
feeling in the industry being that the committee which honors “the 


best in radio” provided ‘some of the dullest stuff to go on the air.” 
ABC and NBC carried portions of the award ceremonies live, while 
CBS recorded segments. Programs were limited to voices of Edward 
Weeks, chairman of the Peabody Advisory Committee, reading cita- 
tions and reps of the nets accepting the kudos. Haphazard plant brought 
suggestion that nets get together to allocate one web to carry a care- 
fully programmed show one year, with others airing the awards in 
In this way, it was said, listeners would 


prestige would be advanced. 





Rep. Francis E. Walter, Pa., has taken up cudgels for FM. The legis- 
lator has inserted into the Congressional Record a speech charging 
that growth of frequency modulation is being hamstrung by AM 
broadcasters. “Despite FM’s obvious advantages and benefits,” the 
Congressman said, “FM has been obstructed, stepped on, blocked or 
ignored from the start—by some of the big interests in AM radio— 
and by the Federal Communications Commission . .. FM facilities are 
copstantly subjected to a barrage of propaganda designed to convince 
advertisers that their money should be spent on AM broadcasts.” 

Rep. Walter says that the Broadcast. Measurement Bureau study 
“gave a false and erroneous picture” favoring AM and that National 
Assn. of Broadcasters data shortchanges FM. “It is impossible to 
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pace can be maintained, the show 
should grab off a hefty rating. 

Unlike the previous effort, which 
focused attention almost exclu- 
sively on Steele and his 16-piece 
orch, this new show wisely used 
the musicians only to tee off the 
theme, which on the opener was 
“April in Paris.” Steele then 
segued from his piano to a Paris 
boulevard setting, which back- 
grounded the vaudeo acts. All 
were tied in with the theme and 
all were good. Helen Wood and 
Michael Rich did a fine flirtation 
ballet; Nola Day demonstrated a 
good blues voice on “Boulevard of 
Broken Dreams” and Mardi Bry- 
ant appealingly thrushed ‘J’Atten- 
drai.” Charles Danford projected 
some kingsized baritone pipes with 
another French tune. 


Steele, too, had plenty of oppor- | 


tunity to demonstrate both his in- 
fectious personality and his musi- 


cal ability as he tied the acts to- | 


gether. Production, for the most 
part, was good, 
were a few slight errors, such as 


cutting down the lights too much 


on Miss Day’s number in an ap-| 


_parent attempt to establish atmos- 


| phere. There was no middle com- | 


| mercial to break the mood, which 


also represented a good produc-| 


tion touch. How many DuMont re- 
ceivers those off-handed opening 
and closing announcements will 


| sell, though, is a moot point. Stal. | 


GRANDSTAND MANAGERS 

With Dizzy Dean, J. Roy Stockton, 
Lou Boudreau, Zach Taylor 

Producer: Frank Eschen 

30 Mins., Tues., 7 p.m. 

FALSTAFF BREWING CO. 


_KSD, St. Louis 


Dizzy Dean, who has no peer in 


| murdering the King’s English, is 


back 


‘this time on one of the few tele 


have had a full opportunity to ex-' 


programs originating here. Ini- 
tialer of series that will run 
throughout the baseball season saw 
Dean, et al. telling baseball stories 
that rivaled the late Ring Lardner’s 
best. 


Frank Eschen, who also m.c.’s | 


the programs, feeds the lines for 
the wisecracks. Lou Boudreau who 
led his Cleveland Indians _ into 


_town for the opening of the 1949 
/marathon, and Zach Taylor, man- 


ager of the Browns, were put on 
the spot by predicting the flag win- 
ners in both leagues. J. Roy Stock- 
ton, who is sports editor of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch (owner of the 
station), also chipped in with his 
selection for both leagues. 

When Eschen asked Dean who 
was the best hitting pitcher he ever 


knew or heard of, he immediately 


confessed it was himself. 
jumped from his seat, in a simu- 


_lated front-row baseball park box, 


grabbed a bat, showed how he held 
it and then the follow-through. He 
also said he would demonstrate on 
another program how he was the 


| best base-stealing pitcher that ever 
_decorated a major-league mound. 


Eschen announced that a $25 
cash prize would be awarded the 
fan who posed a sports question 
that couldn’t be answered. New 


} faces will be brought in for fu- 


ture programs. Initialer ran 
smoothly, the pictures were clear 


and the sound excellent. Sahu. 
Detroit — Ross Mulholland’s 
“Barefoot Boy” disk show on 


/_WXYZ has picked up two new 


~ three. 


sponsors in Arrid Cream Deodor- 
ant and Nescafe. Arrid has ordered 
five participations and Nescafe 
Coal Heating Service re- 
newed its three participations in 
the same program. Austin Grant 
newscasts over WXYZ have been 
renewed by two sponsors, the Mel- 
ville Shoe Corp. (Thom McAn 
Shoes) and Louis Rose (Plymouth- 
DeSoto dealer), 


although there. 


in the entertainment field, | 


He | 


| He was formerly with KTSA here. 


escape the conclusion,” he says, “that somehow, somewhere, there is an 
underlying pattern that ties all these things together. It seems to me 
that the Anti-trust Division of the Dept. of Justice might well look 
into this matter in order to determine whether or not there are any 
violations of our laws.” 





Broadcast Music, Inc., wasn’t left out in the cold at the recent an- 
nual NAB convention in Chicago—it only looked that way. The ar- 
rangements committee of the NAB floor show had previously arranged 
for Dick Haymes to sing BMI’s number one plug song, “It’s a Big, Wide 
Wonderful World,” as the opener, but Haymes lost his arrangement 
and was forced to sing it from a piano copy. Many of the guests thought 
Haymes switched to the number to save BMI’s face. It was thought 
impractical, moreover, to change the music used by the other acts on 
the bill. 

One radio program is taking a leaf from television’s book. Cognizant 
of the number of art contests run among viewers on moppet TV shows, 
“Here's Heidi,” radio program for children aired Sundays over WOR, 
N. Y., is now conducting a similar contest for its juve audience. In- 
stead of copying the art work they see on TV, however, the kids are 
asked to submit drawings on how they visualize the characters on the 
program, 

Gainsborough Associates, indie package agency which products 
“Heidi,” is offering a set of tickets to the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey circus to the winners. In addition, there’s an offhand chance 
the Museum of Modern Art, N. Y., may show some of the pictures sub- 
mitted in a special exhibit of juve art. 





Possible future threats to freedom of the press “so dangerous that I 
| hesitate to suggest them” were outlined by Justin Miller, NAB prexy, 
to the Ameritan Society of Newspaper Editors in Washington Saturday 
(23). The threats, Miller alleged, were looming from the direction of 
the strong-government boys” who have already tested their techniques 
in the field of radio. Miller declared the press might find itself in the 
position of radio under the FCC if Congress were to instruct the Post- 
| master General to base his decisions on distribution of printed matter 
on considerations of “public interest, convenience and necessity.” 


“Our weakness,” Miller said, “lies in the fact that the several media 
‘= communications are apparently unaware of their identical interests. 
Divided, like the proverbial bundle of sticks, we are ready to be 
| broken singly. First, the new and different media, the young, awkward 
| brash media; while precedents are built up which may be used against 
| the older ones to break them more easily when they stand alone.” 


> —— 
| Low-Cost Pix “NOVEL” 
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_able to turn out at considerably 
less cost. Lower budgets were re- 


flected in the lower price at which 
| the series was offered to stations 
_and, as a result, at least 22 stations 
| SO far have signed for “Island.” 


Intercity execs Myron Simons 
|} and Cameron McKenzie found the 
| Station situation even tougher. Ac- 
‘cording to them, most outlets 
won’t accept a film show on a sus- 
_taining basis for showcasing to 
prospective local advertisers, sim- 
ply because they can’t afford even 
| the sustaining cost. In addition, 
| they said, most station managers 
have found the most they can hope 
to get from local sponsors for film 
shows is twice their Class A time. 
rate, which automatically reduces | 
| the chances of the costlier films. | 


Unable to find sufficient five, 10 K 
and 15-minute programs at the 
right costs to fill stations’ needs, | 
Intercity has gone into production 


on its own for three such series. iegsmann Whose 
Outfit is basing its costs on what “iaentedinn sihoard's Cover 


the traffic will bear under a new = 

| pricing plan. On five-minute films | & 
for stations whose A rate is under Photo 
$50 the charge is $46: if the time T 
cost is $50-$70, the charge is $50, 
and over $70, Intercity charges 
$60. On 10-minute films the rental 
charges are $55, $70 and $85; for 
15-minute material, $70, $90 and 
$110. In addition, Intercity is ask- 
ing a distrib fee of only 20% for 
outside product which it handles. 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Direeted by 
ADDISON SMITH 
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Office Space for Rent 
RADIO CITY VICINITY 


Desirable 1- and 2-room offices with 
telephone switchboard service, 
on 4th floor 


ABBEY HOTEL 
| f 151 W. Sist St. New York City 


San Antonio — Cliff Warren. | i te nl 
yodelin’ cowboy, will be heard in| 
a new series of quarter-hour pro- 
grams daily, Monday through Fri- 
day, on KITE, according to Charles 
Balthrope, station owner and man- 
ager. Warren will be sponsored 
by Borden’s Creamery for the 
Borden Ice Cream products. War- 
ren will also stage a series of per- 
sonal appearances for the sponsor. 

















BIG THINGS CAN COME IN 
SMALL ADS—LIKE: "IN THE SAN 
FRANCISCO BAY AREA — THE 
BEST AIR SALESMAN IS 


GLEN KING.” 
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Salt Lake's KSL 
Readying Bow 


Salt Lake City, April 26. 
KSL (CBS) here began Friday 
(22) to install $250,000 worth of 


C. Richard Evans, 
general manager, hopes to be in 
operation between May 15 and 
June 1, initiating its competition 


evening telecasts from 6:30 to 
10:30 p.m. 


The Mormon Church conference 
earlier this month was televised 
and relayed by coaxial cable to a 
nearby building where _ eight 
screens serviced an overflow audi- 
ence. Programming plans include 
telecasting of the famed LDS Tab- 
ernacle Choir, outdoor university 
and other civic events, dancing re- 
views and local little theatre pro- 
jects. 

The newly purchased equipment 
includes a transmitter, two TV 
eyes, two 16m projection machines, 
two image orthicon cameras and 
the antenna, which will be erected 
over the studios on the roof of the 
Union Pacific building in down- 
town Salt Lake. 


WM Puts 56 Price Tag 
On Coast Variety Package 


Hollywood, April 26. 

“Make Me Laugh,” video variety 
show, offers Hugh Herbert 
Merwin Bogue 
the lead roles. Carl Herzinger and 
Don Prindle are scripting the pro- 
gram. 

“Laugh” locales in a court room. 
Herbert plays the judge and Bogue 
the bailiff. Jury is made up from 
the audience. W’alter Catlett 
turned down role of prosecuting 
attorney in show, relating that he 
is not interested in video thesping 
chores presently. Variety acts do 
stints aimed to make jury laugh. 
Those who hold out are paid in 
cash. Program is being offered 
for $5,000 on a national basis. Wil- 
liam Morris is handling. 





Raft, McDowall Launch 


Lester’s Interview Vidpix 
Hollywood, April 26. 

George Raft and Roddy 
Dowall kicked off the first two pix 
in a series of 26 video films being 
megged by Gene Lester Produc- 
tions. Lester is tailoring the pix 
to fit 15-minute slot. Films are 
open-end. Eaci pic will be shipped 
to _teevee outlet complete with 
script for local announcer. 

Outlet emcee will pick up tele- 
phone and put in a call to celeb. 
Film fades in bringing star to 
other end of the line for an inter- 
view. Different stunts are being 
employed to give each film needed 
motion for video. 





Weintraub Ups Kersta 


Noran E. Kersta, who joined 


William H. Weintraub & Co. last | 


December to organize its TV de- 
partment, has been appointed vee- 


pee in charge of radio and tele- | 


vision. Kersta is taking over for 
Harry Trenner, who has been add- 
ed to the agency's plans board and 
executive council. 

Kersta, who joined NBC in 1932 


helped develop the net’s tele op- 
erations, 





WBT Reelects 


Greensboro, N. C., April 26. 
Ralph C. Price has been re- 


elected chairman of the board, and | 
Joseph M. Bryan, president, of the | 


agg Standard Broadcasting 
0. 
annual directors’ meeting in Char- 
lotte. Other officers reelected 
were Charles H. Crutchfield, vice- 
President, and Larry Walker, 
secretary-treasurer. Walker 


tors. 
Company owns and 
BT. 





NIELSEN’S OVERSEAS BOSS 
Chicago, April 26. 

Dr. Edward L. Lloyd has been 
appointed exec veepee of A. C. 
Nielsen Co., in charge of all over- 
seas operations. 

Dr. Lloyd has been managing di- 
rector of Nielsen United Kingdom 
Operations since 1941, and with 
Nielsen since 1939. 


and | 
(Ish Kabibble) in! 


Me- | 


operates | 





New Tele Biz 


Ruppert brewery has inked a 14- 
week pact for a twice-weekly, five- 
minute film show, titled “On the 
Sports Page,” to be aired via 











WNBT, N. Y. Agency is Biow. 


Other new business wrapped up 
this week by WNBT includes 
twice-weekly minute spots on the 
“Easy Does It” program, bought by 


American Cigarette & Cigar Co. | 


through Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell 
& Bayles; an 11:30 a.m. station 
break Sundays for Cameo Curtains. 
through William Lawrence Sloan: 


Pabst Beer for thrice-weekly sta- 
tion breaks, through Warwick & 
Legler, and thrice-weekly station 


breaks for Bulova through Biow. 
Athletic Supply Co. of Toledo 
has bought four new time seg- 
ments on WSPD-TV., tele outlet in 
that city, through Wendt advertis- 
ing. They include chain breaks 
preceding 1949 football games: a 
five-minute ‘Football Predictions” 
show for 10 weeks; 15-minutes 
“Sports Views.” and the harness 
racing coverage. In addition. 
Wendt placed a series of spots for 
Dolphin Paint & Varnish of Toledo. 





GE’s WBZ-TV Time 
Boston, April 26. 


General Electric Supply Co. of 
Boston has signed with WBZ-TV 
for a series of 15 minute musical 
films, “‘Paradise Island.” to be 
telecast just before all major 
league night ball games carried 


by station. 

Hub’s Hotel Kenmore becomes 
first hotel in this area to sponsor 
video with telecast of ‘Dancing 
Fashions” preeming Thursday (28). 
Show will be telecast direct from 
the Empire Room, exclusive eatery 
in the hotel. 
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'N. Y. Indies Plug Sandlots 
In Delinquency Drive 


Seven New York indies have 
agreed to promote sandlot baseball 


Local Programming Key to TV Future 


as part of a drive to combat 
_juvenile delinquency. Stations 
were called together by Harry | 


Henshel, president of WOV and a 
v.p. of Bulova watches, who is also 
one of the toppers of the New 
York City Baseball Federation. 

Broadcasters who will back the 
sandlotters via spots and _inter- 
views include WQXR, WOV, WINS, 
WNEW. WWRL, WMGM, WMCA 
and WHOM. 


Stern, Leder Combine In 
Indie Package Distrib 


Charlotte Stern, former promo- 
tion chief for both NBC-TV and 
Dumont, has set up a new tele- 
vision package sales company in 
association with Bob Leder, former 
account exec with WVNJ, Newark 
indie. Outfit, labeled National 
Television Associates, is designed 
to distribute indie packages to net- 
works and stations or direct to ad 
agencies and their clients. 

Indie producers signed so far in- 
‘clude Henry Alexander and Sher- 
man Beck, Steve Howard, Lamp- 
lighter Productions, Nancy Waring 
and Dorothy Waring. In addition, 
the outfit is now readying a show 
for bandleader Noro Morales. 


Detroit’s Biz 
Detroit, April 26. 
Detroit Edison Co., Gordon Bak- 
ing Co., Good Housekeeping Shops 
and Ned’s Auto Supply have pur- 
chased spot announcements. on 
WXYZ-TV. 





Philadelphfa, April 26. 
With television costs mounting 
and the possibility of only a hand- 
ful of million-dollar accounts able 
to afford TV on a national scale, 
the future of the medium will de- 


pend largely on local program- 
ming. Kendall Foster, television 
director of the William Esty Co., 


made this statement in a speech 
heavily backed up with statistics 
and costs figures at the dinner 
meeting of the Philadelphia Tele- 
vision Assn., in the Penn Sheraton 
hotel, Wednesday (20) 

Programming rather 
announcements must be the basic 
consideration of the national ad- 
vertiser entering the television 
field, Foster declared. “Spot buy- 
ing for the national advertisers 
must be opportunistic. As a result, 
it means that an advance budget 
of indeterminate amount must be 
set aside so that the agency can 
take advantage of spot deals that 
arise on 24 hours’ notice and must 
be concluded within that time if 
they are not to be lost.” 

To do a saturation job in spot 
buying at the present will cost a 
national advertiser at least $20,000 
a year. Within a few years that 
figure will kite as high as $1,000,- 
000. Foster said buying once a 
week in every market calls for a 
spot announcement budget running 
from $45,000 to $90,000 a year. 
One spot announcement a week on 
every TV station now in operation, 


than spot 


As Costs of Programs, Spots Mount 


he estimated, brings the cost up to 
$150,00 a year and upward. 
Association nominated officers, 
who will be formally elected at the 
May meeting, as follows: Al Bern- 
sohn, RCA-Victor, president; Hal 
Lamb, Geare-Marston agency, 
vice-prez; James Tabor, Richard 
A. Foley agency, secretary, and 
Mrs. Billy Farren, treasurer. Ken- 
neth W. Stowman, WFIL-TV chief, 
was named chairman of the board. 
Nominated for board membership 
were: Ned Rogers, Gray and 
Rogers agency; Edward A. Davies, 


Dick Strome Television; Martin 
Katz, WCAU-TV sales; James D. 
McLean, Philco Corp.; Ray J. 


Bowley, of 
Orodenker. 


WPTZ, and Maurie H. 





Schnoz’s Stint for ‘Bugs’ 

SOS’d by Arthur (Bugs) Baer, 
Hearst columnist, Jimmy Durante 
trekked to New’ York with his 


troupe to appear at the Banshees 
fete thrown by Hearst organiza- 


tion at the Waldorf-Astoria yes- 
terday (Tues.) for visiting news- 
paper editors. With Durante for 


the shindig were his manager, Lou 
Clayton, Eddie Jackson, drummer 
Jack Roth and pianist Jules Buf- 
fano. 

In order to make the junket and 
provide the team with a N. Y. holi- 
day, Durante tape-recorded his 
NBC broadeast for Friday (29). 
Group will return to L. A. in time 
to do the May 6 program live. 
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PRIL 12, 1924, WLS began 
policy of service and down to 
earth entertainment, as reflected in 
these 1924 news items. Dinner Bell 
Time, America’s oldest farm service 


program— Homemaking programs— 


1924—1949—25 years of service and entertainment 
te lear Churnel Slaton 


890 KILOCYCLES, 50,000 WATTS, AMERICAN AFFILIATE. REPRESENTED BY JOHN BLAIR AND COMPANY. 


constantly improved 





the one and only WLS National Barn 
Dance—market services—weather— 
WLS pioneered them all in 1924— 


continues them in 1949... but all 


growing needs of Midwest America. 
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British 


By HAROLD MYERS « 


London, April 19. 

Analysis of audience reaction to 
London television programs tele- 
cast by the British Broadcasting 
Corp. shows that straight plays at- 
tract on an average a nightly audi- 
ence of over 500,000. This figure 
is based on a coverage upwards of 
90° of receivers licensed for use 
at the present time and allowing 
approximately five viewers per set. 

Inquiries conducted by Listener 
Research have shown that while at 
least 50° of the viewers tune in 
to every program, peak reception 
goes to the legit section with its 





comedy and dramatic offerings. 

Although live performances hold 
first place, newsreels and outside 
broadcasts, which deal with cur- 
rent events or items of general 
interest, are a close second and 
attract substantial audiences. 

Despite the fact that vaudeville 
gets two peak dates monthly with 
Saturday evening bills, they only 
succeed in rating third place, al- 
though on occasions when a topline 
show is available viewing tends to 
svar to top place. Case in point 
was the recent telecast of the Em- 
bassy Club’s Copa Revue with 
Tommy Trinder, which proved to 
be one of the most successful light 
entertainments put out during the 
last year. 

Pix In ‘Also Ran’ Category 

Probably because they have to 
rely on oldies, films are well down 
on the popularity roster and mo- 
tion picture programs during re- 
cent months have only attracted 
the minimum proportion of the 
viewing public. However, the 
BBC is intent on expanding its own 
film department and at: the pres- 
ent time has a unit touring the 
Continent filming a series, which 
will be put out under the omnibus 
title of “Foreign Correspondent.” 
This will be a silent feature, and 
will be presented as part of a live 
program with a studio commen- 
tary and the celluloid subject mat- 
ter interpolated with maps and 
other aids. 

Regular video features, such as 
“Picture Page’ and “The Inven- 
tors’ Club,” continue to attract a 
substantial but steady viewing 
public; but a recently-inaugurated 
program series, under the general 
heading of “London After Dark,” 
has folded after the first two ex- 
perimental items because it was 
found that the tremendous amount 
of work and research involved was 
not justified by the reception. 

Although acquisition of addi- 
tional floor space at Alexandra 
Palace will give much needed ex- 
tra scope to the TV units, it does 
not mean any extension. in pro- 
gram time, which for some time to 
come will be restricted to an hour 
in the afternoon and 90 minutes at 
night. Instead of providing ad- 
ditional entertainment, the space 
will be utilized, for the time being 
at any rate, to provide better re- 
hearsal accommodation which in 
turn will enable producers to pre- 
sent more polished shows. 





No Unmentionables 


For KTLA’s Cameras 


Hollywood, April 26. 


KTLA has turned down a 
woman’s “dainties” sponsor. Sta- 
tion head Klaus Landsberg related 
that he will not allow a display of 
femme frillies to go into the home 
by means of Paramount’s channel 
five. Policy applies to mere dis- 
play of undergarments as well as 
the live modeling of such. 

Undies sponsor is the second to 
be nixed by KTLA within a period 
of three months. Landsberg provi- 
ously tossed Pearce Bros. (funeral 
home) blurbs off the air when he 
decided that viewers just didn’t 
want to see their final resting 
place. 


‘Diary’ Tag Changed 


Hollywood, April 26. 

KFI-TV has had to change the 
title of Gloria Grant’s “‘Hollywood 
Diary” to ‘“Movieland Diary.” 
Move followed threat of a lawsuit 
by Reba and Bonnie Churchill, 
Valley Times columnists. 

Sisters claimed they had prior 
rights to the “Diary” tag, which 
they use on their column and also 
intend using for radio and tele- 
vision stints now being planned. 





Prefer Straight Plays On 
TV; Vaudeo Third in Popularity 








Kirk ‘Sees 


Continued from page 38 








tele sets than any other single 


factor in television, excepting TV | 


itself, of course. 
Incidentally, Berle on TV has 


been responsible for a sharp de- 
cline in theatre and nightclub at- 
tendance on Tuesday nights. At 
one successful eastside N. Y. nitery 
recently the night Berle returned 
to his show after having vacationed 
for several weeks, only four tables 
were occupied during the 8-9 pe- 
riod of the Berle show. Even the 
cafe’s management reluctantly ad- 
mitted that Berle’s TV-er seemed 
to be responsible for the slack. 


Kudner’s $2,300,000 Billings 


Kudner TV billings are broken 
down into approximately $800, 
000 annually for the coming Olsen- 
Johnson layout, 
for the Admiral revue, $600,000 
for Texaco. There’s another $200,- 
000 to Kudner for “Stop. the 
Music,” due next month as a one- 
hour package divided equally be- 
tween Admiral and Old Gold 
(Kudner handling for Admiral; Len- 
nea & Mitchell for Old Gold). And 
| there are several shows that are 
| expected to be added to the roster 
by fall. The year 1949 will easily ex- 
ceed $20,000,000 total billings (in- 
cluding TV sales), and no small fac- 
tor in the rise is the agency’s rep ac- 
quired as a “television agency.” 
In fact, Kudner has had to turn 
down business because of the in- 
ability to handle it. Lack of man- 
power is held responsible for this. 
(All billings quoted do not include 
time costs, and are for 39-week 
periods, though Buick may go 52.) 


Kirk envisions that, ultimately, 
weekly sponsor costs will go as 
high as $75,000 for some big manu- 
facturers. This, of course, is al- 
most four times whac some big 
sponsors spend currently on radio. 
He sees bankrollers splurging on 
tele because of the “atomic” sales 
force of the visual against the 
purely auditory. And sponsors, he 
avers, won’t mind spending that 


kind of money because of the tre-| 


mendous returns involved. He sees 


video creating a selling impetus | 


similar to that achieved by the 


new medium of 20-odd years ago. 


—radio. In short, radio is now get- 
ting what it dished out in 1929 to 
newspapers and publications, from 
an advertising revenue standpoint. 
And one can also add the publi- 
cation field to those that have been 
currently hit by the effects of TV’s 
rise, though mostly from a reader- 
ship point of view. 

In telling the “inside story” of 
TV's first bigtime show, Kirk re- 
veals how in January, 1948, he felt 
the time was right to go into ma- 
jor-league tele. He was consider- 


ing a show for Texaco. J. H. S. 
Ellis, the company’s president, 
backed him all the way, and 


_thus did Texaco, Kudner and the 
| William Morris agency get to- 
| gether on the Berle format. The 
| Show opened with a 38 rating, and 
the rest is history. It’s gone as 
high as 80; much of the time it 
hasn't been far off that figure. 





WCAU Accents Murder In 
Traffic, Safety Spots 


Philadelphia, April 26. 
WCAU is processing all public 
service announcements for traffic 
and highway safety so that the 


theme of “Murder On the High- 
way” is accented. Purpose is to 
publicize WCAU’s Sunday docu- 
,; mentary series “Murder On the 
, Highway” and to lend dramatic 
‘emphasis to the announcements. 
Instead of routine safety spots, 


around $700,000 | 


_WCOP Sets Hub Music 


Critics for Opera Sesh 
Boston, April 26. 

WCOP, ABC affiliate here, which 
is extending the opera season with 
a series of recorded operas Sat- 
urday afternoons, will have some of 
_ the Hub’s outstanding music critics 
on the April 39 broadcast. Ap- 
‘pearing as an intermission feature 
will be Rudolph Elie, Jr., of the 
Herald, and the iocal VARIETY 
mugg; Cyrus Durgin, Globe, and 


Warren Storey Smith, Post. They’ll | 
discuss the recorded performance | 


of Mozart's “Cosi fan Tutte.” 

Boris Goldovsky, 
intermission commentary during 
the airing of the Metropolitan 
Opera broadcasts, is performing 
the same chore on the disked ser- 
ies. 


It Has Ap-peel But 
| Coast TV Nixes 


Strip Routine 





Hollywood, April 26. 


Joe Zucca’s Opera House has 
been making a pitch to get a 
“modified” strip tease show, star- 
ring Betty Rowland, a video slot 
but apparently there will be no 
strip on Coast television this year. 
Station operators may be _ inter- 
ested, as the feeling is that it 
would certainly be visual, but as 
ABC topper Dick Goggin said, “I 


don’t think we’d get the Parent | 


Teachers Assn. to endorse it.” 


Stations feel that a preponderance | 


of the viewers would raise their 
meek voices against the unveiling 
tactics. NBC’s Hal Bock asserted, 
“We prefer to play to an audience.” 

Zuccea has visions of presenting 
a late show which, it is said, would 
offend no adult family. Gags will 
be dusted and chorines’ curves cov- 
ered. Miss Rowland, who would 
handle the strip spot, would save 
her routine’s coup-de-grace until 
only the paying audience within 
Zucca’s nitery in Culver 
would be viewing the final peels. 
In essence, Zucca’s idea would 
provide hinr with a means of semi- 
teasing, via video, patronage into 
his spot, through use of a strip- 
tease. Miss Rowland is a long- 
established top-burlesque stripper. 


pay all charges for talent and line- 
charges from the Culver City em- 
porium to any station taking a 
chance on the stunt. 


Early Season Finale 
| For Skelton, ‘Riley’ 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Procter & Gamble is shortening 
the season for both Red Skelton 
and “Life of Riley’’ due to con- 
tracts on both time and talent ex- 
piring about the same time. Both 

shows sign off late in May. 
Skelton is moving over to CBS 
next fall and “Riley” will be at 
liberty, P&G hitch hiking the Prell 
commercials to other of their pro- 
grams. 








Duquesne Giving Pitt 


Its Ist College Station 


| Pittsburgh, April 26. 

Duquesne Univ. has begun con- 
struction on what will be Pitts- 
burgh’s first college radio station, 
WDUQ. The FCC granted the uni- 
_versity a license late in February 
to operate the 10-watt FM non- 
commercial, educational station. 

Plans call for two soundproof 
studios, control room, newsroom, 
‘record library and a script-writ- 
ing laboratory. The antenna will 
be erected on the roof of the five 
story administrative building, 
which _ overlooks Pittsburgh’s 
Golden Triangle. 





,WCAU now urges “Prevent Mur- | 


_der On the Highway,” “Stop Mur- 
'der On the Highway,” etc. as the 


punchline to each message. Sta- | 


| tistical info, driving tips and other 
pertinent advice is handed out 
along with the slogan. 





Detroit — Chevrolet dealers of 
Detroit, through Campbell-Ewald 
purchased five one-minute spots 
weekiv over WXYZ for 52 weeks 
effective May 2. Hudson Motor 
Car Co., through Brooks, Smith, 
French & Dorrance, purchased 
five one-minute spots weekly on 
WXYZ. 


0’Keefe’s Dallas P.A. 


Dallas, April 26. 

Walter O’Keefe and the entire 
cast of the NBC “Double or Noth- 
'ing” show is due here for five 
broadcasts which will originate 
from the Automobile Bldg. at Fair 
Park May 2-6. Ajrings will be 
part of the first annual Southwest 
Sports and Vacation show being 
held at the Fair Park. 

There will be a_ pre-broadcast 
show daily from 12:30 to 1 p.m. 
and then the air show from 1:30 to 
'2 p.m. coast-to-coast. 


who handled | 


City | 


Zucea, in pitching his plan to) 
‘local telestations, has offered to! 








| CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








| San Antonio—For the third con-| downtown stations, 
secutive year KTSA will air the| mornings weekly at 9:30. Features 
complete Battle of Flowers parade | Mary Bowden, local maternity con- 


'held here as part of the Fiesta de 
San Jacinto. Airing will be under 
the sponsorship of the Fourth 
Army Recruiting District. 
gram will be aired from a vantage 
point on the balcony of the Gunter 
hotel. 








Fredericksburg, 
Winters has been named manager 
of KNAF here, which is owned and 
operated by the Gillespie Broad- 
| casting Co., and is local MBS out- 
let. It operates on 1,340 kilocycles 
with 250 watts. 





Dallas — WRR-FM has begun 
standard operations here, becom- 


ing the fourth FM outlet on the} 


local airlanes. The outlet will air 
daily from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and 


from 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. on chan- | 


nel 266 or 101.1 megacycles. 





Dallas—Alex Keese, local and 
regional sales manager for WFAA, 
a former musical director for the 
outlet stepped back on the podium 

|last Friday to conduct the Texas 
| Power and Light program over 
WFAA. 

Keese first conducted the TP&L 

airings nearly 20 years ago. 





San Antonio — Hull Youngblood 
has joined the announcing staff of 
WOAT here. He formerly was as- 
sociated with the outlet for four 
months prior to entering the Army. 
He comes here from KDYL-TV, 
Salt Lake City. He was formerly 
announcer at KNOW, Austin, and 
associated with the Radio House, 
Univ. of Texas. 





Schenectady—Ed. W. Mitchell, 
WGY farm adviser for more than 
20 years and co-conductor of “The 
Chanticleer” program, was stricken 
with a heart attack last week at his 
farm home in Stuyvesant Falls. 
Mitchell also has telecast on “Farm 
Picture” via WRGB, Schenectady. 





St. Louis — Charles Stookey, 
KXOK farm editor, will conduct a 
soil conservation air tour next 
week with persons making the trip 
to obtain a bird’seye view of con- 
servation practices and the need 
for more of it. A series of flights 
will start from an Illinois airport 
near St. Louis. Stookey, who holds 
a private flier’s license, will lead 
each trip. 





Minneapolis—In order to prove 
to a prospective client the efficacy 
|of its facilities for advertising pur- 
| poses, WDGY made several gratis 
|spot announcements offering $40 
men’s suits for $22.50. Results 
brought the station a sought con- 
| tract from the downtown clothier, 
|convincing the latter that it has a 
sufficient listening public from 
| which to garner customers. 








Charlotte—Floyd F. Kay, execu- 
tive vice-president of the Charlotte 
Chamber .of Commerce, says that 
since the announcement by Charles 
Crutchfield of the coming of tele- 
ivision over WBT, the C. of C. is 
making contact with television set 
manufacturers to locate a plant in 
this city, and that very good prog- |. 
ress is being made. | 





| Dallas — Dr. James T. Carlyon, | 
'Southern Methodist professor, has | 
chalked up his 1,000th broadcast on 
| WFAA. He is heard in a daily, | 
five-minute sermonette and began | 
on Feb. 1, 1946. The sermon ap- | 
propriately was titled “The Mil- 
lenium.” 





Lampasas, Tex.—The FCC has'! 
denied the request of KHIT here | 
to identify itself as “KHIT, Lam- 
pasas-Burnet.”” The FCC stated 
| that service of the outlet could not 
be regarded as a regular service 
_inasmuch as the distance to Burnet 
was some 22 miles and that it also 
was inconsistent with FCC policy. 


Waxahachie, Tex.—-The Ellis 
County Broadcasting Co. has been 
granted a license by the FCC for 
a new standard broadcast outlet to | 
be built here at a cost of $14,250. | 
It will operate daytime hours with | 
'500 watts on 1,390 kilocycles. 

Among the principals are C. C. 
Woodson, with 25° interest: En- 
-terprise Publishing Co., here, 25%: 
United Publishing Co., Ennis, Tex., | 
25°7, and five other individuals | 
with the remaining shares. 











Detroit—James Riddell, general | 
| manager of WXYZ and WXYZ-TV., | 
has returned to work after a four- | 
day general checkup at Detroit's | 
New Grace Hospital. 





Pittsburgh—‘Expectant Mother’s | 
Club” has switched from WEDO | 
‘in McKeesport to one of the big! 


Tex. — Gregg | 


| bring together 


| NBC Chicago farm commentator 


KQV, three 


sultant, assisted by Al Nobel, staff 
jock and announcer, and is snon- 
sored by loeal baby diaper service, 


Pro-} Program is written by Maddy Ross, 


wife of James Ross, Post-Gazette 
reporter...Milt Kerns and Don 
Tragesser, freelance producers, 
have sold their daily “Quickly 
Quiz” to a soft-drink outfit and 
\it’s aired daily over KQV at 9:45 
with Dave Scott in charge...Nor- 
man Krochmal’s “Jewish Gems” 
show on WHED in Homestead has 
been extended to a daily and Sun- 
day half-hour feature. Previously 
used to go on only twice a week. 
Si Bloom, KDKA scripter, has sev- 
eral Sketches and couple of songs 
(in collaboration with George 
Youngling, also of KDKA) in new 
Playhouse revue, “Of All Things.” 








Shreveport, La.—KTBS, NBC af- 
|filiate in Shreveport, increased 
its power to 10 kilowatts daytime 
and five kilowatts nighttime on 
| 710 kilocycles. 





| Des Moines — Harold Baker, 
_president of KIOA, Des Moines, 
has appointed Bill Wallace pro- 
gram director; Stan A. Todd, musie 
| director, and Don Ames, farm di- 
'rector, effective immediately. All 
have been associated with the sta- 
| tion for some time. 





| Mobile—Johnny Murray, former 
|all-night disk jockey at WDSU, 
|New Orleans, for two years, has 
| joined the staff of WMOB here. 
| Murray will handle station’s early 

morning disk show with an after- 
| noon shot forthcoming. 





|  Chicago— ABC survey of the 
| Breakfast Club studio audience 
showed that 72° of those attend- 
‘ing were femmes, while adult males 
numbered only 21%. Breakdown 
'of survey revealed visitors from 44 
states, Canada, Argentina, Hawaii 
|and Mexico. Half of audience ad- 
| mitted listening to show for eight 
years, and one quarter said they 
| were dial fans for 10 or more years. 





| Chicago — George Gallati, ot 
Needham, Louis & Brorby agency, 
is the new prexy of the Chi Head- 
line Club, professional chapter of 
'Sigma Delta Chi journalism frat. 
New directors include Con O’Dea 
'of ABC, Jack Ryan of NBC and 
| George Herro of Mutual. 

| Pottsville, Pa—Lou H. Murray, 
' general and program manager of 
WPAM, Pottsville, has won his 
third national programming award 
| for this year. His ‘‘Tone Portraits” 
|has just taken one of the grand 
| prizes in the “Let’s Go To Cuba” 
|contest sponsored by the Cuban 
Trade Commission. 








Nashville — Snooky Lanson and 
| Red Foley, WSM, Nashville, have 
_been busy recently making per- 
, Sonal appearances. Lanson, heard 
|} each week over NBC’s “Appoint- 
‘ment with Music” and on a south- 
(ern network for “Sunday Down 
South” as well as holding down 
WSM’s only disk jockey spot, cli- 
|'maxed a series of benefits in 
schools by appearing in Nashville’s 
Memorial Auditorium with the 
Salvation Army's 44-piece Earls- 


{court Band. 


Foley, singing emcee of the 
Prince Albert-NBC “Grand Ole 
Opry,” appeared with Snooky at 
opening day ceremonies in Sulphur 
Dell ball park, when the Nashville 
— met the Chattanooga Look- 
outs. 





Cambridge, Mass. — WLAW is 
broadcasting on the spot accounts 
of races in the home schedule of 
the Harvard Univ. crew on the 
Charles River. All broadcasts start 
at 5:15 p.m. April 30, schedule will 
Harvard, Boston 
Univ. and Mass. Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

May 7 sked will include Univ. 
of Pennsylvania, Navy, Columbia, 
M. I. T. and Harvard. Featured 
on the broadcasts will be Hugh 
Webster Babb and Byron Wood- 
man, both former B. U. varsity 
oarsmen. 





Chicago — Everett Mitchell, vet 
will receive honorary degree of 
Doctor of Letters June 6 at annual 
commencement exercises at Car- 
thage College, Carthage, Ill. 





Denver—Lucille Hastings, news- 
room staffer at KLZ, Denver, has 
just won two top awards in annual 
state-wide competition conducted 
by the Colorado Press Women. 
She took one first place award for 
a radio script, “Colorado Speaks, 
and a first in the news program 
category for the excellence of a 
radio newscast, 
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(RC Execs Boil Over Copying of 
Ives’ ‘Riders From Pre-Release Disk | 


a 
- 





Columbia Records’ top executives 
pit the warpath last week over a 
condition that has existed for some 
time among recording men and mu- | 
gic publishers. Strict orders were 
jssued by the company’s New York | 
and Bridgeport executives against 
any member of the artists and rep- 
ertoire division giving out to any- 
body acetate copies of recordings 
marked for future release. Disks 
are not to leave Columbia's offices 
yntil regular copies are on sale. 

Blowup was caused by the many 
jmitations by rival labels of Burl 
Ives’ “Riders in the Sky.” 
Ives found the tune himself and it 
was not placed with Edwin H. Mor- 
ris Music Co. until after he re- 
corded it. Yet, Vaughn Monroe's 
RCA-Victor version beat Ives’ to 
the disk marts and has almost 
completely taken the play away 
from Ives and Columbia. And it’s 
done in exactly the same way as 
Ives’ disking; so is Bing Crosby’s | 





| accompanying band. 


Decca disk and Derry Failigant’s | 


M-G-M platter. 


CRC execs assert that the Mon- | 


roe disk was possible because one 


of its men gave a Morris employee | 


a copy of Ives record, which sub- | 


sequently was used for demonsta- 
tion purposes with rival labels. 
Monroe recorded his in Chicago, 
using the same echo technique that 
marks Ives’ disk, and it was made 
before Ives’ recording was on sale. 
Victor doesn’t openly admit it, but 
Monroe’s platter actually was pat- 
terned after Ives. 

For years, recording men and 
music publishers have worked that 
way—that is, if the publisher had 
a friend or friends among record- 
ing men. It isn’t always easy to 
secure recordings from every com- 
pany, and if a copy of one major- 
label cutting can be secured it 
usually convinces recalcitrant rival 
labels that they must do the tune, 
too, for their own protection. 

In Ives case, he picked up the 
song from its writer, a Death Val- 
ley ranger who based the tune on 
an old Indian legend. He took it 
back to Ho!lywood and recorded it; 
later, Morris Music got wind of the 
tune and bought publication rights 
from the writer. 


AFM Slaps at 
MCA Sales Style 





Music Corp. of America felt the. 


wrath of the American Federation 
of Musicians last week. Agency 
drew a sharply worded wire from 
president James C. Petrillo which 


threatened suspension of the or- 
ganization’s AFM booking license 
aS a measure to halt what was 


termed “unethical booking prac- 
tices.” MCA denies knowledge of 
the wire. 


Exact basis of the charges against 
MCA and who stirred the union 
into action is undisclosed. But 
that the case is not trivial is indi- 
cated by the arrival in New York 
of Larry Barnet, head of MCA’s 
band department, who had been 
on the Coast. MCA received Pe- 
trillo’s wire Friday (22). Barnet 


arrived east late Sunday (24) eve- 
ning. 





Spike Jones’ 2-Niter In 
Chi Snares SRO 206 


Chicago, April 26. 

_ Spike Jones “Musical Deprecia- 
tion Revue” at 3,800-seat Chi civic 
Opera house Thursday (21) and 
Friday (22) resulted in turnaways. 
At $3.71 top, Jones grossed esti- 
mated $20,200, with 60 additional 
chairs in the orch pit. 

Overflow was to have been taken 
care of with 400 additional seats 
placed on stage. But Spike Jones 
nixed idea, claiming it would in- 
terfere with performance. 





New Mass. Dancery 
Boston, April 26. 

Restaurateur Howard Johnson 
and Don Carlos are set to build a 
5,000-capacity ballroom in nearby 
Dedham this summer. 

Plan is to operate it in coopera- 
tion with Music Corp. of America 
&s an all-season enterprise. 


Ella Strings Along 


Ella Fitzgerald will be recorded 
by Decca Records next week. with 
a group of strings as part of the 
It’s the first 
time the ballad, jazz, bop and what- 
have-you singer ever used strings. 
She'll make two tunes from “South 
Pacific’—‘‘Wash That Man Right 
Out of My Hair” and “Happy Talk” 
along with ‘“‘Lover’s Fold” and one 
other. 

Gordon Jenkins, Decca musical 
director, will conduct the date. 


Sky's the Limit 
To Ballyhoo Disk 


Hit for Monroe 


RCA-Victor is taking a new tack 
in record promotion Saturday (30) 
when one of Douglas Leigh’s ex- 
ploitation blimps will cruise over 
New York from dusk to 11 p.m. 
plugging Vaughn Monroe's hit disk, 
“Riders in the Sky.” So far, the | 
idea calls for the promotion to en- | 
tail use of only the running electric 
sign Leigh’s blimps use. But 
Victor’s exploitation men are hop- 
ing to arrange an animated sign 
that will put a ‘ghost herd in the 
sky.” They're trying for a loud- 
speaker system to play the record, 
too, plus blimp-to-mike phone con- 
versations between the’ blimp’s 
captain and N. Y. disk jockeys. 

Victor is putting exploitation 
pressure aplenty on Monroe’s re- 
cording. It’s the company’s first 
solid-appearing hit since the re- 
cording ban ended last Dec. 6. So 
far Victor has shipped over 300,000 
copies of the platter since it was 
released a little over two weeks 
ago. = 

Cloud promotion has been used 
by Victor before, but in a different 
way. When Tommy Dorsey’s “Un- 
til’ was starting to move sales- 
wise, Victor used airplanes trailing | 
sky-signs to promote it over Penn- , 
sylvania college campuses. 


BING, PATTI ANDREWS 
TEAM ON DECCA BOP 


Bing Crosby and Patti Andrews 
join the musical trend next week 
when Decca Records will release a 
bop-vocal disk on which they're 
paired. Tune used is titled “Be-| 
Bop Spoken Here,’ on which) 
theyv’re assisted by Vic Schoen’s | 
orchestra. Backing is a country- | 
stvle thing titled “Wedding Day.” | 

In getting out Crosby and Miss 
Andrews doing a bop vocal, Decca 
outdistances rival companies. Capi- 
tol, for example, is soon to issue 
Jo Stafford riding the bop craze. 
Several weeks ago, Cap set bopster 
Dave Lambert to work teaching 
Miss Stafford the intricacies of bop 
singing as a means of keeping its 
top femme singer abreast of the 
trend. That Crosby got into first 
among the hotter names is no sur- 
prise. He has delved into every 
type of music in the past. 


Cap Relays 45 Players 
From RCA to Retailers 


Capitol Records branch distribu- 
tors began receiving 45 rpm at- 
tachments and players last week 
and relaying them to retailers. Ma- 
chines, mede for Capitol by RCA- 
Victor, which developed the 45 rpm 
instruments, carry the Capitol 
name instead of Victor's. 

Victor’s own machines have been 
on the market since April 1 and 
the company’s new seven-inch 
disks were released coincidentally. 
Capitol’s own 45 rpm platters have 
not yet hit the market. They will 
early in May. 














Eli Oberstein’s Varsity label 
marketing an album of the ‘South 
Pacific’ score. done by Harry 
Marshard, Boston society maestro. 


’ 
| 
! 
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‘from 75c to 60c, a royalty reduc- 
‘tion to 124¢ was almost automatic. 


Brigode Takes Over 
Urban Cleve. Dancery 


Cleveland, April 26. 

Ace Brigode, former bandleader, 
s becoming operator of Starlight 
ballroom at nearby Chippewa Lake | 
Park. 

Brigode, whose “14 Virginians” 
was a top-ranking band in this ter- 
ritory up to the mid-1930s, has re- | 
vamped policy of 1,000-capacity 
dance-dinery which opens Satur- | 
day (30) with Jimmy Dulio’s crew. | 
Spot will swing into a _ touring 
name policy on weekends after 
Decoration Day. 

Criss-Cross’ band kicks off sea- 
son Friday for Crystal Beach Park 
at Vermilion, O., which will bring 
in Russ Carlyle May 8: Ray 
Anthony, May 15; Tommy Carlyn, 
May 22; Alvino Rey, May 29. 

Polka craze has reached such 
proportions at Louis’ Bostnar’s 
Bowl ballroom that impresario is 
organizing a four-band polka carni- 
val for an Ohio tour after opening 
here May 5. Bostnar will team 
Johnny Vadnal’s Victor-recording 
outfit, Decca’s Sokatch-Habat Tune- 
Mixers, Lou Trebar’s Capitol Rec- 
ord polkateers and another juke- | 
box orchestra in dance shindig. | 
It’s already booked for Idora Park 
in Youngstown, O., May 11, and 
East Market Gardens in Akron, O., 
May 18, with two more dates ten- 
tatively lined up. 


Pubs Waver On 
Lower Royalty — 
With RCA’s 45 


Music publishers have as 
given no _ clear’ indication of 
whether they will go along with 
RCA-Victor’s request for a 1%4¢ 
per side royalty on the company’s 
new 45 rpm platters, which sell at 
65c. Pubs have been queried by 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee on 
mechanical and_ synchronization 
problems, and while some_ pubs 
have okayed the lighter royalty 
tap and a few have rejected it, too 








yet 


|few opinions have been ascertained 


to judge the outcome. 

Victor had been paying 2c a side, 
of course, on its 75c shellac platters. 
Ordinarily, a 65¢ disk would draw 
the same royalty. But, it’s almost 
standard practice in the music 
business to allow reduced payments 
per side on disks under 75c. For 
example, when Columbia recently 
dropped its regular shellac disks 


That also applied to Columbia's. 
seven-inch pop disks, which retail 
at 60c. 


Tommy Tucker Set 
For WOR Broadcast 
Of ‘Sing’ Stage Idea 


Tucker, out of the 
name band business almost two 
years, will resume activity next 
month. He has signed with WOR- 
Mutual to do a radio broadcast of 
his “Sing For Your Supper” idea, 
used on stage bookings before his 
original band was. broken’ up. 
After the weekly programs get go- | 
ing, Tucker expects to start doing 
one-nighters and to do the program | 
from the road. 

“Sing” starts on WOR-Mutual 
May 5, 9:30-10 p.m., and every | 
Thursday thereafter. Tucker will 
use a 17-piece studio band at the 
outset with the Ray Charles Quar- 
tet and a girl singer. Since the 
idea is applicable to radio it is to 
start in that medium, but the aim 
is eventually to put it on WOR’s 
New York television outlet. due to 
debut in August. Newt Stammer 
will produce the show, which will 
be sustaining. 

“Sing” uses four contestants who 
must guess the title of a song 
played by the band. 
they must then act out the tune’s 
lyric, in costume. Studio audience 
will judge the winner. For home 
listeners, a _ participation angle 
takes the form of having dialers 
suggest tunes for use on the show. 
Accepted suggestions will draw 
prizes. 





Tommy 





American Society of Disk Jor- 
keys chartered as a_ non-profit 
membership corporation in N. Y. 


If they do, | 


ASCAP Extends for Another 30 Days 


$1-a-Year Licensing for Television 


4 





—- 


Allen's Alley Sane 


Theme written by maestro 
Al Goodman to bring Fred 
Allen “in contact” with his 
Main Street, radio characters 
every Sunday evening has 
been rewritten as a pop tune. 


To Goodman’s music Mit- 
chell Parish affixed a set of 
lyrics. Number is’ tagged 


“Carousel of Love” and Mills 
Music is publishing. 


AFM Rules Vs. 


Wm. Morris In 
Spivak Snarl 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians last week crossed up the 
William Morris Agency by reject- 
ing its complaint against Charlie 
Spivak for cancelling 17 one-night- 
ers and filling in with a booking at 
the Shamrock hotel, Houston. 
which he booked himself. AFM 
told Spivak to go ahead and play 
the hotel and forget the one-night- 
ers, leaving Morris high and dry 
with the task of talking dance pro- 
moters out of dates due to start 
today (Wednesday). 

Morris’ complaint to the AFM 
outlined a claim that Spivak had 
confirmed every one of the book- 
ings offered in the string of one- 
nighters. Spivak denied making 
the confirmation. In answer Mor- 
ris pointed out that one-nighters 
Spivak is now playing were part 
of the string and that if he con- 
firmed those it’s fairly obvious the 
others must have been okayed. 
Spivak opens at the Shamrock to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Union did, however, participate 
in forcing Spivak to play the Ring 
Dance of the Navy’s graduating 
class, at Annapolis, May 28. Spi- 
vak_ didn’t want to play it because 
he doesn’t close at Houston until 
May 25. 

Spivak’s suit*for a release from 
his William Morris contract hasn't 
been adjudicated by 
executive board. 
soon. 








COAST AFM LOCAL NIXES, 


scale covering 


VAUDER FOR RAMOS 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Joe Venuti and his six sidemen 
started a one-week date at the Mil- 


| lion Dollar theatre today (26), re- 


placing Bobby Ramos’ 11-piece 
crew, whose contract was unac- 
countably refused by Musicians’ 


| Local 47. 


Ramos was threatened with a 
ne by the union in February un- 
less he paid off coin borrowed from 
the local’s advancement fund, the 
kitty from which bandleaders are 
permitted to draw money to or- 
ganize a crew. Ramos received 
such an advance last year, organ- 
ized a combo and played a num- 
ber of dates at Sunset Strip niter- 
ies. He hadn't paid as promptly 
as Local toppers thought he 
should, so he was hauled up on the 
carpet and reprimanded. More 
recently, he was on the carpet 
again because of a beef registered 


against him here by AFM nation- | 
No one at the | 
union would divulge the nature | 


al headquarters. 


of the charges. 

Ramos stated flatly that he had 
squared all beefs and that his slate 
was clean. Union toppers refused 
to comment on the matter at all. 
However, the date was nixed and 
the theatre hired Venuti’s crew, at 
a'‘flat $850 weekly, to fill out the 
engagement. 





J. Dorsey Seen Set 
With Col. Records 


Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra will 
probably become a Columbia Rec- 
ord property. CRC and Dorsey 
have agreed to a deal covering a 
five-year term, but haven't as yet 
signed the contract. 

Dorsey had been with M-G-M 
records until recently. His band is 
now at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., hitting 
| the road thereafter. 


/porary $l-a-year 
| which television has been using its 
/copyrighted songs pending the con- 
‘clusion of a rate structure. 


the AFM’s | 
Latter is to meet | 


.“Be the Good Lord Willing.” 
Levy, head of Leeds Music Pub- 


American Society of Composers, 


|Authors and Publishers again ex- 


tended for another 30 days its tem- 
license under 


Ex- 
tension was agreed upon between 
both factions when it became ap- 
parent that the negotiating com- 
mittees representing the Society 
and television broadcasters would 
not get together on a deal before 
the end of this month. Extension 
is to May 30 

Meanwhile, ASCAP is chuckling 
over recent reports that it is de- 
manding three times as much reve- 
nue from television as it now gets 
from radio. Currently, the Society 
draws 2°4° of network billings 
and 214% of affiliated station bill- 
ings from regular radio, on a 
blanket contract basis, less agency 
commissions and telephone line 
charges. At this rate, it drew 
nearly $7,500,000 last year for the 
use of its members’ melodies. 
When the contract between ASCAP 
and radio came up for renewal last 
summer, ASCAP did not ask for an 
increase, which automatically re- 
newed the pact for another nine 
years. 

As for television, ASCAP is ask- 
ing 3°o of gross billings, less the 
agency commission (15°). Tele 
men countered with an offer that 
was much less, in addition to de- 
ductions for coaxial cable charges, 
which are much greater than tele- 
phone charges, plus other deduc- 
tions. ASCAP rejected this offer. 
It feels that the 3% request is fair, 
in view of the amount drawn from 
regular radio, since television fig- 
ures to be able to make more valu- 
able use of copyright tunes, even 
under a small-rights license, than 
radio can now do. 

As for how high ASCAP revenue 
from video can go under that 3% 
rate, it all depends on television 


billings. If the latter shoots high, 
| ASCAP’s take will be high. The 
same applies to radio billings. It’s 


a cinch there’s no demand for 
three times as much coin. 


AFM Still Balked 
On Vidilm Rate 


American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has no immediate hope of 
being able to establish a _ salary 
the use of mu- 
sicians in films made purely for 
television. A short time ago it 





| seemed that the union would be in 


a position to come through shortly 
with the much-needed scales, for 
which many companies set up to 
make film for video have been 
anxiously waiting. 

AFM’'s complaint is the same. 
There are so many angles to bé 
considered, and new ones are being 
broached continually. In addition, 
the AFM is being extremely wary 
on the subject of allowing its mem- 
bers to make material that may be 
used over and over again without 
payment, thereby creating a 
Frankenstein of the same nature 
as shellac recordings, so heavily 
used by radio station disk jockeys 
in lieu of live music. 


Godfrey Gets 1st Crack 
At Tune He Inspired 


Chicago, April 26. 

Jack Fulton, Chi songwriter, has 
penned a tune cued from Arthur 
Godfrey’s sign-off phrase that has 
the boys on music row mildly ex- 
cited. Seems Godfrey’s signature, 
“be the good Lord willing, see you 
in the morning,” gave Fulton the 
idea for a lullaby to be called, 
Lou 





lishing Co., has secured publishing 
rights from Fulton and is with- 
holding offers from artists and 
orchs to record the tune, because 
he wants Godfrey to get the first 
crack at it. 

Levy claims he doesn’t want to 
get into a hassle like that which 
resulted in tieup of “Alright, Lovie, 
Drop the Gun,” which was introed 
by Godfrey but recorded first by 
other artists. It was later pur- 
chased by Feist Music, which tied 
up existing versions of “Louise” to 
get full benefit from Godfrey's Co- 
lumbia waxing. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 45 
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Starr Refuses to 
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ed music on taped radio broad APRIL 23 5 I = | | ! & —e|0 § & | : other month. He wants television 
casts. While there has been a defi- 7 ei esis 8 els @ gic s N interests to pay for the right to 
nite rate of payment for the use of This Last © a) g 3 : = e e . ele T film programs using material 
copyrighted tunes on transcribed wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title zidisisli# EldSizigi=zial s ae = Pg Rent oe = a. 
: ; ——— “oaacast 1 otner sections o 1e 
musical shows, none has ever been RUSS MORGAN (Decca) country. 
| established to cover tape, which, in 1 1 “Forever and Ever” 2 1 2 10 1 1 49 Starr’s refusal to extend free 
effect is the same sort of recording RUSS MORGAN (Decca) = kinescoping rights, which were 
but is not covered by the transcrip- 2 2 “Cruising Down River” 5 6 1 1 7 1 45 granted last Jan. 1 for 60 day s, 
tion agreement. And there is an RAY BOLGER (Decca) then extended another 60 days in 
increasing tendency among top ra-- 3 3  “QOnce in Love With Amy” . - 492 8 41 two. separate moves, is the first 
dio stars to tape their efforts. PERRY COMO \Victon break between music publishers 
As it stands now, publishers 6 6 Siti oe “ he ’» 2 6 and televisors. Kinescoping, of 
ee tie por dak per tation for \’—You're Adorable” _............. 8 5 7 32 course, is a matter strictly be- 
the use of their pop material on GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) tween individual publishers and 
disks, and 50c for standard tunes 5 3 So in OO seh veiw rsa ceceavac © 1 8 3 25 video nets. It is not a part of the 
deemed more valuable. This un- JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Capitol) @]| negotiating going on between tele- 
> doubtedly will be the basis for ne- 6A. 7 “‘A’—You’re Adorable”............... 1 6 22 |, vision and the American Society of 
gotiation of a tape rate. There MEL TORME (Capitoi) 4 Composers, Authors and Publish- 
are other angles, too. ne” renee 2 6 6 8 22 || ers for live broadcast rights. But, 
Publishers, incidentally, are not VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) and geet ye lh . major 
happy about the tendency toward 7 12 “Riders in the Sky”. 3 8 10 10 4 be ee eee eo 
taping high - rated commercial PERRY COMO (Victor) ~—_ F ciding ane srints with ASCAP's 
o—. eengporin ty poagent age 3 8 9 “Forever and Ever”... 2 3 17 |) extension of $l-a-year live broad- 
in a vance, som wh fie BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) cast rights to television during the 
mrsts bate tmeoseact, Ie folows|| 9s _“cruiing Down the River” ...cscccu2e 4-2 3 18 |) period negation tor the lt 
ectuns aontiaine i: te selection JO STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Capitol) |ter. When ASCAP extended that 
= ge 10A 16 “Need You” Saye nena P 2 6 3 9 15 ea wei age until May a 
s - SCS Ea aCE Fee ee ea - pending a deal, it was expectec 
In today’s market, a tune that FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) publishers would also sttend the 
looks good this week may flop 10B 15 ‘Blue Skirt Walts os toe sess oseess ses 5 2 15 kinescoping okays. None but Starr 
next, and vice versa. And when a RUSY MORGAN (Decca) has so far refused. 
pub knows that five or six weeks 11 11 _ “So Tired”... ceeeeees 8 2 12 WB's catalogs are the most ex- 
hence he’s going to drive a com- VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) tensive and most valuable in the 
paratively new tune it isn’t easy to 12A 13 “Red Roses for a Blue Lady” 5 6 ll business, based on ASCAP ratings. 
get a performer to do it on tape GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) mer , Without the rights to the songs 
3 = —_ advance cosmo na a 12B “Need You” 9 2 1) contained in them for kinescoping, 
rf er wants some assurance that the oy eh a ee televisors will have no choice but 
= song will be in demand when the 12C 13 oe (Decca) 8 4 10 11 to eliminate all WB-owned pops 
3 show finally hits the air. That a =a OE oe and standards from live broadcasts 
“ publisher rarely can give. As a ; SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 7 10 10 being kinescoped for rebroadcast 
3 result, taped shows lean toward 13A 6 Careless Hands” - 7 6 an on outlets not hooked into network 
¥ using established standards, there- PERRY COMO (Victor) links. That is, unless video makes 
x by decreasing the opportunity for 13B “Some Enchanted Evening” 3 8 10 a separate deal with WB, and that 
9 pop songs. And, while recordings BING CROSBY (Decca) isn’t likely at the moment. 
are of paramount importance in 13C “Some Enchanted Evening” ....__..... .. 4 8 10 
plugging songs, the high-rated "ENNIE HAYTON (M-G-M) é 4 
| commercial is also valuable for the i3D .. “dimahaee = aed ‘Ave * 1 10 Ask Emergency 1006 
: same purpose. "saan Han orn 
: lows a 10 3 9 For Philly Dell Concerts 
y ’ RYE KNIGHT D Philadelphia, April 29 
B. CROSBY-E. KNIGHT (Decca) ; , eiphia, Apri . 
> Court Upholds Pubs 14B “How It Lies” > ce paliaten 10 3 9 ho ga R. Mann, —— _ 
z e- ma general manager of the obin 
‘2 Right to Sue BMI ac 5 masonge oy ee 2 9 Hood Dell, Philly's summer con- 
> _frue in My Fasnion ... cert stadium in Fairmont Park, has 
3 Crestwood Music, Perry Alex- BING CROSBY (Decca) 9 asked city council for an appropria- 
+ ander and several other small 14D eo eer er rere es eee ‘is 8 . =< 5 T tion of $100,000 to make the al 
: | publisher plaintiffs won a partial 1 2 3 ‘ 5 ee ene 
victory last week in their N. Y. FIVE TOP KISS ME, KATE STAN KENTON WORDS AND MANHATTAN TO MOTHER “Arguing that Dell attendance 
supreme court suit against Broad-. 4 . ENCORES MUSIC TOWERS iddy Arnold would be larger if it were in bet- 
cast Music, Ine. Although Justice. Broadway Cast P 4 ter condition, Mann spurred the 
Louis A. Valente directed them to. ALBUMS Sra Centon Cees Gm | Cone ee vies park commission imto putting the 
serve a third amended complaint, Columbia Capitol M-G-M Decca ictor request in the form of an ordi- 
the court upheld their right to sue. ; nance which stated that an emer- 
The second amended complaint Disk Best Sellers by Companies gency exists. City | solons, accus- 
charges BMI with failing to secure (Based on Points Earned) tomed to Seer yaNeeeS, tabled the 
the maxi d- matter by throwing it into com- 
mum amount of broa y No. of : 
casting for the plaintiffs’ composi- No. of e.0@ mittee. The project will get a 
ti A desi Label Records Points Label Records Points J} hearing this week, although coun- 
ons and, instead, either destroyed 2 36 : : 
them or sold them for “junk.” It BOER. .isace cases ervey 9 197: | M-G-M .. ..cccccccccccccees cil ‘buffeted by a number of in- 
: é 2 1. PPE Peer e Teer ee 6 100 | Columbia ....cccccccccccces 2 24 vestigations into expenditures), is 
l 
was also claimed that BMI formed 1 9 
it ; erie i of Perret ror ere eee a 84 | Mercury .......eceerecveeees expected to turn a fishy eye on the 
its own publishing firm to com | | 1 for fund 
pete with the plaintiffs. Court ee ae : 
ae — —_——— The Dell concerts begin June 27 


tuted a good cause of action. 
Plaintiffs, in addition, charge 





restaurants and theatres, etc., in 
violation of a fiduciary relation- 
ship. On this point Justice Valente 
disagreed with BMI’s contention 
that since the plaintiffs’ tunes were 
copyrighted their remedy, if any, 
ae in a federal court infringement 
uit. 


Citing a precedent, the jurist 
Opined that the “acts of the de- 
fendant in giving unauthorized 
licenses to others . . . violated de- 
fendant’s obligation to secure the 
Sreatest possible income for the 
Plaintiffs from license for radio 
and television broadcasting.” 








‘So. Pacific’ Score In 
Col. Release by May 10 


Columbia Records expects to re- 
lease its album of the “South Pa- 
cific’ score, made with the orig- 
inal cast, between May 5 and 10. 
Broadway musical’s 16 songs will 
occupy six 10-inch recordings in 


the standard 78 rpm version and 
one 12-inch Microgroove LP disk. 

Work on the cutting was com- 
pleted last week under Goddard 


Leiberson, CRC’s Masterworks 
ead. 





ruled that these allegations consti- ™ 


BMI with licensing their music to | 











cut first album for Capitol 
Bob Parrish, baritone, 
from year at the Savoy Club, Lon- 
don, opened at Toby Jug, San Fer- 


Music Notes 


| Pied Pipers set for a two-week 


returned | 


| Eddy’s Restaurant 


stint at the Paramount, N.Y., start- 
ing May 11 
huddles with Coast rep Julie 
Losch 
Library service building 15 and 30- 
minute story formats around music 


tracks of Page Cavanaugh trio. 


Million Dollar stage layout July 
19 will be toplined by Sugar Chile 
Robinson. Lena Horne will get a 
flat $8,500 per week for a May 
14-June 9 stand at the Blackstone 
hotel, Chicago... Hugo Fried- 
hofer scoring “Brother-in-Law,” a 
musical 
heimer Benay Venuta goes to 
Tucson, April 29, for a Cancer So- 


ciety Benefit...Peter Lind Hayes 
current at Mounds Club, Cleve- 
land. . Lew Grade, British booker, 


who is opening a NY office, is due 
here May 1 to hunt film names for 
continental and English vaude 
dates this summer. Eddie Sher- 
man reps Grade here. 

Max Steiner accoladed by Venice 
Film Festival judges as composer 
of the best film score of 1948, for 
Warner’s “Treasure of Sierra 
Madre” .. . Dave Miller re-acti- 


vated Castle Records with Lesly | 


Grey etching four sides backed by 


| George Wyle’s batoning ... Peggy 


Ryan set to topline a four-act bill 
at the Hawaiian State Fair in 


... George Joy, head: 


f Santly-Joy Music, in town for | 
. " : ‘the Skitch Henderson orch 


World Transcription | 


; Dec. 


with book by Al Mann-..:- - - 


nando Valley. 

MCA sold the Cocoanut Grove 
and 
“Salute to Cole Porter” unit cur- 
rent at College Inn, Chi. It comes 
into the Ambassador hotel room 
13 for six weeks...Freeman 
Davis hired by Paramount to show 
Bing Crosby how to play the musi- 
cal bones for a “Riding High” se- 
quence. _ Mitch Miller, Mercury 
Records’ waxing director, in from 
Chi for etching sessions with 
Frankie Laine and Benay Venuta 
Ella Fitzgerald inked by the 
Million Dollar theatre to topline 
the vaude bill starting July 5 at a 
flat $2.500 for the frame... Meade 
Lux Lewis current at the St. 
Francis room at $220 weekly. 

Sarah Vaughan, current at Ciro’s, 
inked for a May 10 date at the 
Casbah, southside nitery, at $2.250 


per week. Arthur Lee Simpkins, 
now at Casbah, is getting a flat 
$1,000 per frame Foldo of 


House of Harris, Frisco, Saturday 
(23) concelled Arthur Blake’s $750 
weekly stint at the spot. Romo 
Vincent was the final attraction 
.. . Rudy Vatllee’s Castle Records 
sides of “The Stein Song,” “Whif- 
fenpoof Song,” “Alouetta” and 


“It’s Time to Sing a Good Night, 


Song.” hit the stalls nationally 


‘and continue through Aug. 4. Last 
season the Dell series was discon- 
tinued because of financial diffi- 

| culties. 


~ Band Review 


PIERSON THAL ORCH (7) 





Kansas City 

One of the smaller combos play- 
ing the name spots in the midde- 
west, Pierson Thal orch is back in | 
town for first time in three years. 
This time crew is on the stand at 
the new Baltimore Avenue restau- | 
rant recently opened by the three | 
Eddy brothers. Spot is a class joint | 
and calls for a smooth combo. 
Thal band fills the bill nicely. 

A refugee pianist from the con- 
cert circuit, Thal reorganized his 
crew after military service. Long 
time together has worked- crew 
into a smooth outfit with emphasis 
on the two-beat and sweet tunes 
favored by dinner dancing crowd. 
Thal gets a maximum of full flavor 
and versatility out of instrumenta- 
tion of three reeds, trumpet, 
drums, string bass and piano. 

Vocaling is done by Stuart 
Genovese and So! Feld of the reed 
section, Genovese handling ballads 
and Feld on rhythm and bounce 
numbers. Entire crew joins in 
much of the chanting, pointing up 
the impression that the goings-on 
are fun all around. Book also 
brings out a number of instrumen- 
tal specialties, headed by Thal’s 
own keyboard tickling. 

Thal band is a good bet where 
smaller combo is called for on the 


{ 
‘Mpls. Union Nixes Hike 
To Aid Symph Drive 
Minneapolis, April 26. 

George Murk, president of the 
Minneapolis musicians association, 
AFL, was one of three representa- 
tives sponsoring a resolution in 
the state legislature asking the 
Minnesota House of Representa- 
tives to contribute $10,000 to the 
current drive for $184,200 to pre- 
vent a Minneapolis Symph  or- 
chestra deficit next season. 

At the same time, the 90 or- 
chestra members voted to con- 
tribute to the campaign them- 
selves by refraining to ask for the 
wage increases, which they con- 
templated to do next season. 
Moreover, the musicians’ union an- 
nounced a $400 campaign contri- 
bution. 

This is the first vear in which 
the Minneapolis Symp association 
has appealed for broad support of 
the orchestra. In the past about 
1,000 contributors have made the 
donations necessary to bridge the 
gap between orchestra income and 
expenses. St. Paul, too, is cooper- 


| Honolulu, May 6-14... Jack Smith; Friday (29). 


club and hotel circuit. 


Quin. 


ating in the present campaign. 








$ 
, 
f 


Ben, 2 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 27, 1949 





ASCAP’s Appeal Stalled as Attys. 
In ITO Case Push Settlement Talks 





Intermittent negotiations for a+ 


settlement of the Harry Brandt 
suit against the American Society 
of composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers have now delayed for many 


months arguments of an appeal | 


from the decision of Federal Judge 
Vincent L. Leibell which ended 
ASCAP’s right to collect theatre 
seat taxes under its present opera- 
tional setup. Understood that ne- 
gotiations, handled by former 
Secretary of War Robert P. Pat- 
terson, have been renewed again 
after attempts at a compromise 
broke down several times. Brandt’s 
Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n 


Pop Faves Due May 2 
From Col. Records 


Columbia Records will issue a 
10-inch Microgroove Long-Playing 
disk May 2 carrying eight current 
and new pop tunes by pop artists. 
Called “Popular Favorites,” the 
disk will sell for $2.85 and is a 
radical departure from practice in 
view of the tunes and artists used. 

It'll carry Frank Sinatra’s ‘“Sun- 
flower’; Les Brown, “I’ve Got My 
Love to Keep Me Warm”; Dinah 
Shore, “Always True to You in My 











Sig Brushes 75e 
Label for 39c-er : 


Tops of the Tops 


‘Retail Disk Seller 
“Forever and Ever” 


Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Cruising Down the River” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“Cruising Down the River” 


Best British Seller 
“12th Street Rag” 
Zatch are ESD SHERBET, 











| 
Signature Records will virtually 


(N. Y.) was the plaintiff in this Fashion”; Frankie Carle, “Cruis-| discard the 75c label sold under | 


historic suit. 

Case is set to come up before 
the U. S. circuit court of appeals 
in May. However, a further delay 
in argument until the October 
term is likely to be pushed 
through, it is said. Original Leibell 
decision was handed down in July 
of last year and ASCAP filed no- 
tice of an appeal early last fall. 

While a blanket secrecy covers 
the negotiations, it is reliably re- 
ported that several majors have 
been encouraging talks which 
would permit ASCAP to continue 
as the one channel! for licensing 
musical compositions used in film 
productions. Hence, any settle- 
ment will undoubtedly grant 
ASCAP that privilige while modi- 
fying its power to split the syn- 
chronization from the performing 
rights and collect for both. 

Meanwhile, ASCAP is making 
no effort to collect from theatres 
pending the appeal. Judge Leibell’s 
ruling held that the Society’s op- 
erations violated anti-trust laws 
and implied that a complete reor- 
ganization of the outfit would be 
required if it wanted to license 
performing rights. 





Disk Jockey Reviews 











STUDS TERKEL 

30 Mins., Sunday, 1-1:30 p.m. 
Erie Clothiers 

WCFL, Chicago 

I's a novelty to find a jockey 
who makes a real attempt to pro- 
gram instead of grabbing the latest 
release. Terke has patterned his 
latest offering on the old river 
showboat, with drama, laughter 
and tears, all chronicled by record- 
spinner. Interspersed are disks, old 
and new, which fit in the theme of 
the story—one about a member of 
a singing trio who left home to be- 
come a single, fails, and returns to 
his wife, then achieving success by 
joining juartet. 

{ff sounds a little weak. but 
Terkel gives it a satirical brush, 
which should result in heavy 
chuckles. Transcribed commer- 
cials, interrupted by the jock, are 
in keeping with the rest of the pro- 
gram, but staff announcer should 
be used to read the bargains. Ter- 
kel’s spiel here doesn’t register: it 
needs more contrast. Credit is given 
the various artists at the end of. 
the program. Zahe. 
OFF THE RECORD 
With Alan Carter, Guests 
3 Hours 
Sustaining 
2:15 p.m., Sat. 


ing Down the River”; Doris Day, 
“Don’t Gamble With Romance”: 
Frankie Yankovic, “Blue Skirt | 
Waltz”: Dorothy Shay, “Mr. Sears | 
and Mrs. Roebuck”; Arthur God- | 
frey, ‘Could I? I Certainly Could.” | 





Col. Records Has Snarls 
To Untangle in Filming 
Pacific’ for March of Time 


Columbia Records Corp. is seek- 
ing to provide March of Time with 
shots of the recording of its “South | 
Pacific’ album as Columbia’s con- 
tribution to the M. of. -T.’s forth- | 
coming documentary reel on the | 
recording business. However, Co- | 
lumbia has many loose ends to tie | 
up before permission can be se-| 
cured, and even then the actual | 
filming will cost CRC several thou- | 
sand dollars in salaries. 

Columbia’s album of “Pacific” 
tunes is made with the shovw’s | 
original cast and clearances must 
be obtained from a dozen different 
sources, firstly the score’s com- | 
posers, Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, whose film rights 
must be considered. Too, there 
are possible film entanglements 
with Mary Martin, co-star with 
_Ezio Pinza, plus many other} 
| angles. | 
i In the event all clearances are 
obtained Columbia would have to 
pay salaries to bring in the cast to 
do the filming. It has already 
completed the recording of the 
score and the album is due for re- | 
lease between May 5 and 10. 


| 
l¢ 








WPTR, Albany 

(lib jockey, who does a three- | 
hour morning marathon five days a 
week, broadcasts for the same 
length of time on a- Saturday 
matinee. with guests. Time is also 
devoted to telephone conversations 
with listeners, taking “dedications.” 
and spinning platters. 

First hour and a half moves 
rather fast, but after that it drags 
and Carter himself shows signs of 
tiring. He commented, at 4:40 of 
Jast stanza caught, that he felt 
“tuckered out.’ The phone ex- 
changes with voung women dialers 
are flip. brash. kidding. Carter 
sometimes approaches the line ot 
bad taste. but the gals seem to 
like his “freshness.”’ Interviews 
generally come off well. 

Carter, who has demonstrated 
listening pull with the three hour- 
er, possesses an articulate tongue 
and a deep voice. He tends to talk 
too much, which he has admitted 
on the air Jaco. 


DOPE RAP FOR PITT TOOTER 
Pittsburgh. April 26. | 

Police here last week arrested 
Fred Moore, 30, local band mu- 
sician, who led them to a 16-pound 
cache of marijuana, enough to 
make more than 15,000 cigarets. | 
Stuff had an estimated value of 

$12,000. 





SO TIRED (Glenmore) Ter 


CARELESS HANDS (Melrose) 


COMME CI COMME CA (Leeds) .- 


I DON’T SEE ME (Laurel) 


SUNFLOWER (Famous) 


LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME 


YOU, YOU, YOU ARE THE ON! 
TRUE TO YOU IN MY FASHION (T. B. Harms) . 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Harms) 


CARAVAN (Mills) 
WONDERFUL GUY (Chappell 


PORTRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappell 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


1 DIDN’T KNOW GUN LOADED (Lewis) 


ee er eee es eee ere eee eeeeseeeeaeses 


the company title, when it begins | 
issuing next week all of its Sig-| 
nature artists on the company’s | 
new 39c Hi-Tone disks. Ray| 
Bloch, Alan Dale, Johnny Long’s | 
orchestra and other Signature, 
artists have already cut for the) 
39c sides and, in addition, Sig} 
will market quite a bit of catalog | 
material originally made to sell! 
for 75c, at the Hi-Tone 39c price- 
tag. 

Signature claims exceptionally | 
good reaction to its lower-priced | 
label since it was debuted seven 
weeks ago. It’s said 1,000,000 
disks have been made and shipped, 
and that led to the decision 
to make all artists available, 
at the 39c level. It’s explained | 
that Long, et al, are working for 
the Hi-Tone label on a straight 
royalty deal, no guarantee. Other 
artists such as Larry Douglas, 
Eugenie Baird, et al, have been 
working on a flat sum per side 
basis, no rovalties. 

Of Sig’s 75c catalog material, the 
first batch to be reissued on Hi- 
Tone at 39c will consist of 30 sides 
by Bloch, Johnny Bothwell, Alan 
Dale, Monica Lewis (now wit 
Decca at 75c), Connie Haines (now 
with TD. :ea’s Coral label). These 
will’ include the Dale-Haines hit, 
“Darktown Strutter’s Ball.” the 
Dale-Bloch hit, “Oh. Marie.” and 
Bloch’s “Begin the Beguine.” In 


| addition, 24 race and hillbilly sides 
‘will hit the 39c level as well as 


Paul Whiteman’s “Rhapsody in 
Blue” album. on four sides. to sell 
for $1.25. along with albums by 
Hazel Scott. Bloch and _ Long’s, 
“College Favorites.” 


{ Russ Mcrgan 


eee ee ee eee ee eee eee eeee 


(Campbell) 


eee eee ee emeeees 
« 
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| with the Dell Trio. 
chance and it’s worth using by | 


|move with the ,tide. 


Kay Starr re Capitol 


{Sammy Kaye........... Victor 
') Mel Torme 
S2OnY MOP, .... 00 0eveen Victor 
| Dick Haymes 
§ Gordon Jenkins....... 
‘Perry Como 1+¥ ee Ren 


} Paula .Watson ....... 
C2GY BEGTT. . ..ccecses 


{| Russ Morgan ae 


** USammy Kaye......... 
Ames Bros pews + 

Dinah Shore ........Columbia 
Vaughn Monroe ...... 


Peggy Lee re 
'' Doris Day 


Billy Eckstine 
Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 
King Cole 
§ Bing Crosby ..... err 
* Kay Starr. ...... ooee. -Capitol 
Betsy Gay 


re 














Guy Lombardo 
Round Waltz” - 
(Decca). 
“Merry-Go-Round” has a 


Jocks, Jukes andDisks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


“Merry - Go-| much better. It lays on th 

“Canadian Capers” | sel calliope flavor thickly aaj 
And attractive waltz,| winds up a smart disk. 
great | ferently than Lombardo’s it’s as 











Done dif- 


chance to keep rolling the ball| good. Entire ensemble t 
started by “Cruising Down the | vocal. ackles the 


River.” Kenny Gardner and Trio 
vocal. 


ard “Canadian Capers,” well done. 


Al Trace “Your Tears Came Too 


Flipover carries the stand-| Late”-“It Took a Dream to Wake 


Me Up” (Columbia). Al Trace 


Lombardo’s combo is also tall°on | trying mightily since his “You Call 


wax with “Five Foot Two, Eyes of | Everybody Darlin” 


Blue.” vocalled by Gardner and 


fying and likely tune, “You Can't 
Buy Happiness.” 

Blue Barron “Open the Door 
Polka”-“Whose Girl Are You” 
(M-G-M). “Open Door” is gather- 
ing wide attention. Novelty is well 


done by Barron, a lively, colorful | 


waxing of polka music and a lyric 
idea. It catches the ear, but isn’t 
likely to last long. Judy Valentine 
and Phil Goulding do the words. 
“Girl” is a nice polka. 

Jerry Wayne-Dell Trio “A Mil- 
lion Miles Away” - “Loneliness” 
(Columbia). Wayne got hold of a 
good ballad in “Million Miles” and 
he cuts it cleanly and smoothly 
It has a good 


jukes and jocks. “Loneliness” fig- 


‘ures to be lonely. 


Johnny Mercer “Missouri Walk- 
ing Preacher’ - “Candy Kisses” 
(Capitol). 
twines solidly around ‘‘Preacher” 
and his recording of it is reminis- 
cent of his “Accentuate the Posi- 
tive.” It has good possibilities and 


‘if it doesn’t hit, will still be spun 


aplenty. Starlighters and Paul 
Weston back him up. 
Kisses” is moving strongly on wax, 


and Mercer’s disk, a good one, will 


and Weston help. 

Carmen Cavallaro “Portrait of 
Jennie”’-“Dream of Olwen” (Decca). 
Cavallaro’s educated digits, backed 
by strings and harps, etc., paint a 


nice musical portrait of “Jennie.” | 
But Bob Lido | 


a good new tune. 
muddles it with an average vocal. 
“Dream of Olwen” is excellent 


pianistics, wax worth stashing in a | 


jock’s library. 

Art Mooney “Heart of Loch Lo- 
mond” - “Merry-Go-Round Waltz” 
(M-G-M). “Loch Gomond.,” vocalled 
by Johnny Martin, Madelyn Rus- 
sell and Mooney’s choir, is average 
listening. Mooney’s arrangements 
of this type always cram too much 
into them. “Merry-Go-Round” is 


Week of April 23 


(yp SREZ...10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines-----+--+**-- 


+ 3 {Russ Morgan...... «ee... Decca 

| 1, CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (11) (Spitzer) ......++++++++) Blue Barron. ..........M-G-M 

%. RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (10) (Mill)................. |G euann Monroe -.0++++.. Tetee 

3. AGAIN (6) (Robbins) dvhessibgnanesonvens ste Mme A OO7 Shas 

{Bing Crosby...... ...... Decca 

; 4. FAR AWAY PLACES (13) (Laurel) ........0seeseseeeee++++ ) Poppy Como... cece. Victor 

5. : {Vaughn Monroe...... Victor 

; RIDERS IN THE SKY (1) (Morris) ................ 0645 +009 Buel Ives 089 ee 

+ 6. OVE en ae Ste MTOR... .c0sw00s Decca 

$ I LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT HURTS (8) (Melody Lane) ......) Buddy Clark... 00... Columbia 

z “A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (1) (Laurel). .............06. ous SURG CHIP. .c0000005. Victor 
+ P . 

_$ 8 FOREVER AND EVER (1) (Robbins) .............00: oop, POE FCIEG. 20050060. damnam 
+ UPerty COMO... 6008s e dn ROCF 
7 ° 

9. SO IN LOV ) Bing Crosby .....0.... Decca 
; LOVE (1) (¥. B. Harms) ...... ce veeseeeeres cevceees } Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
+ 10. GALWAY BAY (16) (Leeds) ........... eae tai ae | Bing Crosby ......... Decca 
+ } Anne Shelton... ..... London 
. ¢ 
bf ] 
? Coming Up 


Decca 


SAE Ss oe 


.. Capitol 


... Decca 
. Decca 

Victor 
Supreme 
.. Capitol 


Mercer’s gravel throat | 


“Candy | 


Starlighters | 


died, mi 
have a good one in “Tears.” — 





rio. It’s backed by a very satis-| in his shuffle-rhythm style, tune is 


very likeable and stands up u 

| repetition. Bob Vincent = 
| chorus vocal. “Dream” has a good 
melody and fair lyric, the combina- 
| tion sounding good. Vincent again 
| vocals. 

Bing Crosby “Careless Hands”. 
‘Memories” (Decca). Good pairing 
but Crosby's plenty late on 
“Hands,” a widely played melody 
that so far hasn’t reached solid 
hit status. It’s possible he could 
provide the impetus. Ken Darby 
Singers assist. “Memories,” a 
standard, is not the real crack 
Crosby, but it’s solid enough for 
any library or juke. 

Derry Falligant “Riders in the 
Sky” - “Little Old Church Near 
Leicester Square” (M-G-M). Burl 
| Ives left a trail of carbon copies 
it seems, when he cut “Riders,” in- 
cluding Vaughn Monroe's, by far 
|the best. Falligant does a good 
job, too, using the same echo tech- 
|nique. He really hasn't the voice 
| for it, which simply proves how 
| great is the tune. It’s backed by 
|a charming new melody, done 
nicely. As a matter of fact, this 
is perhaps the best wax on the 
tune. 

Ink Spots “A Kiss and a Rose’ 
“Knock on the Door’ (Decca). 
Spots appear to have drawn two 
light melodies on this pairing. 
“Rose” isn’t very impressive and 
neither is “Knock.” Billy Kenny 
handles ’em both, and the spoken 
| break is taken on each side, a Spots 
routine that hasn’t been used too 
frequently of late. 


Platter Pointers 
Billy Williams gets a hefty push 
'from a solid sending band on his 
|country diskings of “Tennessee 
| Border” and “Tennessee Saturday 
| Night” (Coral), and his _ vocals 
| match; they’re fine . . . “Sister of 
| Sioux City Sue” is more like a 
Siamese twin to the original; Dick 
| Thomas’ Decca disking is good... 
'“Save a Piece of Wedding Cake 
for Me” is a new line of corn by 
{Frankie Carle (Columbia)... 
Rhumba addicts will be satisfied 
with Damy Simon’s “Rapsodia En 
Rumba” (Columbia), a piano recital 
to rhythm Decca reissued 
Jimmy Dorsey’s “Sorghum Switch” 
as “Cole Slaw,” backed by his 
“Parade of the Milk Bottle Caps,” 
on Coral ... Mercury ditto, with 
Eddy Howard's past hits, “Rickety 
Rickshaw Man” and “Ragtime 
'Cowboy Joe” backed up; they're 
| worthwhile . . , Jack Fina’s pianis- 
| tics have the same difficulty as 
| Carmen Cavallaro on “Portrait of 
' Jennie”—a listless vocal. 

Standout western, country, race, 
_ blues, polka: Texas Jim Robert- 
Son, “Daddy, When Is Mommy 
‘Coming Home?” (Victor); Foy 
| Willing, “You Told a Lie” (Capi- 
| tol); “Tennessee Border’-“Candy 
| Kisses,” Red Foley (Decca): Mike 
|McKendrick’s Three Cheers, 
'“South Side Boogie” (Selective); 
| Gens Autry, “Sunflower”: Red 
Sovine, “Lifetime to Regret” 
(M-G-M): Jimmy Wakely, “I Wish 
I Had a Nickel” (Capitol); Don Kid- 
well, “Jealous Heart” (Mercury); 
Curley Williams, “You Can’t Brush 
Me Off” (Columbia); Sabby Lewis- 
Al Morgan, “Ugly Woman Blues” 
(Mercury); Jimmie Davis, “I’m 
Hating Myself” (Decca): Sunnyland 
Slim, “Mud Kickin’ Woman” (Mer- 
cury). 


Osfeld’s Heart Attack 


Jack Osfeld, head of Blue Bar- 
ron’s Music publishing company, 

















Victor 
Coral 


Victor 
Capitol 
-«.-- Columbia 
Mmaweer M-G-M 


.. Capitol 
.. Decca 


Capitol 


(Figures in parentiieses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
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suffered a serious heart attack 
Thursday (21) morning in Syra- 
cuse. He was taken to Syracuse 
memorial hospital, where he was 
placed in an oxygen tent. His 
condition is not good. He must 
remain there from: six to eight 
weeks. 

It’s the second serious heart at- 
tack Osfeld experienced in the 
past couple years and, ironically 
enough, both occurred out of town; 
he lives in New York. Couple of 
years ago, while running Charlie 
Spivak’s music publishing firm, he 


‘collapsed in Hollywood and was 


confined to bed there several 
months. He was in Syracuse to 
confer with -Barron, playing the 
Hotel Syracuse. 
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~ Inside Orchestras—Music 


fddie Rio, new Coast AGVA chief, has added the Hollywood Ath- 
jetic Club to the list of spots he has knocked over for putting on free 
shows since he assumed his new duties. Rio dropped in and found | 
one AGVA member, singer Hal Winters, working for nothing and has 


Col. Pix Sets Arnold 


Eddy Arnold, perhaps the hottest | 
disk seller of all 
artists, was signed last week by 
Columbia Pictures. Deal calls for 
two pictures a year over an undis- 
closed term. Films are not yet 


country-type | 


hailed him up for a trial board hearing. Other acts, Rio reported, 
were two so-called “opera turns” and two ams. Rio told the Club 4¢signated. 
ement to stop the shows or start paying talent. When Club Arnold frequently leads RCA- 


toppers said they’d use only amateurs from now on, Rio warned that 
if the Club adopted that policy he'd bar all pros from ever appearing 


there. , 


“Cole Slaw,” a top sellirg race record in Harlem, New Orleans and | 
Washington, actually is “Sorghum Switch,” which Jimmy Dorsey cut | 
for Decea in 1940. Tune was recently recorded by Frank Cully on the 


Victor’s bestseller 
country-style music, 
outselling all pop artists. 


list 


s with his 


occasionally 





Quiz Block on Suit 


Martin Block was examined be- 


: : r the “Cole Slaw” tag When M: Col WOV ; : : 
Atlantic label under tag. en Max Cole, V | fore trial of the nia a 
(N. Y.), disk jockey, started turntabling it about a month ago sales be- os ‘oe Hike vol a0 os oom ss 
gan to pick up. Meanwhile, Louis Jordan has waxed it on Decca and breach of contract icnens took 


same firm is reviving the original Dorsey side on its Coral label, “Sorg- 
hum” writer Jesse Stone gave his permission for use of the new handle. 


place 


vesterday 


(Tuesday) in 
offices of Taylor’s attorneys. 


the 


ORCBESTRAS- MUSIC 


RCA Dips 20% In 
Ist Quarter Sales 


RCA-Victor’s first-quarter 
alty statements to music publishers 
dipped 20° under the previous or 
last quarter of '48. And the total 
paid out was approximately 60°% 
under the corresponding period of 
"48. 

Victor’s fiscal year starts Dec. 1. 
The quarter just paid represented 
the period from Dec. 1 to Feb. 28, 
including a few weeks of holiday 
sales. 

Figures represent pop sales al- 
most exclusively. 





Vaughn Monroe plays a week at 
the Fabian Palace, Albany, begin- 
ning May 4. 


roy- | 


“ASCAP SEEN ELECTING 
-— AHLERT AT MEETING 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers holds its 
regular monthly board meeting to- 
morrow ‘Thurs.) in N. Y. Meetings 
will probably see the Society’s an- 
nual presidential election. It us- 
ually occurs at the April conven- 
tion of the board. 

Fred Ahlert is president of 
ASCAP. If he’s re-elected, and in: 
dications are that he will be, it will 
be his second term. 


Frank Dailey experimenting with 
a battery of six spotlights perched 
on the roof of his Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J.. to attract at- 
| tention Hollywood style 
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Mills publishes. 


























Milt Bernhart and Stan Kenton’s All-Stars, now working the Barbary a Nee ¥> EES ° ‘ " reaues 
ast. Frisco, at $1,250 weekly, has only three former Kenton sidemen M- -M RK R W, ad 
pag ranks, trombonist Bernhart, tenor hornman Bob Cooper and alto- $ oS fom G 5 THE BA LEYS OF B OAD AY 
ist Art Pepper. Pianist, bassist and drummer never worked with Ken- te 538 aR HR: Fe OP a crest 
ton. Neither did Betty Bennett, former Alvino Rey oriole, now chirp- BA ‘ Ba Starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. 
ing with Bernhart. Additionally there is some question as to whether Yt ; 
Kenton, now in New York, okayed the billing. pee Opening May 4th—Loew’s State Theatre 
— mone 
Guy Lombardo is withdrawing only his arrangements of certain pee 
public domain melodies before turning his London Music firm over to boxs : : : 
Joe Santly for free. He’s transferring his arrangements of ‘“Humor- ee 3 y 
esque,” “Tales of Vienna.” “Merry Widow Waltz.” “Vilia”’ and ‘‘Moon # - MY ONE ANT ONL 
Comes Over Brooklyn” into his Lombardo Music, operated by Breg- —_ 
man-Vocco-Conn. Otherwise, Santly takes over the firm as it stands , 
without any strings. All coin in the company’s accounts, its accounts mer 3 
receivable, etc., are retained by Santly. “ied HIGHLA 
9 ° | tee 
ogsings ystem Lyric by Ira Gershwin * Music by Harry Warren 
Richard Himber’s new development in logying broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. , ~ ‘ 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; Fs Refrain, Moderato 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for : 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 r.ajor territories, New + 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all \o eg Ales 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings Boy. When 1 went ro-manc-in’ I gied nothoughtto an-y wed-din' rink: 
of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 3 Girl. When 1 went a-danc- in’: no spe-cial lad I was en - cOur- ag - ing; 
Week of April 15 to April 21. is ERE ee eA roe & 
A Chapter In My Life Called Mary Shapiro p_ n I f } + t 
Again—*“Road House” Robbins % == = 
Always True To You in My Fashion—*‘‘Kiss Me Kate” T. B. Harms fr fr vi 4 bue 
A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” Williamson, « : , —P N chanc 
Oe ee rn ere Williamson | = Ev-’ry bon- ny las-sie was = my alah Dane oe No sia ; 
EE eae ee BE 6 Cee nd acne bed eh a eaee es Marks; 7% Ev-’ry like - ly lad-die was my bigh - lund ani eles 
ARES SS oe ere eee ee Duchess ~4 ett NE han. Rae oer ——— ew 
EEE EE ee hkl lll } 1 
IE a i ee ga, aneh sy bw acs 4b a a Melrose: ™% 
el ns og viola uw op dna ewe ORO Leeds| & ~ ; 4s can- 
Dee ed ca euevead cbbbeubebees bbe Spitzer was 1 chanc-in’; I’m not the mon you dan-gle on & ovens: - eo a 
ee, rh. Oi eee hbaee kee ES Robbins I was glanc-in’ Well, noth- in’ real- ly worth the men-tion- ing: ne 
Galway Bay A ERT A ee rere eee Leeds 
if I Could Be With You—?“Flamingo Road” ................ Remick 
4 7 a PR ies as hog dae bubvh ow Rd bbe wo Medan Leeds 
a Ee re rrr 3erlin . t ~ 
ol ela viawededeadenseeewetns Bourne’ © ’ Ra F r F . 
Look Up .... eee ee eee eo eee eee re ire or ae Paimar " wuit-ino’ for the real, real thing. Though I danced each girl in the 
Love Me, Love Me, Love Me a eS Miller) wait-in’ for the real, real thing. Thoughthey spoke real soft in the 
My Dream Is Yours—+“My Dream Is Yours” ............ Witmark #4 | A ee Panna 
No Orchids For My Lady 1 Saar iralp rite pr erin Leeds) 23 $_— ' — I Jet > + —} — f+ ——> 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine ........ ............ Lombardo’ ™ o>? : rr ti: t+ 30 at: 
So In Love—*“Kiss Me Kate” ............ ...cceccevess T. B. Harms . = 3 te sd Dd fo aa. 
Some Enchanted Evening—*‘“South Pacific” ............. Williamson ee ee , a would 8 An’ | went my way till the 
Someone Like You—*"My Dream Is Yours” .............. Harms 4] twist and twirl ca one onda ao, Till it came to pass to this 
Sunflower PRI ee ee wees ee cess cite eeeeeeeees Paramount | moon-licht oft, ma _ : nl ee eee 
he Streets of Laredo—i“Streets of Laredo” ............. Famous .-. ia ee | } {_— +—+ 
Underneath the Linden Tree .......... 0... ceca ee ees La Salle =o i 
While the Angelus Was Ringing ....................6.. Melody Lane 3:4 
Le teranen ee ere one ........Porgie| rT - F? # we 
_ The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development > fa- tal day in the fling I was flung with you. Ob! now my heart is pranc-in 
in logging broadcast performances. ee luck-y lass in the fling I was flung with you. Oh! now my heart is pranc-in 
ec eas aedacnsuniewi Words & Music =. i ek 
ee ees ek eubbabes seed Laurel 4 —__—>.__ f+-—+ 
ie sts i nok vine basdevereeeeacd $1 Remick 7 $ } T= 
aca Cry, Cry Baby ........ Pca tek alge me eminent obi Santly) = +- + & 
reamer With p— | c” .. girerer Coe a eerer Simon = ’ , 
Everywhere coo oe —- — epetocnomeaee Lombardo = Gay as- a Lord and hap- py s : . The years Lil weath-er_ in the 
ol ods) ised ob eedetasedbababens ty Laurel a rm ie oo oe oe , 1) a 4 
Great Guns oe Ae Feist : } : 
I Don't See Me In Your Eyes Anymore ' Laurel : : 
If You Stub Your Toe On the Moon—‘“Connecticut Yankee”. Mayfair 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World okk ee eee BMI 
I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm .........ccsccsscceres Berlin 
Just Reminiscing ............. aaw i 3 Jewel 
Kiss Me Sweet ...... SE Le eee ee ree Advanced = 
Once and For Always—i“Connecticut Yankee” .............. Melrose a 
Once In Love With Amy—*“Where’s Charley” ........... Morris ‘4 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady.......... Es Keeney a Mills 72y)) 
Gr, ii bas dence ssanecaevetes Warren Pub. w a) 
2 th aR ere Crystal 
WO, FO MOG Me ONE oon. ckccnssscessscecescss: Campbell 
* Filmusical. *Legit Musical. 
| Vancouver Picks Singer 
MUSICIANS’ HANDBOOK Vancouver, April 26. 
' Conductor Jacques Singer pacted 
STANDARD for a further three-year period 


with the Vancouver Symphony at 
a reported $15,000 per. On heels 
of this came announcement by 
longhair association that orch faces 
a deficit of more than 37G this 
year. 





DANCE MUSIC CUIDE 


* A classified and alphabetical list of the 

st and most popular standard Foxtrots, 

‘ Waltzes, Showtunes, Rumbas, efc., with 

Original Keys & Starting Notes - Over 

5.000 Titles, 100 Classifications, 300 Shows, 
#4 Pages. 





nA list @f over 300 Top Shows with their 
it Tunes, Years, Composers, Keys and 
Starting Notes, including — "The Song 
Histories of Favorite Composers’. 
* “Song Hits through the Years’. . . The 
outstanding songs of each year, from the 
Gay-Nineties to the present day. 
SEND FOR YOUR 
COPY TODAY $1.00 
S0c Edition Also Available 


A- RAY DE VITA 


and concert master. 
| 





Barrett Quits Detroit 

James Barrett, assistant concert- 
master of the Detroit Symph, has 
‘resigned to accept a similar posi- 
‘tion with the Cleveland Orch. 
' He will succeed Andor Toth, 
leaving Cleveland to become as- 
sistant conductor of the Houston 
Symph. 





Kerboskeor’ vesue 


Albert Steinberg reappointed for | 
another year as assistant conductor 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


eeeeeres ( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1 948 ) +ooooree 


ARIETY 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 
All Rights Reserved) 
Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
it is suggested that these installments be 


Compiled for 


(Copyright, Variety 


Cavalcade started publication serially. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that this materi! is copyrighted and may not 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 
(Cantinued from Last Week) wait 
: i > Daisies Won't Tell. w., 
1908 (Continued) i 


Yankee Prince). w., m., George M. 


. iano solo. 
Cohan and Pian 


Danse Negre. 
don: Elkin & Co., cop. 1908. 
Don’t Take Me Home. 
cent Bryan. m., Harry Von Tilzer. 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 


Consolation. : w., 
den. m., Theodore F. Morse. F. 
Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 

Cuddle Up a Little Closer (The 
Three Twins). 
m., Karl Hoschna. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1908. 


Down Among the Sugar Cane. 
w., Avery and Hart. m., Cecil Mack 








and Chris Smith. The Gotham-| Steel subsidiary, ordered its em- 


Attucks Music Co., cop. 1908. 
Down in Jungle Town. w., Ed- 
'ward Madden, m., Theodore F. 
'Morse. F. B. Haviland Music Pub. 
'Co., cop. 1908. 
| Golliwog’s Cake Walk (in: The 
| Children’s Corner). Piano solo. m., 
| 





on and off the premises. Likewise 


all 





of feminine smoking. Meantime 

Paris: | Georgia went dry. 

| now passed the 50,000 mark. 
Motion pictures, still tail-end 

|features for vaudeville shows, be- 

|gan to give a better omen for the 

future. Biograph was 


Achille Claude Debussy. 
Durand & Cie., cop. 1908. 
| Good Evening, Caroline. w., Jack 
Norworth. m., Albert Von Tilzer. 
The York Music Co., cop. 1908. 

I Don’t Want Another Sister. w., 
Leroi Scarlett. m., Edna Williams. 
Jos. W. Stern & Co., cop. 1908. 

I’ve Taken Quite a Fancy to You. 
w., Edward Madden. m., Theodore 
F. Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
cop. 1908. 

if I Had a Thousand Lives to 


Kodak” (518 ft.), and “Dr. Skinum” 


(592 ft.). 
The Carlisle Indians footbail 
Jim Thorpe for 


aggregation had 
foctball’s alltime 


star. One of 
heroes, Thorpe in 1912 won the 


Live. w., Sylvester Maguire. m.,| Olympic pentathlon and decathion, 

Alfred Solmon. Jos. W. Stern & but they made him return the 

Co., cop. 1908; assigned 1920 to trophies. 

Edward B. Marks Music Co.; as- At the Polo Grounds, N. Y., Fred 

signed 1932 to Edward B. Marks Merkle committed the _ historic 

Music Corp.; renewed 1935. baseball play involving the ques- 
If You Cared for Me. w., Ed. tion of whether or not he touched 


second base. The game was a cru- 


Rose. m., Ted Snyder. Ted Snyder 
cial battle between the Giants and 


Co., Inc., cop. 1908 by Rose & 
Snyder Co.; assigned 1908 to H. 
Waterson. 

If You Were I and I Were You 


game was declared a tie, it nearly 
provoked a major riot. 


| (Prima Donna). w., Henry Blossom. “bonehead” and “boner” were 
}m., Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & baseball (and general) slang. 
i Sons, cop. 1908. An American car, the E. R. 





Thomas “Speedway Flier,” was the 
only one of six entries to finish the 
first New York-to-Paris automobile 
“race.” The cars traveled west- 
ward around the world, being ship- 
ped from Seattle, Wash., to Kobe, 
Japan. 

In Sydney, Australia, Jack John- 
son whipped Tommy Burns after 
14 rami and annexed the heavy- 
weight crown. Police stopped the 


In the Garden of My Heart. w., 
|Caro Roma. m., Ernest R. Ball. M. 
| Witmark & Sons, cop. 1908. 

| Jt Looks Like a Big Night To- 
‘night. w., Harry Williams. m., 
Egbert Van Alstyne. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1908. 

The Lanky Yankee Boys in Blue. 
|W , Edward Madden. m., Theodore 
| F. Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
|cop. 1908. 


} 





|ing Girl. 
The manufacture of motor cars. 


producing , 
“The Snow Man” (717 ft.), “Bobby’s | 


Cubs for pennant honors. When the | 


After this! 


Has Anybody Here Seen Kelly! 


ployees to be total abstainers both | (The Jolly Bachelors). w., m., C. W. 


Murphy and Will Letters, Ameri. 


ithe B. & O. Railway (as regarded|can version by William C. Me. 
| those running or directing} 
trains). Pressure was afoot every-| 
‘where to stop the incipient vogue cis, Day & Hunter. 


Kenna, T. B. Harms & 


Francis, 
Day & Hunter, cop. 1909 


by Fran- 


Heaven Will Protect the Work. 
(Tillie’s Nightmare). w. 
Edgar Smith. m. A. Baldwin 


‘Sloane. Chas. K. Harris, cop. 1909, 


I’m Awfully Glad I Met You, 
w., Jack Drislane. m., George W, 
Meyer. F. B. Havilané Pub. Co. 
Inc., cop. 1909. ‘ 

I’ve Got a Pain in My Sawdust. 


'w., Henry Edward Warner. mm. 

‘Herman Avery Wade. Jos. W. 

Stern Co., cop. 1909. 
I've Got Rings on My Fingers, 


or, Mumbo Jumbo. Jijjiboo J, 
O’Shea (The Midnight Sons; and, 
The Yankee Girl). w., Weston and 
Barnes. m., Maurice Scott. T. B. 
Harms & Francis, Day & Hunter 
cop. 1908 by Francis, Day & 
Hunter. 
(Continued next week) 


22 Soloists Skedded 
For Philly Orch Season 


Philadelphia, April 26. 

A stellar list of 22 soloists and 
three guest conductors have been 
engaged for the Philadelphia 
Orch’s 50th season, which begins 
Oct. 7., Philly patrons will again 
hear the regular 28 pairs of Fri- 
day afternoon and Saturday even- 
ing concerts, plus 10 Monday 
evening performances. Eugene 
Ormandy will conduct all but five 
weeks of the program, which will 
be given over to Alexander Hils- 
berg, associate conductor and guest 
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The Longest Way "Round Is the contest. batoneers Ernest Ansermet, Leon- 
Sweetest Way Home w., Ren “The Gibson Girl,” so-called! ard Bernstein and Victor de Sa- 
| Shields. m., Kerry Mills. F. A. from Charles Dana Gibson draw- bata. 

Mills, cop. 1908. ings, was the acme of American Soloists include nine pianists— 

Love is Like a Cigarette (The womanhood. Ania Dorfman, Rudolf Serkin, Rob- 
Rose of Algeria). w., Glen Mac- Another prominent illustrator at ert Casadesus, Eileen Joyce. Alex- 
Donough. m., Victor Herbert. Chas. this time was Howard Chandler) anger Brailowsky Mamahaen Breas 
|K. Harris, cop. 1908 Christy, said to be getting $1,000 @ jo. Jean Graham. Willi: oben 

Love’s Roundelay (The Waltz week. to lach sain ham, William Kapell, 
Dream). w., Joseph Herbert. m.,) Women began wearing sheath | \"‘ uo-pianists Luboshutz and 


Nemenoff, and Artur Rubinstein; 
violinists Erica Morini, Zino Fran- 
cescaiti and Isaac Stern: vocalists 


gowns, “Merry Widow” hats, dotted 
veils, and high buttoned, or laced, 


Oscar Straus. Jos. W. Stern & Co., 
|cop. 1908. 


Mary Mine. w., m., Herbert H.! shoes. 
Taylor. Herbert H. Taylor, Inc.,; Vaudeville headliners included: | Eleanor Steber and Dorothy May- 
4cop. 1908. Eva Tanguay, Irene Franklin, Bert nor; cellist Paul Olefsky; bassoonist 


Sol Schoenbach and harpist Carlos 
Salzedo. 

Other soloists are to be an- 
nounced for a special Goethe bi- 
centennial program. 


| Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending April 14) 
London, April 16. 


Leslie, Cecilia Loftus (as a mimic), 
James J. Corbett (ex-heavyweight 
champ, who also tried his hand at 
legit); Louise Dresser, Ed Wynn, 
(he had a musical act with 12 in 
the cast); Leon Errol, and Annette 
Kellerman (said to have a perfect 
figure). Isadora Duncan was danc- 
ing in New York. 

George MacManus, creator o 
“Maggie and Jiggs,” was cartooning 


| Rose of the World (The Rose of 
| Algeria). w., Glen MacDonough. 
|m., Victor Herbert. Chas. K. Har- 
|ris, cop. 1908. | 
| Roses Bring Dreams of You. w., 
m., Herbert Ingraham. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., cop. 1908. 

She Sells Sea-Shells (The Beauty 
Shop). w.. Terry Sullivan. m., Harry 
Gifford. T. B. Harms, cop. 1908 by 
Francis, Day & Hunter. 











ame) 


Shine On, Harvest Moon (The “The Newlyweds” and appearing in . 
| Follies of 1908.) w., Jack Norworth. vaudeville. {| 12 Street Rag ......Chappell 
m., Nora Bayes and Jack Norworth.| Women’s wear prescribed long) Powder Face ....... Chappell 


Faraway Places ....... Leeds 
On the 5:45 
| Shady 


Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1908. 
Smarty. w., Jack Norworth. m., 
| Albert Von Tilzer. The York Music 


and very wide sashes, and high hats 
bedecked with bird-wings, artificial 
flowers, etc. 


.... Strauss-Miller 
Nook... .Keith-Prowse 


|Co., cop. 1908. The Dixieland Jazz Band was or- Lavender Blue ....F. D. & H. 
| Sunbonnet Sue. w., Will D. Cobb. | ganized in New Orleans. | Cuckoo Waltz. .Keith Prowse 
m., Gus Edwards. Gus Edwards| Something very fine for the par-' Slow Boat China ...Chappell 
/Musie Pub. Co., cop. 1908. lor was {he stereoscope—an instru-| Heart Loch Lomond Unit 
| Sweet Violets. Intermezzo two ment held up to the eyes and show-, put ’em In Box ‘Connelly 
step. m., W. C. Powell. Jerome H. ae SE etc. in relief. You're in Love...... Wood 
|Remick & Co., cop. 1908. | inancial panie gripped the U.S. Button dBows.._ Vi re 
Sweetest Maid of All (The Waltz. ne a a ee 


Second 12 


|Dream), w., Joseph Herbert. m., 
| Osear Straus. Jos. W. Stern & Co., 1909 

















| For You +30 69.0.0 ,0. 5 OOM 
‘cop. 1908. | Beautiful Eyes (Mr. Hamlet of | , Kill : 
Take Me Out to the Ball Game. Broadway). w., George Whiting and | ey Raa vee Py Maurice 
w., Jack Norworth. m., Albert Von Carter De Haven. m., Ted Snyder.; Gp ct 7G, ee meas oo 
| Tilzer. The York Music Co., cop. Ted Snyder Co., cop. 1909. rysta OMEe «0 0¢b0% oe 6 Dash 
1908. A Birthday. w., Christina Rosetti.| Cigareets Whusky...Chappell 
| That's Gratitude. w., George A. ™., Raymond Huntington Wood- Lillette .............4. Yale 
| Norton. m., Sheppard Camp. F. B, man. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1909. | Put Shoes On, Lucy...... Gay 
| Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1908. Bring Me a Rose (The Arcadians),, Perhaps ........... Southern 
| There’s Something About a Uni- W., Lionel Monckton and Arthur, Maharajah Mogador. .Chappell 
|form (The Man Who Owns Broad- Wimperis. m., Lionel Monckton.| Easter Parade ........ Berlin 
way). w., m., George M. Cohan, London: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop.! My Happiness ...... Chappell 
Cohan and Harris, cop. 1908. 1909. You're Only Girl ..F. D. & H. 
Up in a Balloon. w., Ren Shields. ._ By the Light of the Silvery, rr 
m., Perey Wenrich. E. B. Marks, Moon. w., Edward Madden. m., Gus . 
cop. 1908. Edwards. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
A Vision of Salome. Orchestral Cop. 1909 by Gus Edwards Music j 
piece. m., J. Bodewalt Lampe. Pub. Co.; assigned 1909 to Jerome 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop.| H. Remick & Co. | 


1908. 
: | When You First Kissed the Last 
: Girl You Loved (A Stubborn Cin- 
’ | derella). w., Will M. Hough and 
|Frank R. Adams. m., Joseph E. 
Howard. Chas. K. Harris, cop. 1908. 

When You Wore a Pinafore. w., 
|Edward Madden. m., Theodore F. 
Morse. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
Inc., cop. 1908. 

The Yama-Yama Man (The Three 
Twins). w., [George] Collin Davis. 
'm., Karl Hoschna. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1908. 

You’re in thé Right Church, But 
'the Wrong Pew. w., Cecil Mack. m.. 
Chris Smith. The Gotham-Attucks 


Carrie, or, Carrie Marry Harry. | 
w., Junie McCree. m., Albert Von 
He The York. Music Co., cop. | 


IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 


LAUREL MUSIC CO., 
New York 


} 

Casey Jones. w., T. Lawrence 
Seibert. m., Eddie Newton. Los. 
Angeles: Southern California Mu- | 
sic Co., cop. 1909 by Newton & | 
Seibert. 
The Cubanola Glide. w., Vincent | 
P. Bryan. m., Harry Von Tilzer. | 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Coe., | 
cop. 1909. | 
For You Alone. w., P. J. O’Reilly. | 
m., Henry E. Geehl, Ed. Schuberth | 
& Co., cop. 1909 by Gould & Co., | 
London. 
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Every Day Is Mother's Day 


Music Co., cop. 1908. by R. C. gh gg: gooey Indian Songs: (1) 
_McPherson. rom the Land of the Sky-Blue 
Yip-I-Addy-I-Aay. w.. Will D. Water; (2) The White Dawn is | REMEMBER MAMA 
Cobb. m., Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Stealing; (3) Far Off I Hear a 


By CHARLES and HENRY TOBIAS 
RECORDED BY: 
CLAUDE THORNHILL, Columbia 38075 


| Cop. 1908. 


| A bad year for fires in the U:S.: | 


Lover's Flute; (4) The Moon Drops. 
Low. w., Nelle Richmond Eberhart. 
m., Charles Wakefield Cadman, op. 





| in the Rhodes theatre fire, Boyer- 45. Boston: White-Smith Music 

town, ag tos | agg) in a fire and Pub. Co., cop. 1909. BETTY RHODES, Victer 20-2735-8 
| panic a e Lake View school in| _ The Garden of Roses. w.. J. E. ZIGG Luxe 1137-A 

| Collinwood, O., 174 children and Dempsey. m., Johann C. Schmid. erty ~ 3508 
two teachers lost their lives, and| Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. ee nee 


1909. 
The Girl with a Brogue (The Ar- 
| Moyements against liquor-drink- cadians). w., Arthur Wimperis. 
ing and smoking began in earnest. m., Lionel Monckton. London: 
‘The Henry C. Frick Co. U. S. Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1909. 


Published by: 


TOBEY MUSIC CORP. 


1650 B'way, Suite 604, New York 


| Chelsea, Mass., was destroyed by 
| fire at a loss of $6,000,000. 

















ie@ 
i- 


we 


i 





~~ 








renee 


se tee 


— 





See the RH Logging 
System in this 
section. 


Leeds Musie Corp. 


LOU LEVY, President 
AL GALLICO, Gen. Prof. Mgr 
ARCHIE LEVINGTON, Chicago 
DON GENSON, Hollywood 








50 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





Wednesday, April 27, 1949 





‘Sleeper’ Tunes 
Mark R-H Sales 


Richard Rodgers - Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d score for “South 
Pacific” is following a sheet music 
sales pattern that has marked 
many of their past musical and 
film efforts. Song more or less 
expected to be the most solid hit 
of all in “Pacific,’ so far as 
sheet sales are concerned, is “Some 
Enchanted Evening.” It’s big, but 
“Wonderful Guy” is stepping out 
smartly, and jobbers anticipate it 
being the biggest sales hit in the 
show 

In the past, other 
Hammerstein scores drew similar 
sales reaction. For example, the 
expected hit among tunes for the 
film, “State Fair” (20th-Fox), sev- 
eral years ago was figured to be 
“That’s for Me.” Instead, “It 
Might As Well Be Spring” ex- 
ploded into one of the biggest hits 
of the year. In their Oklahoma” 
score “People Will Say We’re in 
Love” was labelled as the pop hit. 
It was, but “Oh What a Beautiful 
Morning,” a “material” tune, was 
bigger with the public. 

Irving Berlin had the same ex- 
perience with his “Annie Get Your 
Gun” score. “Doin’ What Comes 
Naturally,” which wasn’t expected 
to do much commercially, 
out best. 


is 


Rodgers and 

















FRANKIE LAINE 
Appearing 
AMBASSADOR 
COCOANUT GROVE 














On the Way 


RUDOLPH THE 
RED-NOSED 
REINDEER 


St. Nicholas Music Pub. Co. 
ole Selling Agent: Keys Musie, 
146 W. Sith Street, 


Tne. 
New York 


stepped , 
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DISC JOCKEYS 
THE EVER FAVORITE 


EXACTLY 
LIKE YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN 
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of show and the number of people 
vitally connected with its produc- 
tion. On a straight play, for in- 
stance, special seats may be held 
for the author, director, star or 
stars, occasionally the designer, 
and a sizable block for the man- 
agement. These may total from 20 
to 30 pairs per performance. For 


a musical, with more complex pro-| 


credits, the supply of 
may number as high 


duction 

“house seats” 

as 100 pairs. 
Those Connections 

Ticket purchases tend to become 








Gypsy Markoff reason for upped 1,800 covers. 
Blackstone, 


Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, 


MDS Takes Over 
~ Ashley Co. May | 


Music Dealers Service became by 
far the biggest jobbing house in 
‘the country last week when a dea] 


was made via which MDS would 


take over the inventory and ac. 


counts of Ashley Music Supply as 


| but intend to continue their 


of May 1. Al Ashley and Al Wise 
are giving up the jobbing business, 


pub- 
lishing interests, which includes 
the AMS books, which have been 


very successful. 

MDS is buying the entire inven- 
tory of Ashley. It is not buying 
the company itself, which will re. 
main in existence but become in- 
active. There’s also no guarantee 
to MDS that it won’t ever resume 
business. As for Ashley's accounts. 
the latter may or may not continue 
to be supplied by MDS as they 
wish, but no trouble is expected 
from that quarter. 


Ashley did an annual business in 
the. neighborhood of $500,000. The 


|; company Owes money to some ma- 


jor publishers, but, it’s emphasized. 
all debts will be paid. 

Before the Ashley deal, MDS 
was the largest jobber in the U.S 
It’s estimated that some 18% of the 
total music sold by major and , 
minor publishers went through the 
company. Ashley has also been a 
major distributor. MDS also 
handles distribution to Interna- 


~ | tional News Dealer racks. 


VARIETY 
VARIETY : 
Survey of retail sheet music d 8 S & * & 
sales, based on reports obtained ¢ & oO/o|§ y 
from leading stores in 11 cities é S 2/3 | & aie 
and showing comparative sales 3] 4/2 E SiAlE S| ¢ 
rating for this and last week. 5 “| 212 g |< E | els g o 
SEI ES ElE|S/ R12 S| a 
LD te, = 0} | 3 ev & Of — 
Bee Ele 2 S518 3] © 
aon Week Ending Blelgl2lalgioleia/4 3 e 
‘nating eclel2/ a) /e/5/2/2 (S| 0 
ona APRIL 23 ei Gig) g/elzeigieie)2 git 
This Last Bigleleicls e |e s e Slr 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher Zl 5 | 8 | 8 gigsioi«z a = S| s 
1] 1 ‘Comins Down River” (Spitzer) 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 109 
2A 4 #«“Forever and Ever” (Robbins)... ae. 7 5 5 1 2 5 73 
2B 3  #«=“Far Away Places” (Laurel)........... 4 . . a... ~ Bee is £8 
3.5 “Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills)..... 9 4 3 3 5 5 3 3 9 9 4 64 
“4 2 “Sunflower” (Famous)................ Zsa wee +.:..:..hU6LStlhlUre 
36 **A°—You're Adorable” (Laurel) 3.669 ese. CS = 2. 
6 8 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo). «we eas COS. = 
7 13. “Careless Hands” (Melrose)......... 8 10 10 4 7 6 7 25 
8 12 “Again” (Robbins).................... 5 7 ee 6. 4~« 22 
9 7 “Galway Bay” | (Leeds) eek Sad 22... @ 8 . ..) a. ee 
10 14 “Someone Like You” (Harms Inc) ~~ oo 8 wrok 3 15 
11 “Enchanted Evening” (Chappell) a a. Ps 13 
12A “Blue Skirt Waltz” (Mills)........ 10 «5 ry . to 10 
12B 9 “So in Love” (T. B. Harms) 7 oo: ee 10 
13 il “Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy) oar a “a 
i | Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 
M rs. Plague 
gs Oa oe Be wens Sa” ud 
istence of “house seats.” Whereas Band 7 Hotc@ Played Week On Date 
the special-ticket setup used to be Eddy Duchin* Waldorf (400; $2)..... 3 2,600 £8575 
known to only a few insiders and Nat Brandwynne. New Yorker (400; $1- $1. 50). 0 +825 825 
was thus a convenience to the Lawrence Welk... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2). cae 1,150 6,175 
management, authors, stars and Eddy Howard Statler (450; $1.50-$2). tesseeeee 1 1,550 1,550 | 
png =e “ole ng R ges oon * Waldorf, Morton Downey; New Yorker, ice revue. 
business is now hep to the ar- | ( 3 days. | 
| rangement. AS a er po Meira] ; 
ie contenu "ean How- | Chicago 
ever, no one has figured a satis-| Barclay Allen (‘Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 
factory way of solving the prob- Cover). Dorothy Shay socko. Giant 4,700 covers. 
lem. Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Georgie 
Supply of “house seats” for a Tapps and new revue holding nice 3,000 tabs. | 
hit depends largely on the type Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200: $2.00 min.-$1.05 cover). | 


Peter Lind Hayes and Mary Healy maintaining excellent 3,600 tabs. 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 773; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 


New ice show and Masters: 


To Cole Porter” 





Los Angeles 
900; $1.50). 

Fine finish with 3,000 covers. 
Jan Garber ‘Biltmore, 900, $1-$1.50). 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). 


Del Courtney (Ambassador, 
ing. Fourth and final week. 


simply a question of finding some-' covers. 


with the desired 
Thus, it has become a mat- 


one 
tions.” 


ter of pride for people to be able | 


“connec: | 


| 
| 
I 


| 


to wangle a pair of “house seats” | 


for friends, rather than go to the 


boxoffice, order through the mail! 


or patronize a broker. The fact 
that no broker's fee is involved 
in the purchase of “house seats” 
is an added incentive, and many 
people who could afford to patron- 
ize ticket agencies prefer to use 
whatever drag is necessary to get 
the seats from the managenment. 


“house seats” 
by phone, 
ly short notice. 

Because of all the complications 
involved, most managements are 
about their supply of 
“house seats,” so as not to invite 
any increase in the volume of re- 
quests. Also, since the ability to 


can be arranged 


get the special tickets can become | 


a chore, some people who can do 
so try to keep the fact compara- 
tively quiet. For instance, publi- 
cation in one of the New York dail- 
ies last week of the fact that Ralph 
Bellamy has “house seats” for 
“Detective Story” is figured like- 
ly to bring him a flock of new re- 
quests. 
Pass Situation Easier 


For that reason, there is an in- 
creasing tendency by stars, au- 
thors and others not to ask for 
regular “house seats.” In that case 
they can avoid becoming practical- 
ly private brokers by merely ex- 
plaining that they have no avail- 
able seats. Then, if they actually 
do need tickets, they can arrange 
to get them through the show’s 
manager. 

In contrast 


to the increasing 


occasionally .on relative- | 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Okay 4,000 tabs. 


Dick Jurgens (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


Giant 18,000 admissions. 


Joe Reichman (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


room; okay 11,000 admissions. 


Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
| spot. 
Another angle is that the purchase | 
, of 


Upped 3.200 covers. 





(Los Angeles) 
Gene Krupa (Palladium B., Santa Monica, 3rd wk.). 


admissions. 


fat 3,640 tabs. 


Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). 
still strong at 3,000 covers. 


350; $3.50 min.-$1 oni. 


“Salute 


With Rudy Vallee headlin- 


Mild 2,500 covers. 
Up slightly 





to 1,050 





Joe E. Lewis. | 
First week for local fave. 


First week at southside ball- | 


Out-of-towners swelling this 





Slipped to 11,000 | 


Victor Lombardo (Aragon B., Santa Monica, 3rd wk.). Pleasing 4,500 | 


admissions. 





uation, the pass list problem has 


become slightly easier in recent 
seasons. That may be because of 
the hit-or-fiop situation on Brodad- 
way. That is. there is no longer a 
large middle-bracket of shows that 
are running at a profit but not sell- 
ing out. Nowadays, if a show falls 
much below the sellout level it us- 
ually doesn’t run very long. So, 
by the time there is room for free 
seats the production is about ready 
to close. 


First-night press list situation | 
has also become clarified in the | 


last couple of seasons, 
due to the official list issued by 
the League of N. Y. Theatres, 
which enables pressagents to turn 
down extra bids for premiere duc- 
ats. Most agents don't mind the 


principally 


‘fact that the second-night list has 
‘swelled proportionately. 


For most 
shows, the first-night list now to- 
tals 50 pairs, plus four pair for the 





discretion of the agent. The sec- 
ond-night list runs to about 85 
pair, plus a few discretionary Pairs. 
However, the paid-for first- ‘night | 
tickets are another headache for 
producers, possibly as bad as the 
“house seat” situation. Practically 
everyone who considers himself 
anyone wants to attend premieres, 
and for any touted show the de- 
mand far exceeds the supply, 





SID MILLS TRAVELS 





Sidney Mills, general profes- 
sional manager of Mills Music, left | 
N. Y. Monday (25) to attend a two- 
day sectional convention of disk 
jockeys which began in Pittsburgh 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Following the Pitt conclave, 
Detroit and Cincinnati. In all he| 
expects to be away about 10 days 
contacting company reps, radio 
execs and recording officials. 
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On the Upbeat 


New York cad 


Korn Kobblers go into Rustic 
Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J., May 
13 on weekends, Friday to Sunday, 
for indef run...Bohn Appliance | 
Store, Waynesboro, Pa., backing 45 
rpm disk jockey show on WJEJ, | 
Hagerstown, Md., which Victor 
thinks is first such air use of 45s 
_. Red Ingle band back into Vil-| 
lage Barn tomorrow night (Thurs- | 


day)... Ziggy Talent cut first solo 
records for RCA-Victor with 
Vaughn Monroe’s orchestra. .. Illi- 


nois Jacquet combo may go to Eu- 
rope in fall Atlanta Records go- 
ing into album field with Walter 


Benton’s “This Is My Beloved,” 
poems set to music Manhattan 
Records, new indie, debuted in 


N. Y., in race field Joe Graydon 
moved from Decca label to subsid 
Coral Guy Lombardo’s restau- 
rant, on which he has spent $70,000 
for refurbishing, to open in Free- 
port, L. I., in June Bop City, 
new N. Y. jazz nitery, starting teen- 
ager Sunday afternoon concerts 
May 1. 


Hollywood 


Max Day, trumpeter formerly 
with Chick Floyd’s orch, joined 
Harry Owens’ band .. . Ike Car- 
penter band plays week of May 26 
at Jantzen Beach, Ore... . Billy 
MacDonald orch into Aragon May 
8 for eight days followed by Paul 
Neighbor . . . Gene Norman pro- 
moting a concert at Pasadena 
Civic Aud May 9 with Charlie Ven- 
tura’s 10-piece squad . Count 
Basie, currently at the Casbah, 
Southside nitery, goes into State, 
Cincinnati, May 20, for one-week 


| Trio 
|Ky., May 6... Merry Maids into 





at $8500 out of which Basie will | 
pay three supporting acts. 

Gene Krupa, current at the 
Palladium here, inked for a four-| 
day location at the Rainbo Ran-| 
devu, Salt Lake City, June 1-4 for 
$3.500 guarantee against the usual 
60% privilege . Sterling Young 
band starts indefinite stand April 


26 at the Rice hotel, Houston 
Skitch Henderson and Lawrence 
Welk inked -to make two-reel 


shorts for 20th-Fox. Henderson is 
shooting “Skitch Henderson Pre- 
sents College Days” in New York, 
and Welk will make ““Champagne 
Music” .. . Charlie Barnet’s be- 
bop crew, now heading toward 
the Coast, will play three-day 
weekends through August at the 
Balboa Beach ballroom for 60% of 
the gross ... Victor Lombardo’s 
crew, current at the Aragon, heads 
east for a two-weeker at the N. Y. 
Paramount, starting May 11, at a 
flat $6,000 per frame... Del 
Courtney band will get $2,750 for 
a five-day stand at the Rainbo 
eaeern, Salt. Lake, starting May 


The DuMont Twins ankled Earl 
Carroll’s to join Ike Carpenter’s 
band as vocalists, breaking in at a 
Friday-Saturday Casino Gardens 
date. Band was booked in on a 
60% of the gross deal . . . David 
Rose tees off a Pacific Northwest 
tour with a 35-piece orch for col- 
lege proms on May 27 with a stand 
at UCLA. He’ll get a flat $3,000 
for the prom... Johnny Lamonte, 
trombonist-comic formerly with 
Art Mooney, opens tonight (26) at 
Red Feather, southside nitery, 
with his new five-man combo. 
MCA is booking .. . Jack Nye ends 
a long stay at Ciro’s here next 
week and heads for the Bellerive 
hotel, Kansas City, where he’ll 
Span eight frames at $1,250 weekly. 


Chicago 

Count Basie set for one-weeker 
at State theatre, Cincinnati, May 
20... Billy Bishop set for a month 
at Rice hotel, Houston, May 17... 
Joe Reichman into Trianon ball- 
room for four weeks Russ 
Carlyle opens roof -garden of 
Claridge hotel, Memphis, May 27. 
-. . Al Trace set for Forest Park 
Highlands, St. Louis, May 15 for 





two weeks ... Jimmy Palmer into 
Casino, Quincy, Ill., June 2, to be | 
followed by George Winslow June | 
10 . Norman Granz, jazz pro-| 
moter, in town talking with Mer-| 
cury about his proposed $25 jazz) 
album ... Bob Miller, nat’l head | 
of pluggers union, in town for Tin 
Pan Alley ball .. . Anita O’Day | 
back in Chi for Hi-Note engage- | 
ment, after short illness... GAC 
pacted Cecil Golly and booked him 
into Lake Club, Springfield, III., 
April 29... Hen Nelson of Capitol 

Records in town for waxings of 
Barclay Allen’s orch Mitch 
Miller, Mercury recording head, ir 
for diskings of Tiny Hill and Two- 
Ton Baker ... Charlie Ventura set 
for Iowa State College May 20... 
Tommy Carlyn into Trianon, May 
30 . . . Blue Barron, capitalizinr 
on disk click, “Cruising Down Th’ 

River,” set for Karzas ballroom 

May 16-29 ... Buddy Moreno into 


Edgewater Beach hotel May 10 for | 
a month ... Ted Straeter follows | 
Barclay Allen into Palmer House | 
May 5... Benny Goodman set for | 


/college dates at Bradley College. | 
Peoria, May 12, Univ. of IIl.. tel: = 


14 and Southern Ill. State Teach-| 
ers, Carbondale, Ill. . . . Gordon | 
into Walker’s, Henderson. 


Casa Bonita May 3 Teddy 
S y 
Phillips cut four sides for Tower 
Records last week ... Page Cava- 
naugh Trio into Towne Club, Mil- 
waukee, May 1 for two weeks... 
Woody Herman into Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit, June 10. 
Charlie Ventura set for Iowa 
State College, Ames, Ia.. May 20 
Chuck Foster off on one- 
nighters when current stint at 
Aragon ballroom is finished . . 
Tommy Carlyn into Trianon May 
. . . Quintones open at Duluth 
hotel, Duluth, May 1... Al 
Trace’s orch at Blackhawk, with 
spot not feeling brush of recent 
biz dip or. Charlie Fisk into Bill 
Green’s, Pittsburgh, to May 5.. 
Irene Bayrach rejoins GAC Chi | 


| Moreno 


staff ... Sylvia Mikelson 


and | Fort Worth...Tommy Dorsey 


Keith Textor, of Honeydreamers| booked for one-nighter at Fair 


quintet, are now Mr. & Mrs. and 


| honeymooning at Playa del la Cor- 


tez, Mexico, as guests of Ernie 


Byfield . . . Biue Barron capitaliz- | 


ing on disk click, “Cruising Down 
the River,” with p.a. skedded in 
Chi at Karzas ballroom, May 16-29 
Freddie Martin into midwest 
territory for one-nighters next 
. Ethel Waters set for 
Des Moines, 


month . . 
Chesterfield Club, 


April 28 for one-week ... Buddy | 


into Edgewater Beach 
hotel May 10 for a month... Ted 
Straeter follows Barclay Allen into 


Palmer House May 5... .Michael 
Dunn’s orch stays at Heidelberg 
hotel, Jackson, Miss . Benny 
Goodman lined up for college dates 
in May; the 12th at Bradley Col- 
lege, Peoria, Ill., May 13 at U. of 


Ill., Champagne, Ill., and May 14, 
Southern Ill. State Teachers, Car- 
bondale, III. 


Dallas 


Bill Tieber, formerly with Joe 
Reichman’s band, organized his 
own six-piecer, slated to open here 
at Abe’s Colony Club for extended 


engagement... Jack Amlung band, 


-|closed at Colony Club, playing 


weekend dates at the New Casino, ' 


Park auditorium, May 12, under 


auspices of Dallas Junior Chamber | 


of Commerce. 





Pittsburgh 


George Towne’s Orch follows 
Ted Lewis into Vogue Terrace May 
2 for two weeks. Other bands set 


for big theatre-restaurant this 
summer include Sammy Kaye, Ray 
Anthony and Elliot Lawrence ... 
Bill Bickel’s trio, the Starliters, 
shifts from Bill Green’s Cocktail 
Lounge to Hotel Roosevelt's Fiesta 
Room Monday (2). They’ll be re- 
placed by the Dolores Clark three- 
some ... Johnny Costa and Bobby 
Cardilla alternating, three nights 
a week each, on the piano at new 
Spotlight Room of Jackie Heller’s 
Carousel .. . Guitarist Joe Negri 
working out his notice with Harry 
Walton combo at Fort Pitt hotel 
and will go on his own again... 
Trombonist Tommy Turk has re- 
joined Deuces Wild at Carnival 
Lounge after tour with Norman 
Granz ... Teddy Zee is new pian- 
ist with Lee Kelton, replacing Ray 
Crummie, who quit to join Tommy 
Carlyn band, succeding Vince 
Lascheid . . . Hugh Tully, who used 





to have orch of his own, has gon’ 
with Walter Gable outfit at the 
Ankara. He’s a violinist. 

George Towne orch follows Ted 
Lewis into Vogue Terrace for two 
weeks May 2, and spot has booked 
Sammy Kaye for single ‘week in 
June . . Dolores Randall new 
| vocalist with Tommy Carlyn’s 

band, replacing Dell Saunders, who 
quit to marry saxman Eddie Myers. 
Miss Randall has been singing with 
|Lenny Martin’s vocal group, the 
Martinaires. Carlyn aiso has a new 
pianist, Ray Crummie, from Lee 
'Kelton’s orch, with Teddy Zee 
joining Kelton . . Johnny Wages, 





one-man band from Philly, into 
Nite Court of Fun for run... Bill 
Bickel picked a name, the Star- 


Combo’s now at 
Bill Green's. 


liters, for his trio. 
Cocktail Lounge of 


Kansas City 

Freddie Nage: « ues over at 
Terrace Grill, Mueh'ebach hotel, 
as Don Reid crew rcturns to Chi- 
cago’s O’Henry bai-room .. . Pier- 
son Thal crew into nc w downtown 
spot at Eddy’s restaurant... 
Tony DiPardo in and out of town 
while his band plays one-nighters 
in the territory; the Di Pardos now 
call K.C. home .. . Gene Pringle 
crew in sixth /utsch’s. 
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Nabe N.Y. Cafes Booking Talent 


At ‘11th Hour’; Biz So Uncertain 


Business has been so offish in¢ 


N. Y. nabe and surburban niteries 
for some time that such cafes are 
now 


ducive to the weather. If it’s mild 
and clear, they claim, spenders will 


resorting to 11th hour book-— 
ings of acts for the weekends, con- 





Eckstine Set for 3 Wks. 
In N.Y.’s Bop City at 326 


Billy Eckstine has been signed 
to go into the new Bop City, New 





‘Salute’ for Chi Hotel 


Chicago, April 26. 
“Salute to Cole Porter” current 


show at College Inn of Hotel Sher- | 


been extended to May 
have run 


man, has 
15. Porter revue will 
over four months. 

Next show will be a 
Rodgers and Hammerstein,” 
ing late in May. 


Bill to Tax 


open- 





| Rodgers-Hammerstein | 


| 


“Salute to | 


Burlesque Figured Extending Season 
As Business Continues to Hold Up 


,™ 
7 





Gayety, Mont’l, To 


Operate All Summer 


Gayety theatre, Montreal, which | 
traditionally shutters for the sum- 


Burlesque, which generally calls 
it a season in mid-May, if not ear. 
lier, is figuring to stretch the sea- 
son this year as long as business 
holds up. 

The Izzy Hirst and Midwest cir. 
cuits, which are still the majors in 
this field, report that business de- 


come out. If not, they’ll stay home York, May 26 for three weeks at 'mer in early June, will pass up the | ¢lined in some stands not 
with their television sets. according $3,500 per. He may be on the hiatus this year. Managemert | noticeably to Pe om Me ee 
to agents and bookers of the spots. same show with David Rose and a ‘ . e figures that influx of vacationists nicked - se adiedies “he el mut 
Recently some bookings have large string band, for which the Out aw Pp } to the Canadian city should sustain | even keel. Unless Bove. ee an 
been made within an hour of club is now dickering. y current trend of good biz the house | sqded. meanwhile. the stalin “- 
show time. And spots still pro- Eckstine, now at the Paramount had been doing right along. ' the circuits will remain the same 
jecting talent have pared budgets theatre, N. Y.. is credited by Par it . a full-weeket employing next season. Hirst circuit controls 
to a new low. The “quality” spots for a large slice of the big busi- ll S a é eight-act bills booked by Al &/909 houses in eastern territory 
heretofore using five acts are now ness being done at the house, in Belle Dow, N. Y. while the Midwest circuit ho. 
using two or three, while others association with Duke Ellington’s "  Soaesaeeennponcenrnnneenee about 10. There are also about — 
are still employing the same num- orchestra and the film “Undercover Philadelphia April 26 Corwin Mulls Vaude stock operations, most of which 

ber as previously but cheaper Man.” House is doing six shows , | Attempting to clamp down on may run through the summer. 
talent to accomplish budgetary daily. Bae tay clubs Philadesphio of- For LA Nab H use et ge oer 
savings. icials tried unsuccessfully to re- .A. Nabe 10 | cuien ep dea es tae , 
vive a long dormant 10° tax on weadhe ne : S$ by both wheels, 


Some nabes thought they had 
the talent problem partially solved 


Daylight Saving Time 


club memberships. 


To Pull Teen-Agers 


30 weeks, but through 
repeat dates of the stronger pull- 


by tacking on a 50-75c cover charge 4 x Little — —— a Los Angeles, April 26. | ing attractions, season is generally 
on show nights as an assist in 0 M k y d evy was raked up Dy ssisian Sherrill Corwin. who operates| stretched another 10 weeks or 
liquidating talent costs. This idea uestion ar in all e District Attorney Americo V. Cor- the Million Dollar. local a. longer. 


worked for a while but then nabe 
folk tightened up on their amuse- 


Trend for Rustic Areas 


tese, who is directing the drive 
against lawbreaking private clubs. 


is considering a ftesh policy | 
nabe house he re- 


filmer, 
at the Forum, 


Off season may pose a problem 


for comics and others, but not the 





pnp = bg just po veoh Longevity of the current vaude ni gg ge _ aes cently acquired from the Warner strippers, who generally find em- 
go for the cover charge in addition , er ' Ben rectly at such operators circuit. Bill McIlwain, who books ployment outlets in bistros ; 
to the 20° tax bite. Consequently, trend in rustic areas of upper _with their phoney membership’ yp vaude for Corwin. already has a aiieahe s in bistros and 
most of the spots dispensed with N. Y. and elsewhere may depend | gimmicks, enforcement of the law huddled with AFM Local 47 top- w 

floorshows in favor of small versa- upon what effect daylight saving also penalized the many legitimate’ pers and been told that house can 


tile music combos that can double 





time (which became effective Sun- 


organizations. 


with a $75 scale for side- 


operate 


Autry Dispute Settled 


as entertainers as well as playing | qay) has upon theatre attendance Receiver of Taxes W. Frank men and $112.50 for a leader of a | : i; 
the dance sets. in those areas. At present there’s Marshall took exception to Cor- house band to back the acts. . Austin, Tex., April 26. 
Long Island and New Jersey a divergence of opinion as to tese’s stand, saying that the City Corwin’s idea is to attract juve The Autry Bros. Gene and Doug, 
«cafes are marking time cagily un- | whether the shows will continue to Solicitor had ruled such amuse-| 4Udiences, there being seven high have quit their court fighting. 
til summer, figuring extra summer pull come Decoration Day (May ment taxes applied only where the schools within easy walking dis- Dailey Bros.. circus has agreed to 
population of vacationists can pull 30). There are logical arguments ¢lub was furnishing some extra en- tance of the Pico Boulevard house. advertise “Doug” in the same size 
them out of the doldrums. on both sides. However, N. Y. indie tertainment, such as theatrical, He’s already dickering with Kay letters they used for “Autry.” 
bookers servicing such houses shows or sports events. Few of Starr. A similar bid for June | Gene, the film and radio cowboy 
haven't requistioned their crying the private clubs afford such tax- Christy cooled when the chirp went , agreed to the Federal court judg- 
Sets Bradford, Pa., Cafe towels and probably won’t until able amusements, Marshall point- ©45* for dates. Corwin plans to ment. 
Hoyt Meredith, former musicom-  S°™ething really happens to war- ed out. pene — of rg ae ee | Autry’s brother, Doug, is em- 
2 re ‘ rant. , Similarly State legislation aimed a ae © veo Seem | See by the a Former 
edy player, who operated the Club a} g& Belle Dow agency, which noe : — budget of $4,000. brought suit against the circuit 
Mayfair, Hollywood, Fla., during perked up its formidable list by at og tig net) ation of the oe In its drive for juve biz, Forum | saying their advertisements showed 
the winter season, has folded the acquisition of a dozen or more man clubs wound up in a comm|already has lined up ‘“‘Nugrape “Autry” in huge letters and 
pe ag: Pa ae ‘iam - Sehi eouit ie tee pigeonhole Wednesday (20). Shennanigans,” sponsored program “Doug” in very all | ‘s 
latter and is operating the Brook houses of the Schine circuit, is Senator A. H. Letzler (Rep) Clear- | aired over KHJ-Don Lee on Sete | oug” in very small letters. 


Club, Bradford, Pa., which has 
been his summer operation for past 
two seasons. 























sanguine that DST won’t make any 
inroads in its stands, but if it 
comes they'll take it in stride. This 


field County, said his measure re- 
quiring clubs to give at least 60% 
of the membership voting rights in 





day mornings, for beaming from 
the theatre’s stage May 7 and 14. 
House will pay for stagehands and 








At first glance the filmster con- 
tended people would see “Autry” 
and think he was with the circus. 
































. al taille agency av ‘eat cus “gg 1. slick galas 
was in N Y last week aie ' will book a number of mountain dead. The bill interfered too much up the tab for musical background, — — 
i ON. Y. las OR ee ge eee - ct tin, With the operation of bonafide talent and line costs. 
deals for a name act policy for resorts this year for the first time enemies Ghabe 
later in season but has set none as !t feels that such additional reve- o ; - 
vet nue may partially counterbalance Heat was turned on_ private Nitery Dancer Fined $50 
- any summer dropouts. If the shut- clubs following a brutal killing in ” ‘ . 
some" downs fail to materialize. the re- central Philadelphia after a fight | For Indecent Terp Act gy ma 
sort bookings will be extra gravy. between two men who made the St. Louis, April 26 A COMEDY 
In addition to the summer re- rounds of the after-hours spots. A performance in Judge George oF eee 
sort wheel. the Dow agency will One- ‘man clubs in Pennsylvania are J. Grellner’s police court last week AT 
add several Jersey coast Walter an outgrowth of the Blue Laws, of her “Wolf Dance” failed to con- CHASE HOTEL 
Reade theatres, which operate which permit only private club- vince that the performance was not 
with vaudfilm policies during sum- rooms to remain open after 2 a.m. indecent and Elizabeth Hunsaker, ST. LOUIS 
mer, to its books. and to operate on Sunday. The nitery dancer was socked a $50 Exclusive 
Other bookers are not so opti- modus operandi is for an individ- | fine, which she said she would ap- WM. MORRIS 
mistic. Latter claim that vaude is ual to buy the charter of a defunct peal. AGENCY 
strictly a night business and that °'anization, and set up in busi-| Judge agreed with cops who 
HELENE nd HOWAR the new time coupled with balmy €SS as a “club, free from the made the pinch in Club Boulevard, TOM FITZPATRICK 
a D weather and call of the open road time and tax restrictions that ap- _April 7, that the dance was not 
Currently will be too great an opposition for P!Y to regular taverns. | artistic but plainly indecent. Paul | 
BROW the vaude houses. As for straight Paster, owner of the nitery, was ex- | 
OWN HOTEL pix. touring families can get plenty a St ee ee Manny Opper 
Louisyillle, Ky. of them in the myriad of drive-ins Ice Follies Played To ordered dancer to tone it down. 3 y pp 
studding the countryside. : | h . 
Freed In Stag Pinch | thot new comedian 
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25 Million in 7 Yrs. Run 


playing a three-week engagement 
at the Arena here, revealed that 
the seven-year-old show at the end 
of its recent Cleveland engage- 
ment passed the 25 million attend- 
ance mark; 

He said that this season the show | 
played to capacity crowds in Buf- 
falo, N. Y.; Toronto, 
ton, Providence, Pittsburgh and. 
Cincinnati. Although amusement, 
grosses generally are supposed to 
be off from 20 to 40%. he declares, 
the “Follies” actually are ahead) 
of last season. 

The “Follies” broke their own 
attendance records this season at 
three stands in a row—Montreal, 
Boston and Providence—according 
to Shipstad. The Montreal gross, 
he asserts, was $23,000 in excess 
of the best previous mark. New 
York and Los Angeles were about 
8°° off from the previous season, 
but other engagements have more 
than offset this decline, Shipstad 
asserts. 





Connee’s Reno Date 
Las Vegas, April 26. 
Boswell, currently 
at the Flamingo hotel 
to Reno following. 
set into the Mapes 
for two weeks, 


Connee 
draw 
goes 
been 
there 
Mav 5. 

Since the singer doesn’t close 
at the Flamingo until May 4 it 
doesn’t leave much time for her to 
make the jump. 


a 
here, 
She's 
hotel 
opening 


Montreal, Bos- | 


' 


— er _ Lake City, April 26. | 102nd Week 
Minneapolis, April 26. rial jury acquitted a stripper Hollywood Show Lou 

EVERYBODY'S Eddie Shipstad of Shipstad & and her manager of charges of ly — nge 
Johnson, whose “Ice Follies’ is producing an indecent show for Pers. Mgt. IRV LEVIN 


the local American Legion post. 
Roy Stockdale, promoter and man- 
ager and Mildred Reed, dancer, 
were arrested during a raid on a 
stag party at the Legion post early 
in April. 

Lora Brown, charged with doing 
a striptease at the same affair, pre- 
viously pleaded guilty and was 
fined $50 and given a suspended 
jail sentence. 





Segal’s Merger 

Jack Segal, operator of Planned | 
| Productions agency, has taken over 
Columbia Radio agency from Mark 
Jarrett and merged with his N. Y. | 
agency. 

Segal, who specializes in club-| 
date bookings, also books a chain 
of mountain resort hotels 
the summer. 
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RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
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IIL State Atty. Seeking Reversal 


On Sales Tax Exemption for Chi Cafe 


Chicago, April 26. 


State attorney-general Ivan El-. 


liot last week asked the supreme 
court to reverse the decision of 


Cook County circuit court Judge. 
William Brothers, who ruled niter- | 


ies were not subject to retailers oc- 
cupational tax. Elliot also asked 
that night spots be compelled to 
return to the state $331,793 which 
was given to them by former At- 
torney General George Barrett last 
December, who did not appeal the 
judge's decision. 

Counsel claims that refunds 
were given on “non-collaborated 
affidavits.” He said no witnesses 
were called or accountings taken 
and that no opportunity was~af- 
forded the state revenue depart- 
ment to introduce counter evi- 
dence. No motion for summary 
judgement was filed. State brief 
said, “seldom, we think, has a de- 
cree of a trial court in a tax case 
been more clearly erroneous.” 


Hotel Sherman got the largest 
refund, $96,000. The Ivanhoe got 
$63,000, Math Igler’s $16,783, and 
5100 Club $1,406. Seventeen other 
bistros shared in the return with 
attorney's fees for the plaintiffs 
reported to total more than $100,- 
000. Ops asked for sales tax kick- 
back claiming that they were in 
business to furnish entertainment 
and service of drinks and foods 
were incidental, as a convenience 
to customers. 





Hub Agents Uphold Cafe 


Owner in Padding Case 
Boston, April 26. 
The newly organized Assn. of 
Nightclub Owners here, ruled this 
week that the operators of a Lynn 
nitery were right in refusing to 
pay the salary of a fourth act when 
ts contract with a booking agent 
specified 
bill. 
Assn. paid the salary itself, but 
ruled that the agent must reim- 
burse the treasury. President of 
the new group is Paul Mullins, 
formerly of the Mayfair. 


only three acts on the 


» 





v 


| 
‘Billy Rose Delays 
Minstrel Cafe Show 


Billy Rose has shuffled plans and | 
will not launch proposed minstrel | 


‘revue until late August or Sep-| 


tember at his Diamond Horseshoe, 


N. Y. He had previously set it for 
next month. 

He'll continue currnt “Violins 
Over Broadway” with oceasional 
change of feature acis until the 
minstrel display bows in. John 


Murray Anderson will stage it. Lat- 
ter, who staged current edition of 
Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey 
curcus, will vacation for several 
weeks before he and Rose begin 
mapping plans for the new pro- 
duction for the D.H. 


Harry Pilcer Back To 
Operate French Cafes; 
Monk-Shannon to Cannes 


As the 





international season re- 


verts more and more to its pre- 
more Yank talent 
is returning to old haunts. Among 


these is Harry Pileer. the Ameri- 


war lavishness. 


can dancer who came to fame with 
and later married (the late)’Gaby 
Deslys. He sails May 5 on the 
Queen Mary to operate the Casino 
at LaBoule (‘in Brittany) during 
the month of July. He then shifts 
south to Cannes, for the fashion- 
able August season, to operate the 
Ciub Brunel on the Riviera. It’s 
close by the summer easino. 

The fashionable Martinez hotel, 
also in Cannes, will try a Franco- 
American type of nitery in its 
penthouse club, to be operated 
jointly by Julius Monk. the con- 
ferencier at Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y.., 
and Hugh Shannon, who is cur- 
rently trying an _ after - theatre 
nitery policy at L’Aiglon restau- 
i rant, also in New York. 


_ show 


Femme Aerialist Hurt 


Buffalo, April 26. 
Lydia Cimse, 17, a high wire 
hoop spinner with Hamid-Martin 
Shrine Circus, was severely in- 
jured when she fell 42 feet during | 
the opening performance of the: 
at Memorial Auditorium 





here. 

Miss Cimse, who is a native of 
Riga, Latvia, was rushed to Deacon- | 
ess hospital suffering a fractured 
heel and shock when her leg 
slipped from a hoop with which 
she was working with her sister 
Brigitton, 16. Guy wires broke her 
fall and averted fatal injuries. 


NY. Stand 
Drop Stageshows 
After July 1 


| Strand theatre, New York, may 

| drop stage shows July 1 or there- 
abouts, depending on the house’s 
ability to move current commit- 
ments around. Warner Bros. the- 
atre executives refuse to. say 
whether the idea of going into a 
straight picture policy will be tem- 
porary or permanent But it will | 
continue throughout the summer | 
at least. 

Strand has been 
shows, built around name _ bands, 
for past 10 years. For some time 
it has been unhappy with b.o. re- 
sults as relative to costs. During 
the past year it occasionally experi- 
mented with straight pix weeks 
and though the gross dropped con- 
siderably it was claimed that 
profits were better due to the huge 
saving in talent and backstage op- 
erating costs. 

In the event the Strand goes out 
of the stage show idea permanent- 
ly the move will have a bad effect 
on Broadway’s vaudfilm policies, 
bookers fear. Capitol, for example, 
has several times been rumored as 
dropping bandshows and the 
Strand’s lead could cause that 
house to follow suit eventually, 
thus eliminating two important 
band and vaude outlets in N. Y. 


using stage 


Drop Shows 


,% 





| actually 


| liquor for 


w 


Couldn’t Revoke License 
That Didn’t Exist) 


Akron, O., April 26. 

Playhouse Gardens, which had 
its liquor license revoked on April 
8, is still in business, because the 
state liquor department is tangled 
up in its own red tape. The board 
revoked a license which 
the nightclub didn’t have. It ex- 
pired last August, and since then 
it has been operating without one. 
Tony Lombardo, owner, had ap- 
plied for a renewal, but before it 
was granted, the police raided it 
and arrested five males in the floor- 


show who were’ impersonating 
women Roxy Trillo, manager, 
was ordered to close the show. 


Then the club was cited for buying 
resale from a retail 
store. 

Francis K. Cole, head of the li- 
cense division, said that a “close” 
order for the spot could not be 
issued until the license is renewed 
and formally revoked. 


NY. Cafe Rouge Again 
Uncertain on Second 
Summer Foldo in Aug. 


James McCabe, managing direc- 
tor of the Statler hotel, New York, 
still is not certain whether the hos- 
telry’s Cafe Rouge, name band 
room, will close this summer again 
as it did last year for the first 
time. If the spot folds, however, 
it likely will be for only one month, 
August. 

If the cafe is kept open, Henry 
Busse’s orchestra will fill the pe- 
riod. Eddy Howard is current in 
the room, followed by Dick Jur- 
gens for six weeks, by Ray An- 
thony, June 27, for five. Jimmy 
Dorsey may return in September 
and Vaughn Monroe in October 

Astor Roof, N. Y., Statler’s main 
summer opposition, opens May 16 
with Carman Cavallaro and may 
follow with Tex Beneke. Latter’s 
booking is to be decided this week. 





In Fall at Shrine Circus | Smaller Resort Hotels Threaten To 


in AGVA Pay Hike 


New hike in scale for per- 


|'formers playing mountain hotels 
this summer, as set by the Ameri- 


can Guild of Variety Artists, has 
stirred up a hornet’s nest of dis- 


/sension among agents, bookers and 


operators. Although only affect- 
ing the smaller hotels, since the 
top spots such as Grossinger’s and 
Concord go in for top names and 


pay accordingly, some 300 spots 
have gone on record that they'll 
not kite their talent budgets to 


meet the increase. 

If the talent union is obdurate in 
invoking it they would use less acts 
and still operate within their 
former $125-150 nightly budgets. 
Most only play acts on weekends. 

AGVA’s new minimum § scale 
calls for $25 per night for single 
acts, $40 for doubles and $55 for 
trios in comparison to current $15- 
30-45 tariffs. Main beef of the ops 
is that with ‘transportation, room 
and board it will tally up to prac- 
tically a $40 minimum. 

At a meeting held between reps 


of Associated Agents of America, 


whose members are mostly in- 


‘volved in the mountain and resort 


bookings, and AGVA reps, it was 
agreed that the matter would be 
brought before the membership for 
ratification at the meeting of the 


N. Y. branch of the talent union 
set for May 3 at the Capitol hotel, 
N. Y¥. Hymie Goldstein, prexy of 


the AAA, was given privilege of 
attending the meeting with a com- 
mittee of agents to present the lat- 
ters’ problems to the membership. 
Whatever decision made there will 
be final. 

However, the hike would not be 
effective until after July 1, when 
current basic agreement expires. 
Nevertheless, many of the opera- 
tors are jumping the gun in antici- 
pation that the rise will be ratified 
and have already instructed the 
agents and bookers to do the best 
they can for them for the $125-50 
budget. They said they'll try this 
for awhile and if it doesn’t work 
out they’ll dispense with talent 
entirely and induct other forms of 
entertainment. 
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issident Groups Map Campaign To 


Sweep Out AGVA Chiefs at Convention 


‘sparked the 33d annual benefit of race on Saturday 
National Variety Artists at the ment his present show consider- | 
James theatre, N. Y., Sunday | ably for engagement at Strand the- | 
Alan Corelli, who as- | 4tre, New York, which immediately | magicos which play this te 
chairman of the | follows. i ' 
entertainment committee, in lining, Broadway showcase with the new /| tion which fills numerous 


Plenty of fireworks looms. for 
the forthcoming national conven- 
tion of American Guild of Variety 
Artists set for June 6 in Chicago. 
Groups within the membership in 
N. Y. and elsewhere are quietly 
setting up a plan for a clean 
sweep in the top AGVA echelon 
and several amendments to the 
current constitution and bylaws. 

Dissident groups have set them- 
selves up as the Variety Artists 
Protective Assn. None is really 
coming into the open, but for the 
past couple of weeks they have 
been circulating petitions locally 
and nationwide, pointing up their 
gripes and possible solutions. Se- 
crecy is said to be due to offset 
any chance of their being gagged 


by suspension via ‘conduct unbe- 
coming-a-member” charges. How- 


ever, the dissension is reported to 
be at a boiling point and is ex- 
pected to steam over at the com- 
ing meeting of the N. Y. branch 
of AGVA, skedded for May 4 at 
the Park Sheraton hotel, N. Y. 
Most of the dissenters are far 
from satisfied with the steward- 
ship of their current reps and they 
want some changes made. The 
N. Y. group is making a valiant 
pitch for the nomination of Jackie 
Bright, comedian, for the presi- 
dency, now held by Gus Van. It’s 
an honorary, non-salaried post. 
Midwest contingent within 
AGVA is making a strong cam- 
paign to have Jack Irving, current- 
ly midwest regional director, suc- 


_—- 


Texas Nitery Leased 

Fort Worth, April 26. 
W. W. Satterwhite has leased 
the Skyliner, which has been’ 
closed for a month. Spot was re-! 
opened Sunday (24) with Henry 
King orch as main attraction. 
Floorshows will be presented twice 


| N. 


| shows 
ithe Broadway Par, will be booked 


ceed Dewey Barto as national ex- 
ecutive secretary, which pays 
$10,000 a year. Irving reportedly 
hasn’t sanctioned such a move, but 
it’s likely, if chosen, he would in- 
national 


sist upon transfer of 
AGVA to Chicago. 
Both groups are said to be 


agreed upon this and, additionally, 
will seek an amendment to cur- 
rent constitution to make post of 
national exec secretary a contract 
job, instead of an interim appoint- 
ment such as now exists. If latter 
were adopted the selectee could 
not be dismissed excepting for 
malfeasance of office, after a trial 
by Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, the parent actors’ 
union. 


156 for Free Mpls. Music 


Minneapolis, April 26. 

Minneapolis musicians union, 
AFL, will spend about $15,000 this 
year for free public music here. 
The amount is the local share of 
$35,422 which will be spent in 
Minnesota. The money comes from 
the national union’s recording and 
transcription fund, having been 
apportioned to this state. 

St. Paul will get about $9,000 
under the distribution, which is 
based on the number of union mu- 
sicians in each city of the state. 





Ritz, Newburgh, Switches 
The Ritz theatre, Newburgh, 
Y., formerly used by the Para- 
mount circuit as a tryout stand for 
subsequenty presented in 


by the Feinberg Agency starting | 


June 7. Pian is to use bandshows | 
on a one or two-day basis. 

Agency will alternate Ritz shows | 
with the Sherman theatre, Strouds- 


burg, Pa., which also has similar | 





nightly with Benny Ray, comedian, | policy. 
as m.c. 
Satterwhite also owns and op-| EXPANDS AGENCY 


erates the Rocket Club here, which 
is currently featuring Sandy San- 
difer orch. 


VOTE FOR 
[x] BEN BEYER 


To Be Delegate to the 
AGVA Convention in Chicage 


June 6, 1949 


(Ballots Must Be Filed Before 
May 7, 1949) 

| HAVE THE ANSWER 

TO BETTER CONDI- 

TIONS IN FAIRS, 

_ PARKS AND CIRCUS. 


1 Have 50 Years of Playing Time to 
My Credit in Vaudeville as a Trick 
Cyclist and Comedian 


CARDINE 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 
































MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 








Talent Corp. of America is in- 
| stalling a band dept. N. Y. agency, 
headed by Harry Weissman. It had 
originally concentrated on _ tele 


talent and tele package shows but | 


recently added a vaude and nitery 
dept. 

Weissman will handle band dept. 
temporarily until he sets a perma- 
| nent head. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., April 26. 





Spring is busting out at the Will | 


| thegers. Lawn is all set with benches 
lat the disposal of the patients, 
flower garden perted up by Dolly 
|Gallagher and Helen Grupp and 
'workmen giving the place a new 
| look. 

Delphin Streder (RKO) a new 
| arrival and getting observation and 
a much needed rest. 

Edwin Gaiser and _ Rufus 
Weathers handed Easter greetings 
via an extra good medical report, 
ditto for Sam (RKO) Kelly. 

Robert J. Goldstein, theatrical 
(attorney, and Arthur Proffitt ex- 
Rogerites, make reservations for 
annual checkup. 

Mrs. C. F. Sloan and Clara Sloan, 
mother and sister of Laura Sloan 
(Loew's), shot in from Cleveland 
for a bedside chat. 

Tom (IATSE) Curry back to bed 
due to a setback; that has required 
ditto for Jack Clancy, former X- 
Ray technician of the Will Rogers. 

Ben Schaffer appointed mailman 
at the Rogers, while George (Ele- 
phants) Power is part-time switch- 
board operator. 

Candy Stevens, accompanied by 
her husband-pianist Charlie How- 
ard in to ogle the lodge and gift 
the gang. 

Write to those who are ill. 


‘Bring Back Vaude’ 
Pitch Sparks NVA 33d 


A “bring 


the 
| St. 
night (24). 
sisted Joe Verdi, 


up the three-and-a-half hour show, 
also emceed and pointed up that 
the tumultuous reception given the 
acts was proof “that vaudeville was 
wanted back.” 


Annual Benefit; 336 B.0.: 


back vaudeville” pitch | week engagement at Vogue Tere 


| 


TED LEWIS ADDING TO 


"UNIT FOR WB DATE 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 
Ted Lewis, who winds up two- 


(30), will aug- 


Lewis goes into WB’s 
Joan Crawford picture, “Flamingo 
Road,” on a three-week guarantee 
with a possibility of four. 

Vet showman, who launched 
name policy which Vogue Terrace 


Although far from a sellout and plans to continue for the summer, 


the take somewhat under previous 
years, show grossed about $13,000, 
which should leave a net of $8,000 


for the NVA’s Welfare Fund. 
While not overstudded' with 
potent marquee names, overall it 


was an entertaining show high- 


lighted by a nostalgic interlude by | 


a quartet of yesteryear faves, Billy 
Hines, Maude Nugent, 
Dupree and Tom Barrett, flanked 
iby the ensemble from Sammy’s 
Bowery Follies cafe. They rocked 
the house. 
with Pat Rooney, in latter’s peren- 


Jeanette | 


(1,100-seat) 
biz in its 


big 
best 


has been giving 
theatre-restaurant 
long history. 


Miami Pals’ Benefit For 
Stricken Singer Nets 76 


Miami Beach, April 26. 
Second benefit in recent months 
to aid an ailing performer took 
place Sunday night (24) in 





Kramer, tenor, currently in a Chi- 


nial waltz clog to “Daughter of|¢480 hospital for further opera- 


Rosie O’Grady,” was another show- 
stopper. Later he paired with 
Horace MacMahon in a laugh-pro- 
voking rib on gangster films. This, 
too, was solid. 

Others contributing sock turns to 
the long bill were Lionel Hamp- 
ton and entire Strand, N. Y., show, 
Leo De Lyon and Vivian Blaine, 
Wooding Choral Ensemble, Myron 
Cohen, Benny Rubin, Jack Carter, 
Bob Douglas & June Gardner, 
Smith & Dale, Arthur Ward, 
Rockabye Johnny, Leni Lynn and 
Morey Amsterdam. Edba. | 


| 





Buffalo Bill, Circus | 
Motif for Chi R.R. Fair | 


Chicago, April 29. | 

“Wheels A ’Rolling,” all-Equity 
pageant for Chicago Railroad Fair 
for 1949, will include Buffalo Bill | 
| Cody in a circus motif, replacing 
| the “Gay Nineties” format of last 
| year’s affair. New setup will in- 

clude circus wagons, caged ani- 
mals, clowns, ringmaster, muscle 
| dancers, etc. ; 

Maj. Lenox R. Lohr, fair prexy, 
announced Friday (22) that other 
scenes of the pageant, showing his- 
tory of railroading from Indian era 
to present day streamliners, are 
being rewritten to give this year’s 
fair a better idea than former ver- 
sion. 





| 
| 
| 


Midwest Dates 











Chicago, April 26. 
Sherman Bros. break up their 
/act April 24 with Marty leaving 
‘show biz and Bobby carrying on 
'as single. when he returns to Brass 





| chase of 


| tries. 


ership of other theatres. 





Rail, May 16... Day, Dawn, and | 
| Dusk set for Silver Frolics, May 
20...Mickey Sharp held over at 
|Lake Club, Springfield, Ill... Jac- 
ques Gordon, juggler, set for) 
| Brown Hotel, Louisville, May 30... 
| Billy Wells ill at St. Lukes hospi- | 
‘tal, Chi... De Marlos added to 
| Tony Martin show at the Chez Pa- 
ree, May 12...Sophie Tucker in-| 
vades the northwest territory at 
| the Carnival, Minneapolis, May 26 
| ...Wesson Bros. also play Minne- 
apolis at the Radisson beginning , 
June 10. | 
Four Step Bros. pacted for se- | 
ries of theatre dates teeing off | 
with State, Cincinnati, May 6... 
Marie Negalia, Floss and Niles, | 
and Ted Straeter orch added to Sid | 
!Caesar show atthe Palmer House, | 
\June 16 Bonnie Baker headlines 
the Home Show, Duluth, Minn..| 
May 10 .. Lenny Colyer extended | 
until May 12 at Helsings Chi 
GAC office takes over the booking 
‘of the Don Carlos Casino, Winne- 
,/peg, Canada, with Johnny King 
| setting the Deep River Boys as 
ithe first attraction. 














THE SENSATION OF 


European spots. 


RICHARD 
342 Madison Avenue, 





THE MODERN PAGANINI 


CHARLES BERNARD 


and His $100,000 ‘Stradivarius 


who appeared in record-smashing engagements at the Montmartre, 
Paris—Grand Hotel, Budapest—Berns Salonger, Stockholm—dZigeuner 
Keller, Vienna — Wivel, Copenhagen — and many other outstanding 


OPEN FOR SUMMER RESORT ENGAGEMENTS, RECORDINGS AND THEATRES 
Personal Representative: 


VAnderbilt 6-0492 


TWO CONTINENTS 


MARDUS 
New York 19, WN. Y. 














tions on limbs. The affair drew 
over 2,500 persons and netted $7,- 


Jan Murray headed the list of 


| talent, which included Gracie Bar- 
| rie, 


Alan Gale, 
Hal Fisher, 


Charlie Carlisle, 
Phil Foster, Guy Ren- 


nie, the Bar of Music show, Barry | 


Gray and other acts playing here. 
Former benefit was given for 
Emile Boreo. 














Eagle Lion 


Continued from page 3 —— 





|}ing to take him on in a parallel 


role to that in EL. 
Buy Out R. R. Young? 


Meanwhile, several new filmites | 


are said to be seeking the pur- 
company control from 
Robert R. 
Prominently mentioned as 
bidding for EL is Sam Katz who 
resigned several months ago as a 
studio exec with Metro. Katz origi- 
nally formed the Balaban & Katz 
circuit with A. J. and Barney Bala- 
ban and still retains a fractional 
interest in that chain besides own- 
Report- 
edly, he is anxious to obtain his 
own production-distribution unit. 
Understood, Young is willing to 
sell EL control providing he can 
get the right figure. As in other 
deals, the rub lies in differences 
of opinion between the railroad 
magnate and parties interested in 
acquiring the company as to what 
that figure should be. 
Both Samuel Goldwyn and 
David O. Selznick have also been 
reported dickering for the com-| 
pany. It is believed that Selznick | 
is particularly interested in EL | 
since the company now handles re- | 
issue rights on his product. Cir- | 
cuit operators Si Fabian and Ted 
Gamble, recently active in a fruit- | 


|less attempt to buy United Artists, | 
/studied EL’s operational figures | 


several months ago with the idea 
of a possible bid. However, they 
subsequentiy dropped the project 
when the UA situation grew hot. 


the | 
Joey Adams teamed Roney Plaza gardens, for Leon 


Young’s Pathe Indus- | 





| 
| Unit Review 








Aska Magie Show 


(SHRINE TEMPLE, LOUISVILLE) 
| Louisville, April 23. 

Full two-hour show, somethin 
more pretentious than the usual 

rritory 
| Aska has a complete magic via 
dates j 
| the Kentucky and Indiana Scheal 
/and community auditorium circuit 
| Carries stage crew, and has couple 
truck loads of equipment. Went 
over big with the family type audi- 
ence here. 

Show is in two parts. Part one 
is a mystery spectacle, teeing off 
with a Chinese Fantasy, in which 
| Aska has a colorful display of silks 
He then progressively moves to 
productions of fiowers, ducks, rab- 
bits, etc., with running line of 
chatter. 

“Next volunteers are called from 
{the audience, and half a dozen 
| teenage boys responded. Magico 
has a lot of fun with the young- 
sters, demonstrating rope trick 
The Guillotine, and a number of 
of other tricks which go over big. 
He also does a neat job with the 
Thurston “Blooming Rosebush.” 

Pauline, his assistant, comes on 
for some stunts with a pair of dogs, 


a Belgian Schipperke dog, and 
some somersaulting by a white 
| Spitz. 


_Second part opens with a suspen- 
sion and levitation illusion, “Prin- 
cess Zarney.”’ This registers, but 


could have been improved with 
dimmer lighting, and a better 
choice of recorded music. Me- 


chanics of the stunt was rather ob- 
vious from the front rows. 

Best features of the second half, 
which included a plethora of small 
tricks, were the “Mystery of the 
Light Globe,” and a love bird rou- 
tine, which had them gaping. 

Closer was “Sawing a Woman in 


Half.” This illusion has _ been 
| around a long time, but patrons 
|}never seem to tire of it, and at 


show caught, it seemed to be new 
and exciting to the small fry in 
the audience. 

Aska is on stage continuously 
and has able support from his as- 
sistants. Knows how to get best 
results from his audience partici- 
pation stunts, and bows off to 
plenty applause. Hold. 








COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. I to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 


Send 25c for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. NO C.O.D.'s. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., N. Y. 19. Circle 7-1130 
—Every Day Including Sundays— 

















me | 
qumememeen|N PHILADELPHIA, PA.commmmem 


CLINTON HOTE 10th BELOW 





SPRUCE 


200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Beautiful Air Conditioned Cocktail Lounge 
GEE WALKING DISTANCE OF Alt THEATRES 








_—————. 





RIT 


BENERAL 


LOEW 
BOOKING 
AG 


ENCY 


EXECUTIVE OFFI¢ES 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
£40 W. Ate $M... - Ryan 07889 


. yj" 
Wales atid i \ WR A A 











; 
F 





time 
Gort 
have 
such 
New 
Fror 
twee 
cost 
Jack 
lead 
Ram 
ball 
She 
scho 
Bi 
volv 
tean 
Lew 
The 
com 
men 
ist 
acco 
hap: 
thin 
retic 
sinc 
gam 
A 
foll 
the 
mill 
nun 
stin 
pro} 
hav 
Loe 
hav 
bist 
tere 
tro 
con 
the 
Eve 
fast 
a 5 
the 
side 
pan 
bag 
sel] 
My 
“Se 
don 
ble 
is g 
les 
ace 
inst 
A 
did 
mic 
fro 
ero 
ten 
ol 
uf 
ma 
in 
day 
alb 
tin 
in- 
Le 
sin 
de) 
all 
iste 
oe 
tha 
squ 
bu 
tra 
W: 
tra 


ick 








one 


hich 
ilks, 
to 
rab- 
of 


rom 
7en 
ico 
ing- 








Wednesday, April 27, 1949 


VARIETY 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


55 








Copacabana, N. Y. 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, The 
vagabonds (4), Jack 
ny Carroll, Ramona Lang; 8 Copa) 
Girls; Michael Durso and Fernando 
Alvares Bands; epee by Douglas | 
Coudy; songs, Gordon Jenkins and | 
fom Adair; costumes, Billy Liv- 
jngston (Mme. Berthe); arrange- | 
ments, Elliot G. Eberhard; $3 min-| 


imum. | 





You can now eount the topflight 
nite clubs in America on_ both 
hands, because the pattern of this 
entertainment has so changed that | 
hotel rooms have usurped the 
clubs. As for the rest they are 
usually gambling casino adjuncts. 

New York’s Copa is a prime ex- 
ample of a straight cafe holding its 
own. The Copa’s boxoffice hardi- 
ness, of course, is best answered 
by its top standard with attractions 
Jike Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. 
To them this is home base, and the 
regulars so regard it, for the team 
really started to wham at this East 
60th St. spot. Now they’re back 
again, backed by a sparkling new 
revue. There’s plenty here, plus 
Monte Proser, of course, continues 
as an absentee part-landlord, by 
choice and otherwise. His name) 
still adorns the basically necessary 
marquee spots per his technical 
contract, but the shows are no 
longer Proseresque. ‘ 

This, by no means, diminishes 
their worth, as has been attested 
jin recent sessions. Douglas Coudy 
continues to ring the bell with his 
tiptop selection of Copa _ beauts, | 
and the Billy Livingston costumes 
adorn them in brilliant and some- 
times quite Ziegfeldian splendor. 
Gordon Jenkins and Tom Adair 
have fashioned some good tunes, 
such as the “Window Shopping in 
New York” opener and the ‘‘Gaucho 
From Patagonia” finale. In_ be- 
tween is a socko “After the Rain” 
costume flash; Penny Carroll and 
Jack Cassidy are a fetching pair 
leading the vocal numbers, and 
Ramona Lang is an extraordinary 
ballet and gencral terp specialist. 
She is of the leggy Eleanor Powell | 
school, and is a solo standout. 

But the show fundamentally re- 
volves around two masculine 
teams: the headlining Martin & 
Lewis anc a socko subfeature in 
The Vagabonds. For a time the 
comedy-musico quintet (it’s funda- | 
mentally a quartet, since the pian- 
ist is rather unobtrusive for the 
accomps) made it appear that per- 
haps Martin & Lewis would find 
things too tough to follow. Theo- 
retically it’s not the best booking, | 
since the madcap group are in the | 
game screwball idiom as the stars. | 
Apparently Martin & Lewis could 
follow Lassie and Gargantua, but 
the Vagabonds not only wham but 
milk. They might cut one 
number, although their extended 


stint is more by insistence than 
professional misjudgment. They 
have traveled far since their 


Loew’s State, N. Y., debut in °42, 
having migrated east from a Frisco 
bistro, in which they had an in- 
terest. They're now a_ seasoned 
troupe with a fine sense of ribald 
comedy values. They mugg with 
the effectiveness of an Edward 
Everett Horton and slip in saucy 
fasties with the rapier quality of 
a 52d St. “mad” joint. Some of. 
the nifties are on the too-rough | 
side at times, such as the Chinese 
pantomime business and the “gar- 
bage man” doggeral. But they 
sell _terrif regardless. ‘“She’s 
My Sunshine” is good hoke, but 
“Salt” is a one-joke ditty over- 
done. Their rhythms are undenia- 
ble and that string bass specialist 
is a comedy standout with his bur- 
lesque hula routine. Two guitars, 
accordion and bass comprise the 
instrumentation. 

_As for Martin and Lewis, they 
did over an hour and ran their 
midnight show into the 2 a.m. 
frolic, which is an idea of the gen- 
erosity of their stint and the ex- 
tent of their reception. They have 
fae. refined and retailed their 
uffoonery in a manner. which) 
makes them the hottest comedy act 
in the saloons. They’re the latter- 
day Clayton, Jackson & Durante, 
albeit only two in number. Mar- 
tin’s legit warbling is done tongue- 
in-cheek at the right times, and 
Lewis’ versatility as funster, hoke 
Singer and pseudo-maestro_ evi- 
dences his triple-threat potency in 
all departments. Martin, too, reg- 
isters on the light end. The result 
1s a double-feature, two-ply parlay 
that appeals to the heps and the 
Squares alike. Their NBC radio 
build-up—nor do they forget to) 
trailerize their “Friend Irma” (Hal 
Wallis-Par) film debut—is no de-| 
tractor either. 

Joe Lopez at the tape was pan- 
icked by the premiere demands, 
and he’ll be the busiest maitre d’ | 
in town while the team’s at the 
Copa, Martin & Lewis now have 
their own special maestro, Dick 
Stabile, a former bandleader here, | 
Who gets a sax solo opportunity 
Which affords a respite for the 
team. They also carry a specialist 
at the traps. Mike Durso and the) 


Fernando Alvares (Latin) ieee! 


hold over and wham per usual. 


assidy, Pen-| Durso, notably, plays an excellent | 


musical backer-upper for the pro- 
duction. 

Among the intangible but potent 
lures which the Copa has built 
up the past two years, incidentally, 
is Jack Eigen’s midnight-until-4 
a.m. chitchat, interviews, “playing 
the game” and occasional show biz 
news and disk-jockeying. Like Bar- 
ry Gray, Jack Lescoulie, et al., he’s 


/more the chatterer than the plat- 


terer among disk jocks. What’s 
more, he’s made himself a person- 
ality, aided not a little by Fred 
Allen’s generous plugging week 
after week, not to mention the 
cavalcade of show biz greats who 
give the Copa a perpetual benefit. 
Being a natural saloon lure for 
Hollywood and Broadway celebs on 
the loose, the Eigen interviews 
project the Copa to a good b.o. 
segment via names that read like 
a charity gala. Just to prove it’s 
no accident, a galaxy such as Jol- 
son, Allen, Berle, et al. turned up 
Sunday night to celebrate Eigen’s 
third anni. P.S.—The upstairs 
lounge of the Copa is now a big 
b.o. draw all its own at $1-a-drink 
average, catching those fast night- 
caps as they exit the downstairs 
main bistro. Abel. 


Cafe de Est, Montreal 
: Montreal, April 22. 
Sylvie St. Clair, with Steve 
Bernard; Eddie Sanborn Orch (6): 
admission $1, no minimum. 





Located in the east end of Mont- 


'real, this bistro adds to its long 


list of French imports with cur- 
rent Sylvie St. Clair. Singer 
scores heavily with the French 
trade. 


A heavy selling factor in her 
repertoire are the songs of com- 
poser Michel Emer, who has been 
responsible for the many succes- 
ses of Edith Piaf. Miss St. Clair 
has savvy in putting over her songs 
and on the night caught, she quiet- 
ed a noisy house with such num- 
bers as “Le Petite Bistro,” a sock 
rhumba, “I Want to Dance” and 
“A Tier d’eil” (“I Spread My 
Wings”) for plenty salvos. Comes 
back for monolog on nocturnal af- 
fairs of a couple of alley cats, 
which registers for laughs. Clinch- 
er is “Personality” (in French), 
which is surefire for this room. 
Steve Bernard does solid accomps 
for her 35-minute session. Eddie 
Sanborn sextet is okay on cus- 
tomer dansapation. Newt. 


Oval Room, Boston 
(COPLEY PLAZA HOTEL) 
Charlie Carts, Giselle & Francois, 
Szonyi, Sammy Eisen Orch (8); 

no cover or minimum. 





Arki- Yavensonne moved _ into 
this top-rankjng Hub boite a couple 
of months ago to restyle the opera- 
tion, and has made it pay off. New 
idea is special table d’hote suppers, 
superior acts of the intime style, 
and a personal touch in supervis- 
ing both kitchen and acts. Result 
is this spot has been making a 
strong comeback in recent months. 

Charlie Carts, personable young 
Frenchman, wows ’em with an ar- 
ray of card tricks and memory 
feats. Keeps up a running line of 
chatter and uses ringsiders as foils. 
He’s on for half an hour, changing 
pace in mid-act with a series of 
decorative card manipulations. 
Closes to nice response. 

Opener also introduces new tal- 
ent in the dance team of Giselle 
and Francois Szonyi, Hungarian 
brother and sister team in excep- 
tionally skilled and graceful acro- 
batic ballet. They do two num- 
bers, for hefty returns. Sammy 
Eisen’s orch backgrounds capably, 
with Neil Phillips, pianist, hold- 
ing forth in the adjacent Merry- 
Go-Round bar. Biz good when 
caught. Elie. 


Marine Room. Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
George Tapps, The Carltons (2), 
Marianne Fedele, Preston Lambert, 
Dorothy Hild Dancers (6), Henry 
Brandon Orch (12); $1.20 cover. , 





Room bedecked in flowers and 
cherry blossoms, is in tune with 
its new revue, “Spring Interlude.” 

George Tapps rates kudos in tap- 
stering department, exhibiting 
spins, turns and multiple-taps in 
his stint. He does half a dozen 
numbers, shining in “Hawaiian 
War Chant” and his finale of re- 
quests from on-lookers. 

The Carltons, father and son bal- 
ancing act, is sure-fire because of 
six-year-old Tommy. Youngster’s 
ability brings act back for two 
encores of table-top acro stunts. 

Dorothy Hild dancers with Ma- 
rianne Fedele and Preston Lam- 
bert dueting tunes in background, 
fit nicely into “Springtime” line 
number ad closing “Fire Dance.” 
Costuming is elaborate and color- 
ful. . Henry Brandon’s show and 
dance backing is neatiy handled. 

Greg. 


;umnists. In 


Mayfair Room, Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, April 21. 
Peter Lind Hayes & Mary Healy, 
Dick La Salle’s Orch (12); $3.50 
minimum, $1 cover. 





The recovery of this swank room 
—from near vacancy to capacity— 


supports the prophecy that there’s | 


nothing wrong with cafe business 
that a good show won't cure. In 
this case Peter Lind Hayes and 


| Mary Healy prove it. Loaded with 


new material. since their last visit, 

they hold aud’s rapt attention in 

solid 45 minutes of fun-making. 
Hayes starts off with a s..tire on 


Hollywood via_ FitzPatrick trav- 
elogs, that takes him from the 
Congo to Russia — frem John 


Charles Thomas to Harlem; an ex- 
cellent springboard for his vocals, 
pantomime and caricatures. Miss 
Healy joins him in a spoof on 
gangster films and Hollywood col- 
role of Hedda Pop- 
sicle, she garners hefty yocks and 
plaudits. “Disk Jockey Blues” find 
duo breezing through impreshes of 
disclick personalities such as Lena 
Horne, Jack Smith, Rose Murphy 


and Jan Peerce in authentic and 
hilarious manner. Miss Healy ex- 
its after encore of ‘Pussy-Cat 


Song.”’ which is, incidentally, one 
of their cleverest bits. Applause is 
solid 

Hayes’ mastery at portraying 
various types of drunks is exhib- 
ited in “Perennial Torchbearer,” 
which evokes laughter and tears. 
His caricatures are superb, aided 
by facial expressions and sense of 


timing. Three begoffs found him 
winding up with informal stories 
about Joe Frisco, his favorite 
comic. 


Ropes are up again. Greg. 


Roval Roost, N. Y. 

Nellie Lutcher, Stump & Stumpy, 
Allan & Angel, Gwen Tyme, line 
(12), Billy Font Orch, Sally Lewis 
Orch; $2.50 minimum. | 

With Ralph Watkins, operator of 
both Royal Roost and Bob City, 
shifting his bebopomania to the 
latter spot, this pop-priced nitery 
is reverting to a straight entertain- 
ment policy. Current all-colored 
layout is a big, fast, expensively- 
dressed show with Nellie Lutcher 
toplining and Stump and ‘Stumpy 
backing up with their hectic com- 
edy antics. Line of 12 gals also 
makes neat trimming. 

Working in the center of the 
floor behind a piano, Miss Lutcher 
strongly projects her personality 
throughou this large cafe despite 
her rather thin voice. She delivers, 
in her “gone gal” fashion, some of 


her top platter faves, including 
“He Sends Me” and “Hurry On 
Down.” In this spot she fits in 


especially well, but her tricky style 
would arrest attention anywhere. 

One of the top Negro comedy 
teams in the business, Stump and 
Stumpy, race through a zany rou- 
tine of hoofing, singing and gag- 
ging that moves too fast for flaw-| 
finding. Team punches across sev- 
eral ace acro-terping turns, segue- 
ing into a series of frantic pratt- 
falls and widing up with some 
broad comedy dialog. The verbal 
by-play is the weakest link of their 
contrib, but overall routine is a 
potent comedy potion. 

Rest of the bill slips in quality. 
Gwen Tyme warbles some pop 
tunes with a weak set of pipes | 
that’s barely audible even with | 
the amplifying system. She begins | 
her numbers in a low key and. 
then finds herself unable to recap- 
ture the customer’s interest when 
she finally hits the upper registers. 
Dancing team of Allan and Angel 
execute standard ballroom and jazz 
routines in okay style. Joining with 
the line. they do a fair ballet 
version of “Slaughter on Tenth 
Avenue.” 

Sally Lewis orch does a crack 
job of backing the show, also con- 
tribbing a hot intermezzo before 
Stump and Stumpy’s closer. Alter- 
nating on the bandstand, Billy 
Font’s rhumba crew dishes out hot 
Latin rhythms for customer dansa- 
pation. Herm. 


Sundon Club. Phoenix 
Phoenix, April 17. 
Virginia O'Brien, Fay & Gordon, 
Jimmie Vey, Don Kay Orch (17); 
$1.50 cover, no minimum: 








Owner Joe Gaddis has dipped 
into the long green for this lay- 
out, an MCA package that’s pegged 
at $4,000, including Virginia 
O’Brien’s $2,000 price tag. For 
these parts that’s plenty steep, and 
in order to meet the increased 
tariff the Sundown is augmenting 


‘ its tabs with a $1.50 cover. With 


Lois Andrews on tap, along with 
Jane Russell, Burl Ives, the Pied 
Pipers, and other acts of that 
stripe, Gaddis figures that he can 
more than meet his increased nut 
by having the customers share 
the costs. 


New polic, has a good chance of sic they dished up during the 


paying off and may well affect lo- 


cal competish, which has long 
| steered clear of the cover adjunct 


| while maintaining a negative out- | 
In a} 


‘look regarding name acts. 
city that does a multi-million-dol- 
lar tourist business, this stance un- 
doubtedly is reflected in the cur- 
rent nitery lethargy. 

| Miss O’Brien comes off well in 
her nitery debut. Although her 
/song repertoire is less than sock, 
'She sells her numbers for full 
value and compounds such salients 
as looks, personality, and smart 
garb. More accustomed to theatre 
and film media, she nevertheless 
projects well in the cafe milieu 
and is especially forte in her dead- 
pan specialties. She scores with 
“Say That We're Sweethearts 
Again,” “Always True to You In 
My Fashion,” “Go to Sleep My 
Baby,” and a stepped-up version of 
“Ramona” and “In a Little Span- 
ish Town.” Act rated solid recep- 
tion opening night, and with added 


special material could well move 
into the higher nitery echelons. 
As is, Miss O’Brien is skedded 


for no future cafe dates. 


Fay & Gordon, dance team, im- 
pressed with their diversified rep- 
ertoire, which runs the gamut 
from the samba to a silo routine, 
latter being a hillbilly satire. Team 
combines nimbleness and_ grace, 
and came in for considerable palm- 
whacking. 

Show opens with Jimmie Vey. 
xylophonist and terper, who cli- 
maxes act with fast brand of lego- 
mania while bearing down on the 
woods. It’s okay fancy stuff. 

Don Kay orchestra backs show 
and dishes up tunes for customers’ 
interim dancing. Jona. 


Show Bar. K.C. 
Kansas City, April 21. 
| Ross Wyse, Jr., with Peggy Wo- 
mack; Lowe, Hite & Stanley, Peggy 
Wood, Chan & Margo, Weela Gal- 
lez, Dave & Tom Reiser Quartet; 
no cover or minimum. 

Show Bar continues its continu- 
ous show policy with lineup of six 
acts. Layout has scarcely a slack 
moment. 

Reiser crew and Weela Gallez 
get together for some fast instru- 
mental rhythms, and then she 
takes over as m.c. Chan and Margo 
follow, with Chan starting off with 
magic tricks and winding in a men- 
talist turn with femme partner as 
the seer. 

Miss Gallez, at the piano, spots 
her own turn of breezy songs and 


chatter. Hers is a smooth, well- 
contrived and _ slickly - delivered 
session. 


Long, short and medium combo 
of Lowe, Hite and Stanley click 
with round of pantomiming the 
Andrews Sisters while their rec- 
ords beat out boogie over the loud- 


speaker system. Trio also has a 
knockabout routine paced for 
laughs. Material is aptly slanted 


toward lowercase member, Stanley, 
who holds up the comedy end, is 
okay. 

Peggy Wood delivers quintet of 
tunes with ease and finesse. Ross 
Wyse, Jr.. and Peggy Womack take 
over closing slot with their acro 
clowning and knockabout gymnas- 
tics. Miss Womack plays it mostly 
straight with some adagio terp and 
whizzing cartwheels, while Wyse 
clowns most of the way. He finally 
comes through with some able acro 
work on his own. Quin. 


Bop City, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

After a hectic but profitable get- 
away with Artie Shaw and a 40- 
piece symph orch during the open- 
ing week, Bop City is settling down 
into the anticipated bebop groove. 
That is, if you can call it settling 
down into a delirium of uninhibited 
jazz being dispensed by Machito’s 
Afro-Cubop orch. But this “pro- 
gressive” music, as its partisans 
tag it, carries powerful sock in its 
cacophony which is bound to leave 
a permanent mark on the future 
development of pop music. 

Machito’s combo of five rhythm 
(with three on bongo drums), four 
reeds and five brass is an ear- 
| splitting, hard-driving aggregation 
that commands attention by sheer 
force alone. This orch, however, 
also manipulated expertly through 
the bebop jungle of dissonance as 
!evidenced by their hot twists on 
‘some Afro-Cuban numbers. Gra- 
ziel, outfit’s buxom femme vocalist, 
contributes some tricky scat sing- 
ing also in the “modern” vein. 

The addicts flocking to this bop 
emporium are also being regaled 
by the sharp-breaking instrumen- 
tation of Howard McGhee on 
trumpet and Flip Phillips on the 
sax. McGhee works out with Ma- 
chito’s orch in a display of phe- 
nomenal horn-tooting virtuosity, 


while Phillips joins up with Ella | 


Fitzgerald and her supporting Ray 
Brown Trio. Miss Fitzgerald, along 
with the Kai Winding Boptet (6), 
, are holding over with the same mu- 


opening week. Herm. 





Charley Foy’s 
(SHERMAN OAKS, CAL.) 
Sherman Oaks, April 19. 
Corinna Mura, Pat Patrick, 
Charley Foy, Billy Green, Sammy 
Wolfe, Marguerite Padula, Abbey 





Browne’s Orch (3): no cover or 
minimum. 
Since the recent refurbishing, 


Charley Foy seems determined to 
concentrate more on w.k. attrac- 
tions than in the past. With the 
re-opening bill headed by Jimmy 
Savo, he chalked up new attend- 
ance records for his San Fernando 
valley spot. Now, with Corinna 
Mura in stellar spot. it looks like 
the cash register will continue to 
jingle. 

Entire layout is one of the most 
entertainment-packed bills offered 
locally in some time. Miss Mura is 


standout, whamming over her La- 
tune specialties with charm and 
skill She has an excellent voice 


and projects it cannily to earn top 
plaudits. Her version of “Tabu” 
is sock stuff and she follows it with 
a strong closer, “Sing to Me 
Guitar,” which she introed in 
“Mexican Hayride.” As an added 
fillip, firstnite ringsiders demand- 
ed. and got, a special performance 
as her mother, Lily Wall, joined 
her for a pair of tunes. 

Comedy duties devolve upon Pat 
Patrick, a holdover from the pre- 
vious _ bill He scores easily, 
whether with his Ercil Twing char- 
acter from radio (Edgar Bergen 
show) or his new nitery monolog, 
a fast-moving succession of sillies 
based on idiomatic expressions. It's 
in the quiet humor vein and is 
made more effective by Patrick’s 
easy delivery. 

Foy himself, as usual, sparks the 
proceedings with song-and-dance 
and emcees to keep the _ layout 
moving rapidly. Spot’s standbys 
still are on hand, Roberta Lee 
pleasing with her throaty chant- 
ing; Billy Green winning response 
for his Gaelic repertoire, now ex- 
panded to include a fine version of 
“Galway Bay:” Sammy Wolfe scor- 
ing laughs with his stooge bits and 
apings; and Marguerite Padula 
keeping the crowd merry between 
shows with her stint at the piano. 
Abbey Browne’s orch backgrounds 
acts neatly. Kap. 


Old Knick Musie Hall 
(NEW YORK) 


Paul Killiam- production of 
“Clementine of °49,” with Jerry 
Bergen, Narita, Gene Barry, Bob 


McMenainixn, Bettina Thayer, Clor- 
is Leachman, Johnny Silver, Nina 
Varela, Walter Klavun; Eddie 
“Gin” Miller, Old Knick Trio; $2 


minimum, 





Nostalgic éormat continues to 
paw off at the Old Knick Musie 


fiall. Current layout, comprising 
revival of an oldie meller, Clemen- 
tine of 49” (a new treatment for 
“The Gold Miner’s Daughter"), si- 
lent films with comment by Paul 
Killiam, singing waiters and com- 
munity sings, kept things rolling 
at a merry pace at preem perform- 
ance Friday (22) night. As for at- 
tendance, the ropes were up long 
before show started. 

Jerry Bergen’s comedics spark 
the production, with the comic 
practically knocking himself out 
to maintain the raucous pace of the 
show. He does a veritable Milton 
Berle stint, weaving in and out of 
the meller and spotting his stand- 
ard comedy and Swiss bell ri’ ging 
nonsense in the followup vaude 
olio for solid returns. Former Club 
18 zany sustains the laugh motif 
throughout session. 

“Clementine,” staged by Billy M. 
Greene, is strictly off the cob— 
but it’s commercial corn. Tempoed 
in the old Chautauqua manner, it 
employs a cast of youthful, com- 
petent players who seemingly en- 
joy their tongue-in-cheek delinea- 
tions as much as the audience. As 
to plot—if you can call it such— 
it’s the old yarn about the venera- 
ble prospector who struck gold in 
them thar hills in ’49 and the vil- 
lain who would separate him from 
it. 

Cast, comprising Bergen, Narita, 
Gene Barry, Bob McMenamin, Bet- 
tina Thayer, Cloris Leachman, 
Johnny Silver, Nina Varela and 
Walter Klavun, does okay by the 
script and also spots song and 
dance numbers in olio for addi- 
tional plaudits. 

Ed Miller’s pianoing of yesteryear 
tunes spaces the lulls and the Old 
Knick Trio, consisting of piano, 
accordion and drums, backs show 
capably as well as dispensing tunes 
for the dance sets. 

Informality of the Old Knick 
should make it a natural with 
diners seeking something off the 
beaten path in entertainment. 

Edba. 





Chip Music Corp. chartered to 
conduct a geri music business 
and to engage in management of 
orchestras, with offices in New 
York. Capital stock is 100 shares, 
no par value. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF APRIL 27 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates eireuit: 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll 


(1) Independent; (L) 


; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 


Loew; (M) Moss 








New York City 
Capitol (lL) 28 
Enric Madriguera 
Donald Richards 
Fred Sanborn 
Sibyl Bowan 
Lane & Claire 
Music Hall (i) 28 
Paul Haakon 
Salici Puppets 
Harrison & Fisher 
Gloria Lane 
John Schickling 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Orc 
Paramount (P) 27 
Duke Ellington O 
Ore 
Billy Eckstine 
Howell & Bowser 
Peck & Peck 
Roxy (1) 29 
Vivian Blaine 
Leo de Lyon 
McCarthy & Farrell 
Rookies 
Joan Hyldoft 
Strand (W) 29 
Lionel Hampton O 
Red & Curley 
Mantan Moreland 
Kittv Murray 
Amsterdam 
Rialto (1) 28-30 
Gold Tony 
Stagg McMann 3 
Shirley La Valle 
Milt Douglas Co 
3 Reddingtons 
AUBURN 
Auburn (1) 28-30 
Adamson Duo 
Musical Johnsons 
Tune Tattlers 
O’Neill & Cathy 
Gaudsmith Bros 
BALTIMORE 
Royal (1) 29 
Cab Calloway Co 
Tracey 
Jackie Mabley 
Clark Bros 
Peggy Tomas 
The Latinos 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome 
(P) 30-3 
King Cole 3 
Lloyd & Willis 
Sonny Sparks 
Jack LaRue 
CAMDEN 
Stanley 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
HICAGO 
Chicago (P) 27 
Victor Borge 
Janet Blair 
Blackburn 
Rudells 
Oriental (1) 28 
Dick Contino 
Richard Melari 
3 Pepperetites 
Harold Peck 
Tommy Check 
Mystery 4 
Meister & Kreig 
Glen Pigott 
Don Mclilvanie 
Ben Avalone 
CORTLANDT 
State (1!) 28-30 
Tselaks 
Miss Adrienne 
Morey & Eaton 
Neal Stanley 
1 to fill 
CUMBERLAND 
Strand (1) 27-28 
Glenn Henry 2 
Nivelles 
Al Norman 
Plutocrats 


Twins 


GENEVA 
Geneva (i) 28-30 
Val Eddy 
Kay & Aldrich 
2 Chords 
Henry J Kelly 
Beebe’s Bears 
GLOVERSVILLE 
Glove (I) 28-30 
Hollidays 
Watts & Newman 
Anthony & Rogers 
Neal Stanley 
Dolinoff & Raya 
Sis 
Holyoke 
Valiey Arena (i) 1 
Frank Marlowe 
E Lawrence Orc 
Tune Tattlers 


| Bedell & 


| The 


McCleary O 
| Phil 


(W) 1 only 


| Al Stevens 
| Janie Stevens 
|The Graziano 


Bros 
Matson 
LEXINGTON 
Ben Ali (1) 28-30 
Bud Carlell & Rosa 
Gloria French 
Keaton & Armfield 
2 Radio Rambiers 
1 to fill 
LOCKPORT 
Palace (1) 28-30 
2 Hearts 
Betty Hampden 
Fielder & Harriett 
Buddy Ebsen 
Arleys 
LONG BRANCH 
PARAMOUNT 
(WR) 3 only 
Jordan & Parvis 
Anthony & Rogers 
4l Norman 
Watts & Newman 
Jan Risko 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 27 
Pritchard & Lord 


| Keye Luke 


Lewis & Ames 
Mandrake Magic 


Show 
ONEONTA 
Oneonta (1) 26-23 


| J & S Taylor 


Lane’s Birds 


| Pat Rooney Jr 
| Wilfred Mae 3 


1 to fill 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic (WR) 
27 only 
B & C Robinson 


| Al Stevens 


Janie Stevens 
Graziano 
Bros 
| Bedell & Matson 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 29 
Spitalny Ore 
PLAINFEILD 
Oxford (WR) 2 only 
| Jordan & Parvis 
| Anthony & Rogers 
| Al Norman 
Watts & Newman 
| Jan Risko 
| ROCKFORD 
| Palace (1) 29-1 
| Hello Broadway’ 
| Bob Evans 
| Wesley Whitehouse 
| Vie & Adio 
| Ruth Nicols 
| International Duo 
SARATOGA 
| SPRINGS 
| Congress 
(WR) 1 only 
B & C Robinson 
| Al Stevens 
| Janie Stevens 
| The Graziano 
| Bros 
Bedell & Matson 
SOUTH BEND 
Palace (P) 2 only 
| Desi Arnaz Bd 
Pat Henning 
Vic & Adio 
SPRINGFIELD 
Orpheum (P) 3 only 
Desi Arnaz Bd 
Pat Henning 
Vic & Adio 
WASHINGTQN 
Capitol (L) 28 
3 Suns 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Mischa Auer 
Howard (1) 29 
Chubby Jackson 
Ore 
Vi Burnside 5 
Buck & Bubbles 
Johnny Hudgins Co 
Herb Lance 
Coco Steve & Eddy 
WATERTOWN 
Avon (1) 28-30 
Qlinlans 
Silver Rhythm 
C Fredericks Co 
Barney Grant 
3 Edwards Bros 


CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 25 
Schaller Bros 
Barney Powell 
Babs Dudley 
Banda & Vicki 





Jacky Bright 
Watts & Newman MONTREAL 
JOLIET | Gaiety () 1 
Rialto (P) 4 only | Peaches 
Desi Arnaz Bd | Tommy King 
Pat Henning | Neal Stenley 
Vic & Adio | Tselaks 
KINGSTON | Miss Adrienne 
Broadway | Siegrist & Isabel 
(WR) 29-30 | Keaton & Armfield 
B & C Robinson 4 Spins 
BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 
Jimmy Mack 
Francis Whitmer 
3 Loonies 
George Alex 
Peggy Ann Taylor 
Spangled Beauties 
Raymond Barry 
Terry’s Juveniles 

BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome 
Rex & Bessie 
Julie Andrews 
Ted Andrews & 

Barbara 
Bemand’s 
Roger Ray 
Reginald Dixon 
Suzette Tarri 
3 Massettys 
Joy Nichols 

BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (i) 25 
Joe Stein 
Max Carole 
Ronnie Stewart 
Fred Sloan 
Jackie Farr 
Vicki Raymond 
Kenneth Alien 
Archie Usher 
Cyrus 

BRADFORD 
Alhambra (M) 25 
Chico Marx 
Gold & Cordell 
Bert Copley 
Dick Henderson Jr 
H-ida Baker 
(‘ook’s Ponies 
Freda Wyn 
Alan Kay & Gloria 

BRISTOL 
(b 25 


Pigeons 


« Empire 


(M) 25 


{Du Barry Lovlies 


25 Len Martell 


| Wally Wood 
| Lupe & Velez 
| George Williams 
Dutch Serenaders 
EDINBURGH 
Empore (M) 25 
Jack Radcliffe 
Ben Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
Jacqueline Dunber 
Helen Morgan 
Agnette & Sylvio 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 25 
Vic Oliver 
June Manton 
Jeanette Hughes 
Ernie Brooks 
Elizabeth Gray 
Maureen O’Dell 
f.uonel Smith 
; wes Trayner & 
Betty 
| Alan Kay & Gloria 
Fred Lovelle 
Sievil Sis 
Bunny Doyle 
| Victoria Tpe 
| GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 25 
Fruncoise Flore 
Jackie Hunter 
Marqueez 
Rayinond Girerd 
Heien Crerar 
Vivian Et Tassi 
Trois De Mille 


! 
| 
GRIMSBY 


Palace (i) 25 


| Albert Grant 
| Renee Becke 
| Fred Hugh 

LEE 


os 


Empire (M) 25 
G H Elliott 
Gertie Gitana 


| Ella Shields 


Lily Morris 
Randolph Sutton 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Billy Danvers 
Struthard 
Sereno & Joy 
LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 25 
Cycling Astons 


| Bob Kerns 


Mary Lou 

rony Walsh 

3 Lennox 

LONDON 

Palladium (M) 25 

Danny Kaye 

Ted Ray 

Andrea Dancers 

Dunhills 

3 Chocolateers 

Bobbie Kimber 

Dourcthy Gray 

Skvrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 

Mippodrome (S) 75 

George Formby 

7 Ashtons 


Co 


| Arthur Worsley 


Jose Moreno 
Rockord & Doyle 
Le Clifford & 
Freda 
Krezy Komedy 
Kirks 
3 Adairs 
Newcastle 
Empire (M) 25 
Len Stweart 
Shiela Hamilton 
Maurice Barlow 
4 Eskimos 
Fred Brezin 
Rene Strange 
Wondrous 
Marjorie Chase 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 25 
Phyllis Dixey 
Jack Tracey 
David Musikant 
Varga Models 
Eric Marsh 
Stetson & Pat 
Ed Porelle 


Agua-Revuette 


Tarzan Jr 


Hazell 

Frogmen 

Australian Air 
Aces 

| Charih Indra 

| Allen Bros & June 

Piet Van Brechts 

| Elizabeth & Collins 


| Gerry Leader 


PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 25 


| Allan Jones 


Irene Hervey 

Eddy Bayes 

Sirdani 

Rosinas 

Stevano 

R & M Lamar 
SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (1) 25 

Syd Seymour Bd 

Constance Evans 

Curtis & Lavole 

Barbara Leigh 

David Williams 


Adele 
Speedacs 
Madhatters Bd 
Danny Gray 
Seymour Lovlies 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire (M) 25 
Larry Adler 
Max Wall 
Tommy Jover 
Raf Pat & Julian 
Bill Waddington 
Zio Angels 
7 Volants 
Curzon 3 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 25 
S & M Harrison 
Bob Gray 
Patricia & Colin 
3 Imps 
Pamela Austin 
Shiela Daly 
Joset Locke 
Singers 


WOOD GREEN 

Empire (S) 25 
Donald Peers 
Russell Swan 
Cycling Brockways 














Aston Shires & Frank Preston 
Clayton Johnson Clark 
Andrieva Dancers Inger 
NOTTINGHAM Beryl Reid 
Empire (M) 25 Musical Elliotts 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bagatelle | M Shaw Ore 
Dorothy Ross Hotel Roosevelt 
Day. Dawn & Lawrence Weik Or 
Dusk — Hotel New Yorker 
Jack Prince | Nat Brandwynne 
Jack Corlies Ore 
Bive Angel Johnny Flannagan 
Murray & Owen | Mona McDonald 
Wally Cox Joan Walden 


Ellis Larkin 3 

Martha Davis 

Josephine Premice 
Bop City 

Machito 

Ella Fitzgerald 

Herb Jeffries 


Cafe James 
Pat Harrington 
Hazel McNulty & 

Benny Martini 

Cate Society 
Golden Gate 4 
Ronnie Graham 
Geo Shearing Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 


George Givot 


, Lucienne & Ashour | 
, Kirkwood & 


| Jack Gansert 

Billy Banks 

Choral Sextet 

H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 


Hotel Pierre 
Eric Thorson 
Sujata & Asoka 
Stanley Meiba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 

Leon & Eddie‘s 
Eddie Davis 
Marion Powers 
Tahja 
Gray & Hess 
Frances White 
Angie Bond Trio 
Art Waner Orc 
Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Lire 

Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen ontoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Howard Hartman 
Irving Conn Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Latin Quarter 
Frances Faye 
Jerry Lester 
Florida 3 
Tanyi & Biagi 
Steffen-Martell 8 
Eltssa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
B Harlow Orc 

Copacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Vagabonds 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Ramona Lang 

China Doll 
Kanazawa Troupe 
Jadine & Jackie 

Mei Ling 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 
Florence Ahn 
Wong Sisters 

El Chico 

Rosita Rios 
Damiron & 

Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros 
Vizeaino Ore 

Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 


| Shotsie 
| Rosetta 


Aileen Graff 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 
Bill Knapp 
Hotei Statier 
Eddy Howard Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
| Salvatore Gioe Ore 
Mark Monte Ore 
Payson Re Ore 
| Nycola Matthey Q 
| Le Ruban Bleu 
| Bibi Osterwald 
3 Riffs 


Goodman 
Kitty Crawford 
Norman Paris 3 


| Julius Monk 


Le Coq Rouge 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Orc 

Old Knick 


' Jerry Bergen 
| Bobbie 


Martin 
Evelyn Ward 
Walter Kilavun 


| Nancy Hanks 


Clara Cedrone -~ 
Havana-Madrid 

Carlos Ramirez 

Raquel & Rolando 


| Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Trini Reves 


Sacasas Ore 

Pancho Ore 

Hotel Belmont-Piaza 

Bette Black 

Rich & Gibson 

Ray & Nardo 

Eddie Stone Ore 

Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 

Phil Wayne Orc 


| Harold Nagel Ore 


Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Orc 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Fletcher & Shelly 
Hildegarde 
Halliday 
Bob Downey 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Penthouse 
Gigi Durston 
Mark Sebastian 
Kurt Maier 
Riviera 
Danny Thomas 
Vie Damone 
Judd Lynne 
Jeff Clay 
Walter Nye Orc 
Lecuona Bovs Ore 
Savannah 
Billy Daniels 
Teddy Hales 
DePaur & Toulag 
Manhattan Paul 
Ida James 
Ruth Mason 
Pauline Bryant 
Davis 
Davis 
Estrelita 


Lucille Dixon Ore | 


Versailles 
Jean Sablon 


|! Bob Vincent 


Dave PeVore 
| Hotel Bismarck 


Bob Grant Ore | Josh White 
| Panchito Ore Roger Price 
| vill Barn Marian Bruce 
| Red Ingle Orc C Williams 
Karen Tedder | Cyril Haines 3 
| — Marvel Waldorf-Astoria 
ystrom 3 
i Morton Downey 
1. | Eddy Duchin Ore 


Allen & Noble 
Village Vanguard 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk Harry Hall 

Al Trace Ore | Kirby Hawks 

| Ed Prentiss 

Bill Snyder Ore 

Charles Tate 
Hotel Stevens 

“Skating Circus” 

Betty Atkinson 

Hain 


Mischa Borr Ore 


Jackie Van 
Red Maddock 


Lee Pines 


ypsy *koft Charles 
BiH pie Wonder Wheelers 
J Brewer Orc Brinckmann Sis. 
; Skating Blvdears 
Al ——" Charles S Lucille 
- | Jeck Raffloer 
Evelyn Terry | Jerry Mapes 
Lenny Colyer G & B Du Ray 


Frankie Hyle 
| Billy Chandler Ore 
| H Edgewater Beach 


Gloria Bondy 
Buddy Rust 
Palmer House 


| Henry Brandon Ore, garclay Allen O 
Marianne Fedele Dorothy Shay 
Preston Lambert M Abbott Ders (10 
D Hild Dancers (6) Blackstone 
George Tapps Peter Lind Hayes 


The Carltons (2) Mary Healy 


Chez Paree D. La Salle Ore (2) 
Joe E. Lewis Vine Gardens 
Geneve Dorn Lind Bros (3) 
Barry Sis Ada Lynne 
Blair & Dean Ruth Day 
Chez Paree Mel Cole Orc 

Adorables Pancho Ore 


Silver Frolics 
Marie Lawler 
Jimmy Ames 
Frolic Lovelies (# 
Gloria Van | Bud Prentice Ore 


New Aets 5 


TINY DAVIS ORCH (6) 
15 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Formerly with the all-girl Inter- 
national Sweethearts of Rhythm, 
portly Tiny Davis is now fronting 
her own all-femme combo com- 
posed of trumpet, two sax, piano, 
bass and drum. Negro group has 
|room for improvement insofar as 
its instrument mastery is con- 
cerned. Fortunately the basic ap- 
| peal of this unit lies in the blues 
| shouting of Miss Davis. 
| Leader, who also doubles on the 
| trumpet, has strong pipes which 
| she uses to advantage on such num- 
' bers as “I’m a Big Fat Mama with 
Meat Shakin’ on the Bone.” Lyrics 
on these tunes, while okay for the 
Apollo, would have to be toned 


J Rodriquez Orc 

C Davidson O (11) 
Sherman Hotel 

Margaret Gibson 











, down in more staid situations. At- 
|tired in a drab tan jacket and 
|white skirt when caught, Miss 


| Davis would help her visual appeal 
by wearing a snappy gown. A fair 
novelty group, the orch’s appeal 
appears to be limited to the Negro 
| vaude and cafe field. Gilb. 


| PEGGY THOMAS 
| Singing 

|9 Mins. 

| Apollo, N. Y. 


Now on her own as a single after 


(appearing with Louis Jordan, 
| Peggy Thomas is a lively bundle 
'whose forte is a _ hot tune. 
| Negro gal.opens demurely with 
|“S’posin’ ,” then sails into “I Know 
How to Do It,” dressing it up with 
a behop twist. 

| Miss Thomas’ talents aren't all 
confined to her voice. Encased in 
| a strapless gown, she augments her 
;}numbers with bumps and grinds 


| that register to perfection with this | 


house’s clientele. Songstress has a 
neat flair for turning a note, but 
for the better vaude and nitery 
dates, which she rates, her visual 
| routines call for a more subdued 
| approach. Gilb. 


ALSTON & YOUNG 
Comedy-Dancing 
9 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
Alston & Young are a 


zany 
Negro team whose comedy 


and 


terping don’t quite reap the results | 


it could. As a opener one does 

some brief stepping while his mate 

accomps at a piano. Both then 

shift to an exchange of mild re- 
| partee. 

Hoofer also sandwiches in a 
stint where he massages two small 
drums in bongo fashion. Windup 
is an impression of Bill Robinson 
doing a tap routine up and down 
three steps. Boys’ turn is inclined 
to be too rambling. Tightening up 
plus punchier material is in order 
before this duo is ready for better 
bookings. Gilb. 


HERB LANCE 
Singing 
8 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 
| Herb Lance is a_broad-shoul-. 
|dered Negro warbler whose mel- 
| low baritone won him whistles and 
shrieks at this Harlem vaude house. 
'He’s no stranger to the customers 
since he has a fair rep on record- 
ings. 

Lance does two of his platter 
faves, “I'll Always Be in Love with 
| You” and “Close Your Eyes.” For 
'a closer he dusts off “Because” 
with good results. His style shows 
| possibilities, but more animation in 
his delivery would make his song 
salesmanship more effective. 

Gilb. 


| Davis; 





| mount. 
| hoofing items round out the pack- 


ee 


House Reviews 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Duke Ellington Orch with Kay 
Billy Eckstine, 


Man” (Col), 


reviewed in VARIETY 
March 23, ’49. 





Duke Ellington’s orch, 


paced layout currently at the Para- 
Addition of comedy and 


age. 

Although Ellington is the bill’s 
crowd-catcher, the orch doesn’t 
contribute any special kick beyond 


| the superlatively rendered “Creole 


Love Call,” with Kay Davis doing 
her off-stage vocalizing. Band 
opens with a standard medley, fea- 
turing trumpeter Ray Nance and 
sax player Johnny Hodges. Mid- 
way, crew delivers a couple of 
numbers that fall below their 
usual classy style. While Elling- 
ton’s policy of avoiding the pass- 
ing musical fads in favor of studied 
arrangements and_ neat _instru- 
mentation has paid off, it might 
also be a fact that this orch is 
getting slighty stale from an un- 
varying musical diet. 

Eckstine is a smooth performer 
with a sliding baritone crooning 
style that sends the bobbysox set 
into a chorus of squeals. He works 


easily before the mike, not over- 
playing the personality stuff but 
still projecting as a _ distinctive 


singer. Although inclined to slow 
ballads, his pace is good and his 
repertory covers a brace of surefire 
standard pops. 

Howell and Bowser register sol- 
idly on this all-colored bill with 
their fast mix of vocals and com- 
edy. Their gags range from the 
sophisticated to the corny, but the 
lads have worked out a well-timed 
routine that tickles the payees. 
They impress particularly with a 
hashedup duo on “It’s Delightful.” 
Opening the show, Peck and Peck 
deliver a fair routine of comedy 
hoofing topped off by a slow mo- 
tion boxing match which is effec- 
tively done for nice returns. 

Herm. 





Palomar, Seattle 
April 21. 
Jerry Coe, The Martins (2), 
Jack McCoy, Frank Radcliffe, The 
Montynes (2); Ray Watkins House 
Orch (8); “Whispering Smith” 
(Par) and “Shockproof” (Col). 


Return of vaude to the Palomar 
stage gets a good send-off with a 
well-rounded bill topped by top 
pantomime of Jack McCoy and the 
standout balancing of the Mon- 
tynes. Resumption of vaude in this 
Sterling chain flaghouse makes it 
the only house in area running 
vaude. 

McCoy handles emcee _ chores 
and does a fine job in the trey 
spot with a panto bit on two fresh- 


men attending their first dance, | 


which is built up for maximum 
laughs and applause. Jerry Coe 
opens with an accordion and danc- 
ing turn. The Martins do nicely 
in their ballroom routines. 

Frank Radcliffe, a fave here, 
scores in his song stint, compris- 
ing “Without a Song,” “Danny 
Boy” and an impresh of the Ink 
Spots on “If I Didn’t Care.” 

The Montynes, in the closing 


spot, have an outstanding bal- 
ancing act, put over with show- 
manly flourish. Man does a sus- 


penseful routine’in building piles 
of blocks on stand while he switch- 
es balance from one hand to the 
other, while partner does a_ bal- 
ancing routine on a board placed 
across a cylinder. 
Ray Watkins Orch 
backing the acts. 
Fair house at afternoon show. 
Reed 


is okay in 





Apolle. N. Y. 

Cab Calloway & The Cab Jivers 
(7), Tiny Davis Orch (6), Peggy 
Thomas, Alston & Young, Herb 
Lance, Johnny Hudgins; “Dyna- 
mite” (Pa~). 


Although Cab Calloway is the 
Only marquee name to draw the 
pavees, this week’s layout emerges 
as a fairly entertaining package. 
Minus his usual large crew, the 
Cab is working here with a smaller 
combo which he describes as “The 
Cab_ Jivers.” Comprising three 
rhythm, two brass and two reed. 
the group gets off a torrid tune as 
an opener to pave the way for 
Calloway’s stock vocaling of ‘“Min- 
nie the Moocher.” 

After introing songstress Peggy 
Thomas (New Acts), Calloway re- 
turns to polish off “Why Can’t 
You Behave” for solid returns. 
Maestro may not have a big ag- 
gregation behind him, but his own 
personal artistry is as surefire as 
ever. “Jivers” also register with 
“Ooh La Fi” and “Easy Time,” as 





'does their leader with a 
treatment of “Calloway Boogie.” 
Howell & 
| Bowser, Peck & Peck; “Undercover 


abetted | 
| by Billy Eckstine’s plushy croon- | 
|ing, top the entertaining and well- | 
Bea y s and a lone lad for brief terp stints 


throaty 


In closing niche is pantomin; 
Johnny Hudgins. A vet comic. he 
has an amusing teeoff in a feigneg 
skating sequence. He then dons a 
straw chapeau to ape a floozy out 
for a stroll. Best of his bits is q 
finale scene where he mingles with 
the audience to dig up three gals 


onstage. AS a novelty 

stooges clicked strongly. 
Also reviewed under New Acts 

are Tiny Davis’ 


these 


band, comedy. 
dancing team of Alston & Young 
and crooner Herb Lance. Gilb, ’ 





Olympia. Miami 
; Miami, April 23. 
Little Jack Little, Coco, Steve g 
Eddy, Frank Payne, The Irelands 


(3), Mary McClanahan, Frankie 
Carlone House Orch: “John Loves 
Mary” (WB). 


There’s a mild, albeit satisfac. 
tory session of vaude on tap this 
week, with the topliner handling 
spot in solid manner, and rest of 
the lineup coming through for neat 
returns. 

Little Jack Little hits with his 
personality and delivery. His roy- 
tinings comprise songs he has been 
identified with and garner full ap. 
plause. 

Supporting lineup is just that: 
The Irelands, with their midget. 
dancers idea is effective, though 
not exactly sock; with the femmes 
in trio supplying the palm-rousing 
via their subsequent acro-work, 
Frank Payne in the emcee spot is 
affable enough and spots mimicry 
and gab in comedy slot. 

Coco, Steve and Eddy. with their 
knockabout dance-comedy. offed to 
satisfactory returns and Mary Me- 
Clanahan, with her drum stint pro- 
vides a zingy sesh. 


Freddie Carlone’s house orch 


backgrounds okay. Lary. 
Earle, Philly 

Four Skating Macks, Peggy 

Mann, 3 Stooges, Peter Lorre, 


Frankie Juele’s House orch: “Siren 


of Atlantis” (UA). 


One of the smartest of the tour- 
ing Hollywoodians. Peter Lorre has 
a routine that clicks right from 
the start. The film menace stays 
right in character’ throughout, 
holds the customer’s attention, and 
in.a darkened and silent house 
winds up with a shivery monolog 
of Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell- 
Tale Heart” for solid returns. 

Lorre’s impact is heightened by 
direct contrast with the Three 
Stooges, who precede him. Trio 
has been delivering the same type 
of low, knockabout comedy for twe 
decades. Since it seems still good 
for laughs. there’s probably no rea- 
son for changing it. Combination 
of roughhouse and corn goes over 
well. 

Peggy Mann, who has been vo- 
calist with half-dozen name bands, 
registers 
Garners hefty returns on “Some- 
body Loves Me.” “So In Love,” 
and a medley of old faves. 

In the opening slot are the Four 
Macks, three well-stacked girls and 
male, who offer some rollerskating 
thrills that are hair-raising. Show 
has plenty variety and house was 
virtually sellout at Saturday mati- 
nee (23). Gagh. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, April 23. 
Woody Herman Orch (16), Mel 
Torme, Mary Ann McCall, Neal 
Stanley; “Bad Men of Tombstone 
(Mono). - 


It’s a bobbysoxers’ field day at 
the Capitol this session, wit 


-enough bebop, jazz and crooning 


to satisfy even the most avid of 


town’s younger set. Those who 
come to hear remain to worship, 


giving ste. dy, audible display that 
they’re getting their moneys 
worth. Despite this, biz is on the 
disappointing side. 

Woody Herman has packaged a 
fast-moving, varied show into & 
production that blends well and 
maintains steady pace. Star of He 
vue is beyond any doubt Me 
Torme. Though he gives impres 
sion of lifting entire show Ww! 
him, and gets major portion 0 
oohs and ahs, he gets able back 
ground assistance from the boys 
in the band and plenty backing 
from masetro Herman, who grace 
fully steps aside for the young 
crooner. 

Torme displays a stage presence 
all his own, and one that may We 


be the envy of his seniors. “ 
blatant youthfulness, casual = 
and good-humored way of not ta 


ing it too seriously, project them: 
selves int» the big house. ‘ 


okay with romantic ditties like ‘I 
Get a Kick Out of You. 
(Continued on page 61) 


“Blue 





PP RBs 7S OIL AER SS 


r 


in her solo song stint. ° 








é 


cha 
(We 
to 
of 
the 
age 
Bre 
Ne 
bal 


@metwe S wt & SF 6 


in itinan a a na 








1949 


throaty 


0gie.” 
tomimist 
omic, he 
feigned 
| dons a 
20ZY out 
its is 
les with 
ree gals 
rp stints 
y these 


Pw Acts 

comedy. 
Young, 
Gilb, 


il 23, 

Steve & 
lrelands 
Frankie 
nr Loves 


satisfac. 
ap this 
andling 
rest of 
for neat 


ith his 
lis rou- 
as been 
full ap. 


t that: 
midget- 
though 
femmes 
rousing 
0-work, 
Spot is 
1imicry 


‘h their 
ffed to 
ry Me- 
nt pro- 


> orch 
Lary. 


Peggy 
Lorre, 
“Siren 


e tour- 
re has 
from 
stays 
ghout, 
n, and 
house 
onolog 
- Tell- 
ns. 
ed by 
Three 
. Trio 
e type 
or two 
| good 
10 Tea- 
nation 
$ over 


nN vo- 
bands, 
stint. ° 
Some- 
ove,” 


Four 
is and 
cating 
Show 
> was 








mati- 
igh. I 


23. 
, Mel 
Neal 





AES Te 


Saas 





tone” be 


ay at 
with 
oning 
id of 
who 
‘ship, 
that 
ney’s 
n the 


ed a 
to a 
and 
f re- 
Mel 
res- 
vith 
n of 
pack- 
boys 
‘king 
race- 
oung 


ence 
well 
His 

air, 
tak- 





Wednesday, April 27, 1949 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 57 





Farrell’s ‘Show Train’ Burns Far’: 


Fear It Will Put Chill on Series 


Action of Anthony B. Farrell in + 
chartering: 4 special train tonight 
(Wed.) on the New Haven railroad 
to bring patrons to his production 
of “All for Love,” at the Hellinger 
theatre, N. Y., has burned the man- 
agement of ‘‘Lend an Ear,” at the 
Broadhurst, i 2 Officials of the 
New Haven are said to be em- 
parrassed at the situation, but are 
unable to do anything about it. 

Resentment of the “Lend an 
Ear” producers, William R. Katzell, 
Franklin Gilbert and William 
Eythe, stems from the fact that a 
special “Show Train” of the New 
Haven is scheduled May 3 to bring 
theatregoers to their show from 
various Connecticut towns, with a 
special connecting’ train from 
Waterbury and other communities 
in the Naugatuck Valley. The 
“Kar” management fears that such 
a weak show as “All for Love” may 
create a bad impression among 
Connecticut playgoers and thereby 
hurt attendance for their and sub- 
sequent theatre excursions. 

It’s pointed out that “Ear” and 
previous shows have been selected 
by the railroad on the basis of en- 
tertainment merit, whereas to- 
night’s “All for Love” train was 
not set by the New Haven, but was 
ehartered by Farrell. Under the 
regulations, anyone buying a speci- 
fied number of tickets may have a 
special train. Another angle of 
Farrell’s promotion for “All for 
Love” is that he’s advertising it as 
a “Show Train,” while technically 
it’s not one of the New Haven’s 
specials, but his own private under- 
taking. 

As soon as Farrell’s train was 
announced, the management of 
“Ear” contacted the New Haven to 
protest, but was informed by rail-' 
road officials that the venture was | 
booked by Farrell and that they 
are powerless in the matter. Other 
Broadway productions for which 
the New Haven previously ran 
“Show Trains,” are “The Silver 
Whistle” and ‘‘Where’s Charley?” 
Both are established hits, as is 
“Ear.” 





7.05 from New Haven 
New Haven, April 26. 
Stealing a clap from the thunder 
of the regular New Haven road 
show train, now in its third stanza, 
Anthony B. Farrell has chartered 
a train of his own. to operate as a 
suburban builder-upper for his 
Broadway musical, “All for Love.” 
Set for Wednesday (27), train is 
skedded to originate here, picking 
up show fans en route, with grad- 
uated transportation-show | tariff 
ranging from $7.05 from New Ha- 
ven to $4.85 from Greenwich. 
As a plug for the venture, Far- 
rell took a booth at the local Arena 
exhibit of a home show last week 
(18-23) and ballyhooed the stunt by 
having cast members help with the 
exhibit’s official opening. 
Response to the train has been | 
light, indicating another Farrell 
trip to the stocking to make up the 
venture’s indicated deficit. 


‘LITTLE JESSE JAMES’ 
AS BRIEFIE MUSICAL 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Plans for the production of a 
streamlined version of “Little Jes- 
sie James,” originally produced on 
Broadway in 1923, are being dis- 
cussed by Harry Archer and pro- 
ducers Al Borde and George Mc- 
Call. The new version will have. 
music by Archer, book by Harlan, 
eeen, lyrics by Gladys Shel- 
ey. 

Archer and Thompson were re- 
sponsible for the music and book 
of the original. 


Young Clefs ‘Carte’ 


Hollywood, April 26. 

Victor Young has been inked to 
turn out the score for “A La 
Carte.’ new revue which Ernst 
and Maria Matray and Edward 
Heyman will produce at El Patio 
in October. Young has already 
started to clef the first of the 16 
numbers he'll do between his 
chores at Paramount. 

Sketches for the revue now are 
being mapped and will include | 
some of the ideas the Matrays and | 
Heyman will employ in a revue 
they plan to present in Paris this 
summer, i 








, company 





Equity Members May eg: 
Overrule the Council 


Procedure by which the Actors 
Equity membership may overrule 
the council has been adopted by 
the union. Measure adopted yes- 
terday (Tues.) by the council would 
require the latter body to give an 
explanation at the ensuing quar- 
terly membership meeting when- 
ever it has disregarded a resolu- 
tion voted by the membership. 

In such a case, the membership 
may by a two-thirds vote overrule 
the council. But the council then 
has the power to appeal the ques- 
tion to a referendum of the full 
membership. Revision of the 
union’s rules in this regard follows 


recent criticism from some of the | 


members to the effect that the old 
setup, under which the council 
could ignore recommendations of 
the membership, was ‘“undemo- 
cratic.” 

The council yesterday reserved 
decision on an appeal from a group 
of choreographers, including Helen 
Tamiris, Agnes DeMille and 
Jerome Robins, for the union to 
admit them to membership and 
negotiate for a contract covering 
their employment. It also dele- 
gated Louis M. Simon, executive- 


‘secretary, to attend a conference 


May 26 in Washington, about en- 


tertainment for the armed services. | 


Simon was authorized to urge that 
actors should be paid for such as- 
signments. 


Feds Widen 
Bway Probe 


U. S. Internal Revenue depart- 
ment, already investigating admis- 
sion taxes on Broadway shows, is 
understood to have widened its in- 
quiry to include income returns on 
‘ice.’ Government’s only interest 
in these ticket agency payments to 
boxoffice men, managers and pro- 
ducers is to see that they are re- 
ported as income for tax purposes. 

Although _ it isn't generally 





known what brought about the 
'Government’s decision to widen 
the probe, it has been rumored 


that the action stemmed from a tip 
from a Broadway producer who 
discovered an abnormal portion of 
his show's tickets were in the 
hands of brokers. Investigation of 
tax return) on theatre admissions 
has been in progress some time. 


Atlanta Resident Co. 
Folds Amidst Heavy 


Financial Tangles 


Atlanta, April 26. 

Stage, Inc., Atlanta’s resident 
stock company. did a fold last 
week. Mrs. Lucia Cooke, pro- 
ducer, issued statement that heavy 
financial drain of staging “River 
Fire,”’ a musical drama premiered 
amidst much fanfare, sunk the 
cempany. 

“River Fire” composer Richard 
Valente rebutted with statement 





' that Stage was broke before it got 


around to putting on his musical 
and that local angels put up money 
to keep it going so “River Fire” 
could debut. 

After one week of “River Fire” 
announcement was made that it 
would run a second week. Valente, 
musical director, took a walk and 
assayed to present a 
musicless ‘‘musical.” It didn't 
work. Everybody concerned show- 
ed new interest, and hatchet was 
buried when Paramount Pictures 
evinced interest in production. Lo- 
cal reps of Paramount viewed it, 
but nothing’s been heard as to 
their reaction. Due to extreme 
confusion, public couldn't tell 
whether “River Fire” was on or off 
during second week, so it didn’t 
do so well at boxoffice. 

Stage’s plays were put on at 
Atlanta Woman’s Club Auditorium, 
which seats 800. 





210G for Met in Dallas 
Dallas, April 26. 
Underwriting of the Met Opera 
seasen here has reached $210,000. 
Last year’s total was $180,000. 


New L.A. Legiter 


Hollywood, April 26. 
New Horizons, a new _ profes- 


sional 


geles. Building should be com- 
pleted about Aug. 1 and will op- 
erate on a 52-week basis, with 17 
productions a year opening every 
third Wednesday and playing 16 
performances each. 

Theatre will seat about 100. 





Buy Own Lighting 
Eouipt. to Pare 
Operating Costs 


In a move to pare operating ex- 
penses, a number of Broadway | 
producers are buying lighting 


equipment for their shows rather 
than continue to pay rental fees. 
Idea is ultimately to have a pool | 
of such equipment which can be 





used for various productions at 
nominal rental. 
Latest to purchase such equip- | 


ment are Richard Rodgers and Os- | 
car Hammerstein, 2d, for their and | 
Leland Hayward’s and Joshua Lo- 
gan’s production of “South Pacific.” | 
Also Hayward, for his production 
of ‘‘Mister Roberts.” The Play- 


| 
sold 
| Play 


wrights’ Co. previously bought 
some lighting equipment for its | 
productions, and George Abbott 
and Cheryl Crawford, among 
others, already own some. 


Rodgers and Hammerstein are 
understood to have paid about $50.- 
000 for the basic lighting setup for 
“South Pacific.” They own it per- 
sonally and will rent it to the pro- 
duction until a portion of the pur- 
chase price is recovered, after 
which they will lend 
the remainder of the show’s run. 
Hayward, who paid $25,000 for the 
equipment for “Mister Roberts,” 
is following a more or less similar 
policy in renting it to the produc- 
tion. Cost of renting the ‘“Rob- 
erts” lighting setup was previous- 
ly about $275 a week. 

Idea of buying the _ lighting 
equipment is one of the proposals 
worked out by the joint committee 
of producers and authors. which 
has been conferring recently on 


it free for | 


possible methods of cutting thea- | 


trical costs. Members of the group, 
in looking over various show budg- 


ets, noted that the lighting rental | 
item might be eliminated by buy- | 
It was | 
that producers formerly | 


ing the equipment outright. 
recalled 


used their own lighting, but the) 
practice of renting it became estab- | 


lished during the war, when equip- 


' ment was scarce. 


According to Michael Todd, the 


cost of renting lighting equipment 


for his production of “As the Girls 
Go” has already amounted to more 
than $17,000 since the musical 
opened last November. He also 
plans to buy the equipment to use 
in that and future shows. 


LEGIT PROMOTERS’ JAM 





ON 16 LARCENY COUNTS: 


William B. Steur and Ned J. 
Warren, who were arrested in San 
Francisco on the charge of collect- 


, licity 


| Possibly 


'mavian 





,% 
» 4 


Eythe May Stage 


‘Ear’ for London 


If, as expected, “Lend an Ear” 
is done in London, co-producer and 
actor William Eythe may stage it. 
He the Coast edition of 
the Charles Gaynor revue before 
it was recast and brought to Broad- 
way. The British company may be 
at least partly recruited in New 
York. 

Emile Littler and Hugh Beau- 
mont reportedly have the inside 
track on the English rights to the 
show. However, terms for the deal 
are not settled. 


Sell ‘Whistle’ 
Subsid Rights 


Deals for various subsidiary 
rights to Robert E. McEnroe's “The 
Silver Whistle” have been and are 
being Amateur vrights were 
last week to the Dramatists 
Service and a contract is 
about to be signed for the Scanda- 
rights. Negotiations are 
under way for French rights to the 
comedy. Irving Lazar, who 
concluded an arrangement to rep- 
resent McEnroe’s agent, Claire 
Leonard, on the Coast, is handling 
the screen rights. 

Theatre Guild hasn't yet reached 
a decision on what to do about its 
production of “Whistle” when Jose 
Ferrer goes to the Coast around 
June 1 on a picture assignment. If 
a suitable star could be signed as 
replacement, the play might be 
continued through the summer at 
the Biltmore, N. Y., with a tour of 
unplayed subscription cities in the 
fail. Or the show may be closed 
for the summer, with Ferrer re- 
suming as star in the late summer 
for engagements in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, followed by the 
tour of subscription cities. 


Prankish P.A. Releases 


On the Increase Again; 
Maybe It’s Just Spring 


Practice of sending waggish pub- | 
releases to the newspaper 
drama editors is apparently on the 
increase among legit pressagents. 
it's a manifestation of 
spring, but more likely it reflects 
the seasonal lull in production 
activities. 

Most prolific author of gag hand- 
outs recently is Tom Weatherly, 
p.a. for Dwight Deere Wiman’s 
production of “The Big Knife,” at 
the National, N. Y. He’s been send- 
ing about one goofy “news” bulle- 
tin a week for the last month. 
First was to the effect that with! 
the Clifford Odets drama estab- 
lished on Broadway there was noth- 


directed 





set. 


has 





,ing for him to do. so he was tak-| 


ing a vacation in Florida. 


ing money from would-be backers | 


of a Broadway 


play never pro-| 


duced, were arraigned in General | 
Sessions, New York, on 16 counts | 
of grand larceny and two of pub-' 


lishing false statements of a cor- 
poration. 
about $7,000 from seven investors 
in their play “The Happiest Days,” 
for which the prospective backers 
were told negotiations were in 
progress “to obtain June Allyson 
or Lucille Ball and Dick Haymes 
or Alfred Drake.” 
deny knowing anything about such 
negotiations. 

Steur and Warren are being held 
without bail for trial on May 2 
after pleading not guilty. 


HOME TOWN HONORS WOOLEY 
Saratoga Springs, April 26. 
A community testimonial dinner 





for Monty Woolley will take place | 


the opening day of the racing sea- 
son, Aug. 1, at the Grand Union 
hotel, Saratoga Springs. 

Dr. Leo W. Roohan is chairman 
of the committee and former 
Mavor Clarence H. Knapp is full- 
time director for the affair. 


The two men collected | 


The performers | 


As was | 
obvious from the announcement, 
he didn’t actually go. 

Weatherly’s release last week 
stated that “Knife” continues to 
“enrage the intelligentsia” by play-| 
ing to “audience after audience of 
dear, darling cash customers,” so 
instead of “foisting a phony feuil- 
leton upon you,” the p.a. added 
a bit of original verse about that 
certain age vou reach: 


‘When, all of a sudden, the 
girls get coy 
And put you off with a 


” 


‘naughty boy.’ 
John McIntyre, Shubert press- 
agent in Boston, issued the latest 
release last week about a mythical 
Beantown producer named Lafa- 
yette McGuffy, who has postponed 
| his long-promised tragedy, ‘Blood 
on the White House Stairs,’ be- 
cause the star, Chenille O'Leary, 
“cannot get her release from the) 
Lechmere Reformatory for Women 
until late October.” Among the 
actors slated to appear in the show, 
McGuffy is quoted as saying, are 
“Socrates Mulcahey, Brigadoon 
O’Brien and Effiemae Mulrooney, 
all members of the Leftover Play- 
ers, Dublin, Ireland.” The Mc- 
Guffy handouts occasionally make 
‘the legit columns in Boston. 


Todd Won't Gamble for All Profits 


saeco theatre group headed by " H af 4 Will Tak Py P 
ee ee erealler; em Fartners 


‘the Palisades section of Los An- 


Michael Todd, who has always 
kept full ownership ofhis shows 
and thereby. retained all the 
profits, will henceforth finance his 
productions on the usual partner- 
ship basis. Having, as he Says, 
“taken the cure,” he’s decided not 
to gamble for all the profits any 
more, so he'll follow the customary 
Broadway procedure of getting his 
production coin from backers, with 
whom he'll split the profits 

Under the limited partnership 
setup Todd figures he will be psy- 
chologically freer to devote. him- 
self to production matters, without 
worrying so much about the finan- 
cial angles. He is ready to go 50-50 
on the profits rather than risk 
losing the entire production coin 
involved. However, he’s deter- 
mined to retain complete authority 
on all questions of production and 
management, with no interference 
from any backers. 

Considering the profits Todd has 
made on his past hits and the 
amount he stands to get from his 
current “As the Girls Go,” at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., his decision 
is a major one. Although he sub- 
sequently lost all the money he 
made on his previous shows, he’s 
about due to start cashing in heav- 


ily on “Girls.” Production cost 
about $340,000 to bring to town, 


including a huge loss on the try- 
out. But it has earned back nearly 
$300,000 in its 24 weeks on Broad- 
way and may be completely in the 
clear within six or eight more 
weeks. 

“Girls” breaks even at around 
$32,000 and, under Todd’s four- 
wails deal with the Shuberts for 
the Winter Garden, the show gets 
almost all the difference ‘only the 
authors and Howard Bay get a per- 
centage, even Bobby Clark, as star, 
drawing a straight salary). Oper- 
ating profit last week, when the 
gross topped $50,000, was about 
$16,000, although the profit has 
been around $8,000-$9,000 in re- 
cent weeks.- 

Since Todd financed “Girls” on 
a loan rather than the usual part- 
nership basis, he'll keep virtually 
all the profits when the show has 
paid off. A small slice will go to 
his creditors, with whom he re- 
vised the terms of the loan after 
the successful opening last Novem- 
ber. If, as Todd expects, “Girls” 
plays through the summer and into 
the better boxoffice period next 
fall, the musical should coin a for- 
tune and enable the producer to 
get completely into clear of past 
obligations. 

Unless “Girls” proves to have 
unexpected staying power, how- 
ever, it may not surpass Todd's top 
money-maker, “Up in Central 
Park.” That musical set some sort 
of modern record for quick payoff 
for a musical show, getting back 
its $112,000 production cost in 
about eight weeks and thereafter 
making a profit of around $20,000 
a week for several months. Ac- 
tually, though, every musical Todd 
ever produced ran at least a year 
on Broadway. 


VAN DRUTEN, DELIAGRE 
TO HUDDLE ON ‘CANDLE’ 


John van Druten, currently at 
his ranch at Thermal, Cal., is due 
east within the next couple of 
weeks to confer with Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr., on plans for the fall 
production of “Bell, Book and 
Candle.” He'll probably remain 
in New York several weeks and 
then return to the Coast for the 
summer. 

New van Druten play will re- 
quire a cast of five, with a single 
setting, which de Liagre figures 
will cost about $50,000. The au- 
thor will probably direct. 








Gallery-Goers to Do 
2 New Plays in N.Y. 


The Gallery-Goers’ Group, which 
gives admission-free shows in hos- 
pitals, settlement houses and such 
spots in New York, will present 
two new plays May 1. They are 
“This Will Spells Doom,” a melo- 
drama, and “Sit Down and Think 
It Over,” a farce, both by Joseph 
Carleton Beal. Matinee and eve- 
ning performances will be given 


‘at the Grand Street Settlement, 


nN. %; 

_ Kings County Hospital has 
joined the “social .service circuit,” 
making 11 spots where the shows 


‘are given. 
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Ratcliff 


Renovating Sea Cliff: 


Catholic Univ. Strawhat Tou 


Sea Cliff, L. I.. April 26. 

Thomas G. Ratcliff, Jr., part- 
nered with William Hunt last sum- 
mer in operation of the Sea Cliff 
summer theatre, will manage the 
strawhat as a solo venture this sea- 
son. He has taken a 10-year lease, 
and is making extensive renova- 
tions to the property. 

He opens June 28, will operate 
on a Tuesday-Sunday' schedule 
through the Labor Day weekend. 
but may extend its season beyond 
that. It will be an Equity spot, with 
a guest-star policy. Ratcliff, who 
will direct some of the shows and 
play occasional parts, hopes to 
book Elisabeth Bergner, Billie 
Burke, Constance Bennett and Kay 
Francis, among others, as guest 
names. 

Among the _ physical 
ments in the theatre will be an in- 
crease of the seating capacity to 
650, new dressing rooms, installa- 
tion of plumbing backstage, larger 
stage and new lighting equipment. 
Staff will include Robert Costello, 


designer; George Maclvar, stage 
manager; John Newman, press 
agent, with Tony Dowling, Louis 


Migliorini and Charity Grace pos- 
sibilities for the resident company. 
Migliorini would also stage some 
of the productions. 

Because Sea Cliff is within an 
hour of Manhattan by train or 
motor, actors can commute for re- 
hearsals and performances. 





New England Plans 
Boston, April 26. 

According to current plans, 
Catholic U. in Washington will 
send out a second silo circuit com- 
pany this summer, with headquar- 
ters in the home of Paul Anglim, 
Hub film p.a., at Hopkinton, N. H. 
Group would give a season of 
repertory in the community build- 
ing on the campus of St. Paul’s 
School, Concord, N. H. Nick Wan- 
dermacher is set as director f6r 
the company of 15 non-Equity play- 
ers, with the season beginning 
July 4. 

The Wellesley Summer Theatre 
and School launches its third sea- 
son June 30, with opening night set 
for July 11 with a five-week sched- 
ule. Eldon Winkler, director of 
theatre at Wellesley College, again 
heads the staff as executive direc- 
tor, with Henry B. Wililams, direc- 
tor of Experimental Theatre and 
assitant professor of English at 
Dartmouth, as associate. 

Others on the staff of this outfit, 
which has gained a considerable 
reputation in the Hub, are Edward 
C. Cole of Yale, Charles E. Rogers 
of Amherst, Leo Lavandero of 
Tulane, Betty Coe Armstrong of U. 
of Oklahoma, Dorothy Lusk, Alice 
Stetson Kelly, Peter _ Larkin, 
Philipe DeRosier, Eugene Wilson, 
Caroll Lusk, Delbert Mann, Lewis 
W. Stoerker and James Powers. 
Powers, radio and television con- 
sultant for the school and theatre, 
is a Yankee Network staffer. 

The School offers courses in 
acting, directing, scene design, cos- 
tume design, production technic, 
radio and television. 





Cleve’s 8-Weeker 
Cleveland, April 26. 

EFight-week season of shows done 
under the skies is shaping up for 
Cain Park’s municipally-operated 

trawhatter, which gets going June 
8 with “Firefly.” 

Basil Langton, British actor, di- 
rector and producer, arrived here 
over weekend to do some prelim- 
inary casting work on second pro- 
duction, George Bernard Shaw's 
“St. Joan,” which he guest-directs 
week of July 5. Langton, now on 
the drama faculty of Catholic U. in 
Washington, formerly supervised 
Birmingham’s British Repertory 
Theatre and London’s King James 
theatre. 

Operated by the city of Cleve- 
fand Heights, which cut its 1949 
budget and playing time consider- 
ably, the 3,000-capacity amphithe- 
atre will emphasize large-sized mu- 
sicals this year. Calendar includes 
“Girl Crazy,” week July 12; “New 
Moon,” July 19; “Blithe Spirit, 
July 26; “Look, Ma, I’m Dancing,” 
Aug. 2; “Countess Maritza,” Aug. 
9; “Poor Nut,” Aug. 15, under gen- 
eral direction of Dina Rees Evans. 





5 Plays for Ann Arbor Fete 

Five plays have been announced 
for the Ann Arbor Drama Festival 
starting May 9 for five weeks in 
the U. of Michigan’s Lydia Men- 
delssohn theatre. The festival is 
resuming this year after having 
been discontinued during the war. 
Scheduled are Eugene O'Neill's 
“Ah Wilderness,” starring Ernest 
Truex, as the opening play. Also 


+ 


improve- | 





in the cast will be his wife, Sylvia 
Field; their son, Barry, 


Altman. : 7 
Shakespear~’s “Twelfth Night 
will open May 17, with Arnold 


Ross. Carl Benton Reid and Neva 
Patterson. “Night Must Fall” opens 
|'May 24, with Lucille Watson and 
Donald Buka, “As You Desire Me” 
bows May 31, with Marta Abba 
coming out of retirement for it, 
and Kurt Kasznar playing opposite 
her. “The Heiress” will be shown 
the fifth and final week, with Basil 


Broadway, 
| mentioned as star. 


and Frieda | a Winer is a producer-writer for | 


Bamberger’s ‘Stand’ 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Theron Bamberger has optioned 
“Take My Stand,” new play by 
Elihu Winer, for fall production on 
with Bruce’ Bennett 
A mid-July | 
Play- | 





breakin at Bucks County 
house (Pa.) is planned. 


rant-Realm Television Produc- 
tions. Script deals with a column- 
ist who returns to his native Dixie 
to cover a hot gubernatorial elec- 
tion. 








improved. John Hughes of Chat- 
ham will be assistant manager. 
Town is, about 20 miles from 
Albany. 





Rathbone and Martha Scott in the | 


leads. 

Prof. Valentine Windt, 
rected the Festival before the war, 
again will serve in that post. 

Switch La Jolla Name 
Hollywood, April 26. 
Strawhatter at La Jolla, down- 





coast resort town, will be known 
this year as The La Jolla Play- 
' house, Inc. Group of David 


Selznick thesps who are operating 
the spot are reserving the previ- 
| ously-used tag, The Actor’s Co., for 
the new venture being planned for 
Beverly Hills. Latter encompasses 
a legit and film house on Wilshire 
boulevard. 

Season, their third, tees off 
July 5 with nine plays to be an- 
nounced later. Mel Ferrer and 
James W. Neilson will alternate as 
directors. Gregory Peck, one of 
the board of directors, will appear 
in a play early in the season to 
| permit him to leave for Rome, 


where he’ll make “Quo Vadis”’ for | 


Metro. 





Marblehead Drops Top 

Marblehead, Mass., April 26. 

With biz here off about 25% last 
summer, admission price for the 
coming season has been lowered 
from $3 and $3.60 to a top of $2.40. 
Another step taken to curtail any 
further b.o. decrease is the use of 
seasonal subscriptions offering up 
to 20% off. 

The North Shore players start 
their eighth operating season July 
18, and will remain for six or seven 
weeks. Only play definitely set is 
William McCleery’s “Good House- 
keeping,” which will star Helen 
Hayes and her daughter, Mary Mc- 
Arthur. Producer John Washburn 
has plans for doing a condensed 
version of “Small Wonder” if he 
can get the right star. The other 
plays have not been selected yet, 
though Washburn may do “The 
Heiress.”” Each play will run for 
two weeks, except for ‘“Housekeep- 
ing,” and Homer Fickett is sched- 


uled to direct one of the produc- | 


tions. 





Saratoga Spa’s July 4 Bow 
Saratoga, N. Y., April 26. 

John Huntington will open his 
third season at the Spa Summer 
| Theatre on the State Reservation, 
_July 4, and will continue it for 
eight weeks, until Aug. 28. 

Because he believes “the going 
for strawhats generally will be 
much tougher this year because 
theatregoers “do not have any ex- 
tra money,” Huntington says he'll 
try to get the biggest names. 
may sponsor a Shakespearean pro- 
duction, as was the~ case last 
season. 


Malden Bridge Suspends 
Malden Bridge, N. Y., April 26. 
The Malden Bridge Playhouse, 

originally known as the _ Nell 
Gwynn theatre and one of the 
oldest strawhatters in the Albany 
area, will suspend operations until 
1950, when it is expected work of 
enlarging theatre to 400 capacity, 
providing a larger stage and in- 
stalling better facilities will have 
been completed. 

Barn spot has less than 100 seats, 
which made operation on a profit- 
able basis extremely difficult, ad- 
mitted Walter Wood, owner-man- 
ager. When reopened in 1946, with 
Eunice Osborne (Mrs. Wood) as 
director, it had a virtually all ex- 
GI cast, chiefly drawn from the 
Goodman theatre in Chicago. 








New Barn at Chatham, N. Y. 

Chatham, N. Y., April 26. 
The Crandell theatre will open 
its first season of summer 
June 28, with “O Mistress Mine” 
as the attraction, owner C. Dayton 
La Pointe, announced Saturday 
(16). La Pointe, who has operated 
the 600-seat house as a film center 
for some years, said he signed 


contracts with Dean Goodwin for 
its operation. 
Equity one. : 

In preparation for the strawhat 
period, the Crandell has been re- 
decorated and the stage facilities 


House will be an 


who di- | 


He | 


stock ° 


Deertrees Sold 
Portland, Me., April 26. | 
Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me., 
strawhat, was purchased last week 
| from Dillon estate by a New York 
| group fronted by A. L. Sainer, an 
| attorney, and Samuel Wolf, a real- 
ty man. Purchase price was not 
disclosed. 
Hatter is slated to open June 27 


_| with resident Equity company. Op- 


erations will be on a corporative 
basis as ,Deertrees Theatre, Inc., | 
with Robert H. Harris as manag- 
ing director; Fred Spooner as gen- 
eral manager and press represent- 
ative, and Cy Roossin as produc- 
tion manager. 

The Deertrees property consists 
of a 16-acre parcel of land sur-| 
rounding the modern 400-seater, 
and a six-acre pareel on which are 
located a seven-room house and 
three cottages. | 





| Other Strawhat Jottings 

“Command Decision” is available 
| for the strawhat circuit, but gen- 
eral feeling among producers is 
that it’s not too good a bet, due to 
the all-male cast and recent re- 
lease of the film . The Show 
Shop, Canton, Conn., starts its 
eighth season June 7, for 14 weeks, 
offering each show for two weeks 
.,. Olney, Md., playhouse is open- 
ing May 27, for 16 weeks, with 
“Good Housekeeping,” starring 


Helen Haves, scheduled for one 
week starting Sept. 12 . Me- 
Carter theatre, Princeton, opens 


June 6 or 13, for a 14 or 15 week 
season ... Leonard Altobell has 
taken over as sole manager of the 
Litchfield (Conn.) summer theatre 
. . St Louis Municipal Opera is 
opening June 9 with ‘‘New Moon,” 
followed by “Bloomer Girl,” ‘“For- 
tune Teller,” “Firefly,” ‘“‘Chocolate 
Soldier,” “Bittersweet,” “Irene,” 
“Vagabond King,” “Roberta,” “Red 
Mill” and “Song of Norway.” Last- 
named will play two weeks, the 
others all playing one. Ruth Gil- 
| lette, currently under contract to 
20th-Fox, will appear in three of 
the operettas, “Chocolate Soldier,” 
| “Firefly” and “Fortune Teller.” 
| Guy Palmerton, who will open 
‘his Worcester, Mass., Drama Fes- 
tival May 27, is negotiating for a 
July 4 tryout of “Pretty Penny,” 
Jerome Chodorov and_ Harold 
‘Rome musical ...A new musical 
drama, “River Fire,” by Richard 
Valente, was tried out at the Stage, 
Atlanta . . . “John Loves Mary” 
will tee off a 20-week season at the 
Hilltop theatre, Lutherville, Md., 
starting May 2. In addition to the 
scheduled plays, which will! be pro- 
duced by Don Swann, Jr., and di- 
|rected by George Schaefer, the 
| management is offering an experi- 
mental workshop, which will give 
performances in a nearby barn un- 
der direction of Lyn Swann Wagon 
... Eugene Fitsch returns as scenic 
designer for the Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass. .. . Bryn Mawr (Pa.) 
Summer Theatre staff will include 
Frederick Thon as director, Robin 
Lacy as producer and designer, 


Miriam Goldina as acting labora- | 


tory director and Maurine Holbert 
as acting and speech teacher. The- 
atre has also scheduled lectures by 
Agnes DeMille, George Freedley, 
Oscar Hammerstein, II, Walter 
Kerr and Margaret Webster. 


Barn Playhouse, Bolton Landing, 

N. Y., will open an 11-week season 
June 21 after renovation that in- 
|cludes an elevated floor, uphol- 
stered seats and new stage facili- 
ties Martin Schwartz, who did 
publicity for Wellesley and Cam- 
bridge summer theatres, to do p.a. 
chores for Richard  Skinner’s 
Olney, Md., strawhat this summer 
..Martin Ritt signed as director 
for Richard Aldrich’s Falmouth. 
Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass. | 
Penn-Mill theatre, Millville, Pa., 
employing an Equity company, will 
open May 27 with “Snafu”. Mar- 
garet Webster's production of “The 
Taming of the Shrew” will be pre- 
sented at the Bucks County Play- 
house, New Hope, Pa., Aug. 1. 


| peated May 7-8. 


Hunt, Harrison, Salesman,’ Kate 


Get Tonys at. Annual Awards 


4 





. 


Coast Group Bowing | 
With 1-Acter Program 


Hollywood, April 26. 
Theatre Co., new legit outfit 
which will concentrate on impor- 
tant classic or contemporary plays, 
kicks off at Assistance League 
Playhouse May 1 with a group of 
five one-acters. Program will be re- 


Heading administration of the 
group are John Haggott, former 


producer - partner of Maurice 
Evans: John C. Wilson and the 
Theatre Guild; director Benno 


Schneider and film and stage de- 
signer George Jenkins. Actor- 


| partners are John Archer, Jayne 
| Meadows, 
| Douglas, 


Arthur Franz, Diana 
Irene Tedrow, Marjorie 
Lord, Walter Burke, Jacqueline 
White and Stanley Johnson. 


Opening program of one-acters 


consists of Tennessee Williams’ 
“Hello From Bertha” and “At 
Liberty;” Dorothy Parker’s “How 


We Are;” Robert Middlemass’ “The 


| Valiant:” and Noel Coward’s “Red 


Peppers.” 








Legit Bits 


Ernest Martin, co-producer of 








|“‘Where’s Charley?” returned from 


the Coast over the weekend .. . 
Lawrence Langner due back late 
this week .. . Elliott Nugent has 
returned from Hollywood and has 
opened an office in the Hudson 
theatre, N.Y., of which he’s co- 
owner William R. Katzell, 
currently in Chicago, has report- 
edly optioned a musical comedy. 
.. . Maurice Evans, who winds up 
a two-year run in “Man and Super- 
man” with his forthcoming engage- 
ment at the City Center, N.Y., will 
summer on his North Salem (N.Y.) 
farm. He’s looking for a new phay | 
for next season... E. Y. Harburg 
and Fred Saidy, who co-authored , 
the book of “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
are collaborating om a_ straight 
play ... Bert Gruver, production 
stage manager of the _ touring} 
‘‘Mister Roberts,” is a patient in 
Kingsbridge VA hospital, Bronx, 
N.Y. Eddie Dimond is subbing for 
him ... Charles Gaynor, author- 
composer of “Lend an Ear,” i 
working on a book musical with a | 
between-the-wars Vienna locale. . . | 
Paul Grohl quit as company man- | 


ager of “Finian’s Rainbow” to, 
vacation in Europe. 
Alex Nicol leaves a bit part | 


June 4 in “South Pacific” to join | 


“Mister Roberts,” succeeding Ralph | 


Mekker. The latter is taking over | 
for Marlon Brando in the original | 
company of “Streetcar Named De- 
sire. 

Helen Hayes will be too busy 
starring in “Good Housekeeping” 
in the strawhats this summer and 
on Broadway in the fall to appear 
in Jerry Wald’s film production of 
“The Glass Menagerie” for War- 
ners. She says she’s been receiv- | 
ing bids for the screen assignment | 
for three years, but has “never 
given them a shred of hope.” 
.. . George Tozzi sailed last week | 
for London to sing the lead in Sir 
Charles Cochran’s production of 
“Kiss in the Ring,” new musical 
by Sir A. P. Herbert and Vivian 
Ellis... Irene Selznick sailed 
Monday (25) to see about a West 
End presentation of “Streetcar,” 
with Vivien Leigh starred and 
Laurence Olivier directing. 


| 
| 


~ Inside Stuf—Lesit 


| evening 
| cific” were played by the orches- 


| Sons.”’ 


Martita Hunt and Rex Harrison 
along with “Death of a Salesman” 
and “Kiss Me, Kate,” copped the 


major awards Sunday night (24)_ 
for “notable contributions” to the 


| 1948-49 Broadway legit season—at 


the third annual Antoinette Perr 
Awards dinner held at the Hote} 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Miss Hunt 
was honored for her performance 
in “Madwoman of Chaillot” and 
Harrison for “‘Anne of a Thousand 
Days,” both current hits. “Sales. 
man” and “Kate” got awards in 
the “dramatic play” and “musical” 
categories, respectively. 

“South Pacific,” the Rodgers. 
Hammerstein-Logan-Hayward mu- 
sical smash, received no mention 
since it came in after March 1, the 
deadline for the nominations. ft 
is eligible for the voting at next 
year’s “Tony” awards dinner. In- 
cidentally, during much of the 
tunes from “South Pa. 


tra. 
Held under auspices of the 
American Theatre Wing, the 


awards committee honored 18 the- 
atre people in 12 different cate- 
gories, in perpetuating the memo- 
rial to Miss Perry, one of the 
founders of the Wing. The Wing’s 
board of directors made the selee- 
tions. 

Others given awards were: au- 
thor Arthur Miller, director Elia 


Kazen, producers Kermit Bloom- 
garden and Walter Fried, plus 
actor Arthur Kennedy, for their 


“Salesman”; Cole Porter, Sam and 
Bella Spewack, and producers Saint 
Subber and Lemuel Ayers, for 
“Kiss Me, Kate’: Gower Cham- 
pion, for his choregraphy on “Lend 
an Ear”; Shirley Booth, for ker 
supporting role in “Goodbye My 
Fancy”; Ray Bolger (Where's 
Charley?”) and Nanette Fabray 
(“Love Life’), for musical per- 
formances; Jo Mielziner, for his 
overall excellence in scenic de- 
signing, and Lem Ayers for overall 
costuming. 

James E, Sauter was in charge 
of entertainment, and he and 
Brock Pemberton shared the emcee 
chores. Pemberton made the 
awards, which consisted mainly of 
silver medallions, and scrolls in 
some cases. Arthur Knorr super- 
vised the production, and Meyer 
Davis’ orch handled the show and 
dance music. 

Entertainment comprised: 

Yvonne Adair, Anne Renee An- 


derson, Gene Austin, George 
Bauer, Carol Channing, Alfred 
Drake, William Eythe, Dorothy 
Freitag, Golden Gate Quartet, 
Lisa Kirk, Gene Nelson, Peck and 
Peck, Lanny Ross, Lee_ Stacy, 


Lawrence Tibbett, Betty Jane Wat- 
son, Paul Winchell. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Bruno and Sidney” — New 
Stages. 


“Respectful and 


Prostitute” 


“Hope Is the Thing” (road)—Las- 
' sor Grosberg and New Stages. 





Carlson Quits ‘Roberts’ 
Chicago, April 26. 
Richard Carlson, lead in Chi 
company. of “Mr. Roberts,” leaves 
cast June 1, at expiration of his 
contract, to return to California. 
Role will be taken by John For- 
sythe, last seen here in “All My 


———— 


Membership in Show-of-the-Month Club, the subscription audience 
outfit run by Sylvia Siegler, had reached 1,577 last week, of which 60% 
live in the five boroughs of New York city, 20 % from New Jersey 
(notably the Oranges), 10° from Westchester county and Long Island, 
5°c from Connecticut and the remaining 5% scattered elsewhere. There 


are regular subscribers 


in Massachusetts, 


Pennsylvania, Delaware, 


Maryland, Georgia, Missouri, North Carolina, California, Florida and 


{llinois. 
fairly regularly. The organization’s 


Most of these appear to be businessmen who visit New York 


monthly bulletin also has readers 


‘who are not members) in Nevada, Texas, Iowa, Michigan, Kansas an 


Mississippi. 


Last week Miss Siegler received an inquiry from a New 


Yorker visiting Paris who had read about the outfit in a copy of VARIETY 


there. 
SOMC has revised its dues scale, 
all memberships, the fee will be $1 


effective May 1. Instead of $10 for 
5 for those getting orchestra loca- 


tions and $10 for mezzanine and balcony patrons. 





N. Y. dailies in their obituary notices on Jules J. Leventhal listed 


him as producer of 
dramatization of the 
associated with it, 


“An American 


points out that 


Horace Liveright at the Longacre theatre, N. Y., in 1926. 


Theodore Dreiser novel. 


Tragedy,” the Patrick J. Kearney 
Louis Cline, who was 


original production was done by 
However, 


Leventhal did produce a revival of it at the now defunct Waldorf the 


atre, N. Y., two years later. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Vantety’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


Number of shows current. ....-« 
otal weeks played so far by all 
Total gross for all current shows 


This Last 
Season Season 
sk aaa dev. ih soa leboe 28 
BROWS: ots chh.as 1,102 1,181 
last week.. $695,000 $607,000 


Total season’s gross so far for all shows. . .$26,115,.600 $25,916,500 
Number of new productions so far............... 62 58 


(hi Ups; ‘Allegro’ 266, ‘Adam’ 136, | 


‘Laughter’-Horton 
OK $14,000, Philly, 


Philadelphia, April 26. 





—and very quickly—Philly will be 


Holiday Business Boosts Bway, 
vntess ine umerncica marpers BU Less Than Hoped; ‘Girls’ $50,200, 


| entirely without legit fare after the | 

\fall of the curtain on “Present | 6 ’ 6 ’ 6 ’ 
|Laughter” at the Forrest Saturday | {0 oes mM 
/night (30). And that won’t be for a b 9 


period of just a week or two either | an . 
but, with one likely exception, for. The traditional holiday spurt, 
the rest of the °48-49 season. on on Broadway last, 

The Irvi Berlin- _| week, but less than anticipated for 
Sherwood peer A egg yn the middle-bracket and borderline 


is officially skedded now at the entries. As usual, the rise meant 
| Forrest for the end of June; preem nothing to the top hits, which go 
of this musical has been mentioned ¢!€@n at all performances, but gave 
for as late as the 30th but latter 2 slight boost to the stronger, but 





es r iteues anity 7" 
‘ , 6 P ’ date would give show only a week | "°t-quite-capacity shows. 
0 e S Inian 'here before announced New York Attendance started potently for 
’ . * bow July 4. Middle June (either all productions early in the week, 


Chicago, April 26. + 

General upward trend here, with 
legit getting its share. Even “Mr 
Adam,” despite crix nix, opened 

rofitably in first week, with “Al- | 
egro,” also in first stanza, count- | 
jing on a healthy Chi appearance 
of at least eight weeks. San Carlo 
Opera Co. at Civic Opera House, 
which opened Sat. (23), and Barnes 
Bros. circus, teeing off Fri. (22), 
have helped relieve lull. 

Meanwhile, “Mr. Roberts” con- 
tinues to garner hefty biz in 32d 
week, apparently unaffected by bad 
weather, holidays or lack of con- 
ventions. ‘Finian’s Rainbow,” in 
12th week, is climbing back into 
profitable column. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Allegro,” Great Northern (lst 
week) (1,500; $4.94). Theatre Guild 
sponsorship for first three weeks; 
okay $26,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert, 
(12th week) (2,100; $4.94). Fine 
weather boosted this one to good 
$27,800. 

“Mr. Adam,” Blackstone (Ist 
week) (1,358; $3.80). Despite nixes 
in dailies, okay $13,000. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (32d 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Continues at 
amazing near-capacity level with | 
$25,500. ig 

San Carlo Opera Co., Civic 
Opera House (3,800; $3.71). Opened 
Sat. (23) with sock $45,000 in ad- 
vances. 


FAY-HARVEY’ SMASH 
3046 IN TWIN CITIES 


Minneapolis, April 26. | 
Frank Fay in “Harvey,” at $3.60 
top in the 1,900-seat Lyceum, 
pulled a smash $24,500 for five | 
nights and two matinees. Engage- | 
ment ended with a Sunday matinee, 
evening performance having been 
foregone to permit company to 
reach Omaha for a Monday night 
opening. Same show last season, 
with Joe E. Brown, drew terrific | 
$31,000 for six nights and two 
matinees. Critics raved over Fay’s 
performance. 





torium at same top, Fay’s “Harvey’ | 
rossed a fine $6,000 in two nights. | 
akings for the Twin City full | 


week thus skyrocketed to a huge | 
$30,500. | 


No. 2 ‘Okla!’ Neat | 
$25,000 in Madison 


Madison, Wis., April 26. 
No. 2 company of “Oklahoma!” 
pulled down about $25,000 in a 
week’s stand at the Parkway here, 
closing Saturday night (23). 
Musical is making a return visit 
to St. Louis this week. 








$25,300 in Prov. 
Providence, April 26. 
Original company of “Okla- | 
homa!” collected a gross of $25.- | 
300 last week at the Metropolitan 
theatre here. 
Theatre Guild production moved 
this week to Portland, Me. 





Evans-‘Superman’ 10G 
For 4 in Portland, Ore. 


Portland, Ore., April 26. 
“Man and Superman,” with, 
Maurice Evans, coined a solid $10,- | 
000 at the 1,500-seat Mayfair. 
House was scaled at $3.60 and 
played four performances in three 
days. 
The Lunts are next, in “I Know 
My Love.” 


‘Gayden’ $3,500, N. Haven 


. New Haven, April 26. 

Gayden” preem at Shubert last 
weekend (21-23) was sparsely at- 
tended. In for four shows at $3.60 
top, approximate gross of $3,500 
Meant a dip into the red. 
, Current week has Ballet Russe 
26-27) and Margaret Webster's 
Shakespeare troupe for Fri.-Sat. 
‘29-30). Only other legit booking 
's “Present Laughter” ‘(Edward 
Everett Horton ), due May 5-7. i 








Frisco (25-7). 


| (26); Poche, : ' r 
. | Aud., Jackson (2); Aud., Memphis Considering _ its 
In St. Paul at 2.400-seat Audi-' (3.4)’ ‘Temple, Birmingham (5-6); | week current. 


, “Cafe 


Current Road Shows 


(April 25-May 7) 

“Allegro” — Gt. Northern, Chi. 
(25-7). 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Poche, 
N. Orleans (25); Aud., Jackson 
(26-27); Aud., Shreveport (28-29); 
Aud., Ft. Worth (30-2); Music Hall, 
Houston (3-5); Texas, S. Antonio 
(6-8). 

“Blackouts of 1949”—El Capitan, 
L. A. (25-7). 

“Born Yesterday” — Erlanger, 
Buff. (25-30); Royal Alex., Toronto 
(2-7). 

“Brigadoon”—Cass, Det. (25-30); 
Murat, Indpls. (2-7). 

“Cat and Canary”—Ford’s, Balto. 
(25-30). 


“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert, 
Chi. (25-7). 

“Gayden” — Plymouth, Bost. 
(25-7). 

“Great Waltz’ — Curran, Frisco 
(25-7). 

“Harvey” (Fay Co.) — Omaha, | 


Omaha (25-27); Stuart, 
Salinas (30); Virginia, Wheeling 
(3); Weller, Zanesville (6-7). 

“Harvey” (Brown Co.) — Nixon, 
Pitt. (25-30); Broadway, Denver 
(2-7). 

“High Button Shoes” — David- 
son, Mil. (25-30); Hanna, Cleve. 
(2-7). 

“I Know My Love” — Geary, 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Hanna, Cleve. 
(25-30); Aud., Ciney (2-7). 

“Man and Superman” — Met., 
Seattle (26): Temple, Tacoma (27); 
Capitol, Yakima (28); Lyceum, 
Mpls. (2-4); Aud., St. Paul (5); 
Aud., Madison (7). 

“Medea”—Shubert, Bost. (25-30). 

“Mr. Adam” — Blackstone, Chi. 


| (25-7). 


“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(25-7). 

“Mrs. Gibbons’ 
Bost. (25-30). 

“O Mistress Mine”’—Music Hall, 
Houston (25); Aud., Lake Charles 
N. Orleans (27-30); 


Boys”’—Wilbur, 


Aud., Montgomery (7). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Keith, 
Portland (25-30); Aud., Worcester 
(2-4): Aud., Hartford (5-7). 

“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)\—Amer- 
ican, St. Louis (25-30); Aud., Kala- 
mazeo (2-4): Quincy, Ft. Wayne 
(5-7). 

“Present Laughter’ — Forrest, 
Philly (25-30); Aud., Hartford (2-3); 
Acad., Northampton (4); Shubert, 
N. Haven (5-7). 

“Show Boat” — 
(25-30). 

“Streetcar Named Desire’—Cox, 
Cincy (25-3); Par, Toledo (5-7). 


Hartman, Col. 





‘Crown’ $39,700 in 5 L.A. 


Weeks; ‘Tongue’ $5,400 
Los Angeles, April 26. 

Local. legit failed to make its 
expected post- Easter comeback 
last week, two of the three houses 
alight reporting takes only slightly 
above the profit level. 
Crown” finaled Saturday ~ night 
(23) with a fine $39,700 for five 
weeks and three days, take repre- 
senting an estimated $6,000 profit 
for the Dale Wasserman-Michael 
Scott production although final 
frame was light. 

Sole newcomer was “Icecapades 
of 1949,” not strictly a legiter, 
which blazed to a capacity $42,000 
for its first three nights at Pan 
Pacific. Nothing due in for the 
next two weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 

(357th wk) (1,142; $2.40). As usual, 
$17,000. 
Crown,” El Patio (6th 
wk) (790; $3). Below hopes at $4.,- 
500, but still profitable. Stand’s 
total $39,700. 

“Ieecapades of 1949,” Pan 


Pacific Aud (ist wk) (6,150; $3.60). 


Capacity $42,000 for first three 
nights. 

“Tongue In Check,” Las Palmas 
(5th wk) (388; $3.60) Failed to go 
above $5,400, permitting a slight 
operating profit. 


Lincoln | 
| (28); Musie Hall, K. C. (29); Aud., 


13th or 16th) figured likely. but was spotty Friday and Satur- 
| Present Lausber™ —— day (22-23) when _— out-of-town 
Everett Horton) got generally good a =, leaving rhe down: 
cahiean am te Sie a as Sean pour P —_ a and night 
| last Monday and wound up its first caine speeded the 
week with nearly $14,000, adverse An added closing last week was 
weather hitting some performances. “Magnolia Alley.” ‘This annie 
Word-of-mouth has been favorable | .; : ag RY Oe a 9 
E : single opening is “Happiest Years, 
and CoWard comedy revival should hich ay feld Seturdey (30) 
build this week. Show has a $3.90 Wich may fold Saturday (30). 
re ‘ ; Next week brings the return of 
| e hilly’ enly ether thow last “Medea” and the premieres of 
week was “Anna Lucasta,” present- Bruno , and Sidney and : Mrs. 
Rigry: Gibbons’ Boys. One other pre- 
ed by a Yiddish company at the’ ,j; and a second retur : 
|Walnut for its second and final rot — - ge pieces —— 
week. Gross was a pretty dismal rn this Bn lg 2 
, $6,000 in this—its first full session, ; Boigigrs : 
; show having made bow here on Estimates for Last Week 
| Thursday matinee (14) and having Keys: C (Comedy) D (Drama, 
given three matinees during first CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
week. |M (Musical), O (Operetta). 
| Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating etipacity and top price, 


2 . . 7 
¢ , including 20% amusement tax. 
é Ca Oil However, estimates are net: i.e., 
| exclusive of tax. 


“All for Love,” Hellinger (13th 


'wk) (R-1,543; $4.80). About 
0 { ll ace: doubled the previous week's take, 
9 but still operating deep in the red | 


at $11,500. 


éfve 9 “Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 

5 (15th wk) (R-1,472; $6). Shared in 

Gibbons NG | the general upturn, but the rise 

'leveled off late in the week; | 

,about $20,000. 

| “Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys” was the| “Anne of a Thousand Days,” 

only entry on the Rialto last week. | Shubert (20th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). | 

‘Farce got thoroughly thumbed- | Also profited on the early-week | 
|down by the crix. 








Boston, April 26. 


Show had the | aa nice going at about $28,- 
First Night Club to help out but | “"\; ‘ ee 

| never got a play at the b.o. despite | d ry Girls Go, Winter Gar- 
|some marquee draw. Other two in | ©€® co wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). Had 
town, “Medea” and “The Happiest | sli great early-week pace, but) 
Years,” found the former doing big | aeons gin By slight | 
: ' ae fing, s sli y bac 
on second week, the second going of the week's leader: $50.200. 


into the red. Only opener this a nm 

week is “Gayden” at the Plymouth,| ,,.4¢ War With the Army,” Booth 

with nothing much ahead. | (7th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Profited 
on the general spurt, with its best | 


| Estimates for Last Week | gross to date; comfortably in the 
| “ ” ¢ , ) ot Ss ; | 
Medea,” Shubert (2d week) (1 | black at about $12,000. 


750: $3.60). As the only solid legit | : 
: , ; a ; cance | “Big Knife,” National (9th wk) 
item in town, this one remained | (D-1,172; $4.80). Has slipped late- 


well on top with a great $22,000. | ly: around $12,000. 


Final week current. “Born Yesterday.” Miller (168th | 


| “Mrs. Gibbons’ Boys,” Wilbur} .,, (C-940: $4.80). Climbed to 


(1st week) (1,200; $3). First week | 
| ata wr an Okay $12,000. | 
| did well to touch estimated $5,000 | “Death of a Salesman,” Morosco’| 


notices. Second | (11th wk) (D-931; $4.80). One of | 
re i the three presentations that gets | 
The Happiest Years, Plymouth the same amount every week; all 
|(2d week) (1,200; $3). Sagged On | the house will hold: over $24,400 
last week here to over $4,800, after «notective Story,” Hudson (5th | 
hy $5,500 first week. _wk) (D-1,057; $4.80), Went clean at | 
‘all performances, but party com-| 


o: ; 

‘ ? | missions limited the take to almost 

| BROWN- HARVEY NSG ' $23,500, best gross so far. 

“Edward, My Son,” Beck (30th. 

$10,000 IN BALTO ww (v-1.214; $4.80). Likewise im- 

on proved going to $25,700; Dennis, 

Baltimore, April 26. King and Brooke Byron succeeded 

Two theatres were opened last’ Robert Morley and Leueen Mc- 

week to legit here and both failed Grath in leading parts this week. 

to ring the bell. Return of “Har-| “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 

vey,” with Joe E. Brown, to Ford’s (23d wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Hopped 
didn't find too many buyers after, nimbly to almost $21,000. 

.the sellout trade attracted by same| “Happiest Years,” Lyceum 
play with Frank Fay for two weeks | (D-990: $4.80). Play by Thomas | 
earlier this season. Comedy drew! Coley and William Roerick, pre- | 
modest $10,000. e | sented by Gertrude Macy; opened | 

| “Anna Lucasta,” at the Mary-| Monday night (25); generally poor 

| land, former indie legit stand more | notices. 
| recently utilized for burlesque, “High Button Shoes,” Broadway 

didn’t excite the populace with | (gist wk) (M-1,900; $6). Took a 

$6,000. “Will try an additional handsome leap; almost $36,000. 
stanza. Same play in Yiddish, “Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (44th) 





“Cafe | given a matinee and evening per- | wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Closed Satur- | fortnight’s 


formance at Ford's, Sunday (24), day night (23) after 406 perform- | 
failed to hit pay dirt. » | ances; final week’s 12 performances | 
The Cat and the Canary” is yanked powerful $58,700, topping | 
current at Ford’s. ‘the list. 


| | Ma ane a (17th 
l¢ ’ wk) (M-1,654; $6). Same as usual, | 
Streetcar’ Wow $29,200 
kien Ear,” Broadh | 
| “Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (19th | 
In Final St. a Wee wk) (R-1,160; $6). One of the en- | 
| St. Louis, April 26. tries that’s been approximating | 
| With the vanishing of opposish capacity trade; hopped to $32,400. | 
| from observance of Holy Week and|. “Life With Mother,” Empire | 
Passover, biz boomed at the Amer- | (27th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Zoomed 
ican theatre, where “Streetcar satisfactorily to $17,300. 
‘Named Desire” wound up its) “Light Up the Sky,” 
‘second and final week Saturday ‘23d wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). Also got 
| (23). Gross for the second session a nice hypo, possibly helped by 
of eight performances was an /|two-for ones; $15,200. 
‘estimated $29,200, bringing total “Love Life,” 46th St. (29th wk) 
for two-week stand to $52,000. The | ‘M-1,139; $6). Joined the uptrend, 
'1.700-seat house was scaled to with Nanette Fabray adding b.o. 
| $3.66. 
| “Oklahoma” returned to the “Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 
| American last night for its fourth co (16th wk) ‘C-1,077; $4.80). An- 
visit, for a one-weeker. It last other rising number, now appar- 
played here for two weeks last ently a bet to pay off the original 


November. House is sealed to $4.27 investment; $22,500. 
‘for “Oklahoma.” | “Magnolia Alley,” Mansfield (1st 








/ (23) after 


punch; $22,200. | 
} 


wk) (C-1,041; $3.60). Opened Mon- 
day (18) and closed Saturday night 
eight performances; 
about $4,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (62d wk) 
(CD-1,357; $4.80). Went clean all 
times, with an increase in the 
standee volume; about $34,800 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (29th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Nice profit at 
$15,500 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (22d 
wk) (C-920; $4.80). Also jumped 
with the trend; bettered $17,600 

“South Pacific,”’ Majestic (3d wk) 
(M-1,659; $6). Has settled down to 
absolute top takings at the scale; 
likely to remain the leading money- 
getter at the eight-performance 
rate; almost $50,600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (73d wk) ‘(C-920; $4.80). 
Speeded up with the general pace; 
$24,300. 

“The Traitor,” 48th St. (4th wk) 
(D-917; $4.80). This is becoming 
the freak show of the season: still 
not drawing the public, despite al- 
most unanimously favorable re- 
views and followup plugs from cer- 
tain dailies; improved with the 
general trend, but still disappoint- 
ing at $9,500. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (8th wk) 
(C-1,064; $4.80). Has been skid- 
ding; around $9,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(24th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Bounced 
back to capacity and now looks 
probable to span the summer; Ray 
Bolger and “Amy” proving a 


: powerful draw; $37,800. 


LUNTS-LOVE’ GRAB 
BIG $29,000 IN SPLITS 


Sacramento, April 26. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
continued to pile up big grosses 
last week in their tryout tour in 
the Theatre Guild’s production of 
“I Know My Love.” Couple drew 
a total of $29,000 in short stands at 
the Auditorium, Pasadena; the 
White, Fresno, and the local audi- 
torium. 

Show opened Monday night (25) 
at the Geary, San Francisco. 


US.A’ Up to $33,200 
For Final Pitt Week 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 

“Inside U.S.A.” improved con- 
siderably in second and_ final 
stanza at the Nixon, getting around 
$33,200, but wound up engagement 
in the red as a result of indifferent 
take during Holy Week. It did 
about $58,000 for the stay and 
that’s not enough for this show, 
which is expensively set up. 

Beatrice Lillie-Jack Haley revue 
had the stiffest scale of the legit 
season, $5.20 ($4 plus 20° Federal 
and 10% city tax), and this is 
believed to have been against it. 
Tune shows such as “Brigadoon,” 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and “High 
Button Shoes” played at $4.55. 

Nixon currently has Joe E., 
Brown in “Harvey,” a return for 
wide-mouthed comic and_ third 
time show has been here (Frank 
Fay was around during the winter). 


Ballet Russe 42G In 
2 Weeks at Toronto 


Toronto, April 26. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
grossed a phenomenal $42,000 in 
engagement at the 
Royal Alexandra (1,525), with 
house scaled at $3.30 top. 

With $22,000 on second stanza, 
and certain ballets sold out, To- 
ronto engagement saw highest 
gross of any ballet company ever 








-everything possible at better than | playing this city. 





Shoes’ $39,700 Split-Wk. 


Des Moines, April 26. 
Touring company of “High But- 
ton Shoes” grossed a fine $39,700 
last week in stands at the Omaha 


Royale ‘theatre, Omaha, and the KRNT the- 


atre here. 

The take was almost evenly split 
between the two four-performance 
dates. 





‘BRIGADOON’ 35G, DETROIT 
Detroit, April 26. 
Capacity audiences helped 
“Brigadoon” gross $35,000 at the 
Cass last week. 
The play remains for another 
week. 


~ 
\ 
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Plays Out of Town . 


Gayden 
New Haven, April 21. 


Gant Gaither production of drama in 
two acts (four scenes) by Mignon and 
Robert McLaughlin. Stars Fay Bainter; 
features Jay Robinson, Clay Clement, 
Ottilie Kruger, Carol Wheeler. Staged by 
Lex Richards; setting, Willis Knighton; 
costumes, Emeiine Roche. Opened at 
hubert theatre, New Haven, April 21, 
49; $3.60 top. 

OG 5 e.0900400d OS ....+-Hazel Jones 
Srace Sibley....... ouebes Fay Bainter 
mily Archer......ccccce: Carol Wheeler 

r. Ned Whitaker........: Clay Clement 
Gayden Sibley........-.... Jay Robinson 
Polly Talbot Ottilie Kruger 


“Gavden” is a_ psychopathic 
analysis, the components of which 
are some excellent, even poetic, 
writing; some stirring passages in- 
terspersed by a fine troupe; ab- 
sorbing subject matter with an al- 
most universal slant. Despite these 
qualities, however, the overall 
blending falls short of the heights 
necessary to put across substanti- 
ally a play of this nature. 

A factor on the negative side, as 
of the premiere, is the _ script’s 
leaning toward class appeal, there- 
by indicating limited draw. 
haps a basic fault is the fact that, 


while the story possesses the in-| George Bently, Jr.......-. 
it never | Lucille Fleming 


—— of a thriller, 
t 


illy utilizes those ingredients, be- | 


ing content to present its most 


startling elements merely as back- | Cab Driver 


round rather than visual factors. 
»pisodes such as the central char- 
acter’s evil influences, which 
causes one person to hang himself; 
which bring’s about a girl’s at- 
tempted suicide; and which 
prompts a youth to jump from a 
rooftop—all these are only spoken 
of, not actually presented. Such 
presentation, however, would re- 
quire considerable revision. 

“Gayden” is the story of 
mother-son complex, with the over- 
shadowing element that whatever 
the boy touches seems to become 
tainted. As a child, Gayden knew 
only conflict with his wealthy 
father, Senator Andre 
whose passing left a financial ar- 
rangement against which the youth 
rebelled. Frequent application of 
a belt strap in his early days has 
aggravated a congenital mental 
twist, which eventually leads to 
Gayden’s unhealthy influence over 
those with whom he comes in con- 
tact. 

When Emily Archer, an attrac- 
tive young girl from a small Penn- 
syivania community, comes for a 
summer stay with the Sibleys, Gay- 
den at first resents the intrusion, 
as hesconsiders it, but later finds 
amusement in making over the girl 
into a new personality. In the 
ve. Emily falls in 
1im and, thinking that the feeling 
is mutual, she breaks off her en- 


gagement to a boy more on her 


The episode | 
{| pense. 


own social level. 
brings to a head a realization tha 


has been smouldering in the moth- | 


ers mind, and there is a showdown 


in which she is ferced to acknowl- | ©O'® 


edge the boy’s mental unsteadi- 
ness. Curtain, however, offers no 
solution as the mother, reacting to 
human emotions rather than the 
logic of her brain-specialist brother, 
refuses to follow his advice, hop- 
ing against hope that the situation 
will work itself out. 

A superlative cast handles the 


projecting of this theme compe- | 
Fay Bainter gives the dis- | 


tently. 
traught mother role everything 
from simple maternal affection to 


futile submission to a condition! 


beyond her control. Her dramatic 
highlights punctuate the script ef- 
fectively, and at all times she has 
the part well in hand. Jay Robin- 
son, as the psychopathic son, is a 
stellar choice. His well-polished 
performance blends a_= surface 


charm with sinister undercurrents | 
to produce a readily acceptable | 
scouts | 


haracter. If Hollywood 

aven’t already heard of this lad, 
they soon will through his work in 
this play. 

Playing Trilby to Gayden’s Sven- 
gali is Carol Wheeler, a pretty lass 
who combines an attractive per- 
sonality with thesping of the first 
water. Her shift from a smalltown 
girl to a lap-of-luxury New Yorker 
is neatly accomplished. Cley Clem- 
ent gives the brain-specialist role 
— 














FOR SALE 


LONG BEACH—charming small water- 
front house—5 rooms—2  baths—oil 
burner—private fishing, bathing, boat- 
ing—sacrifice price—long Beach 6- 
2710—96 Dalton St. 














SEVERAL ATTRACTIVE 
SUMMER SUB-LETS 


Fast 49th St. (Turtle Bay Gardens) 
and other sections 
1 Koom at $100 to 8 rooms at $350 
Some with Gardens 
MABEL DETMOLD 
230 East 49th St., New York City 
EL 565-1927 











Per- | 


| Dan Morton. 
| Dr. Brown 


| Reverend Thompson.... 


love with | 


an authentic interpretation, reach- | 
‘ing his peak in dramatic crossfire 
| with Miss Bainter. 


Ottilie Kruger is in for a brief, 
but telling, scene as one of Gay- 
den’s romantic castoffs. Hazel Jones 


completes the roster as an efficient | 


maid who makes capital of the 
boy’s eccentricities. 


Gant Gaither has not stinted in| 


presenting this opus as a quality 
work from a technical standpoint. 
A living room set and striking fem- 
inine finery are 
good taste. Staging has overcome 
script deficiencies of a lighter first 
act by punching home the meatier 
substance of the second stanza. 
Bone. 


Love in Upper Sandusky 


North Hollywood, April 19. 


Marie S. Elkins and Kay Theatre 
duction of comedy in three acts (four 
scenes) by Edward Emerson and Charles 
Williams. Stars Lyle Talbot; features 
Louise Arthur. Cliff Clark, Paul Maxey, 
Joan Sudlow, Edith Janis Broder, Mari- 
etta Canty and Chester Clute. Staged by 
Jack Daniels; set, William Wetherbee. 
Opened at Key theatre, North Hollywood, 
April 19, ’49; $2.40 top. 
Mrs. George Bently, Sr.. 

ggie .-..Marietta 


pro- 


Canty 


Lie seen aa Lynnda Mason 
J. Randolf Manning....... Paul Maxey 


ap, <r Louise Arthur 
Ee ere et eet Mickey Little 
eS? . Harry Uber 


Edith Janis Broder 
errerre toe Cliff Clark 
..Chester Clute 
Isabel Brown 
Christian 


Edith Morton 


Jackson ae s. . ie Fe : 
John 


Miss 


First Policeman ....... Harmon Stevens 
Secor.d Policeman...... Al Green 
A Picket... es ..Leonid Penayaev 
Carpenter... jb enenews Pat Sexton 
Sa ee Douglas Hughes 


ervey rs Robert Whitman 


Wilbur Bently 





About nine years ago, Lyle Tal- 


bot hit Broadway with Glenda Far- | 
|rell and the late Alan Dinehart in | 
an opus yclept “Separate Rooms,” | 


which ran and ran and ran. Appar- 
ently, he accepted the starring role 
in ‘Love in Upper Sandusky” be- 


Sibley, | cause he felt it offered similar pos- 


Unfortunately, this Ed- 
Emerson-Charles Williams 


sibilities. 
ward 


script can’t make the grade. It) 
hasn’t enough of the double- 
entendre lines or basic situations 


to give it any kind of a lengthy 


| lip-smacking run, and it’s too flimsy 


to exist as a straight comedy. 
About the only prospects are in 
the hinterlands, where customers 
might be more apt to be titillated 
than New Yorkers. 

Basic idea has merit, however. 
Script spans a week in the harried 
life of a small-town manufacturer 
who's trying to settle a strike and 
marry the union leader’s daughter 
at the same time. The usual com- 
| plications stem this time from an 
|odd assortment of 19 characters 
who give the play a mob scene at- 
mosphere while adding to the ex- 
Many could be written out. 

Characters are flimsily drawn 
and cast has trouble making them 
to life properly. Talbot 
| struggles valiantly, getting little 
‘aid from the direction, to make his 
| small businessman a portrait rather 
than a caricature. But some of the 
| lines are against him. Similar dif- 
| ficulties beset others, with Cliff 
Clark and Chester Clute coming 
off best as the union leader and a 
| doctor, the characterizations being 
more or less standard. 
| * William Wetherbee’s single set is 
| Okay. Kap. 


Ladies in Arms 
Philadelphia, April 21. 


Hedgerow Theatre production of com- 
edy in four acts by Laurence Eyre, based 
on Robert McNair Wilson’s biography, 
“The Gypsy Queen of Paris.” Directed 
by Jasper Deeter and the author; produc- 
tion designed by Jean Layton and Joseph 
Leberman. At Hedgerow theatre, Rose 
Valley-Moylan, April 21, ’49; $2.50 top. 


This is the 164th play in the 
repertory of the Hedgerow The- 
atre in its 26-year history, and the 
|42d world preem. It is not only 
one of the most ambitious of the 
group’s productions, but one that 
| has a much better chance of Broad- 
way attention in the not-too-distant 
future. 

Laurence Eyre’s play is a cos- 
tume comedy piece, dealing with 
the Napoleonic era, bristling with 
keen satire and literate dialog but 
delivering no message and having 
no profound underlying theme. 
The author of such Broadway of- 
ferings as “Mis’ Nelly of N’ Or- 
leans,” “Martinique,” ‘‘Things That 
Count,” and “Merry Wives of 
Gotham.” Eyre hasn't been repre- 
sented in the commercial theatre 
for many years. Here he is using 
the biography called “The Gypsy 


Queen of Paris” by Robert McNair | 


Wilson, as his basis, and he has 
turned out an always-workmanlike, 
frequently exciting, and almost 
steadily colorful footlight piece 
that introduces numerous histori- 
cal characters, but does so in a 
way that is never stodgy or pre- 
tentious. 

The “gypsy queen” of the biog- 
raphy’s title is Therese de Fonte- 


in exceedingly | 


Joan Sudlow | 


Lyle Talbot | 


noy, a gal of very questionable 
morals, who rose to prominence 
during the Reign of Terror of 
France’s Revolution, who had pow- 
erful if unscrupulous friends, 
whose marriages and romances 
were many and scandalous. And 





had considerable influence on the 
‘career of Napoleon Bonaparte in 


‘tle Corporal, he was just begin- 
‘ning to make his personality felt. 


male friends were Germaine de 
Stael (known to history and litera- 
ture as Madame de Stael) and Rose 
de Beauharnais who, better known 
as Josephine, became Napoleon’s 
first wife. 

The author has cleverly pre- 
\sented analogies with the moment- 
ous historical events of those days 
land those of present-day Europe 
|and the two World Wars. He puts 
|into the character’s mouths—espe- 
cially Napoleon’s —some pungent 
and knowing commentaries on war- 
fare, government and (frequently) 
on the fact that_,it is the banking 
or monied interests (Napoleon re- 
fers to them as the usurers) who 
start revolutions and make wars. 
There is also plenty of emphasis 
on sex—that particular period fol- 


a very lax one in France—and 
|}some frank and audacious dialog. 

There are two performances that 
really ring the bell, one by Al- 
fonso Morriconi, whose Napoleon 
is a gem of ironic humor as well 
as authentic 
notable historical personage, and 
Ruth Esherick, as Therese. From 
her appearance in an ultra-daring 
evening gown worn at the notori- 
ous Guillotine Ball, to her 


| scene with Napoleon in his Palace, | 
/when she flouts his pretensions of | 
Miss 


majesty and inflated ego, 
Esherick clicks solidly. The others 
fit into the picture nicely, and 
Jasper Deeter and the author have 
/collaborated on a neat directorial 
job. 

| The settings, designed by Jean 
| Layton and Joseph Leberman, are 
|far different from those found for 


have a rich and sumptuous as well 
as authentic ring. The costuming 
is also tops. Waters. 





| — Legit Follow-Ups 








| Present Laughter 
| (FORREST, PHILADELPHIA) 
Philadelphia, April 26. 
| Smart and possibly fruitful 
,this idea to revive Noel Coward’s 


is 


“Present Laughter” and send it out | 
As seen on its opening | 
|(April 18) here at the Forrest the- | 


on tour. 


|atre, where it is skedded for two 
| weeks, comedy, which is now star- 


|ring Edward Everett Horton, has | 


| what it takes. 
| It seems not unreasonable to 
| suppose that Martin Manulis and 


|C. Edwin Knill, who are producing | 
arrangement with | 


| this revival by 
John C. Wilson, can get enough 


eastern seaboard dates to take the | 
show up to the hot weather. From | 
| then on, Horton’s popularity in the | 


|Sstrawhats, won almost entirely by 


| his appearances in “Springtime for | 


|Henry,” should get the revival 
| plenty of hot-weather activity. By 
that time it will 
|whether “Present Laughter” is 
| Strong enough to stand a prolonged 
| country-wide tour. 

Horton is considerable of a sur- 
prise in this appearance. He has 
|abandoned a number of the arti- 
'fices and mannerisms that he em- 
| ployed in “Henry.” has gotten away 
from some of the too-obvious evi- 
dences of film technique and, with- 
| out sacrificing laughs, has achieved 
Is subtlety and a sureness that 


should lift his rating several de- 
|Srees. His conception of Garry 
| Essendine may not be as acidulous 
or brittle as that of Clifton Webb 
(or Coward) but he wins more genu- 
‘ine laughs than the former did. 
'All of which doesn’t mean that he 
/no longer makes use of his delight- 
j ful facial mugging. 

| Manulis has staged the play with 
considerable subtlety and wit, and 
|the producers have really done 
themselves proud on the casting. 
Marta Linden is still playing the 
role of Joanna, the most predatory 
of Garry’s flames, and she clicks as 
surely and solidly as she did in 
New York. Katherine Meskil! is 
| fine as the wife, Phyllis Kirk is 
easy on the eye and extremely cap- 


' 
| 


the mellowing actor, and Jane Sey- 


|mour is outstanding as the efficient | 


secretary. A standout is Dudley 
Sadler as a_ temperamental, 
| Slightly lavender-ish young author. 

A word is due Forrest Thayer 
for his striking costumes (some on 
;the daring side) which adorn the 
| ladies and Charles Elson’s set is 
| right in the picture. Waters. 


at one time she is alleged to have | 
the days when, known as the Lit- | 


Two of Therese’s inseparable fe- | 


lowing the Revolution having been ' 


interpretation of a/| 


final | 


most Hedgerow offerings, and they | 


be apparent | 


able as the young gal who falls for | 


Plays on 


The Happiest Years 


Gertrude Macy production of comedy 
| in three acts (four scenes) by Thomas 
| Coley and William Roerick. Stars Peggy 
Wood; features June Walker, Loring 
| Smith, Louisa Horton, Richard Bishop, 
| Judy Parrish, Jessie Busley, Douglas Wat- 
} 
! 





son. Staged by James Neilson; setting, 
James Russell. At Lyceum, N. i 
| 25, 49; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 
Martha Johnson Judy Parrish 
Richard Johnson........ Douglas Watsen 
Alida 


Y., Apri 


Wentworth.......... Jessie Busley 


i inra * Paves... sce cesss Peggy Wood 
| Bertram Graves......... Richard Bishop 
| Roger Littlefield......... James Goodwin 
FORM BEIO. 5.5 5 ci codices Louisa Horton 
Florence Graves.....+..... June Walker 
| Morton Graves............- Loring Smith 


There are few points of interest 
about “The Happiest Years.” One 
is the fact that, in a period of in- 
flated production costs, Gertrude 
Macy brought it in for $20,000, in- 
cluding a reported loss of $5,000 
on the road tryout. Otherwise, the 
play is notable chiefly because it 
contains more irritating characters 
than have been assembled on: one 
Broadway stage in recent memory. 
The result is something tew en- 
tertainment-minded patrons would 
willingly face. 

The principal role and outstand- 
ing vexation in this Thomas Coley- 
| William Roerick comedy is_ the 
nagging, interfering, nasty-minded 


wife of an innocuous midwestern 
college professor. Having long 
since cowed her husband, she 


whips up a mountainous froth of 
unwarranted resentment and sus- 
picion against her studious ex-Gl 
son-in-law. It’s all transparently 
foolish and finally collapses of its 
own weight without creating much 
| more than audience impatience. 

Peggy Wood's emphatic playing 
of the professor’s wife seems to 
|accentuate the annoying qualities 
of the key role. Under the cir- 
cumstances, the character becomes 
not merely a busybody, but some- 
thing of a shrew. Of the others, 
June Walker manages to be occa- 
sionally funny as the dimwit wife 
who practically splits at the life- 
of-the-party uncle in town on a 
visit, Jessie Busley creates a gen- 
uine individual from a character 
bit, Loring Smith is properly 
breezy as the cut-up uncle, Richard 
| Bishop is believable as the shrew- 
tamed professor, Louisa Horton 
underlines the attractive role of a 
| graduate student, and Judy Par- 
irish, Douglas Watson and James 
Goodwin are passable in other 
parts. 

James Neilson’s staging doesn't 
add dimension to a little-theatre 
script, but James Russell’s single 
setting suggests an everyday pro- 
fessorial living room. Hobe, 


Sister Oakes 
National Theatre & Acad- 


American 
emy presents Experimental Theatre’s In- 
vitational Series production of drama in 
three acts, by Nellise Child. Directed by 
Edward Ludlum; setting Ben 
| At Lenox Hill Settlement house, 
admission free. 
Edith Atuka-Reid 


ms Si 


ER EET ET LE Pauline Myers | 
‘Rermer TOMBE: . 20% 6 6.0000 Earle Hyman 
MPG POTWOS. 0406060000800. ... Anne Ives 
Ginger Crowley........... Edith Sherman 
Uf: ae ee John O’Hare | 
Pontius Crowley.......... Eddie Hyans 
Seay COOWORG 6. os icc eedee Tommie Baxter 


Brother Ukes . 
| Brother Fred Bailey...... 
Brother Friend.......... 
Sister Clara Oakes 
Mr. Beavers 


Elmer Lehr 
Thomas Brody 
Richard Abbott 


WOGREEEO MOUIOT . ccccccnues 
Lem’! Crowley Ellis Charles 
' Sheriff Overshott .... Robert Morgan 
Crowd: Peggie McKinnie, Errol Fortin, 

Pierce Rollins. 

“Sister Oakes,” fifth production 
of the season for the Experimental 
Theatre’s Invitation Series, is a 
vehement, sprawling, prolix melo- 


Irving Mitchell 
Gordon Peters 


drama about an honest preacher’s | 


‘triumph over religious and racial 


bigotry and feudalism in a small | 


southern mill town. Despite its oc- 
casionally stirring passages and a 
generally accepable performance it 
seems a talky play with little com- 
mercial possibility. 

Authoress Nellise Child appar- 
ently knows the backward parts of 
the south and, when the actors 
don’t let her down, her dialog has 
an authentic ring. But she hasn’t 
welded the vital elements of her 
story into cohesive dramatic form. 
so the action is fitful, and some of 
the key events, such as the manner 
in which the heroine wins the de- 
votion of the revival-happy towns- 


folk, are assumed rather than de- | 


| picted. Also, few of the characters 
seem fully dimensional or entirely 
plausible. 


Edward Ludtam’s staging creates | 


a mood of smouldering indolence, 
but the pacing isn’t suited to the 


action and certain scenes lack 
punch. Natalie Core gives a vigor- 
ous performance as the femme 


prteeee John O'Hare does what 
e can to clarify the ill-defined 
part of the hero. Pauline Myers 
and Earle Hyman are expressive as 
Negroes who remain dignified de- 
Spite unbearable provocation. Edith 
Atuka-Reid accentuates the comedy 
in a lesser role. Anne Ives has 
trouble with her lines as a hymn- 
‘singing fanatic, and Richard Abbott 





Fdwards. | 


Natalie Core | 


Broadway | 


| is excellent in the rather easy part 
of a breast-beating soul-saver. 
Irving Mitchell manages to Bive 
a little variation to the too-simpli. 
fied character of the venal indus. 
\tvialist. Tommie Baxter projects 
the role of an ever-pregnant young 
wife and there are satisfactory bits 
by Edith Sherman, Eddie Hyans 
Gordon Peters, Ellis Charles, Rob. 
ert + Morgan, Elmer Lehr and 
Thomas’ Brody. Ben Edwards’ 
store-front setting is a victory of 
imagination and skill over a pea. 
nuts budget. 
On the basis of a season of Inyi- 
tational Series assignments. per- 
haps the outstanding reaction is 
the need for an adequate theatre 
for the presentations. Even if the 
Lenox Hill Settlement weren’t way 
off the regular beat, it is ill-suited 
for the purpose. Someone Should 
make a regular house in the Times 
Square area available for this pur- 





pose next season. Hobe, 

? - 

Exodus 
John Todd production of drama in 
three acts by Herbert Cobey and Abby 
Mann. Staged by Sidney Lumet: sets. 
Michael Saltzman; costumes, Gropper; 


special musical score, Lawrence Chaiken: 
music and choral group directed by Ar- 
thur Post; additional music, Joseph Rum. 
shinsky; additional lyrics, Nick Kenny 


At Brighton, Brooklyn, N. Y., April 23 
"49. ” 
OO” SA eee “ Albert Penn 
Harriet ..Ellen Andrews 


Rabbi Ben Israel. . a 


Wolfe Barz 
Miriam .. ara 


Frieda Altman 


Ruth : ...Elizabeth Lawrence 
David (as a child).. . Sonny Sheffer 
Joseph bigs Vedhe eaede a Si Oakland 
NS i iad ie eke in ae Joe Hardy 
Reb Nachman............ Joe Bernard 
Ivan eat RED HOR ED 00856 Milton Selzer 
 CPPeee eee TC Tee Tere Joan Fredricks 
COUEEEE. 35 560.0006 0066-060.05 en Yaffee 
ee Joseph Antoni 
SRA rer Te eee Earl Hammond 
oo See i ee ae ee Allen Reisner 





“Exodus,” though limited in ap- 
peal to Jewish audiences, is an 
arresting drama about the persecu- 
tion of the Jews and their final 
realization of a homeland in Israel. 
Play is scheduled for production 
next season on N. Y.’s 2d avenue, 
where it should be given a strong 
reception. It has nothing for 
Broadway. 

Opening with a prolog set in 
present-day Jerusalem, the play 
flashes back to Russia in 1914, and 
there focuses not only on the po- 
groms prevalent at the time, but 
also on the conflict between the 
Jews resigned to persecution and 
those wanting to resist or escape 
from it. The play motivates around 
the characters of Rabbi Ben Israel 
(Wolfe Barzell), who refuses to 
oppose the persecution and turns 
to the Bible for solace, and _ his 
adopted son (Si Oakland), for 
whom the indignities of oppression 
are unbearable. Both are vividly 
portrayed. Performances are all 
handled competently, with Joseph 
Antoni outstanding as a_ philo- 
sophical drunk. 

Setting by Michael Saltzman has 
an authentic simplicity, and the 
direction by Sidney Lumet is above 
average. A_ special score and 
choral group add to the dramatic 
impact. 

(Closed Sunday (24) after lim- 
ited engagement. ) 


Nina Foch Stars In 
| Chi ‘Prostie’ Company 
Chicago, April 26. 
Lifting of the ban on “The Re- 
'spectful Prostitute” has paved the 
way for a May 16 opening of the 
Jean Paul Sartre play here with 
Nina Foch in the lead. Contract 
was inked following long-distance 
telephonic approval from Harry 
| Cohn, prexy of Columbia, to whom 
actress is pacted. 

Chicago company may head west 
from here to play Los Angeles and 
San Francisco late in July. 

Police are going to give the 

show’s opening a particular once- 
over, and would step in if “Prostie’ 
is out of line. 


Longhair Shorts 


Eugene Ormandy, Philadelphia 
‘orchestra conductor, to be award- 
ed a doctor of letters degree May 
12 by Temple Univ. .. . Igor Bou- 
ketoff, conductor of the Fort 
| Wayne Philharmonic, visiting N.Y. 
for a week. He will conduct four 
of the N.Y. Philharmonic chil- 
dren’s concerts next season ..->-> 
| Daniel Saidenberg, conductor of 
‘the Saidenberg Little Symphony 
and the Connecticut Symphony 
Orchestra, is now sharing the Bal- 
let Theatre podium with Max 
Goberman, BT’s musical director, 
at the N.Y. Met. 











| The Packit Players, Inc., N. ¥- 
chartered to conduct a_theatrica 
/business in Ithaca, N. Y., with @ 
‘capital stock of 200 shares, no pat 
value. Directors are Margaret Be 


‘Itter and Jacquenhne I. Hill, both 
of Ithaca. 
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‘Literati 


' Hollywoodites, 
Stewart, Ronald Colman, Akim 
_Tamiroff, a_ bell-ringing Donald 
| Duck, and winding with a Barry 








rs League’s Writing Book 
ener League of America will 
issue its own book about writing, 
with articles by various name au- 
thors, with all royalties going to 
the organization's treasury. Among 
the contributors, most of whom 


are doing original pieces for the) 


e, will be John Hersey, 
venistopher LaFarge, Paul Galli- 
co, Faith Baldwin, Rex Stout, Rich- 
ard Lockridge, Eric 
Frederick Lewis Allen, ) 
Freedman and Winston Churchill. 
Several publishers are negotiating 
for the book, with the League in- 
sisting on having it issued as both 
a trade item and a textbook. 

Fach of the authors has been 
iven a different phase of writing. 
fn the case of Churchill, the con- 
tribution is to be a brief quote 
from his past writings and will be 
on the subject of style. Freed- 


Barnouw, | 
Harold | 


| Fitzgerald impresh that gives him 
a fling at all the stock dialects. 
Gag background of latter routine 
is corny, <nd of questionable taste, 
but technique is fine. 

| Herman band is the well trained 
unit one would expect, though 
| heavy on the brass. Those who like 
their music loud and hot will be 


, keep,” 328-page book presents data 
,on phases of theatre design, con- 
| struction modernization and main- 
tenance. In latter bracket are such 
subjects as acoustics, lighting, ven- | 
| tilating and air conditioning, pro- 
| motional displays and television. 
SMPE project was directed by 


























|James Frank, Jr., who wrote the Well satisfied. Lowe. 
foreword. It is priced at $5. ’ 
Coronet’s ‘M.G.M.’ Plugs | 
Coronet magazine is distributing Palace Vaude 
25,000 placards to newsstands one f 
Goodman’s ums, Continued from page 1 jae 


plugging Ezra piece, 
“M.G.M., Mammoth of the Movies,” 
which appears in the May issue. In 
a tieup with the film company, all 
Loew’s theatres are posting the 
cards in their lobbies. 


Martin & Lewis, for example, will 
be the inevitable “what will we 
follow with next week?”, accord- 
ing to Schwartz. 

Additional time in New York 
nabe houses and in other keys may 
follow if the Palace vaude ‘“‘come- 


Frank Gruber is doing a series 
back” clicks. Currently there are 


of mystery yarns for Ellery Queen’s 


| petition. Kuns the usual gamut of | 
including Jimmy) 


man, head of the Brandt & Brandt | mag. 18 days in the RKO metropolitan 
agency's legit department, is pre-| Gwen Bristow (Mrs. Bruce Man-| New York nabes. Spot bookings in 
paring an original piece about the | ning) completed another novel, Syracuse, Rochester, Boston, Cleve- 


dramatization of novels. — Helen 
Hull is editing and publication will 
robably be early in the spring of 
950. 


“Jubilee Trail,” for autumn publi- 
cation by Crowell. 

Novelist Bruce Marshall in Dub- 
lin April 20 to gab on “The Cath- 
olic Novel.” Earl of Wicklow, 
| publisher, also gabbed on same oc- 
casion. 

Editorial staff of the Los Angeles 
Herald-Express tossed a birthday 





‘Theatre World’ to Greenberg 

“Theatre World,” illustrated 
summary and index of the Broad- 
annually 


land and Cincinnati for big names, 
from time to time, already account 
for 12 weeks time. This is ex- 
pected to be considerably en- 
hanced. 
| Some 
Palace 
tour the RKO nabes. 


the bills playing the 
be booked intact to 
The desired 


of 
may 


way theatre published 
since the 1944-45 season, will party for Jack Campbell, longtime | “new talent” will be culled from 
henceforth be put out by Green-| managing editor, with a fflock of | radio-video showcases like the Ar- 
berg. film names barging in. thur Godfrey and Horace Heidt 
Daniel Blum, heretofore editor Victor Golancz, London pub-! shows. However. the Palace will 
and publisher, will continue as edi- lisher, house-guesting here with “never become a talent contest 
tor. Next edition, covering the M. Lincoln ‘Simon &) Schuster and | showcase.” Only a couple of these 
1948-49 season, is due next Oct. returns to Europe, May 28, on the) “winners” will be integrated into 
15. Queen Elizabeth accompanied by the bills with six standard acts 





Eye Hits Stands 
Eye, new picture mag published 
by Martin Goodman, hits national 
and Canadian distribution this 
week. Named managing editor is 
Bruce Jacobs, who will continue 


to edit Sport Life and Sport Pix | 


as a bi-monthly for Goodman. Ira 

Peck, former N. Y. Star staffer, 

joins Eye as associate editor. 
Overall editor is Carlton Brown. 





E&P’s Commemorative Issue 
Editor & Publisher’s 
pre-convention issue on the Amer- 
ican Newspaper Publishing Assn.’s 
conclave in New York this week 
(25-28) is timed, coincidentally, 
with the mag’s commemoration of 
its 65th birthday. Ward More- 
house, N.Y. Sun drama columnist, 
penned a long. profile-biog of 
James Wright Brown, E&P’s own- 
er-president, with other articles 
devoted to various other facets of 
the mag’s history. E&P was out- 
growth in 1901 of The Journalist, 
y C. Byrne and Leander 
Richardson in 1884. 


current | 


a any critical trade mag founded 


Schuster. 
Mary Harrington, N. Y. Post re- 
porter and recipient of this year’s 


| from niteries, vaudfilm, etc. 
The Palace’s vaude “comeback” 


National Women’s Press Club) Will get a big bally campaign. Al- 
award for the best newspaper though the nearby Strand may 


drop its stage presentations for the 
|summer, Broadway competition, 
the lack of sufficient b. o. pictures 
and the overall stir caused by 
| video cued RKO’s move to recon- 
vert the Palace to flesh. A weekly 
| gross of $20,000 would put thi 
|Palace qn the credit side; house 
can hit up to $30,000. , 
The Palace is being given a com- 
refurbishing with new car- 


f | plete 
. pets and re-seating. Capacity is 
| ic-Name Flood 1,713. The side boxes mvyy be 


woman’s story, was married last 
week to Dr. David Feldman. 

Russell Lynes, on the editorial 
staff of Harper’s magazine, is work- 
ing on a book to be called “The 
| Tastemakers.” Book tells how taste 
is made in America and who makes 
| it, and covers fashion, architecture, 
| the arts, interior decorating and 
| industrial design. 








taken out and brought down to the 
Changes being made 








Continued from page 2 Sd | floor level. 


‘ ' in the interior are so extensive, 
| wood Merry-Go-Round,” KLAC- - 

Ty. « : : : ._| the theatre may not be finished 
TV; “Hollywood in Three Dimen ‘for the scheduled launching in 


| sions,” KFI-TV; Gloria Grant’s eet th ein 
|“Movieland Diary,” same station, | 220U! “ree weeks. at ” 
and “The Meakins” and “Holly- |! RKO execs move ~~ ren 
| wood Talks It Over.” KTTV | the Palace for vaude immediately 
| Numerous top names have ex- following an agreement between 
| pressed inclination to get into tele, | lc a Rae Ane APs 
| with the proviso that they'll wait | . asad 306. stagehands Local 1, and 


ANPA convention opened Mon-/| Until it pays fees comparable to 
day (25) with a closed session on Other media. These include Joan 
labor relations which lasted the! Davis, Cass Daley, Ginny Sims, 
full day. Tuesday’s agenda was! Red Skelton, Jack Carson, Art 
laid aside for publishers of dailies| Linkletter and Marilyn Maxwell. 
with circulations under 50,000, | Studio bans on star appearances 
while the execs of the major dailies | have jinxed deals in several in- 
are scheduled to hold discussions | stances where money wasn’t the 
of advertising problems today | object. Her Metro contract pre- 


(Wed.). Sec. of State Dean Acheson | vented Esther Williams from tak- | 


will deliver his first major public : 
address in New York before the. ing a bow on husband Ben Gage’s 


. “Rumpus Room.” 
co | 
nvention tomorrow (Thurs.). | Among the TV deals that na- 


‘tional sponsorship on a kinescope 
| basis could put into action are a 





Columbia Pix Aids UP 


| musicians’ Local 802. While wage 
‘scales and crew numbers have not 
been disclosed. Schwartz said the 
unions were “cooperative.” 








Lambs Gambol 


Continued from page 2 


and his Pennsylvanians, though 

|not properly staged acoustically. 
| were a smash closer with orch and 
| choral groups. 





United Press has made arrange- 
ments to borrow Columbia Pic- 
tures’ telephone trucks which the 
studio uses on locations. Mobile 
unit will be on 24-hour call for 

P to cover important news events. 

Deal is a result of the recent use 
of Paramount's telephone truck by 
the Associated Press to cover the 
Kathy Fiscus story. 





Storer Buys All Fla. Sun 
Fort Industries’ George Storer, 
Who obtained half interest in the 


Miami Beach Florida Sun last year, | 


this week bought out the 50% of 
John Montgomery, former owner- 
Publisher. Storer, who owns six 
AM radio Stations in the mid-At- 
lantic and in midwest states, plus 
three video outlets, announced that 
no “present” change in personnel 
was contemplated. Montgomery 
will remain as publisher with H. 
Stuart Morrison continuing § as 
Managing editor. 

Shore Thing, a click tn second 
Season as Miami Beach weekly 
slick publication, will issue the 
year ‘round. Editor is Lary Sol- 
loway, Variety's rep for the area, 
With featured columnists Barry 
Gray, Darby Rathman and Mar- 
Raret Miles. Summer run will 
banner Anglo-Spanish 
Bauged to the heavy Latin trade 


during that period. Publisher is. 


Milton Lee. 





Engineering Handbook 
_ Comprehensive theatre engineer- 
ing handbook has been published 
by the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers. Tagged “The Motion 
Picture Theatre—Planning and Up- 


editor, | 


The click floor show. which pre- 
ceded the Gambol, comprised Bet- 
ty Jane Smith, cute tapster; Mary 
McCarty, comedienne; the Cham- 
pions with their always sock nov- 
elty dancing, and Sid Caesar, with 
his wham satires. 
| Bert Lytell, the Shepherd, 
| handled the opening introductions. 


Music Corp. of America package 
starring Boris Karloff and a one-. 
hour variety show that NBC is 
building around Bill Goodwin, as 
emcee, with name guests. Also in| 
the works is a situation comedy 
Jayout starring Una Merkel. 











Heading the program committee, 
and responsible for its big gross, 
were Emil Friedlander and Harry 
Brandt. Lep Solomon headed the 
committee on arrangements, and 
| the journal’s editors were S. Jay 
Kaufman and Les Kramer. 


House Reviews | 


Continued from page 56 





Capitol. Wash. 
Moon,” and “This Couldn't Hap- 
,pen Again.” Really sends the gal-| 
‘leries, however, with “Careless 
Hands,” handled as novelty, with 
customers beating it out with their 
mitts. Though this is practically 
a show-stopper, wind up of Torme} 
on the drums teamed with Herman | 
and his clarinet, brings curtain) 
down to volley of shouts and ap- 
preciation. 

Spotlighting Torme is slick show- 
manship on part of Herman, who 
holds his own with baton and clari- 
net alike. Gives his sidemen plenty 
chance to shine, with fine effect. 
Terry Gibbs and Shorty Rogers in 
repeat of their recorded behop hit. 
“Lemon Drop,” Bill Harris in a 
trombone solo and Gibbs on the 
vibraphone, all take bows. Mary 
_Ann McCall, band chantoosey, war- 
bles “I Got It Bad, That Ain’t 
Good” and “You Know You Can 
Depend on Me” in appropriately 
husky fashion. 

Sharing honors with Torme is 
Neal Stanley, impressionist, who 
stands up well. under. stiff com- 











Philly Eagles 


Continued from page 1 jae! 





roads on gate receipts is the man- 
agement’s gripe. 

Although none of the Eagles’ 
officers wanted to be quoted in 
advance of the meeting, there is 
antipathy to video, which it was 
felt cut heavily in on the team’s 
take last year. The fact that both 
New York and Pittsburgh have 
vetoed telecasts also  militates 
against TV. 

The bKagles team was purchased 
last year by a group of 100 sport- 
ing and civic-minded Philadel- 
phians, who have more or less 
made themselves responsible for 
promoting the games and getting 
rid of season tickets. In every 
case where opposition has been 
met, it was due to television. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


SESH EFESHOOOOS By Frank Scully ed 
Roosevelt, Wash., April 23. 

While Pegier is vacationing in Arizona, with nothing to worry about 
except to collect 1G in damages from a neighbor whose barking dogs 
have disturbed his nights and whose trespasses have trampled his pe- 
tunias by day, I'd like to write about Roosevelts at work. Three of them 
are broadcasting at present, with possibly a fourth, and even a fifth, 
coming up. While together they do not approach the late F.D.R.’s 
Hooperating, all of them have substantial publics. 

Foremost are Eleanor and Anna, who discuss current events across 
the continent via ABC Monday through Friday. Next is James, who 
does a Sunday night commentary as a single, which, starting in Cali- 
fornia, now includes all of the west coast. Then there’s Elliott, who is 
talking about a return, and finally Franklin, Jr., who is warming his 
pipes preliminary to making a pitch for the late Sol Bloom's old con- 
gressional post. 

I have not seen any reports to the effect that Buzz Dall is being wooed 
into a den of transcribers and, until he is, my favorite Roosevelt is not 
yet in the field. Just 18 and a quiet undergraduate at Loyola U., he 
may be ordered under wraps till of age. Having studied him at close 
hand I'd say he already has all the qualities that go with mature minds. 
if Serutan and Calvert hadn’t ruined the dignity of the phrases it 
would be easy to confuse him with a man of distinction of, say, 35. 
But since he hasn't even been nominated for the Futurity, I guess I'd 
better stick té the field as posted. 

Of these, the one showing the greatest growth and improvement on 
land, sea and air is Eleanor. Born a great soul, but reared like a blush- 
ing violet down a mossy dell, she spent the first half of her life as close 
to home as a spinning wheel. She was 36 before she made her first 
public appearance. With no nizer to guide her it must have been a 
pretty terrible performance. 

Would Luckies Cure This? 

Nobody told her that women’s voices are too high to begin with, 
and that radio has a tendency to throw even altos among the sopranos. 
So by the time she first hit the airwaves she was lilting higher than 
a kite and traveling as fast as one caught in a tornado. 

Handicapped by that high-pitched votce, what she had to say was 
nevertheless so shot full of beatitudes that there was precious little 
room for platitudes. She once moved me to campaign under the 
slogan: “If we must have a Roosevelt dynasty, I want Eleanor!” She 
begged me to desist, and as proof that I am not entirely without man- 
ners I acquiesced to her pleas. 

Then one day while commuting between Hyde Park and her Manhat- 
tan contacts she dozed at the wheel of her car, had a smashup and lost 
her two front teeth. This was long before the song, but the accident did 
wonders for her. Her dentist finally gave her a smile that synchronized 
with the sweetness of her inner character. 

What a Bust In the Mouth Did 

The accident taught her, additionally, to slow down. She spaced her 
words better. And as a natural sequence the slower she talked the 
lower she talked. She now began to speak softly. Her subject-matter, 
however, continued to remain on a high plane. 

Between writing a daily column, a monthly feature, lecturing, and 
talking over the air five days a week, the mystery is, how does she do 
it? Well, I recently caught her for one day and I suppose that could 
be used as a pattern for almost any day. : 

Mrs. Roosevelt was coming to L.A. to lecture at the Philharmonic, 
where she is always a sellout. Her daughter's radio producers thought 
it would be nice to have a press conference. These things are usually 
arranged at the hotel where the celebrity is stopping, which in this case 
was across the street from where she was to lecture that evening. 

But Anna thought it would be nicer if it were held at her place at the 
far end of Hollywood. All this meant an additional inconvenience to 
the celebrity and 20 miles of additional travel, as well as the tightening 
of an already snug schedule. But Mrs. Roosevelt wasn't a First Lady 
for nothing. She thought it would be lovely to meet the press in a 
home for a change. 

The producers of the Eleanor and Anna Roosevelt show form a trinity 
that has kept afternoon radio from dozing right into one long endless 
sleep. They are Jack Masterson, Jack Reddy and Jack Nelson. They 
came out of Gonzaga long enough after the Crosbys, not te be con- 
fused with them, and have built “Bride and Groom,” “Breakfast in 
Hollywood” and now “Anna and Eleanor’ into ABC’s answer to day- 
time broadcastsing. 

Mein Day 

Observe how Eleanor handles even such a small matter as a shift of 
scene for a press conference. Anna's place, a modest second story 
apartment, naturally had to be rearranged to take care of even a frac- 
tion of the press that junkets from one deadline to another around 
Hollywood. The telegrams announced that Eleanor Roosevelt would be 
there from 4 to 6. 

Exactly at 4 p.m. a car drove up and delivered Mrs. Roosevelt to her 
daughter’s apartment. The chauffeur was James Roosevelt. After 
completing his mission the colonel wheeled around to return to his own 
multifarious affairs. 

For two hours Mrs. Roosevelt moved around Anna’s apartment and 
talked to every guest. She neither drank nor smoked. To a guy who 
never stands when he can sit down, never sits when he can lie down, 
never goes out when he can telephone and never answers one wher he 
can turn a radio up loud enough not to hear it ring, her gracious per- 
formance in hospitality was a source of continual admiration, envy and, 
finally, of concern. 

I urged her to sit down and rest a bit. She explained that she would 
get her rest between 6:30 and 7:30 at the hotel. Then she would have 
dinner with those of her children and grandchildren who were on the 
Coast. After dinner she would lecture from 8:30 to 10:30, and fly back 
east early in the morning. Is it ungallant to hint that this human 
dynamo has long been a grandmother and will soon be a great grand- 
mother? 

It was suggested to her that since her schedule was so tightly packed, 
why didn’t she sneak off to her hotel a half-hour earlier and so be 
sure of some rest before the lecture. 

“Oh no!” she demurred. “The invitations say from 4 to 6 and it 
wouldn't be fair to those who couldn’t get here before six to leave a 
minute before the time indicated in the invitations.” 

Stop the Presses! 

This, I thought, was splitting follicles the hard way, but it turned 
out that at 5:50 in walked Louella Parsons, George Jessel, Cobina 
Wright, Sr., Arthur Ungar and Florabel Muir. 

Exactly at 6 p.m. another car drove up and out stepped another 
Roosevelt. This one was John. It was his assignment to pick up his 
mother and drive her to her hotel for that hour-rest before the family 
reunion for dinner. 

What I loved about all this was that without the slightest mark of 
a matriarch, Mrs. Roosevelt was able to dissemble the various social 
chores among her children so that no one got too much on his or her 
shoulders. Even more than this she had raised them so well they all 
were free from America’s worst weakness, this matter of not being on 
time. 

This all-important secret of success or failure in show business has 
been practically discarded in the social sphere. People would rather 
be found dead than on time for dinner, for instance. Most Americans 
leave home at the precise minute they are expected elsewhere. The 
automobile has somehow given them the idea that it has not only saved 
time but has eliminated it altogether. But when you watch a Roosevelt 
team you get some idea that, however they may operate individually, 
their teamwork is strictly from Notre Dame. ~- 
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Broadway 


Phil Dunnings celebrated their 
30th wed¢ing anniversary yester- 
day (Trs.). 

Joe Laurie, Jr., is a grandpop 
for the first time. This makes it 
Joe Laurie, 4th. 

Arthur Sachson, Goldwyn sales 
manager, back this week from 10- 
day tour of south and midwest. 

Peggy and J. P. McEvoy back 
from an extended European tour 
with daughters Peggy 9, and Pat, 
0. 
: Leone’s restaurant’s 43d anni 
tomorrow (28) with party to be at- 
tended by sports and theatrical 
notables og 

Si (Metro) Seadler flying to 
Paris this week to join wife (Dodo) 
who's already over there with Mrs 
M. Lincoln Schuster. 

Joe Vogel, Loew veepee, named 
Amusement Industry chairman tor 


the coming Greater New York 
Fund-raising campaign. | 
Jane Wyman arrives in N. ¥ 


Sunday (1) prior to sailing for Eng- 


land May 5 to appear in Alfred 
Hitcheock’s “Stage Fright. . 
Josef Cherniavsky back from 


Johannesburg, South Africa, w here 
he conducted for the premiere of 
“Oklahoma,” at His Majesty's. 

Time and Newsweek racing to do 
cover stories on Milton Berle, both 
with accent on “Mr. Television.” 
Both may come out simultaneously 

Marjorie Barkentin and Michael 
O’Shea hosting for Bob Garlands 
birthday party tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at the Barkentin studio in the Vil- 
lage 

Anne Austin (VARIETY) whc 
weighs 90 Ibs. soaking wet, can just 
about lick her new baby son, born 
last week Parents named him 
Kenneth Howard. 

N. Y. County Fair to be held 
May 21-24 at the 14th Street Ar- 
mory, proceeds to an inter-faith 
center in the Stuyvesant Town- 
Peter Cooper development. 

Charles P.- Skouras presented 
the 1949 Infantile Paralysis Foun- 
dation with a $400,796.51 check in 


behalf of National Theatres and a 
number of indie houses on the 
Coast. 


Hollywood lawyer, Martin Gang, 
east on Edgar Bergen’s new CBS 
pact, meets another client, Bob| 
Hope, in D. C. tomorrow (Thurs.) 
and flies west from the Capital the 
same night. 

Hank Linet, Universal’s eastern 
ad manager, lectured last week on 
the workings of his dept. in a film 
company at the spring seminar of 
the American Theatre Wing’s pro- 
fessional training program. 

The Broadway Assn., in a recent 
bulletin, assured its members that 
continuous efforts, hindered by 
legal and other complications, are 
being made to rid the Times 
Square area of the “carnival” and 
“honkvtonk” atmosphere. 

Nancy Kishler, exec secretary at 
the Cape Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.., 
last summer and former secretary 
to Sir Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh, Anna Sosenko and Hilde- 
garde, and Robert Morley, to be 
married tomorrow (Thurs.) to Ar- 
thur F. Goat. 

Jack Diamond, ex - Broadway 

ublicist and latterly with Warner 

ros., returned with his actress- 
wife, Frances Henderson, from 
three months of leisurely touring 
in Italy, Riviera and the Continent, 
and now en route to Hollywood, | 
anxious to see their 8-month-old| 
baby. | 

Morton Downey 





who has a few 


li’] things running for him be- 
sides his singing, such as (>va- 
Cola and LeGalion perfume ‘part- 
nered with Sherman Billingsiey 


and Sieve Hannegan), is in on a 
“perpetual” match which Axel 
Wenner-Gren, the Swedish tvcoon 
is introducing 

Michael Wilding, British actor 
who arrived on the Queen Fliza- 
beth vesterday (Tues.), huddling 
with Alfred Hitchcock on a film 
deal before the latter sails tonight 
(Wed.) on the same ship. Deal calls 
for Wilding to make a picture for 


Hitcheock’s Transatlantic firm for 
Warner release. 
When the Ted Friends ‘(Doro- 


thy Kay) left for Frisco five vears 
ago, they made their farewell pub- 
crawling with the Earl Wilsons. | 
The Post saloon editor had just 
started. and Friend had just ex- 
ited as the Mirror's amusement 
editor. Now on their first return 
east, the Wilsons again squired the 
Friends around Gotham. seeing the 
night life through the eves of 5- 
year- absent Broadwayites 


India 
By N. V. Eswar 


Indian government setting up 
committee to conduct film industry 


inquiry 
First conference of Indian Mo- 
tion Picture Distributors Assn. 


held at Nagpur. 

A film company has been started 
in Calcutta to turn out pictures 
in the Bengali language for juves 
only. 

Enteriainment tax was upped in 


central provinces and Bengal from 
near 33% to 50% despite press 
and trade protest. 


The government committee prob- 


ing question of starting raw film 
manufacture, suggests setting up 
requisite plant near Poona with an- 
nual production of 50,000,000 feet 
of film. 

Oriental Film Corp. completed 
shooting picture dealing with In- 
dian art of catching elephants. Lo- 
cation was in Indian State of My- 
sore. Shots are to be linked with 


| London Palladium June 20 for two 
| weeks. 


“The River,” directed by Renoir. | 
Indian Parliament passed a law, 
requiring issuance of two certifi-' 


eates for films censored in India. 


Certificate A will cover films to! 


be seen only by adults. _ Certifi- 
cate U allows unrestrained exhibi- 
tion. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubs 

Anne Stewart leaves for Paris 
shortly 

Ann Todd, actress, having a holi- 
day in Rome during the strike at 
the J. 
London. 

The Gregory Ratoff company off 
to San Remo on the Italian Riviera 
soon to start the Myrna Loy star- 
rer, “My Daughter Joy.” 

Adriana Benetti, Italian film 


'on the SS America May 23, with 





London 


“Oklahoma!” enters its third 
year at Drury Lane theatre April 
30, breaking house record. 

Harpo Marx to Empire, Glasgow, 
June 13, after which he comes to 


Paula Grey. popular stage and 
radio singer, married in London 
to theatrical scribe H. C. G. 
Stevens. 

Borrah Minevitch Harmonica 





Rascals due at Palladium June 6 


Mountain” getting a run at the 
Carnegie Tech drama school. 
Charlie Baron in ahead of “Red 
Shoes,” which opens raadshow en- 
meemens at Ritz on May 12. 
mmy Walsh has Doreen & El- 
lis and Suzanne & Tommy Valen- 
tine on opening bill at Ankara. 
Larry Berill, WCAE announcer, 
had a close shave when truck 
banged his car and smashed it up. 
“Anna Lucasta” coming to Syria 
Mosque for single performance 
May 5 under auspices of local 
Frogs Club. 
George Neikrug, Arthur Kubey 


— 


Hollywood 


Harold Lloyd celebrated 
birthday. =" 

Alan Hale injured in fall while 
taking his dog for walk 

Screenwriter Martin Field doing 
jury duty in L. A. superior court. 

George Sanders, English - born 
| film actor, became an American 
| citizen. 
| Charles Middleton’s right leg 
amputated in an operation for 
arteriosclerosis. 

Alan Young, born in Canada, re. 
_ceived his final American citizen. 





| 
; 


for four weeks, with Moss Empires | and Sidney Cohen, Pitt Symph'! ship papers. 


tour to follow. 

Charles L. Tucker flying to New 
York June 12 for indefinite stay. 
While there will line up talent for | 
West End show. 

Willie Shore sails for America 


| 


| 


| Howell and Bowser replacing him | 


Arthur Rank Studios in 


actress seen in “Furia” and “Four | 


Steps in the Clouds,” is in Spain 
making a series of three pix. 

Mordecai Gorelik off to Paris 
and London to get material for 
the book he is writing on Euro- 
pean theater for the Rockefeller 
Foundation. He will be gone about 
four weeks. 

Ellen Neuwald, formerly of the 
Leland Hayward office in New 
York, has gone to the island of 
Stromboli, off the coast of Sicily, 
as secretary to Ingrid Bergman 


| bidding for him. 


during the making of the Roberto | 


Rossellini-Howard Hughes film. 

Gianni del Re of the Redel Film 
Co. in Rome plans a film to be 
made in Frankfort, Germany, 
about present-day Europe. Distri- 
bution will be taken care of by 
Rochester Film Co. of Rochester, 
N.Y. for America and by Anton E. 
Dietz for Germany. 


Budapest 


By Louis Erdos 

Paul Robeson slated to visit 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hun- 
gary. 

Sir Alexander Korda is expected 
in Budapest in the near future to 
visit relatives. 

Bela _ Pasztor, 
producer and director, left for 
Israel to study film production 
there. 

Lajos Basthy will play the chief 
role in Oscar Wilde’s “Ideal Hus- 
band” .at the Hungarian Nationa) 
Theatre. 

Alexander Sved, Met baritone, is 
due in Budapest for a visit, then 
going to Rome to take part in his 
first television picture. 


Geza Radvanyi, director of the, 


Hungarian film, “Somewhere in 
Europe,” plans to produce a pic- 
ture in France. Radvanyi, together 
with Ferenc Hont, received the 


Kossuth Prize of $1,000 for his’ 


film. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Ben Blue, Patti Moore and Ben Lewis’ unit closes. 


Lessey combo 
Embassy Room. 

Anthony 
topper here, back after a picture- 
taking stint in Greece. 

James Elliot, youthful producer 
who is prepping his Pan American 
troupe for a Latin-American hitch 
this summer, in as guest at Pan 
American Day celebration over 
weekend. 

Maurice Bergman, Nate Blum- 


at Hotel Statler’s 


berg, Ned Depinet, Max Young- 
stein’ Spyros Skouras and Gael 


Sullivan among industry toppers 
here for kick-off dinner of “Oppor- 


tunity Bond” drive last week. 
Vi 
By Emil W. Maass 
Otto Soyka. writer, back after 
many vears’ exile. 


Eddy Polo sprained ankle during 
rehearsals but will appear in Flot- 
ten Kino show. 

Walter Jacob, Buenos Aires pro- 
ducer, in town in search for Aus- 
trian legit talent. 

City of Vienna awarded honor- 
ary medal to Ralph Benatzky and 
Karl Maria Jaeger (composers), 
Otto Schulhof (pianist) and Oskar 
Maurus Fontana (author), 

Clifford Odets’ “Golden Boy,” 
translated by Luise Anna Eisler 
‘who brought the play along with 
her when she left the U. S.). was 
produced here by Skala theatre. 
Wolfgang Heinz directed, with 
scenery by Heinrich Sussmann. 
and Karl Paryla in the lead. 


Hungarian film | 


in “Latin Quarter’ May 16. | 

Ethel Smith, after two weeks at 
the London Palladium, goes to the 
Lido, Paris, opening May 3 for one 
week, after which she returns to 
America. 

“Oranges and Lemons” folds at | 
the Globe, May 7, to be succeeded | 
by John Gielgud and Pamela} 
Brown starring in “The Lady’s Not | 
for Burning.” 

Larry Adler, booked for 12} 
weeks with options in Hyman Zahl | 
revue, has his option taken up after | 
first show at the Empire, Birming- | 
ham, April 18. 

Jack Hylton has two chances to 
win the Derby this summer having | 
bought shares in two French horses | 
from Leon Volterra, owner of last | 
year’s winners. 

Jack Jackson, ex-bandleader who | 


turned disk jockey for the BBC, 
has blossomed out into a single | 
comic, with vaudeville circuits | 


Having launched Emile Littler- | 
Tom Arnold’s revue, “Latin Quar- | 
ter,” at the London Casino, Robert | 
Nesbitt is now vacationing in the | 
south of France. 

Nicholas Bros. have been booked | 
for a series of dates in Belgium, | 
‘North Africa, Spain, Egypt and | 
Lebanon, which will take them | 
|right into September. 
| Cecil Lyle and his “Cavalcade of 
| Mystery” making first continental | 
| tour since the war, opening Am-| 
sterdam month of May with Brus- | 

sels the following month. 

Tom Arnold's ice show opens at | 
| Stoll’s theatre, Kingsway. end of | 
| July, and will star Cecilia Colledge, 
| with Richard Hearne, legit comedy | 
actor, making his first appearance 
on skates. 

A. V. Cookman (Times) elected 
| president of Critics’ Circle; Camp- 
| bell Dixon (Telegraph), vice-prez; 
| A. E. Wilson (Star), treasurer. John 
| Parker reelected secretary for 25th 
| successive vear. 
| “Twice Upon a Time” will be 
| taken off at the St. Martins May 7. 
Play will then tour the provinces 
as “The Intriguing Stranger” un- 
der new management and direc- 
tion, with plans for a London re- 
turn this autumn. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Buster Crabbe’s swimming show 
at Al Sutphin’s Arena. 


| theatre called 
| York,” with 





Hanna inked “High Button 
Shoes” for two weeks opening 
'May 2. 
Statler Terrace Room may drop | 
‘iceshow policy after Dorothy 
Pee-Wee Hunt orch inked by 


Skyway Club to follow Frankie 


Muto, Fox Movietone Masters crew May 3. 


Gordon Klein, quit Lakewood | 
repertory company director job 
for industrial public relations. 

Bob Millar orch from Boston’s | 
Statler checked into Hotel Cleve- | 
land’s Bronze Room for five weeks. | 

Frederic McConnell’s Play House 
doing repertory versions of “Happy 
Birthday” and “Shop At Sly Cor- 
ner” in twin auditoriums. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Mel Torme playing return date | 





at Copa week of May 15. |H 


Hal Davis, president of musi- | 
cians union. ruined his new ear in| 
a crack-up 

Maurice Mysels named local rep | 
for Jefferson Music Publishing Co. | 
of New York. 

Artie Dann, Vic Charles marion- | 
ettes and Lynn Fader topping | 
Carousel show. 

Laurette & Clymas and Sonny | 
Howard headlining new floor show | 


at Terrace Room. 
Martha Short doubling between | 
“Inside U. S. A.” at Nixon and |} 


Hollywood Show Bar. 
Fred Spooner in town 


ing back for second time. 

Dancing Evans 
from Las Vegas; father coming! 
around after serious illness. 


Bert Pollock's “Across Big’ 


men, playing with Ballet Theatre 
orch in N.Y. 

Nina Korda, wife of Sam Han- 
delsman, business, manager for 
summer opera company here, will 
head the cast of new 
revue, “Of All Things,” which 
opens run at local community the- 
atre Saturday (30). 


Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 
Lalla Cassel Swedish Ballet 
opened at the Fontoria nitery. 


“Iee Follies,” Anglo-American 
ice revue that Joaquim Gaza 
presented in Spain, has left for 
Portugal. 


Italian actor Amedeo Nazari will 
probably make a film in Spain 
before flying to Argentina to fulfil 
a new contract. 

Ten Madrid theatres 
opened with new plays 
spring “season and*all 
reasonably well. 

Impresario Don Francisco 
rales has taken over the manage- 
ment of the Ballet Marley, at 
present touring Portugal. 

Paris Opera ballet company will 
probably visit Madrid and Bar- 
celona in May with Serge Lifar as 
choreographer and appearing in 
dancing roles. 


have 
for the 
are doing 


Mo- 


Pepita Serrador, legit actress 
from Argentina, has again post- 
poned her tour of the Spanish 


provinces and has opened at 
Gran Via theatre. 

Actors and theatre people in 
general are getting 40° more than 
their previous salary, according to 
a new agreement reached just 
before Easter between managers 
and the theatre workers syndicate. 

Elena Quesada, Spanish song- 
stress, comic Niguel Ortega 
Camoidas Bros., dancers, are the 
stars of a new show at the Madrid 
“Zambra em New 
some Spanish artists 
doing American popular numbers. 


the 


Minneapolis 


: By Les Rees 
Mario Lanza soloist for Apollo 
- concert at Lyceum April 25- 


Mel Torme and Jean Carroll into 
Club Carnival with Perry Martin 
orchestra. 

Twin City nitery performers de- 
voted services for Si. Paul Ancker 
tubercular hospital show. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” into 
Lyceum for week of May 30. 
It also plays three days in St. Paul. 

Wayne Fish, who backed “Desert 
Song” tour eastward from Minne- 
apolis, says he took a financial 
licking. 

Metropolitan Opera here May 
12-14 for annual season to offer 
“Otello,” “Mignon.” “Barber of, 
— and ‘‘Le Boheme” at $7.20 
op. 

Minneapolis Musicians’ union, 
AFL, contributed $7,000 to park 
board’s $26,000 fund tor 20 nights ! 
of open air dancing scheduled for 
public parks this summer, .- 

Antal Dorati, new Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra conductor, 
due here this week for first meet- 
ing with orchestra since back from 
western tour. Orchestra is seek- 
ing $184,200 from contributors to 
keep it out of red next season. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 

Metro bringing in revival of 
“Great Waltz” at Liberty, Sydney. 

Williamsons will send a troupe to 
Perth to play “Victorid and Uer 
ussar.”” 

“Walter Mittv’ (RKO) ran 15 
weeks at the Australia, Melbourne. 
on revival. 

McCreadie Bros. have completed 
second Aussie-made pic, “Into the 
Straight,” a racing varn. 

_ Billy Meyrl, British pianist. ar- | 
rives shortly for a run over Dave! 
Martin’s Tivoli vaude loop. 

Costly overhead is nixing musi- | 
cal comedy revivals at Cremorne. 


management. | 
Sydney nightclubs are nixing | 


Dave Moore, Ealing scripter, due | 


Family home} this month to work on studio's new . Slye, 


pic, “Bitter Springs,” starring. 


; Tommy Trinder and Chips Raf-' Brotherhood Arts 


ferty. i 


Playhouse | 


has 


and | 


Laraine Day planed in from 
N. Y. to start work in “I Married 
a Communist.” 

Dana Andrews ordered to bed by 
doctor after collapsing on set of 
“Sword in Desert.” 

Taylor Holmes celebrated his 
50th anni in show biz with role in 
“Copper Canyon.’ 

Raymond Massey laid up 
flu, with Warners’ 
| shooting around him. 

Jane Wyman made reservations 
to sail for England May 5 to ap- 
pear in “Stage Fright.” 

Lionel Barrymore received 
award for 1949 of the 
Council of Rehabilitation. ; 

Roy Rogers and Trigger planted 
their hoofprints in Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre forecourt. 

Charles Laughton and his wife, 
Elsa Lanchester, filed petitions to 
become American citizens 

Shirley Temple celebrated her 
2ist birthday by taking over the 
money she earned as a minor. 

Joan Evans, recently injured by 
a gunshot on the “Roseanna Me- 


with 
“Barricade” 


_ the 
National 


Coy” set, returned to Goldwyn lot. 

Sol Lesser Foundation estab- 
lished a three-year fellowship in 
Department of Theatre Arts at 
UCLA. 


John Farrow and Betty Hutton 
led a group to Long Beach to en- 
tertain sailors aboard a Canadian 
cruiser. 

Joan Crawford returned from 
Palm Springs siesta for huddles 
about next picture, “The Victim,” 
at Warners. 

Sean MacBride, Irish Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, presented Joan 
Leslie with annual award of Irish- 
Catholic Stage and Screen Guild. 


| . — 
| Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

Freddie Calo’s orch into Ciro’s. 

Gracie Barrie in for rest and 
beach relaxation. 

Irving Berlin’ visiting Nick 
Schenck at his estate here. 

Charles Skouras in town at 
Roney for some spring tan. 

Jackie Heller in town for a va- 
cash, and making the niteries. 

Jan Murray sunning while await- 
ing upcoming Olympia _ theatre 
date. 

Alan Gale back at his Celebrity 
Club, with Sylvia Fioos co-fea- 
tured. 

Phil Foster packing them in at 
Kitty Davis’, with Jessie Elliot 
lending an able assist. 

Paul Benson, flack, in town, at 
the Shelbourne, also Sid Shallet, 
N. Y. Daily News radio columnist. 

“Duke” Stewart, long time resi- 
dent manager at the Roney Plaza, 
replaces Neal Lang as managing 
director, now that Lang has gone 
on to Park Sheraton hotel exec 
post in N. Y. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 

Carol Reed and wife weckending 
in Paris. 

Paul Palmer in hospital 
heart attack. ; 

James Merrill Herd gandering 
Paris shows. 

Garry Marsh getting winners at 
Auteuil racetrack. 

Marty Schwartz back in 
after Palestine trip. 

English schoolboys and girls in- 
vading Paris cinemas in droves. | 

Clem Humpries, of Vanrietys 
London office, giving Paris the 0.0. 
after 20 years. 

Francesco Negrini, publisher of 
Buenos Aires’ La Lifa, in for a 
couple of weeks’ stay. 

Red Strong, formerly of Debo- 
nairs, to tour Germany witli his 
wife for two months as a new act. 


after 


Paris 


Chicago 
Ralph Berger, former owne! of 
Latin Quarter, bedded by pnew- 


/monia at Michael Reese hospital. 


“I Promise, Bride” Italian-made. 


had preem at Cinema. April 22 


Brisbane, under the Will Maloney with proceeds to benefit of Boys 


Town in Italy. 4 
Cornelius Vanderbilt. Jjr.. pacte 


| talent importations because of high again with National Conce''ts, and 
. io ahead of | overhead costs. Last in was Maxie will resume tours after presen! 
Joe EK. Brown in “Harvey,” com- | Rosenbloom for the Celebrity Club. | film-makin 


tour of Europe. 
oung and Dr. Maud 
pathologist in cancer re 
will receive American 
and Sciences 


Loretta 
search, 


Citations for 1949. 
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‘Safe’ Picture 


__— Continued from page 1 jae! 


ou go to a new studio, you have 
to prove yourself all over again. 
Wyler declared he “feels better 
equipped to choose a story than. 
someone else. But when the other | 
person puts up the money, he is 
entitled to his opinion too,” pro- 








ducer conceded. Nevertheless, | 
Wyler believes, that the overly- 
conservative view is such that 


“you're careful to the point where 
you don’t do anything or unfil you 
don't do anything but the safest.” . 


Good Pix Help Others 


“The whole film business cramps 
your style now,” Wyler continued. 
“The fact that people do not go to 
see pictures now is due to a lot of 
bum ones. One good picture helps 
another. It’s the same condition in 
New York with plays. Good plays 
help each other by stirring up en- 
thusiasm for the theatre. That's 
why this season is such a terrific 
one.” Wyler stressed, however, 
that he had been permitted “to go 
all the way with ‘The Heiress’ and 
was thoroughly satisfied with the 
film.” 

Wyler, who came to Paramount 
with Frank Capra, George Stevens 
and Robert Riskin when Par ac- 
quired Liberty Films, shares the 
right with the studio to pass on 
story material. Neither can go 
ahead on a Wyler project without 
the other. Capra and Stevens have 
the same deal. 

Producer-director has four more 


films to make for Par under his 
contract. That sort of deal, he 
believes, “is the rub which can 


work to the great disadvantage of 
the individual.” Capra has three 
more to make and Stevens, four. 
First Wyler pic, “The Heiress,” 
took one and one-half years. 
Wyler will definitely make “Sis- 
ter Carrie,” filmization of the The- 


odore Dreiser novel. Since the 
script is taking a long time, 
Wyler is looking over Broadway 


plays with the possibility of closing 
for the film rights. Initial sound- 
ings indicate that legiters “are all 
talking in millions but those days 
are over.” Wyler sees no objec- 
tion in participation deals—“if 
they got something good, they’re 


entitled to share the profits.” While , 


Paramount does not ordinarily en- 
courage participation buys, com- 
pany is not adamant on the sub- 
ject, Wyler said. ‘ 

Wyler does not believe there will 
be any real difficulties with his 
studio if he does not turn out the 
required five pix in five years. 
“We would have to talk that over. 
It would depend on who failed. 
However, I don’t think there would 
be any trouble. The important 
thing now is to make good pictures 
which will make money.” 


Ed Wynn 


Continued from page 1 =e 











wood for the rest of the run. His 
program will be sponsored by 
Pabst, his AM _ bankroller, over 
NBC-TV. Benny will probably go 
under American Tobacco sponsor- 
ship ever CBS-TV. 


Wynn’s program will be based 
on the “Perfect Fool” characteri- 
zation he established in legit mu- 
sicals and is expected to be aired 
for a half-hour weekly. Both NBC 
and CBS are now attempting to 
juggle their programming setups 
to find time for the Coast-origi- 
nators on their full webs. Since the 
shows are to be done live on the 
Coast and kinescoped, they can be 
run in at any time on stations not 
directly connected by relay facili- 
ties to the Hollywood outlets. 
Both Benny and Cantor are con- 
tinuing adamant in their stand 
against doing a TV show more than 
twice a month, on the assumption 
['V takes so much time in prepara- 
lion and alsé consumes material 
much more rapidly than does 
Standard radio. 


NBC Opens Race 


Continued from page | Soa 

















houses that sought to pick un the 
Louis-Walcott fight last June. 


‘Exclusive’ Angle 
Use of tele programs on an ex- 
clusive basis is expected to hypo 
exhib action forthwith. Many big 
theatre ops have been holding back 
on putting up heavy coin for equip- 
ment on the conviction that non- 


' 


exclusive programs would not 
draw against the competition of | 
the same program cuffo in homes. 
Actually, the NBC attack on the- 
atre tele program is double-ply. 
RCA, parent company to NBC, has | 
asked for specifications from TOA 
and other theatre groups on the 
optimum set for large-screen play- 
ings. It is believed that the So- 
ciety df Motion Picture Engineers 
is currently studying the problem 
at TOA’s request. Recently, the 
latter organization became a spon- 
soring member of the SMPE. 


Discussion of the problem of. 
specifications is expected to arise 
at the next TOA-SMPE joint meet- 
ing now set for May 5. Entine | 
TOA television committee, headed 
by Florida exhib Mitchell Wolfson 
and co-chairman Walter Reade, Jr., 
will attend the important meeting. 
Meanwhile, SMPE is gathering 
necessary data. 

Early answer to RCA is expected 
because the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission has just indi- 
cated that it will assign a spectrum 
suitable for theatre television no 
later than six months hence. In 
huddles with film  industryites, 
FCC has given the impression that 
the channel will be from 4,000- 
9,000 megacycles or a portion of it. 

SMPE has indicated, on its part, 
that the 4,000-9,000 band is most 
suitable for theatre tele because 
below 4,000 megacycles, theatre 
equipment becomes too clumsy and 
above, no equipment has become 
readily available. 


H’wood Hot 


Laman Continued from page 2 

















Huston, $i1,500; John Byram, Para- 
mount’s eastern play editor, $750; 
writer Irwin Shaw, $1,500; produ- | 
cer-writer Max Wilk, $1,500; Ralph 
Bellamy, the play’s star, $4,500; 
producer-agent Leland Hayward, | 
$4,500, and producer-director Wil- 
liam Wyler, $1,500. 

Kingsley has been stalling ef- 
forts by the film companies to 
make a deal for the screen rights. 
Producers Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse agree with his feel- 
ing that the play will run on 
Broadway a long time so there’s no 
hurry. 

Meantime, Audrey Wood, agent 
for Tennessee Williams’ “Street- 
car Named Desire,” has asked the 
picture companies to make bids on 
their own terms for the play and 
to state their objection to the deals 
laid out in a 
weeks ago requesting bids be in 
by the following Friday. No studio 
submitted an offer at that time. 
Objections of most of the compa- 
nies were (1) the high price 
($450,000) set as a minimum bid, 
and (2) the fact that this was only 
for a lease until 1961 rather than 
an outright buy. Miss Wood claims 
now to be negotiating with two in- 
dies regarding .the rights. 

Paramount exhibited consider- 
able interest last week in “At War 
With the Army,” the James B. AI- 
lardice comedy currently at the 
Booth. Studio, however, nixed the 
idea after some consideration. As 
a result, it is understood likely 


that producer William R. Katzell | 


will make the screen version him- 
self. He negotiated an indie pro- 
duction deal some weeks ago with 
Eagle Lion. 


"AS Haylofts 











letter about four | 


MARRIAGES | 


Jean Ashley Kimball to John L. | 
Hutchinson, Buffalo, N. Y., April! 
18. He’s a producer at WBEN-TV. 
there. 

Virginia Baker to Walter J. Pa- | 
Both | 


lance, New York, April 21. 
are legit players. 
Nina Mae McKinney to Frank | 


Hickey, Hollywood, April 17. Bride 
is a screen actress. 

Iris Lor:nz to John Pletkowich, 
Kewanee, Ill., April 15. Bride is 
daughter of Rud Lorenz, exhibitor 
in that city. 

Lorraine Bendix to Richard Mon- 
roe, Beverly Hills, April 20. Bride 
is the daughter of William Bendix, 
film star; he’s an actor. 

Dell Saunders to Eddie Myers, 
Pittsburgh, March 29. Bride is 
Tommy Carlyn’s former vocalist; 
he’s a band musician. 

Hildegarde Colligan 


to Nelson | 


Gidding, New York, April 22. 
Bride is a junior editor of Viking 
Press; he’s a radio writer and 


novelist. 
Elizabeth Sidford to William J. 
Cody, Encino, April 22. He’s the 
son of Bill Cody, former western 
star. 
Carolyn 
Reinschild, 


Carl 
Ps 8 


to 
April 


Lucia White 
New York, 


He’s an exec with Columbia rec- 
ords. 

Mary Jane Preusser to Fred- 
erick C. Schang, 3d, Norwalk, 
Conn., April 23. He’s concert man- 
ager, and son of Frederick C. 
Schang, Jr., prez of Columbia 


Artists Management. | 


_ ' 


BIRTHS | 


Mr. and Mrs. Don Green, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, April 15. Father | 
is a publicist for Fox-West Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. Matty Malnick, 
daughter, Hollywood, April 19. 
Father is a bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Liam Redmond, 
daughter, Dublin, April 2. Father, | 
ex-Abbeyite, is an actor, and Irish 
dialog adviser for British pix. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Cusack, 
daughter, Dublin, April 9. Father, 
ex-Abbeyite, an actor in British 
films. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Denove, son, 
New York, April 21. Father is as- 
sistant to Ben Duffy, BBD&O prez; 





mother is former actress, Ann Far- 
| leigh. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Roy Evans, daugh- | 
ter, Inglewood, Cal., April 17. | 


Father is a Fox-West Coast theatre | 
| manager. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Howell, son, 
San Antonio, April 21. Father is 

news editor for WOAI there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brickhouse, 
daughter, Chicago, April 19. Father 
is sports announcer for WGN, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Shain, son, 
New York, April 13. Father is di- 
rector of public and exhibitor rela- 
| tions for 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Burke, daugh- | 
ter, Pittsburgh, April 18. Parents | 
are the singing team of Pat and) 
Sylvia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Spertell, 
,son, New York, April 18. Father 
is head of Eagle Lion’s advertising 
/ accounting dept; mother, formerly 
| secretary to Arthur Sachson, sales 
chief of Samuel Goldwyn Produc- 


| tions. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Johnson, | 
‘daughter, New York, April 18.) 


Mother is the former Kitty Lane, 
| band vocalist; father is profession- 
_al manager of Southern Music Co. | 
| Mr. and Mrs. Fred B. Phillips, 
daughter, Santa Barbara, April 22. 
| Father is a makeup man. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Chadwick, | 
son, Hollywood, April 17. Father | 
|is researcher for Ralph Edwards’ 
radio shows; mother is publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Ausubel, son, 
April 20, Brooklyn, N. Y. Mother, 
Anne Austin, is private secretary | 











body, says Miss Stamm, has been 
angling for “Born Yesterday,” 
“Harvey” and “Present Laughter,” 
with the owners disinclined to re- 
lease, on ground there is some 
touring life in those plays yet. 
In “Laughter’s” case, Edward 
Everett Horton has just started 


Continued from page 1 














touring in it, and if he draws, may | 
want to do it again in the fall. 


Miss Stamm, however, reports that 
Lindsay and Crouse let her do 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” at New- 


port while the comedy was still 
playing on Broadway, and that in- 


stead of any adverse effect, it ap- | 


parently whetted tour interest in 
the play. 

Miss Stamm, who has operated 
the Casino since 1941, bought the 
theatre a year ago for $35,000. The- 
atre will open for its 23d season 
June 27, likely opener being a 
package, “The Medium” and “The 
Telephone.” Don Leven is resident 
director. 


| to the editor of VARIETY. 

' Mr. and Mrs. Jay Kaye, daugh- 
ter, New York, April 18. Mother | 
is Joann Dolan, an actress; father 

‘is radio columnist of Newark (N.J.) 


| Evening News. 
' Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Livingston, 
daughter, New York, .April 26. 


Father is with Universal-Interna- 
tional’s publicity dept. 


+ del Giudice 
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stepped off the Caronia’s gang- 
plank with the news that he had 
secured a new financial backer—a 
Portland cement manufacturer — 
merely through a chance meeting 
on the vessel. While in New York 
the former Rank producer will 
confer with Amerigo Benefico, 


head of Variety Film Distributors, | 


who is handing U. S. distribution 

of Pilgrim’s “The Guinea Pig.” In 

addition he brought a print of his 

recently completed ‘Private An- 

gelo” with him and will likely set 

a realease deal on this during his 
~ current stay. 








OBITUARIES :«. 


CHARLES B. MIDDLETON 

Charles B. Middleton, 70, veteran 
actor, died in Los Angeles, April 
22. He had been in show business | 
for more than 50 years. Starting | 
out in carnivals and cricuses at an 
early age, Middleton later ap- 
peared in stock companies, vaude- 
ville and legit productions. His 
last stage appearance was in 
“January Thaw” on Broadway in 


4 





|}atre and at one time had owned 
and operated the Lancaster the- 
atre, Boston. 


LOUIS L. MARKS 
Louis L. Marks, 62, former co- 
owner of the Granada and Mar- 
boro theatres, Chicago, died in that 
city, April 18. With his brother, 
the late Meyer Marks, he built up 
a chain of film houses in Chicago 
which they sold in 1928. 
Survived by two sons 
daughter. ea 
HERMAN A. MILLER 
Herman A. Miller, 53, playwright 
and former Ohio State Univ. pro- 
fessor of English and drama, died 





He later went to Hollywood and a 
where he appeared in films, in- 
cluding “Kongo,” “Bellamy Trial,” 
“David Harum,” “Grapes of Wrath” 
and “Capt. Fury.” 

Survived by a daughter. 


Al FRED DRAYTON in Columbus, April | 20. After 20 
Alfred Drayton, 67, British actor, agg A the OSt faculty ne left 
died a roe Fey April 95, in 1938 to devote his time to writ- 


ing. 


Drayton, who was co-starred i he i 
yt am tne Survived by 


current London hit, “One Wild 
Oat” at the Garrick theatre, died 
in his sleep after giving his regular 


wife. 


EDWARD O'DONNELL 


performance Monday (25) night. Edward O’Donnell, 62, veteran 
Show is continuing, with Drayton’s theatreman from Webster, Mass., 
F and manager for more than 20 


understudy replacing him. 


Drayton was also partnered with Y&ars of E. M. Loew's State, Web- 


Robertson Hare for 13 years in a ‘ter, died at the Worcester hos- 

number of productions pital April 24, following a heart 
ras a: attack. 

Survived by two. sisters with 


MRS. DANIEL COOK 

Mrs. Grace Barton Allen Cook, 
82, author and playwright, died at | 
the home of her daughter in Flush- 
ing, N. Y., April 23. Mrs. Cook, 
who once taught at the Woman’s 
School of Applied Desigu, N. Y., 
was the author of a number of one- 
act plays produced on the Coast. 

Survived by husband, Daniel 
Cook, president emeritus of the 
Univ. of Cincinnati, and a daugh- 
ter. 


whom he made his*home. 





JOHN GARRIS 
John Garris, 37, German-born 
tenor who had been touring with 
the Metropolitan Opera Co., was 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 


HENRY 
GOLDSON 





ZAVEL ZILBERTS 
Zavel Zilberts, 69, founder and 


musical director of Zilbert’s Choral 
Society, died at his home in New| 
York, April 25. Russian-born, he 
came to America in 1920 and 
served as musical director of the 
Cantor’s Assn. of America. He di- 
rected choral groups in Madison 
Square Garden, Carnegie Hall, and 
the old Hippodrome, N. Y. 

Surviving are his wife and five 
brothers. 


who passed away 
three years ago 
April 26, 1946 


“POP AND AL” 








found murdered in Atlanta, April 
FRANK S. WATSON ie 

Frank S. Watson, 73, former 
‘cellist with the Philadelphia Or- | 
chestra, died at his home in Stone- 
hurst, Pa., April 19. 

Watson was a member of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra under Leo- 
pold Stokowski, and played with 
the Robin Hood Dell and other! 
symphony groups. Before coming 
to this country he was a member 
of the Queen’s Hall Orchestra and 
the London Symphony. 





BENJAMIN STALKER 

Benjamin Stalker, 88, who toured 
the U. S., Canada and Mexico for 
50 years as owner of a Wild West 
Show, died April 17 in Columbus, 
O. He retired in 1936. 

Survived by son and five daugh- 
ters. 





MARTINA DE LA CRUZ 

Martina de la Cruz, 74, billed as 
the ‘world’s smallest woman,” 
| died in Waycross, Ga., April 24. 

Miss de la Cruz, a native of Pa- 
nay, Philippine Islands, was 21 
inches tall and had been appearing 
with carnival when stricken. 





JIM JONSON 

Jim Jonson, 50, Irish comedian, 
died in Dublin, April 10. Born in 
Belfast he built a reputation part- 
nered with his wife, Josie Day, 
touring Ireland. He joined Jimmy 
O’Dea-Harry O'Donovan team and 
played many revues ‘and panto- 
mimes with them in Dublin and in 





LOUIS W. PETERS 

Louis W. Peters, 63, former pres- 

ident of Sylvan Beach, Inc., opera- 

England, where he was also fea- tor of an amusement resort in St. 

tured as Mr. Mulligan in the BBC Louis, died at his home there, April 
“Trish Half-Hour’’ shows. 18 

Survived by wife. 

ROBERT AVRAY | 

Robert Avray, 36, former stage 

manager for legit productions, 

died at the Veterans Hosp'tal, 


Survived by wife. 


ANDREW W. SHERIDAN 
Andrew W. Sheridan, 63, former 
asst. film director, died in New 
York, April 25. He had been in 








/N. Y., April 19. He had servec' in films for 25 years. 


the Army in the past World War. | 
He had been stage manager for | 
the Ballet Theatre, Civic Reper-| 
tory, Group Theatre and the musi- | 
cal, “Are You with It?” 
Survived by mother 
sisters. 


Survived by wife. 


CLEM RECK 
Clem Reck, 44, salesman for Par- 
amount, died April 24 at his home 
in Shamokin, Pa. 
P Survived by wife and three chil- 
ren. 





and four 





HERMAN SPITALNY 
Herman Spitalny, 66, musician | 
and uncle of Maurice and Phil 
Spitalny, died April 22 in Cleve- editor of the Daily News, Chicago, 
land. } _. died of a heart attack April 21 at 
Russian-born violinist played in his home in Libertyville, I. 
both his nephew’s bands after com-| Survived by wife and a sister. 


ing to Cleveland in 1923, as well | 

as in several theatre pit orchestras! Ruth Propp Starn, 55, wife of 
in addition to teaching music. Ed Starn, manager of Robbins 
Survived by two sons and Music, died in New York, April 26. 
daughter. Before her marriage she had been 
secretary to Harry Von ~Tilzer. 
JOAN BLAINE songsmith-publisher, and Murray 
Joan Blaine, legit and radio Baker, professional manager at 
actress, died in New York, April 19. Robbins. 

After serving as an apprentice 
with the Chicago Theatre Guild, Viola Ellis, wardrobe mistress, 
she appeared in several Broadway died in New York, April 21. She 
productions, including “Spitfire,” had been employed in Max Gor- 
“And So to Bed” and “Winter’s don productions for the past 15 
Tale.” More recently she had ap- years and at the time of death was 
peared in radio productions. wardrobe mistress for “Born Yes- 
Survived by husband. terday” at the Henry Miller, N. Y. 


CHARLES ROSS Mother, 75, of Leslie Fenton, 
Charles Ross, 72, of Windsor, Vt., film director, died April 19 in 
exhibitor for many years, died sud- Hollywood. 
denly in the Boston film district 
last week while parking his car. 
He was a partner with the 
Latchis circuit in the Windsor the- 





LLOYD LEWIS 
Lloyd Lewis, 57, former drama 




















Mother of Dave Silverman, RKO 
exchange manager in Pittsburgh, 
died in that city, April 14. 


~~) 
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The Paramount 
ran this ad in 
the New York 
newspapers 

: 
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ut ee My sincere thanks to BOB WEITMAN, ? 
| HARRY LEVINE and BOB SHAPIRO of : 
5% . : | the Paramount and a deep bow to» 
diiilins DUKE ELLINGTON for his wonderful 


; si music and cooperation. 
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SMASHING ALL BOX-OFFICE RECORDS 
FROM COAST TO COAST 


Exclusive MGM Recording Artist 
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Personal WManageneut: MILTON EBBINS 
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